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November soup lunch 
is Friday 8th Novem-
ber 12.30pm to 2pm, 
Hinxworth Village Hall

Village Supper Last Call
Saturday November 23rd

Get some friends and family together and come and join your fellow 
villagers in an evening of good food and entertainment. This is the main 
fundraiser of the year for the village hall so please come and support us. 
Hosts needed so if you want to guarantee your place with friends why 
not offer to host a table? The only onerous part of this necessary role is 
taking the washing up home! All welcome to a guaranteed great value 
evening out.  More information on the auction of promises on page 3.

Please phone 01462 742505 or call at 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth.

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday November 30th

11am till 1pm in Hinxworth Village 
Hall.  Refreshments and goods to buy and 
a visit from Father Christmas.  There are 
a couple of stall spaces left, if you’d like 
to sell or advertise your goods and crafts.
Victoria Scales 01462 

Winter Wonderland Ball
Saturday 7th December at Hinxworth Village Hall.  Drink on arrival, 

Three course meal with wine, Soul singer Uche Eke will also be singing 
swing, jazz and easy listening, Disco and Bar. Ticket price £37.50.  £10 
deposit required at booking. Dress code - Black tie.  call Valerie James 
07974 013107 or Debbie Hawthorne 07446 357556

Alternative Christmas Card Scheme
I suspect most of us are reluctant to start planning for the Festive 

Season just yet, but it’ll soon be time to think about buying Christmas 
cards again.  If you are new to the village or haven’t joined the scheme 
before, the idea is that those taking part donate the money that they would 
otherwise have spent on buying and sending Christmas cards to their 
friends in Hinxworth and Edworth.  Any amount is gratefully received.  
Just before Christmas a card sending Christmas greetings and the names 
of all the participants is delivered to every house in these two villages.

Each year we have supported a local hospice and a Third World char-
ity.  This year, the charities we will be supporting are the Garden House 
Hospice in Letchworth and Water Aid. Last year we raised £1,200.

money before Christmas please
If you are interested in joining the scheme again or for the first time, 
all I need at this stage are your names to janetfair@btinternet.com or 
telephone me on 01462 743137, but it would be a great help and save 
me the embarrassment of having to chase people up, if you could, please, 
let me have your money before Christmas.  Just put your contribution 
- preferably cheques, though cash is welcome too, of course - in an en-
velope and drop it in to me at “Cammocks”, Chapel Street, Hinxworth.  
Cheques should be made out to Garden House Hospice and/or WaterAid. 
You may, of course, wish to divide your money between both charities.  
If your contribution is in the form of cash, do remember to write your 
name on the envelope and which cause(s) you would like to support. 

gift aid is a bargain 
Finally, but most importantly, if you are a UK taxpayer and would like 
to make your contribution through Gift Aid, do please let me know.  It 
is a great help to the charity concerned as it can then reclaim another 
25p in the £1 without any extra cost to you.  If you have contributed to 
either of these organisations before through Gift Aid you will not need 
to complete another form; otherwise these can be downloaded from the 
internet, or I can supply one.  Just let me know. Meanwhile, remember  
-  you don’t need to buy so many Christmas cards! 
Janet Fair

Reproduced with kind permission 
of Matt of The Daily Telegraph

Archers successful season
Hinxworth’s archers 
finished the 2013 
summer season with 
a flourish with suc-
cesses in both of 
the summer leagues 
that they entered.

In  the  annua l 
Hertfordshire Sum-
mer League our com-
pound archers were 

unbeaten for the second year in a row and finished in first place. In the 
same county league our recurve archers were second overall with 4 wins 
from 5 matches but with the highest total aggregate score of any other 
team. Our longbows came second in their category and our juniors also 
finished second in their first competition.

In the Selby National Postal League our compounds in Division 
One had a clean sweep and our recurve archers did the same in Division 
Two with the highest scores in the U.K. of 6939 and 9008 respectively.
David Osmond

Remembrance at Hinxworth
 On Sunday November 10th there will be a Communion service at 

St Nicholas Church at 9.45 am followed by the Remembrance ceremony 
and Two Minutes Silence at the War Memorial in the High Street. There 
will be coffee afterwards at the Three Horseshoes. All welcome.

Critical Mess
 In any community, population figures will determine what events 

and activities are likely to be supported. In Hinxworth we are blessed by 
very many hard working individuals who give their time and talents to 
organising events like the Village Supper. Where entertainment, catering, 
volunteer staff have to be organised in advance, it is not good enough 
to say, “well, we might come,” and put off a decision about tickets until 
the day before or even the day itself.

