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September soup lunch is on Friday September 
13th 12.30 - 2pm, Hinxworth Village Hall

Music Themed Quiz Night
Get your thinking caps on and join me for a fun quiz with a musical 

flavour on Saturday 19th October 2013 at  the Village Hall, Hinxworth.  
Don’t panic! You don’t have to be musical buffs to enjoy the evening, 
there will be lots of listening, looking and ‘I know that tune!’. Maximum 
six per team, bring your own drinks.  There will be snacks on the tables.  
Please contact Helene Donohoe on 07890-212194 or e-mail h.donohoe@
btopenworld.com to book your table. Price £3 per person.

Pilates returns to Hinxworth
Pilates will improve your posture, develop core strength and flat-

ten your stomach. It is a safe and effective exercise method suitable for 
all ages that enables you to release tension, overcome stress and relax. 
Beginners welcome.  

see the difference
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, in 20 sessions see the differ-
ence and in 30 you will have a whole new body” – Joseph Pilates

Wednesdays 6-7 pm starting 11th September. Hinxworth Village 
Hall, Francis Road, Hinxworth.  Please bring a mat.

If you are interested please call Neelam  on 07891 752906 or email  
nr@neelamrajani.com

Oh, What a Lovely Bride!
What a spectacle it was!  On 17th August, Sgt. Thomas Payne, a 

serving officer in our forces, and his new bride Stephanie arrived for 
the long awaited reception in a vintage white Rolls Royce. Following a 
wonderful service in St Nicholas Church Stevenage, Sgt Payne and his 
beautiful wife, family and close friends, some 80 people, then enjoyed a 
wonderful reception in our own Village Hall here in Hinxworth. 

The hall was beautiful.  All 
care had been taken by the 
families to create the most per-
fect day, while keeping to every 
request the management com-
mittee had asked. All was quiet 
by 11.30 as agreed. When the 
caretaker met with deputy 
chairman and families on 
Sunday the hall was gleaming 
and all rubbish was cleared. No 
damage to report, just happy 
clients willing to give glow-
ing recommendations of our 
beautiful, fully equipped hall. 

Labyrinth Walk
“There is a deep silence at the centre of each of us, but most of us are 

far too activist and cluttered and busy to know it.” (Dewar)
There is currently a resurgence of interest all over the world in walk-

ing these ancient patterns. Labyrinths are now being created in schools, 
universities, churches, hospitals, hospices and village greens to offer a 
safe reflective space.

If you are interested in hearing more about labyrinths and having 
the opportunity to walk one and to book a place, please contact: Sue 
Jeppesen 01763 852055.  Saturday 14th September, 11:00am-2:00pm, 
at St.Mary’s Church.  Everyone is welcome – young and not so young!

There will also be a finger labyrinth available for those who have 
restricted mobility.

We all want the best for our hall.  New members are always welcome 
on the committee.
Village Hall Management committee

Teenagers suspected of 
setting fire to field

Police and Fire and Rescue units were called to put out a fire between 
two fields north-west of Hinxworth Recreation Ground on Saturday 
August 3rd.  Jan Youngman of 16 Francis Road takes up the story. “We 
were driving home from Welwyn Garden City via Edworth . I looked 
across the fields and I saw smoke. I said, ‘Look. They’re burning stub-
ble. Mark said, ‘They don’t burn stubble any more.’ We saw two boys 
running away from it, towards the Recreation Ground. As we parked 
they were just coming through the gate so I said to them, ‘You’ve just 
started a fire over there, haven’t you?’ ‘Not us,’ they said, ‘it’s raging out 
of control, you’ll have to do something.’ We rang 999, told them where 
it was, and that we would open the gates for them. We went to watch, 
and the police came and asked me what had happened, and whether I 
would recognise the boys if I saw them again.”

Mercifully the wind wasn’t blowing too hard so the fire was damped 
down before the fields on either side caught fire. Had they done so, the 
losses would have run into thousands of pounds.

Harvest festival St George’s Edworth  
4 pm Sunday October 6th followed by 
tea. Collection in aid of Bishop of St 

Albans’ Harvest Appeal

Edworth farmer David Smyth drove his new combine harvester while 
daughter Joanna drove the tractor pulling the trailer being filled with barley.



