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George’s Bike ride for JDRF
I would like to say a big thank you to 

all the readers of Village Voice who were 
kind enough to sponsor me on my bike 
ride to raise money for the Juvenile Dia-
betes Research Foundation.  My Daddy 
and I completed the ride on Saturday 
30th March, and so far the money I’ve 
raised is almost £1,000 (£962.00 with 
more promised).  Once again, thank you 
for your kindness and hopefully a cure 
will soon be found for all the children 
with diabetes including my sister Isla.  
George Tookey

Thanks
I would like to say a huge thank you on behalf of the Village Hall to 

the following people for helping with the spring clean: Marion, Yvonne, 
Helene, Valerie, Debbie, Viv, Bob, Janet, Reggie, Chantal, Brenda, Jack, 
Rebecca, Emile, Jan, Sylvia.
Victoria Scales

Down to Earth
With the coming of Spring it’s time to start thinking about sowing 

and planting.  With food prices still rising why not have a go at growing 
your own on an allotment.  Plots and half plots are available, also small 
plots (free) for children to use.  You can’t beat the taste of a home grown 
potato or carrot fresh from the soil.  Or alternatively why not grow 
flowers to pick and admire indoors?  The allotments are set in peaceful 
surroundings where often the only sound is that of birdsong.  The current 
‘allotmenteers’ are friendly and welcoming and the only pressure is not to 
chat too much!  For help/advice/info ring Betty Thorn 01462 742858.

Village Show 2014
Calling gardeners, artists, bakers, exhibitionists

and those with a critical Eye
booters, shooters and musical hooters.

Hinxworth and Edworth are holding a Village Show.
The date for your diary 20th September 2014.

A day full of oohs aaawws
 and wows ending with laaalaalaas.

For those who think that they have the largest carrot
or we who brew the clearest claret
prepare your soil and plant your vine

show your wares in our best of show line.
For more information contact your Village Hall committee and watch 

for news in your Village Voice. 
Sylvia Scales

WI Presidential election result
Heather Baim is the new President of Hinxworth and Edworth WI. 

“I have been on the committee for three and a half years and I was asked 
if I would like to be the next President. My name was put forward at the 
AGM and I was voted on for a three 
year term.  I will be representing 
Edworth and Hinxworth at various 
meetings throughout the country, 
chairing all the committee meetings 
and arranging the programme for 
each month with a very supportive 
committee and delegating so that 
everything works well.

false teeth?
“I’ve been a member of the WI since 
I moved here ten years ago. “Ann Sawford took me to my first meeting 
at Reggie and Janet Fair’s house. It was a garden party with a treasure 
hunt and we were all given a free gift, of Steradent.” Surely that’s for 
false teeth, I asked? “Yes, and I  haven’t got false teeth. The gifts have 
got better since then!  Ann never went again, I kept going. It just wraps 
round you and I love it.”

making life-long friends
Heather is school registrar and PA to the Headmistress of Princess Helena 
College. “I’m also Hon. Secretary of the Old Belmontians Association. I 
was school registrar and Head’s PA at Belmont Junior School for 19 years 
and when we moved out here it was too far to travel.” She is married to 
Michael, with two sons one of whom lives in America with a wife and 
two little boys. “One will be three in July, the other is one year old.”  
Why join the WI? “To make life-long friends.”
Patrick Forbes 

Well done, Ladies!
Members of Hinxworth Three Horseshoes Pétanque team entered 

into Chiltern Region EPA Regional Ladies and Men’s Doubles Com-
petition in Cottered on Sunday 14th April. Alan Raynham and John 
Churchill took part in the Men’s Doubles. During the day Jan Raynham 
and Judith Churchill played a total of six (!) games and won the Ladies’ 
Doubles Plate competition. In the 
last game they were 6-12 down and 
continued to win 13-12. They will 
all attend a formal award ceremony 
to be presented with the Plate later 
in the year.  New players are always 
welcome.
Marianne Osmond

Soup lunch this month will be on May 3rd, 
12.30pm - 2pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. 

Why not join us?

Exhibition 2013
Saturday 11th May - Sunday 12th May, 10 am - 4 pm. 

Hinxworth Village Hall. Sale of Work, Refreshments, Raffle, 
Free Admission.  There will also be a Children’s Exhibition 
and entries are accepted from children under the age of 13 
from families within the Village Voice catchment area.

Flute and organ concert tickets
for the concert at St Nicholas Church on Saturday May 25th at 7.30 
pm are now available from Patrick and Annette Forbes 01462 742015, 
£10 to include a glass of wine.



Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The WI met for their Annual Meeting to vote in a new committee.  

The present members had been on the committee for three years and one 
or two were standing down, and new  members were joining.  After the 
Treasurer’s, Secretary’s and President’s reports were given, the new com-
mittee were voted in: Heather Baim, Sylvia Scales, Victoria Scales, Jan 
Raynham, Maureen Sore, Linda Huber, Edna Keep, Jacqui Brince and 
Heidi Mason.  The retiring president was presented with flowers and the 
new president Heather Baim was voted in.  We discussed the resolution 
to go to the NFWI meeting in Birmingham in June.  At the meeting held 
in the URC hall in Ashwell, the competition was for a poem or prose for 
spring.  The best one judged by the members was by Heather Baim who 
will enter it in the competition on Monday.

Next month’s meeting: May 9th, 7.45pm, The Village Hall, 
Hinxworth.  Speaker:  Vic Bottrill , “Who killed the Baroness?”

This is an open meeting and all husbands, partners, and families, chil-
dren over 14 welcome; apparently the speaker likes audience participation!
Carol Cheney

Ian Simpson
Liberal Democrat

I met a young person on the doorstep who said: “I know nothing 
about politics, how can I decide how to vote?”  I replied: “You should 
vote for the person who contacts you regularly, who keeps you informed, 
who listens to what you say, and who makes sure your views are heard”.  
This is how local councillors should work.  My priorities have been 
developed by talking to people on the doorstep.  

Firstly, I would try to find a better way of repairing roads.  The work-
manship is often so poor that the work has to be re-done.   Secondly, I 
would try to make sure the County deliver superfast broadband to our 
villages.  Your efforts in registering interest on the County’s web site made 
sure North Herts was almost top of their table.  Thirdly, I will try to 
make sure that any village where residents want to have a 20 mph limit 
gets one.  With our support, the Twenty’s Plenty campaign has already 
persuaded the County Council to reconsider their policy.  Lastly, I will 
push the County Council to provide the resourses necessary to enable 
The Knight’s Templar School to continue to serve all our village children.

***
And before any of you complain about the order in which our can-

didates’ words appear above, we decided to print them in alphabetical 
order of the candidates’ surnames. Polling stations are at Hinxworth 
and NewnhamVillage Halls from 0700 until 2200.

Felix Power
Green Party

I’m an IT developer at the University in Hatfield. It’s expensive and 
time consuming commuting using public transport and this is a concern 
for many.  Given the urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and encourage more sustainable transport, I oppose the expansion of 
Luton Airport and support the Green Party’s policy for affordable ef-
ficient public transport.

  I strongly support the Green Party’s proposals for higher education. 
We need to make it genuinely accessible for all. We should start early 
with smaller classes in schools so we have young people leaving with the 
enthusiasm and knowledge to better our society. 

We campaign for a fairer, more responsible society, where everyone is 
paid a living wage for their work and public services are run for public 
benefit not private profit. I’d like to see the NHS strengthened, protected 
from privatisation.

 We need to make society more sustainable. Green Party policy is to 
promote local food production both by farmers and on a smaller scale. 
I’m a keen vegetable grower and enjoy locally produced food whenever 
possible, getting a veg box from a local farm when necessary. We also 
have three ex-battery hens which give us many fresh eggs and roam freely.

Ken Garland
Labour

Ken has lived in North Hertfordshire for more than 20 years and is 
employed as an inspection engineer.  Outside his Labour Party activities, 
he served for 10 years as a school governor.  He has a keen interest in 
environmental issues and is a member of both the RSPB (Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds) and the Woodland Trust.  Ken is a keen 
walker, too, and a member of a local branch of the Ramblers’ Association.

He will ensure that as your Labour councillor representing the village 
communities of the North Herts Rural division he will question council 
costs and the need of cuts (such as public transport) to services so vital 
to rural life.  He will support Labour’s policy of guaranteeing future 
funding for Police Community Officers and to achieve a high level of 
recycling across the county.  He wants to also see devolved budgets and 
decision-making at the lowest level possible to ensure all communities 
are involved in the democratic process. This would see local forums set 
up to discuss local issues.  

Tony Hunter
Conservative

My thanks to Village Voice for the opportunity to remind you all of 
the importance of using your vote.

 As Conservatives, we have tried to put you first when balancing 
the books at County Hall.  We have frozen the Council Tax for four 
years,  saving the average family over £500.  We have been tough on 
the council and hard on its suppliers and contractors, using the money 
we do have for vital front-line services. Our record proves we can be 
trusted to spend wisely.   