 It would be a great kindness if people would say up front whether 
or not they are able to attend, giving the organisers an accurate picture 
of whether or not the event is going to be viable.

 Critical mass is needed to keep events and organisations alive and 
communities thriving. There are suggestions that what we may be expe-
riencing is critical mess.
Patrick Forbes



Stage School Christmas Workshop
This Christmas Ashwell Stage School are putting on a two day singing 

and acting workshop for young people aged 6-12 years old. This will take 
place at Ashwell Primary School on 2nd and 3rd January 2014.  Limited 
spaces £59. Contact Alex on 07903 058568 or missaeh@hotmail.co.uk

Thank you from NHDC  
Early indications suggest that people’s efforts will lead to higher than 

expected recycling rates, and less than ever going to landfill – good news 
for the environment and a big help in reducing the growing cost of waste 
disposal.  The success of the new service is down to residents throughout 
the area. They can continue to help make sure the process runs smoothly 
and cost effectively for NHDC Council taxpayers, and make sure that 
bins can be collected.

how to make it work even better
Plastic Bags: Remember not to put plastic bags or plastic film (e.g. film 
lids on ready meals or cling film) in the recycling bin - these cannot be 
recycled by our current contractor and can jam the machines at the 
recycling centre.  
Food residue:  Make sure food residue is rinsed off containers, for ex-
ample microwave trays, cans etc. If there is too much food residue the 
contents of the bin can be classed as ‘contaminated’ and sent to landfill.  
Textiles: It is great to see so many people using the new system to recycle 
old clothing and shoes in the grey bin – just make sure that these items 
go in a plastic bag (no black sacks) and are placed on top or at the side 
of the grey bin. 
Food waste: Food waste can either go straight into the brown bin, or you 
can use the caddy liners provided - either way, it will end up being com-
posted locally.  Please do not place food waste in the grey recycling bin. 

your questions answered
If you have any concerns or questions about the new service please con-
tact service@north-herts.gov.uk, telephone 01462 474000 or visit the 
website at www.north-herts.gov.uk and search for  Waste and Recycling.

Information on all of NHDC’s waste and recycling services can be 
found at www.north-herts.gov.uk

Zumba still going strong on Mondays 6-7pm in 
Hinxworth Village Hall.  Pay by the session or in 
blocks of 5 or 10. Come along and give it a try.

Out of the Phoenix a Scarecrow is born 
We have claimed that the Big Event  
Is full of produce that is heaven sent
Now yes there will be entries
Of carrots, potatoes, onions and marrow
So many veg, bulging in size, arriving by barrow
But, when our plants just fail to bloom 
We won’t feel left out 
That’s not what the Big Event is about 
So don’t get glum too soon 
This day of pride and dreams and prizes  
Introduces us to crafts and cakes and many surprises 
As every talent is catered for
The more you enter the more you score 
So, we could build a scarecrow
Bold and bright  
Not to sit in field or furrow  
But to adorn the greatest show,  
Will he be a pirate or a king   
Dressed as a maiden or a vicar who can sing 
The choice is yours 
Your scarecrow’s your oyster 
As long as his body is of straw and
he’s stood fast and solid on a stick

Application forms available soon
Village Hall Management Committee

Ewe-nicorn in Edworth!

Good home wanted for Nordman fir Christmas tree in pot.   It 
is now 6 feet tall, including pot, and is too big for our room.

            Telephone Annette or Patrick on 01462 742015.

Pilates returns to Hinxworth
Pilates will improve your posture, develop core strength and flatten 

your stomach. It is a safe and effective exercise method suitable for all ages 
that enables you to release tension, overcome stress and relax. Beginners 
welcome.  “In ten sessions you will feel the difference, in twenty sessions 
see the difference and in thirty you will have a whole new body” Joseph 
Pilates.  Wednesdays 6 -7 pm Hinxworth Village Hall, £30 for 5 classes 
or  £7 drop-in.  Please bring a mat.  Any questions please call Neelam 
07891 752906  email  nr@neelamrajani.com

Harp Concert raises £285
Some 30 villagers came to a concert 

given by harpist Catherine Dunlop on 
September 28th in Saint Nicholas Church. 
Catherine, in her eighties, interspersed the 
pieces she played with a wealth of informa-
tion and stories about harps and harpists. 
She described travelling with her harp  on 
London Underground to a concert, no 
mean feat.

harp under water
 She also played on a harp made of carbon fibre, incredibly light and 
strong. One player had suggested playing it under water! The concert 
raised £285 for St Nicholas Church development fund. Thank you, 
Catherine.