Hinxworth Indoor Bowls Club
Please note that the bowling will commence on Thursday 5th Sep-

tember at 2pm.  A decision was made that due to lack of numbers on a 
Tuesday evening, members would join together on Thursday afternoons.  
Looking foward to seeing you all.
John Tookey

14th Ashwell Book weekend
This popular event will be held in St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell on 

Saturday, 5th October from 10.00am – 5.00pm and on Sunday, 6th 
October from 2.00pm – 5.00pm.  Entrance £1. Children under 16 free. 
Come and browse among the many hundreds of books and D.V.Ds for 
sale at bargain prices. Refreshments available.
Carolyn Lush

WI Meeting September 2013
The September meeting of the Hinxworth and Edworth Women’s 

Institute will be held on Thursday September 12th at 7.45pm in the Vil-
lage Hall, Hinxworth.  The speaker will be Mr Brian Deal, Pharmacist, 
from Ashwell Pharmacy, who will speak on Pharmacy Past, Present and 
Future.  This is an Open Meeting and all husbands, partners, friends 
and any one else is most welcome,Visitors £2.50 includes tea and cake, 
there will also be a raffle.
Carol Cheney

Derrick Moore - a good bloke flora and fauna, wild life. Derrick did not do gardening, he cut lawns but 
not edges, something I share with him.  Where he excelled was with cars. 

He built a double garage at Steeple Morden, known as the operat-
ing theatre because it was so clean. He restored an AC Cobra. Then he 
restored a Jaguar XK120. Maureen described it as a heap of junk when it 
arrived on a low loader. Four years later men used to come and look at it, 
in Maureen’s words, as if it was a beautiful naked lady. When the car went 
for auction Derrick’s smile increased as the car  made a fantastic price.

A knee replacement stopped him crawling around on the floor, putting 
paid to car restoration. He was really pleased to be made an honorary 
member of the Midlife Crisis Car Club.

eminently suited
Maureen and Derrick were an eminently suited couple. They had had 
tough times in the past and when they got together you could see their 
real joy and happiness. The mutual love, respect and affection between 
them was fantastic to see. 

dignity and bravery
Derrick died peacefully and with great dignity. He showed great bravery. 
He was surrounded and supported by the girls and Maureen. I’ll end 
with words from his last school report. His form teacher wrote, ‘Time 
is the lifeblood of any aspiring pupil. He still has to learn how to make 
the best of it.’ I think he did. He was a great bloke.”

Derrick Moore, a former 
Hinxworth resident and bell 
ringer died on August 7th 
aged 86. Over a hundred 
family members and friends 
came to his funeral at St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth 
on August 22nd. A retiring 
collection raised £833 for the 
Garden House Hospice.What 
follows is an edited version 
of a tribute given by Doctor 
Martin Hoffman

Derrick was“fun-loving”. He loved life. We all have favourite memo-
ries of Derrick. He had a wicked grin, sometimes it would grow into a 
big smile. He had this raised eyebrow which could mean that he liked 
what you were saying, didn’t like what you were saying, or thought what 
you were saying was a load of tosh.

‘the harder I work..the luckier I get’
Above all, he was a quiet man but he had Maureen to make up for 

that. Life with Derrick and Maureen was not always as smooth as it was 
when we first knew them in 1978. There had been some pretty hard times 
before that. Success didn’t just fall on his plate, he wasn’t just lucky. One 
day somebody said to him, ‘Derrick, you are lucky,’ and he said, ‘I think 
you’re right but, you know, funny thing, the harder I work the luckier I 
get.’ There’s a message in that.

Derrick left school at the age of 18. He showed his engineering bent 
pretty early in life. He bought a clapped out old motor bike, decided 
to strip it down, rebuild it and make a good motor bike out of it.  He 
did this one day when his mother was out. He was finishing it when 
she came home early. He was using his mother’s kitchen table and she 
wasn’t best pleased.

