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Music Themed Quiz Night
Get your thinking caps on and join me for a fun quiz with a musical 

flavour  at 7.30 pm on Saturday 19th October 2013 at  the Village Hall, 
Hinxworth.  Don’t panic! you don’t have to be musical buffs to enjoy the 
evening, there will be lots of listening, looking and ‘I know that tune!’. 
Maximum 6 per team, bring your own drinks.  There will be snacks on 
the tables.  Please contact Helene Donohoe on 07890 212194 or e-mail 
h.donohoe@btopenworld.com to book your table. Price £3 per person.

October soup lunch will be on 
Friday 11th October 12.30 to 2pm, 

Hinxworth Village Hall

Alfie Lloyd Moss, aged three and 
a half,  from Hinxworth kindly made 
his greengages available to anyone 
who wanted them - and they were 
delicious! Thanks, Alfie.

Village Supper
Saturday November 23rd

Three course dinner, entertainment and an auction of promises in 
aid of Hinxworth Village Hall.  Hostesses required.  Auction of promises 
and talents, entries wanted.  Tickets £12.50 available now.  Please contact 
Victoria Scales on 01462 742 505 for more information and tickets.

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday November 30th

11am till 1pm.  Items to buy, visit from Santa and refreshments in 
aid of the village hall.  If you would like to sell items at the Christmas 
Bazaar, large tables are £10 and small tables £5.  Please contact Victoria 
Scales on 742 505 for more information.

Coming soon to Edworth, Summer Barn 
Tea Room!

Winter Wonderland Ball
Why not enjoy an early start to the festive party season and join us 

on Saturday 7th December at the Village Hall - 7.30pm till late?
Enjoy a glass of sparkly on arrival. Three course meal with a glass 

of wine, followed by coffee, tea and mints.  Soul singer Uche Eke will 
also be singing swing, jazz and easy listening, supporting Disco & Bar.

 Tickets £37.50 - Dress code: Gents Black Tie - Ladies Evening or 
Cocktail Dress.  The hall will again be suitably dressed for the occasion.

  Although we are not organising the ball as a charitable event, any 
proceeds from the evening will be donated to a charity chosen by you.

 £10.00 per person deposit required. Please call Valerie James, 07974 
013107 or Debbie Hawthorne, 07446 357556 

Hope to see you all there. 
Valerie, Debbie, Helene & Janice

A prettier site can ne’er be seen,
hedgerows teeming with fruits around the green. 

Now some of you may think of autumn pies 
but for those who feel time is ripe 

to make your special nectar of delight,
come now all whose elixir’s the best. 
Now it’s time to collect your berry 

to make your liqueur or even sherry.
Pick the fruit or be it grape,

steep it in your sugar and spirit. 
Store in bottle or vat of any shape.
Shake your tipple stir and churn 
whatever gives your best return. 

Now is August 2014 
Siphon from the pulp and bottle 

ready for the big event.  
Judged amongst the village best 
Will your snifter pass the test?

Spare Fruit and Veg make £35.18
Joyce and Morris Stanley had a bumper year for vegetables and as you 

can only eat a certain amount we thought we would sell anything that 
we could not store for the winter. I would like to thank all those people 
that made use of our surplus veg and fruit and then gave a donation to 
the Hinxworth church funds. Although it was only a few days we raised 
£35.18. which the church have aknowledged. Hinxworth Church are 
raising money to purchase a small oak building to replace the existing 
shed outside the churchyard. Therefore every little helps.
Morris Stanley

Horsedrawn broadband
 So no superfast broadband for Hinxworth. It’s okay for BT’s 

Chief Executive to leave with some £9 million. It’s not okay, ap-
parently, not important to provide us with a decent broadband 
service, despite the decades of line rental paid for a rotting line 
between Hinxworth and Ashwell. A conservative estimate means I 
have paid BT over £2,000 for the rental of a line which their own 
engineers have described as “rotting” aluminium but which their 
Parliamentary Representative described to our Member of Parlia-
ment as “fit for purpose”. Then there are the monthly charges for 
calls and a broadband service which is so awful, our competitors 
in mainland Europe must be having hysterics.