Hildegard of Bingen concert
In the Spirit of Hildegard, Saturday 16 November 2013 at 7.30pm,  

St Mary’s Church, Ashwell.  North Herts Guild of Singers. Conductor: 
Stephen Bullamore.  The programme features a new choral work written 
by Terry Mann based on texts by Hildegard of Bingen. 

first performed in Bingen
This is the North Herts Guild of Singers’ first commission and will have 
had its first performance in St Martin’s Basilica, Bingen during the choir’s 
trip to the Rhineland in October 2013.  The programme also includes: 
Ireland’s Greater Love; Purcell’s Hear my prayer & Remember not Lord 
our offences; Britten’s Te Deum in E (“Festival Te Deum”); Mendelssohn’s 
Hear my prayer; Wesley’s Ascribe unto the Lord, and more...

Tickets £12, £10, £5 from David’s Bookshop. Ashwell Post Office, 
or 01462 790210 or www.nhgs.org.uk

picture: Joanna Smyth

If you make or sell items and would like to feature them in De-
cember’s edition of Village Voice, please contact Editor Annie Cullen 
at villagevoice3@gmail.com as soon as possible. Thank you.



November 8th Soup Lunch 12.30pm Hinxworth Village Hall
November 16th Hildegard of Bingen concert 7.30pm, St. Mary’s Ashwell
November 23rd Village Supper, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm, Hinxworth Village Hall
December 7th Afternoon of Carols at Caldecote Church
December 7th Winter Wonderland Ball, see page 1
March 15th 2014 - Crooner and Hollywood Glam evening
July 13th 2014 Newnham Parish Lunch
August 30th 2014 Hinxworth Village Show

Dates for your diary

Heating Oil thefts
Over the last few weeks we have seen an emerging trend of heating 

oil being stolen in the rural areas. In one incident as much as 1000 litres 
was taken overnight.

 I wanted to make you all aware so we can be on our guard and take 
precautions. We believe these offences are taking place in the middle of 
the night and would urge you to report any suspicious activity or noises. 
Due to the quantity of oil being taken, a van or lorry is being used at 
the scene or close by and again we would ask to be vigilant when such 
vehicles seem out of place in your location at night.   There are products 
available to secure oil tanks and I would urge you to consider looking 
on the internet and purchasing any one of these products to help either 
prevent the theft, or slow the thieves sufficiently that they consider your 
property too much of a risk and move on.

 If you have any information that would assist us in tracking down 
offenders relating to this crime then please contact me via email, nic.
musto@herts.pnn.police.uk or dial 101 for non emergencies.  If you 
suspect a crime is happening there and then, please dial 999.
 Nic Musto

Badly Behaved Dogs
I believe that most dogs are well behaved and enjoy their daily walk 

whilst being controlled on a lead when near houses in the village. Un-
fortunately this is not always the case!

chickens savaged
Yet again we have had several dogs tearing round our garden and savaging 
our chickens. As you can imagine this was very stressful for the chickens 
as well as us. We also have our ten month old granddaughter who often 
plays in the garden with our cat who finds walking difficult. We do not 
want them to suffer the same fate as our much loved free range hens! 

keep dogs on lead
So please, dog lovers, keep your pets on a lead.

Jessica and Graham White

Hinxworth and Edworth WI Meeting
A meeting that could have been rather dry was made most interesting 

by our speaker, local resident Jan Olson-Williams. She came to talk to 
us about the Criminal Justice System.  Jan, a Senior Probation Officer 
for some years, now retired, started her talk by saying she could quote 
facts and figures to us all evening, with the result we could be nodding 
off.  Instead she had devised a quiz so we used our grey matter to answer 
such questions as ‘name the last man and last woman to be hanged in 
England and Wales’ and ‘in what years did the hangings take place?’  We 
also had to answer ‘what is the size of the prison population’ and ‘how 
many prisons are there in England and Wales?’