When you decide whether and how to vote on 2nd May, please re-
member:-  we have invested record sums on roads, including the Rural 
Programme, which did not exist when I became a County Councillor.  
We have kept open all static libraries and children’s centres.  We have 
cut management costs by 25%.  We run some of the very best services 
in the land.  We are reviewing 20 mph speed limits in villages where it 
is wanted and appropriate.   If you put your trust in me, I will repay it 
by continuing to work hard for you.

Peter Robbins
UKIP

Why should you vote on May 2nd?    You may not be aware that it 
could be your last opportunity!  The EU proposes to abolish our County 
Councils and substitute giant regional authorities.

Why vote for me?  I am local, and readily accessible to you. I lived 
in Hitchin until 1990 when I moved to Caldecote and, apart from my 
professional life as a management consultant, I have been voluntarily 
contributing to the local community all my adult life.    

I have Local Government experience, serving on the Hitchin District 
Council as an Independent, truly representing the ordinary people.   Now 
I am standing under the UKIP banner, as this is the only Party whose 
manifesto genuinely reflects the real concerns of the electors. 

I do not fool myself that, as an individual Councillor, I will have much 
influence over general policies. However, I have acquired a reputation 
over the years as an “agitator” and I promise that I will  work unceasingly 
on your behalf and respond to any matter you bring to me.    I shall 
listen - and I shall act!  I ask for your vote. Please give me your trust – I 
will not abuse it!

***

Vote for one of these to serve as Hertfordshire County Councillor
We asked all five candidates for 200 words on why we should vote for them on May 

2nd. This is what they wrote.

***

***



May 2nd County Council Election, see page 2
May 3rd Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
May 11th & 12th Hinxworth Art Exhibition, 10am - 4pm, see page 1
May 12th Ashwell at Home, 12pm - 6pm, see this page 
May 18th Spanish Cultural Celebration, 7.30pm, see this page
 May 25th Concert St. Nicholas Church, 7.30pm
June 8th Summer Charity Butterfly Ball, Hinxworth Village Hall
June 14th Charity Golf Day, 12pm, see page 4
June 17th Ashwell Museum British Museum trip 9am
June 30th Newnham Church Lunch
July 6th Casino Night, see page 4
July 20th Hampers and Champers, 8pm, see page 4
July 24th Village Outing Harlaxton Manor 9am see page 4
September 22nd Ashwell Museum trip to London, 9am
October 13th The Friday Funny Jokes Lunch
November 23rd Village Supper

Dates for your diary

Spanish Cultural Celebration
You are cordially invited to a Spanish Cultural Celebration which 

is being held in Newnham Village Hall on Saturday 18th May 2013 
at 7.30pm.  The highlight of the event will be entertainment by Paul 

  Ashwell at Home 2013

able to see the unveiling of the new village sign at 12 noon.
In addition to 15 open gardens including a medieval farmhouse 

enclosed by a moat, you can visit the village lock-up no longer in use! 
Ashwell cottage garden is hosting an archaeological dig. There will be a 
wide selection of displays including a harp demonstration, two model 
railways, old concertinas and accordions and much more.   There will 
be Morris dancing, vintage cycle tour, Well Dressing.Mummers’ play, 
cricket match and Henry Harris’s funfair. And everywhere you will find 
“Ashwell Alive” plaques telling the history of many of the houses.    

New for this year are a music trail with short garden concerts performed 
by local musicians throughout the afternoon and guided walking tours 
that invite you to explore the historic heart of Ashwell and a wildlife tour 
through local countryside. There is also a ‘Made in Ashwell’ craft display 
and market.  You can visit Ashwell Museum, the village school and climb 
St. Mary’s Church tower for spectacular views over the village and way 
beyond (admission to the tower £3.00). Homemade lunches and teas will 
be readily available.   Free parking.  
Nicki Holmes

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on Thursday 

18th March.  Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. 
Osmond, Mr E.Sore, Mr. P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.  

Planning: Consultation Local Plan 2011-2031(1) and Community In-
frastructure Levy (2): The Councillors need to know for (1) As Hinxworth 
is not mentioned in the plan, what impact does this document have on 
the Parish?  They need to know for (2) what safeguards are in place when 
adopting this levy to ensure the funds are used for the purpose agreed? 
Does imposing this levy have any impact in distorting the property market? 

Highways: The Chairman will write to Tony Hunter with details of out-
standing items unresolved by Hertfordshire Highways since September 2012.   