 So reason has not prevailed.Maybe we need to become unrea-
sonable. Suggestions, short of criminal activity, would be welcome.
Patrick Forbes

Greengage AlfieVillage Harvest 
Festivals

Hinxworth and Edworth will 
be holding their Harvest Festival 
at St George’s Church, Edworth 
at 4 pm on Sunday October 6th 
followed by afternoon tea. Please 
bring produce to decorate the 
church and to take home with you. 
There will be no family service at St 
Nicholas on October 6th.

Newnham’s Harvest Festival 
will be at 5 pm on Sunday October 
13th in St Vincent’s Church. All 
are most welcome.

Start brewing and fermenting

Hinxworth and Edworth 
Village Hall

 Management Committee



Charity logs on to beat recession
 As the recession continues to bite, many charities are finding it harder 

than ever to raise much needed funds.  Supporters of Caldecote Church 
Friends can now boost their favourite cause simply by shopping online.

Caldecote Church Friends has joined thousands of good causes raising 
money through easyfundraising - an online gateway to over 3000 well 
known retailers.  When supporters shop using the links on the easyfun-
draising site, Caldecote Church Friends receive a free donation of up to 
15% of the purchase price. 

more creative ways to raise funds
 With good causes really feeling the pinch during the economic down-
turn, Sarah Price, treasurer of Caldecote Church Friends is keen for as 
many people as possible to sign up: “Things are tough at the moment 
and we understand that, so we have to look at more creative ways to raise 
vital funds for the restoration of Caldecote Church, a tiny redundant 
church in the smallest village in Hertfordshire.  More people than ever 
are shopping online because they know they can pick up a bargain. With 
easyfundraising our supporters get to shop around for the best deals and 
raise money for us at the same time.”

high street names help
Featuring high street names such as Amazon, M&S, Argos and Tesco, 
easyfundraising has already raised helped UK charities raise almost £4 
million.  To support Caldecote Church Friends, visit www.easyfundrais-
ing.org.uk/causes/caldecotecf and follow the instructions.

For further information on Caldecote Church Friends contact Sarah Price 
at  sarahprice@ashwell.me.uk or visit www.caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk  

What follows is the address given by our parish  priest, the Reverend Chris 
Ball, at the funeral of Steve Hull from Hinxworth.

Steve was born in Leigh, in Lancashire, but moved down south, to 
Enfield, before he was 1. But then 4 years later, Steve’s father’s job required 
the family to move North again, to the other side of the Pennines to 
Thurcroft in South Yorkshire. Often people from Yorkshire and Lanca-
shire revisit the Wars of the Roses, but that doesn’t strike me as Steve’s 
style. He was clearly a bright lad, going to Maltby Grammar School a 
year early, where he was teased for being probably the only child there 
who couldn’t play football or rugby because he had been taught shinty 
by the two elderly lady games mistresses at his primary school. I’m not 
sure whether shinty can be described as a racquet sport, or a dangerous 
occupation, but I guess this is where Steve developed the hand-eye co-
ordination that stood him in such good stead at Ashwell Tennis Club.

getting the best out of people
Steve became one of Sainsbury’s youngest management trainees, 

and rose to great heights in significant posts in the Stock Market, and 
Hambro. In later years he worked with Keech Hospice care, applying 
that huge experience to the mission and development of their work too. 
Reading the messages and listening to conversations I think that part of 
what motivated Steve was working out how to get the best out of people 
and organisations. He did this by acute observation, and clear, focussed 
advice given in a spirit of genuine encouragement.

treating people with respect
Annie was kind enough to let me read cards and messages that she has 
received.  Friends have spoken about holidays in and around Norfolk; 
generosity with time and expertise - often in moments of their own 
personal setback and difficulty, Steve offered important help; Steve’s was 
even-handed - popular with everyone from directors to cleaners -  his 
advice, guidance, mentoring, and humour that made you a better person, 
and gave you the confidence in your own abilities to do things the right 
way which is to treat people with respect and honesty.