84,135 guests of her Majesty
In total 11 questions were asked and when we had had time to answer 
them in groups of four, Jan went through the answers and discussed the 
subject.  No. 1 was Ruth Ellis in 1955 and two men were simultaneously 
hung, one from Liverpool one from Manchester in August 1961 at 8pm.  
No. 2. The size of the prison population in England and Wales is 84,135.  
No. 3 There are 139 prisons in England and Wales.

life sentence is on average 12.5 years
 Jan went on to say that there are 250,000 people under supervision of 
the Probation Service and the average length of a life sentence is twelve 
and half years.  95% of cases are heard in the magistrates courts and only 
five per cent are heard in the crown courts.

The maximum length of custodial sentence that can be passed in 
a magistrate’s court is six months for a first offence,  and for a second 
offence,  12 months.  How many jurors must agree on a verdict before 
it can be accepted? The answer, 10-2 or 10-1 and a hung jury is 6-6.

thanks, Jan
We learnt a great deal on a subject of which many of us had no knowledge.  
Thanks, Jan, for giving up your time to educate us on a subject which 
could have been difficult to listen to but had been made interesting.

Next month’s meeting:  Quilting  by Karen Hrbek,  Thursday 
November 14th 2013  at 7.45pm The Village Hall, Hinxworth.  New 
members welcome.
Carol Cheney

Village Supper Auction of Promises
 These are just a few of what we hope will be a great variety of talents 

or promises which generous villagers have offered. Look through and if 
there is anything you would like to make a bid for and you know you 
won’t be at the supper, please put a bid with your name and contact 
details in an envelope and the lot number and brief description on the 
outside and hand it in to 12 Francis Road.  Successful bidders will be 
notified after the village supper.

 Lots available to bid on ahead of the village supper:
1.  A full Manicure and Pedicure
2.  Shellac Nails - A nail varnish experience where many colours and 

designs are available.  Varnish lasts for weeks.
3.  Two two-hour sessions computer tuition or help, you choose.  

For example, fix a problem with your computer or learn how to get the 
photos off your digital camera, etc.

4.  Two freshly baked bakewell tarts - one day’s notice required
5.  Four freshly baked round loaves
6.  A full three course meal prepared and served by Heather in the 

host’s home. Maximum of eight covers. Ingredients included.  Michael 
will act as butler undertaking the usual duties associated with the posi-
tion. Both of us will be suitably attired.  Should take place on a weekend, 
either a Saturday night dinner party or a Sunday lunch.  To take place 
in the new year. Reserve on this lot

7.  Pottery afternoon for two people.  Throw a pot on the wheel or 
coil a vessel.  Under 16s must be accompanied by an adult

8.  A Fondue or Raclette evening for four people
9.  Four lawn mowing sessions using own mower or property owners 

sit on mower!
10.  Two hours weeding
11.  A baby sitting session
12.  Two hours weeding (separate from lot 10)
13.  A homemade cake of the winning bidders choice
14.  Pre-dinner cocktails at the buyer’s dinner party (negotiable). 

Maximum of eight people.  Two cocktails each.  Limited cocktail menu 
pre-agreed with host.  We supply all drinks, glasses and accessories. 
Reserve on this lot.

15.   Six bottles of sparkling wine from France
16.   Four people to have dinner with us at The Chapel - 4 courses 

and wine.

Annie Hull Ceramics 
I will be showing and selling my latest ceramic work at these three 

events in the coming months:  
Saturday 2 November, 10 am to 4 pm: Arts Craft & Design Fair at 

Letchworth Settlement, Letchworth.  This event is in aid of the Garden 
House Hospice.  Saturday 23 November, 4 pm to 7 pm,  Christmas Mar-
ket at St Francis’ College, Broadway, Letchworth.  Saturday 7 December, 
9.30 am to 1 pm, Ashwell at Christmas at St Mary’s Church, Ashwell 

 I hope that you will be able to come to one or more of these events 
and look forward to seeing you.
 Annie Hull



  Church Services
November 3rd 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
November 10th 9.45am Remembrance Service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
November 17th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
November 24th 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
        9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

On the beat 
with PC 1277 Nic Musto

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

Hertfordshire Police contact

Please send all copy and pictures for December’s Village Voice to Annie Cul-
len, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by November 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services 
Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

I have been asked this month to pass on some 
advice regarding fraud. 