Village Hall:   Dorma Door Quote: The Councillors agreed there 
may be a cheaper way to install a new door closure.  The Constitution 
Document: Ultimate responsibility for the Village Hall lies with the 
Parish Council. The day to day running of the Hall and its activities are 
delegated to the Village Hall Management Committee. The PC requested 
that minutes of the VHMC meetings be circulated to the Parish Council 
in future for their information. As per the constitution document the 
VHMC is to be appointed annually. 

Hinxworth Archers: The Parish Council has now received the 
Hinxworth Archers current Public Liability Insurance and Risk Assess-
ment documents from David Osmond.  Hinxworth Archers need to 
update the Parish Council if there are any changes to these documents 
or if new Health & Safety guidelines are issued.

Flag Days: The Councillors have agreed a list for those days relevant 
for flags to be flown in the Village. Graham White has kindly agreed to 
continue hoisting the flag on the due dates.  The flagpole requires attention. 

Superfast Broadband: Recent information received from Oliver 
Heald and a covering note from the Parish Council Chairman are to be 
distributed to the residents of Hinxworth. 

Gypsy and Travellers’ Sites in Central Beds.: The Parish Clerk is to 
write to Central Beds. requesting a copy of their plans for any potential 
travellers’ sites on Central Beds. land within a 10 mile radius of Hinxworth.

Vice Chairman: The Councillors agreed to appoint a Vice-Chairman to 
the Parish Council. David Osmond agreed to take up the position for a period 
of three months, May to July, to be reviewed again at the September Meet-
ing. The Councillors agreed unanimously to David Osmond’s appointment.   

 Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday May 2nd 2013 at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council    

Sweet on Classical Spanish guitar.  The evening 
will also feature a Spanish meal with two freshly 
cooked paella dishes, fish and meat, chorizo and 
new potatoes, together with ice cold Sangria for 
each table.  There will be a Spanish prize quiz, 
Pinata Bull Fighting and a Grand Raffle.  Adults 
£15 and children £7.  Bring your own drinks.  For 
catering purposes admission to this event will be by 

Finding out about Islam

This year Ashwell at Home will be on Sunday 12th 
May from 12 noon - 6.00pm, raising money for the 
village museum, church and school.  To celebrate the 
30th Anniversary of this popular village event, there 
will be even more to see and do with entertainment for 
all the family. And, if you arrive promptly, you will be 

A small coach carried 23 of us from the 
study group Mustard Seed and friends to 
Regents Park Mosque after Church on April 
21st. We were welcomed by our guide for 
the day Naugul Durani, a retired electronics 
lecturer. He introduced us to the teachings 
and history of Islam and took us on a tour 
of the magnificent mosque and cultural centre, built on a 2.3 acre site 
given to the Muslim community by the British government. The mosque 
was built in the 1970s based on a design by Sir Frederick Gibberd.

In accordance with Muslim custom, we removed our shoes to enter 
the breathtakingly beautiful prayer hall, not as an act of worship, but to 
exclude dirt and preserve the massive carpet.

ticket only.  To avoid disappointment please book early by phoning Pat or 
Phil on 01462 742197.  All proceeds go to the upkeep of the village hall.
Phil Gilbert

At every point we were encouraged to ask questions and each one was 
answered fully by our very knowledgeable and friendly guide.   After a deli-
cious buffet lunch, there was time for a few more questions, then back on 
to the coach for the journey home.  Muslims, Jews and Christians share ele-
ments of a common faith heritage, and the more we understand one another 
the better. The visit was organised by Michael Baim, and we thank him.
Patrick Forbes 



  Church Services
May 5th 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
May 12th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                    9.30 Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham               

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Nicholas.MUSTO@Herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural

beat surgery
The next surgery will be held in the Mobile Library, Bushel and Strike, 
Ashwell 1pm - 2pm, Tuesday 14th May.

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for June’s Village Voice to Annie 
Cullen, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to 
villagevoice3@gmail.com by May 20th. Village Voice, published by 
Forbes Services Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Yet another phone scam
There appears to be another little scam that is 

doing the rounds. You get a phone call saying that 
as you are a pensioner you are eligible for a pay-
ment of £1000 - to find out more, please press 5, 
or to finish call please press 9. I think that both of these are automatic 
dial-ins on a premium rate line. There are variations on the call, like 
‘Eligible for Heating Grants’ etc. I suggest that you just put the phone 
straight down and do not press any buttons.