Alongside his considerable professional stature one of the delightful 
mementoes is an invitation from Steve to two young neighbours to a 
Badger-watching event. It outlines a detailed timetable in tongue-in-
cheek seriousness - on one side of A4. I gather this was also something 
of a trademark of Steve’s. I’m sure this hasn’t kept to that standard, but he 
clearly made such an enormous contribution to the life and work, or if I 
can put it the other way round, to the work, and life of so many people.

happiest of accidents
Annie and Steve met when Annie believed she was interviewing people 
for a project in the personnel department of Granada TV. It turned out 
to be Granada TV rentals, but this was the happiest of accidents. There 
were sparks, and you know the rest. Steve could also let his hair down, 
and was as happy at a Bryan Adams concert, listening to Tina Turner, as 
on the tennis courts of Ashwell.

he knew loss and grief
Shakespeare put words into the mouth of another Dane, one Hamlet, 
prince of Denmark, about the ‘thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir 
to’. He meant the pain and the wounds we might encounter as we live. 
Steve indeed lived a varied and fulfilling life, but also knew, perhaps 
more than many of us here, something of the shocks that come to us as 
human beings. Steve knew loss and grief. Today, we grieve with Annie 
and all of Steve’s wider family. 

held in the love of God
You will find the poem ‘Atlas’ with the order of service at St Mary’s. Atlas 
was one of the titans in Greek Mythology who stood at the western edge 
of the earth where he held the sky in place. Steve is now being held in 
the eternal love of God, in that place of broad welcome that Christ has 
prepared. Another hope of the gospel is that all is now clear to him, he 
sees things clearly just as he is seen through the loving gaze of God. We 
offer him to heaven, and pray for peace. 

Guards! Guards!
KATS (Knebworth Amateur Theatrical Society) present Terry Pratch-

ett’s “Guards! Guards! “by Stephen Briggs, Thursday 21st to Saturday 
23rd November at 7.45pm in Knebworth Village Hall, Park Lane. Tickets 
£7 (concessions £6).  

dragon menaces city
Carrot is different from the other dwarves – he’s six feet tall. There’s only 
one thing for it – he’ll have to leave and join the City Night Watch in 
Ankh-Morpork. It’s unfortunate that he’s arrived just at the moment when 
the city is under threat from a 60-foot fire-breathing dragon . . . perhaps 
the Librarian, whose dabbling in magic had the unfortunate side-effect 
of turning him into an Orang Utan – can help him. To aficionados of 
Terry Pratchett’s Disc World it will all sound familiar. For the rest of 
us – it will just be tremendous fun! 
Jo Simson 01438 814166

My husband Steve, of West Barn, Hinxworth Place, died peacefully 
on 2nd September, aged 66, after a short illness. His funeral took place 
on 20th September at Harwood Park Crematorium followed by a service 
celebrating his life at St Mary’s Church, Ashwell. 

Over 150 people packed the church 
and joined me afterwards for drinks and 
refreshments at the Bushel and Strike. As 
Steve had offered his extensive management 
expertise as Chair of Keech Hospice Care 
I created a Just Giving page in his memory 
and together with the donations received at 
St Mary’s a sum over £1500 has been raised.

thank you
 Thank you for your generosity. I am very 
touched and grateful for all the cards, 
emails, kind words, and offers of help that 
I have received from friends and local residents. It is all helping me to 
get on with my life. Thank you so much. 
Annie