Derrick went to work to manage a newsagent. There were loads of 
paper rounds. Within two weeks he completely reorganised the rounds 
and made energy efficient savings. The proprietor was impressed and 
thought Derrick would go on to better things. He had a friend who 
worked in a scientific instrument company. Derrick went to join this 
company. He was told it would be a temporary position. 29 years later 
he was still working there…as marketing director. 

house arrest in North Korea
He visited China to negotiate a contract and just by luck arrived at the 
beginning of the cultural revolution. He saw intellectuals being rounded 
up and sent into the countryside and he thought he wouldn’t get home. 
But he did, and a year or two later he went to North Korea. He was 
there for four weeks and under house arrest for three of them. The North 
Koreans had a curious way of doing business. If you don’t meet their 
price, they lock you up. It was a harrowing time. 

How did the company reward him? They sold out and he was redun-
dant at 45. With £4,000 redundancy money he started this company. 
Maureen meanwhile had left the company Derrick had been with and 
went to work for the British Medical Association in Tavistock Square. One 
day she bumped into Derrick outside the BMA. Derrick was not a fast 
mover and contacted Maureen again after six months. She was working 
to support her own family but she helped Derrick with the new company 
in the evenings and at weekends. He sold that company six years ago.

whisky and jazz
Derrick liked a good party. He ended his working day with a few glasses 
of whisky accompanied by jazz. George Shearing was his favourite. 
Derrick played the accordion and was in a group ‘The Accordion Five’. 

 Maureen and Derrick travelled a lot. moving from village to village, 
Ashwell to Hinxworth, Steeple Morden, Ashwell. They went to South 
America, Antarctica, Far East, Middle East. The place they most liked the 
most was South Georgia, because it had everything they wanted, peace, 

Concert made £340
Some 40 villagers and friends came to 

the concert by Shulah Oliver and Simon 
Marlow in Saint Nicholas Church on 
Sunday August 18th. The music was 
brilliant, the teas delicious and £340 was 
raised towards the cost of the proposed 
new building on the church site. Over 
the Monday and Tuesday, Simon and 
Shulah recorded music for a compact 
disc, to be released in November.

The Church was closed from Friday 
16th until Wednesday 21st to avoid any 
damage to the £50,000 concert piano 

played for the concert and the recording. The next concert at Saint 
Nicholas Church will be given by the celebrated harpist Catherine Dun-
lop on Saturday September 28th at 7.30 pm. Tickets £10, to include a 
glass of wine, available from Patrick Forbes, 01462 742015



September 6th Community Energy Fortnight Drop in session, see page 2
September 7th Last Night at the Proms, 7.30pm, see above
September 12th WI meeting, 7.45pm
September 14th Heritage Open Day St. Mary Magdalene, Caldecote, see above
September 15th Heritage Open Day St. Mary Magdalene, Caldecote, see above
September 15th Ashwell 10km run
September 22nd Ashwell Museum trip to London, 9am
September 28th Catherine Dunlop Harp Concert, St. Nicholas 7.30pm
October 5th Ashwell Book weekend, see opposite
October 6th Ashwell Book weekend, see opposite 
October 6th Harvest Festival 4pm St. George’s, Edworth
October 13th The Friday Funny Jokes Lunch
October 19th Music Themed Quiz night, village hall, see page 1
November 23rd Village Supper, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm
December 7th Afternoon of Carols at Caldecote Church
December 7th Winter Wonderland Ball, see columns 3 and 4
March 15th 2014 - Crooner and Hollywood Glam evening
September 20th 2014 Hinxworth Village Show

Dates for your diary

Last night at the Proms (Fringe)
We are delighted to announce that Dr Douglas Coombes MBE, hot 

footing it straight from the Battle Proms at Blenheim Palace and Hatfield 
House, has agreed to come to St Mary’s in Ashwell to direct our very own 
evening of Last Night at the Proms (Fringe) in aid of the Royal British 
Legion.  There are two ways you can attend. -

As a spectator, enjoy the bar, wave your flag, listen to a glorious pro-
gramme of music  and singalong to the Proms favourites such as Land 
of Hope and Glory and Rule Britannia!