Residents in our area have been hit by some 
very convincing phone calls from people posing 
as employees from the victims bank. The caller 
then informs the victim that their bank account has been hacked and 
money has been stolen, they are then requested to send their bank card 
and PIN in an envelope to a specified address. Our victim does so and 
then notices that money HAS indeed been taken out. They contact their 
bank and a new card and PIN issued. A few weeks or months later our 
fraudsters call again, saying that they are the bank and checking that the 
new card and PIN arrived safely. Once that is confirmed they say there 
was a problem with that card and could they send it back with the PIN…
the circle goes on and on and the victim loses time and time again. No 
prizes in guessing that nearly all victims are elderly and vulnerable and 
more susceptible to a polite convincing phone call. 

silent crime
 Fraud has been described as a ‘silent crime’. But it is not a victimless 

crime. It knows no boundaries and deeply affects tens of thousands of 
people in the UK each year. It is a crime that is second only to the illegal 
drugs trade in terms of its impact on the UK, and on average, it costs 
each adult living in the UK around £621 per year.  But the human cost 
is even higher because proceeds of fraud are often used to fund serious 
crimes such as drug smuggling and people trafficking.

  If individuals or business operators have been a victim of fraud in 
the last 12 months and want to report a fraud, they are encouraged to 
call Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040, Textphone 0300 123 2050 or visit   
www.actionfraud.police.uk to get advice and guidance on protecting 
yourself from fraud.  

account used without permission
An unauthorised transaction on your account is money going out of, 

or into your account, that you didn’t know about and haven’t allowed. An 
example is something that has been paid for with your credit card that 
you didn’t know about, and haven’t given your permission for.

If you think there has been an unauthorised transaction on your ac-
count, you should tell your bank or building society as soon as possible. 
This should be no later than 13 months after the transaction.

If there is an unauthorised transaction on your account, you may be 
a victim of identity theft. 

Identity theft
Identity theft is where someone you don’t know gets hold of your 

personal details, PIN number, telephone or internet banking security 
details and uses them to access your account.

If you suspect you have been a victim of identity theft, you should act 
quickly:  Contact the bank straight away; keep a record of all conversa-
tions you have with them and copies of any letters sent or received; report 
the matter to the police, and get a crime reference number;  check with 
the credit reference agencies whether any applications for credit have 
been made in your name. 

Small bees, big difference!
The collection at the Harvest Festival service at St George’s Church 

Edworth raised over £85 to go to the Bishop of  Saint Albans Harvest 
Appeal.  This year’s Harvest Appeal supports bee keepers in Ethiopia. 
Learning to get the most from their hives, bee keepers in Ethiopia receive 
training, new equipment and a community cooperative to help them 
make more honey and sell it at a higher price. Result? In the words of 
one beekeeper:

 ‘I am sending my children to school with the money I earn. If you 
could see me before, I didn’t have many clothes to wear. Whenever one of 
the family was sick it would take them more than a month to get better. 
Now we take them straight to the clinic and within a week they will be 
better. They also get sick less often’.

The improved quality and quantity of honey now typically sells for 
three to four times the price than before. With the money received 
through donations to Christian Aid, communities have become more 
resilient and fewer lives are lost in Ethiopia during times of drought. This 
long term work is helping people to grow more in the good years, to 
store or sell the surplus to ensure something is put by for the bad years 
and to invest in their future.  To give online and for further information, 
please visit www.harvestappeal.org.
Rochelle Mortier

Grant for Community Buildings
CDA Herts awarded just over £9000 to expand work with village 

halls and community buildings over the next year.
CDA Herts has been awarded the funding from the Big Lottery.  
Emily Butterworth Community Services Manager said: “We are 

delighted that the work we do with community building management 
committees has been endorsed and can develop with this funding. This 
will allow us to improve our services and run events to support the vitally 
important volunteers who run halls for the benefit of their communities.

We will be holding a Community Buildings Conference on 4th 
December and plan to hold 3 further training sessions for the trustees 
of community buildings.  

We are also planning other activities such as a survey of community 
venues in Hertfordshire to find out their needs and help us plan our 
work and a database of halls and their facilities.”

We aim to build the skills and capacity of community buildings’ 
management committees and help them become more vital and dynamic 
hubs in their communities.

The grant will allow us to improve our resources and support service 
to community buildings for the future. Working with our partners and 
with established networks, as well as extending our contacts, we will 
survey community buildings in Herts about their facilities, circumstances, 
issues and needs and create a centralised database of information. We 
will also develop our resources to help us respond efficiently to the many 
enquiries we receive.  

To find out more about CDA Herts go to www.cdaherts.org.uk

Ashwell School Fireworks
We suspect that Ashwell School PTA fireworks will be discharged on 

the Recreation Ground, Hinxworth on Saturday November 2nd. We 
have been given no details at all. Sorry.