Steve Hull, one of the good guys



October 3rd Hinxworth Parish Council 7 pm Village Hall
October 5th Oktoberfest, Village Hall, Ashwell, see page 4
October 5th  and 6th Ashwell Book weekend, see page 4
October 6th Harvest Festival 4pm St. George’s, Edworth
October 11th Soup Lunch 12.30 - 2 pm Hinxworth Village Hall
October 13th The Friday Funny Jokes Lunch
October 13th St Vincent Newnham Harvest Festival 5 pm
October 19th Music Themed Quiz night, village hall, see page 1
October 19th Last Night at the Proms, St. Mary’s Ashwell, see page 4
November 23rd Village Supper, Hinxworth Village Hall 
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm Hinxworth Village Hall
December 7th Afternoon of Carols at Caldecote Church
December 7th Winter Wonderland Ball, see page 1
March 15th 2014 - Crooner and Hollywood Glam evening
July 13th 2014 Newnham Parish Lunch

Dates for your diary

Save the date!
 The Annual Newnham Parish Lunch will again be at Newnham 

Hall Cottage on Sunday July 13th 2014, we look forward very much to 
seeing everyone again.
Fiona Hughes

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on 

Thursday 5th September in the Village Hall.  Present: Mr D. Os-
mond, Acting Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr E. Sore, Mr P. Watler,                                                                
Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.  Apologies: Mr L. Whitfield.                        

Planning: Local Plan 2011-2031: The Parish Councillors agreed the 
Local Plan would have no impact on Hinxworth.

Highways:  Hinxworth Area: All potholes identified have now been 
“patch” repaired.  

Village Hall: The grassed area in front of the Village Hall is is still 
under discussion.

Recreation Ground:  Caravan Club: The caravan club wish to hold 
their rally again in Hinxworth in 2014 during the period Friday 20th 
June to Sunday 22nd June. The Councillors, having agreed unanimously 
to this, also agreed the charge of £7.00 per day should remain as per 
the 2013 figure.  Stotfold Junior Football Club: The notification from 
the Bedfordshire Association of the Club being a Member is awaited.  

The Allotments: A revised licence document will be issued to all 
allotment holders in September. This is to include the clarification of 
the deposit item.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday October 3rd 2013 at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall. 
Wendy Kitchener,  Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council   

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The meeting of the Women’s Institute in September was an open one 

when husbands, friends and neighbours were also invited.  Our speaker 
was Brian Deal, the pharmacist from Ashwell and his talk was entitled 
Pharmacy Past, Present and Future.

He started by giving us facts about who and how many people the 
pharmacies serve:  1.8 million people visit a pharmacy every day, 84% 
adults visit a pharmacy once a year, 99% of the population can get to 
a pharmacy within 20 minutes of their home.  People visit pharmacies 
four times more frequently than their GPs.  They provide the following 
services:  Dispensing medicines, dealing with doubts that their custom-
ers might have and advice; Repeat dispensing, making sure that patients 
conform to their medication schedule and continuing medication; Waste 
management; Signposting, they do not have the answer to everything 
but can point people in the right direction; Support for self care – e.g. 
Smoke stop, Self medication; Clinical Governance, Data Protection.  
Some pharmacies also provide Health Checks, Chlamydia testing kits, 
Flu and Pneumonia injections, Weight Management.

To become a pharmacist one must undertake a four year degree course 
followed by one year’s pre-registration at an approved pharmacy.  After 
that a registration examination is taken and if passed the student can 
become a registered Pharmacist.  I think we all learnt that pharmacies 
offer far more than we realised and could be our first port of call before 
taking up a valuable appointment at the GPs

Next month’s meeting; Jan Olson -Williams, speaking on the Criminal 
Justice System, 7.45pm in the Village Hall Hinxworth, on October 10th.
Carol Cheney

A Musical Treat at Caldecote Church
On the weekend of September 14th and 15th, the weather was cold 

and wet, and certainly not ideal for holding a charity event.  However, 
despite the poor conditions, which kept attendances down, the hardy 
visitors to Caldecote church for the Heritage Open days had a wonder-
ful time.  Each year, guests come along to the tiny village of Caldecote, 
near Ashwell, to view the mediaeval church, buy from the bric-a-brac 
stall, and enjoy tea and homemade cakes. This year they had an extra 
treat – beautiful live music! 