Heating Oil security
Now a high-value commodity, heating oil is often stolen at night.
- Move it: If the tank is located away from the house, move it closer 

where you can keep a better eye on it 
- Screen it: If the tank can be seen from the road, then screen it with 

fencing or hedging. 
- Cage it: Consider building a metal cage around it with a secure 

entrance gate. 
- Conceal pipe work: Reduce the locations that it can be attacked. 

Conceal external pipe work. 
- Cut the power supply: Ensure that any electrical control boxes or 

switches are in a secure environment, your house? 
- Block Vehicle access: Keep vehicles as far away from your tank as 

possible, Use locked gates, parking posts or hooped barriers. Install a 
driveway alert monitor.

- Invest in good lighting: Fit movement activated lighting and 
consider the type that activates a buzzer in the house when it switches 
on. Adjust the sensitivity to prevent false alarms. 

- Check your home insurance: Ensure that your home insurance 
covers you for the loss/theft of your heating oil.

Off licence checks
Police in Herts have been working closely with Trading Standards to 

keep a close eye on off licenses in the area. Regular checks are carried 
out including test purchase operations, to check that the businesses are 
operating in accordance with their licensing agreements.

Would your child like to ride Onkey, a very loveable Donkey who 
lives in Ashwell. If so, you will be taught how to. Onkey wants to be rid-
den regularly. Please call Antonia on 01462 743652 or 07802 876947.

Ashwell’s Fight Against Cancer
Ashwell’s Fight Against Cancer (A.F.A.C.) has 

been set up by Christine Scholfield to support the 
lesser known forms of cancer treatment that do not 
receive the levels of fundraising support available to 

those with a higher profile. Both events are raising funds in support of 
developments at Addenbrooke’s Hospital into cancers of the liver and 
the upper GI tract.

Following the success of a ‘Diamond Revue’ in 2010 that raised 
£2,800, Christine and a group of friends from Ashwell are staging two 
big fundraising events this year and aim to do even better by raising 
£5000 for this very worthy cause.

Charity Golf Day – Friday 14th June 2013 (12noon onwards)
A Charity Golf Day at Chesfield Downs Golf & Country Club, 

Graveley.  Featuring many popular golfing competitions including longest 
drive, nearest the pin, putting competition and others.  Supporters of this 
event can participate in the whole day or just come along for the golf or 
the evening meal. Costs are £40 per head inclusive of golf, evening meal 
and refreshments; golf only is available for £30 or for those joining just 
for the evening meal the cost is £15.  Anyone wishing to support this 
event can participate in the golf day by putting together a team of four 
or joining in as an individual participant. The cut off date for confirm-
ing attendance is end May.  For more information and a booking form, 
contact Keith@keithgordon.net, or telephone 07764 475391.

‘Hampers and Champers’ Revue – Saturday 20th July 2013 at 8pm
 An action-packed revue featuring local artistes performing a series of 

music, sketches and comedy at Ashwell Village Hall.  This entertaining 
event includes supper and the added attraction of the chance to ‘win 
a diamond’ by purchasing a glass of champagne – one of which will 
contain a diamond with a retail value of more than £1000!  Dress code? 
Henley! Striped shirts/jackets/bow tie/boaters/summer dresses.  Tickets 
are £20 per person. For more information and to pre-book, contact 
Christinescholfield@hotmail.com  or 01462 742136.

All profits from both the Golf Day and Hampers and Champers 
Revue will go to Addenbrooke’s Hospital in support of the cause. 
Nicki Holmes

Habeas Corpus
Knebworth Amateur Dramatic Society presents Habeas Corpus, Alan 

Bennett’s hilarious seaside farce.  Thursday 23rd - Saturday 25th May 
7.45pm, Knebworth Village Hall.  Tickets £6.50, concessions £5.50.  
Not suitable for children.  Box office Jo Simson 01438 814166 or 
07952 199183 or Village News, Station Road, Knebworth.  For further 
information on this production/KATS contact Jo Simson, jo.simson@
ntlworld.com

Casino Night
Saturday 6th July 2013.  Three tables of Poker, Black-Jack and Roulette 

at Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall.  Evening Dress — Black Tie, 
7.30 for 8pm.  £15 each including food, Come on villagers, call me for 
your tickets!  All profits to Village Hall funds. 
Jan Raynham, Ogles, High Street, Hinxworth.  01462 742258

For Sale.  
Dark Green Plastic garden sun lounger, green and white striped mat-

tress, waterproof rain protector. Rarely used, £20 ovno.
Carol Cheney 01462 742602

Anyone for a donkey ride?