Committee member and Caldecote resident, Clare Finnimore, who 
is Principal Viola Player with the Britten Sinfonia, gathered her profes-
sional musician friends from far and wide to hold a live music marathon 
in aid of badly-needed funds to repair the church tower roof.   These 
top-class musicians gave their services for free, and performed in ‘shifts’ 

Sarah O’Flynn -Flute and Sarah Burnett 
-Bassoon,  both from Britten Sinfonia

to welcome their Patron, Viscount Calde-
cote, who came down from London and was 
most impressed by all that is being done.

£1,500 raised
The event was a great success, producing a 
total profit of £1,500 which, with money 
previously raised, means that CCF are now 
more than halfway towards the target of 
£20,000, which is the estimate given to The 
Friends of Friendless Churches, who own 
the church, for the urgently-needed repair 
of the tower roof.
Peter Robbins

for 13 hours over the two days.  There 
were clarinettists, violinists, violists, 
‘cellists, flautists, trumpeters, ALL 
principal players in orchestras such 
as the BBC Concert Orchestra, Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Orchestra 
of the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden, London Chamber Orchestra, 
Britten Sinfonia and City of London 
Sinfonia.  On Saturday night there 
was a Jam session, led by Charlie 
Thackway,  guitar, which ended up 
with a 10 piece band including 2 
ukuleles, guitars, keyboard, various drums, violin and viola, playing Van 
Morrison and Pink Floyd!  Also Johnny Thackway,  Guy Riddett  and 
Orlando Jenkinson, all guitarists, singers, and percussionists performing 
their own compositions.

Guests were aston-
ished to hear beautiful 
classical music and 
lively jazz of the high-
est quality.  One said 
“Why go up to Lon-
don, when I can hear 
such wonderful music 
in Caldecote?!”.  An-
other said “We were 

treated to international class playing in the warm, intimate setting of 
the church – the experience was a privilege and a profound delight”.

Caldecote Church Friends, who organised the event, were also pleased 

Jazz musicians: Tom Green -Trombone;  
Matthew Herd- Alto Sax

Lucy Wakeford - Harpist of the 
Orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden



  Church Services
October 6th 4 pm Harvest Festival St. George’s, Edworth 
October 13th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                       5 pm Harvest Festival St Vincent, Newnham
October 20th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
October 27th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
        9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

Hertfordshire Police contact

Please send all copy and pictures for November’s Village Voice to Annie Cul-
len, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by October 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services 
Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Police warning to hare coursers 
 With the harvesting period beginning to draw to a close, the threat 

of hare coursing is looming across rural areas of Hertfordshire.
 However, police officers from the Rural Operational Support Team 

(ROST) are keen to let any would-be hare coursers know that they do 
not tolerate this form of activity in Hertfordshire and will deal robustly 
with anyone caught or suspected to be taking part.

 Hare coursing – which has been illegal in the UK since 2005 – 
involves the pursuit of a hare with a greyhound or other form of sight 
hound. If the hare is caught by a dog it is usually killed. Those involved 
in hare coursing often travel over many counties to meet in rural areas 
within Hertfordshire to carry out this activity.

 Illegal gambling is usually at the heart of any hare coursing event and 
in some parts of the country thousands of pounds have been recovered 
from offenders taking part. During this pursuit, damage can be caused 
to fences, gates and hedges by offenders trying to gain entry onto fields 
and then additional damage is often caused by vehicles driving on the 
land over any remaining crops.

Sergeant Jamie Bartlett, who leads the ROST, said: “ I would like to 
reassure farmers and those who live and work in rural areas that we will 
be putting on extra patrols in areas where hare coursing is likely to take 
place.  I would also like to encourage anyone who suspects hare cours-
ing to call us as soon as possible on the non-emergency number 101.”

Anyone caught hare coursing could face a fine of up to £5000 and 
even imprisonment.
Neighbourhood Watch

Revised date for Last Night at the 
Proms (Fringe)

We are delighted to announce that Dr Douglas Coombes MBE , 
hot footing it straight from the Battle Proms at Blenheim Palace and 
Hatfield House, has agreed to come to St Mary’s in Ashwell to  direct 
our very own evening  of Last Night at the Proms (Fringe) in aid of the 
Royal British Legion.

Due to unforeseen circumstances we have had to revise the date to 
Saturday October 19th 2013. There are two ways you can attend.  As a 
spectator:  Enjoy the bar, wave your flag, listen to a glorious programme 
of music  and singalong to the Proms favourites such as Land of Hope 
and Glory and Rule Britannia!  The doors and bar will open at 6.45 for 
a 7.30 concert start.

As a chorister:  Join Douglas during the afternoon to polish up the music 
that will be performed in the evening’s concert. Details of how to sign up 
and find learning aids for the music are on our website, www.singsatb.com.

Tickets are £10 and are available on line at www.singsatb.com where 
you can also find out more details and also about how you can sing in 
the chorus!

Don’t mess with hornets…….
 I won’t forget Saturday September 21st. It was the day hornets broke 

through our dining room ceiling. They had set up a large nest in the 
roof-space, having first chewed through soft wood to get there. The first 
one flew about in a menacing manner and the second was fly swatted 
before she could make it to the breakfast table. Others followed.

 We called Pest Control Limited and a Mr Pearce appeared with all 
the gear needed to destroy this nest of River Hornets. Wearing protective 
clothing he used three different kinds of gas to kill the hornets, Perme-
thrin, Bendiocarb and Tetramethrin. It is said that hornets are generally 
docile, yet it seems if you upset or annoy hornets or threaten their nest, 
a whole swarm will be mobilised to take you on. When hornets die, their 
sting is still poisonous.

 The message, despite what some wildlife writers may say, is don’t 
mess with hornets. To have our nest dealt with cost me £150. Further, 
Mr Pearce told us that if we were aware of a hornet’s nest on our property 
and failed to have it sorted, should a neighbour be stung, especially a 
neighbour allergic to such stings, we would be liable in law.

 The softwood beneath our tiles is being replaced with hard wood 
in the hope that the prospect of possible trips to the dentist will deter 
future hornet home-makers.
Patrick Forbes

Charity Art Exhibition
Stratton Upper School, Biggleswade has joined forces with White 

House Arts in Cambridge to help raise money in aid of SOS Children and 
Rowan.  Tuesday 5th - Monday 11th November:  Exhibition at Stratton 
Community College.  Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th November: Exhi-
bition and sales of work at Chesterton Community College, Cambridge.

raise funds to make a difference  
You are invited to help raise funds to make a difference to people’s lives by 
producing a piece of artwork inspired by the title of the exhibition ‘Magic 
of the Ordinary’.  The entry fee is £10 which includes a 12” square canvas 
and hanging fee.  Artists need not restrict themselves to two dimensional 
work as long as the artwork fits within the dimensions and can be easily 
stored and displayed.  Maximum of three entries per person.  All works 
will be exhibited anonymously at Chesterton and available for sale for 
£45.  Proceeds to SOS Children and Rowan.  

November fourth deadline
Canvases and entry forms are available from Stratton School and White 
Arts Centre.   Canvases must be completed and brought to school no 
later than 4th November 10am.  
Lesa Welch 

Oktoberfest in Ashwell
Ashwell’s Bavarian beer garden returns for the third year.  Ashwell 

Village Hall, Saturday October 5th, 8pm.  All proceeds go to Ashwell 
Playgroup.  Tickets available from Playgroup or from Playgroup Com-
mittee.  Please contact the committee via the Playgroup facebook page.  

14th Ashwell Book weekend
This popular event will be held in St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell on 

Saturday, 5th October from 10.00am – 5.00pm and on Sunday, 6th 
October from 2.00pm – 5.00pm.  Entrance £1. Children under 16 free. 
Come and browse among the many hundreds of books and dvds for sale 
at bargain prices. Refreshments available.
Carolyn Lush

01767 220000