As a chorister; join Douglas during the afternoon to polish up the 
music that will be performed in the evening’s concert. Details of how to 
sign up and find learning aids for the music are on our website, www.
singsatb.com.

The date is Saturday 7th September, the doors and bar will open at 
6.45 for a 7.30pm concert start.  Tickets are £10 and are available on 
line at www.singsatb.com where you can also find out more details and 
also about how you can sing in the chorus!

Book early; this will be a popular event and we don’t want anyone 
to be disappointed!
Barbs White

An Ode to the Oldies
A row of bottles on my shelf
Caused me to analyse myself
One yellow pill I have to pop

Goes to my heart so it won’t stop

A little white one that I take
Goes to my hands so they won’t shake

The blue ones that I use a lot
Tell me I’m happy when I’m not

The purple pill goes to my brain
And tells me that I have no pain

The capsules tell me not to wheeze
Or cough or choke or even sneeze

The red ones, smallest of them all
Go to my blood so I won’t fall

The orange ones, very big and bright
Prevent my leg cramps in the night

Such an array of brilliant pills
Helping to cure all kinds of ills
But what I’d really like to know

Is what tells each one where to go?

Marion Bridgewater

Heritage Open Days in Caldecote
The Church of St Mary Magdalene, is situated in the village of Cal-

decote, and will be open over the weekend of Saturday 14th and Sunday 
15th September.  

 This year we have a very special attraction.  Clare Finnimore, Principal 
Viola with the Britten Sinfonia, who is a member of Caldecote Friends 
Committee and lives in the village, has persuaded a number of her 
professional classical and jazz musician friends to come along and take 
part in a  ‘Live Music Marathon’ in order to raise money to help pay for 
desperately needed church tower repairs costing £20000.

 They will be busking in the church from 3.00pm until midnight 
(by candlelight!) on Saturday, and 1.00pm until 5.00pm on Sunday.   
Entrance is free, but hopefully visitors will make a donation to the 
Church Tower Fund.
Hugh Mulholland

Butterfly Charity ball update
A big thank you to all who supported the charity ball. We raised 

£750 for our charities.

Community Energy Fortnight
Thinking of setting up a renewable energy project?   To mark Com-

munity Energy Fortnight we are holding a drop in for anyone who wants 
to come along and look at our resources from PlanLoCaL and ACRE.  We 
will have these available for you to look at and you can discuss your ideas 
with our Community Services Manager and other like-minded people.

Friday 6th September. 10.30am – 12.30pm.  CDA Herts, Birchwood 
Avenue, Hatfield AL10 0PS.  Please tell us by 3rd September if you are 
dropping in.  01707 695504.
Kath Sexton 

 

Winter Wonderland Ball
Come and join us once again, not for charity this time just to kick off 

the festive season on Saturday 7th December at the village hall.
Drink on arrival, three course meal with wine, live music, disco and 

bar.  The hall will again be dressed for the occasion. Ticket price £37.50
£10 deposit required at booking.  More details in October Village 

Voice or call Valerie James on 07974 013107 or Debbie Hawthorne on 
07446 357556

Caldecote history revealed
When did foot and mouth disease come to Caldecote? When was 

the Manor House occupied by squatters? Not your usual pub quiz ques-
tions, but you can find the answers and much more besides in a new 
booklet “Memories of Caldecote - life in Hertfordshire’s smallest village 
1900-2000” edited by Caldecote resident Peter Robbins and published 
by Caldecote Church Friends and beautifully typeset by Iain Bain.

I read the booklet at one go when I should have been working on 
Village Voice. I found it both interesting and fascinating, a last look at 
how life used to be before the age of mains water, combine harvesters and 
mammoth farm tractors, when rats tails would yield one penny per tail.

As a piece of social history this booklet is worth its weight in gold. 
Local history disappears with those who make it. Those who have con-
tributed their memories and stories to this booklet are to be commended.

The booklet is available for just £3.00 plus 50p postage from the 
Secretary of Caldecote Church Friends, Ms Kerry Rafferty, 1 Farm Cot-
tages, Caldecote, Baldock, Herts. SG7 5LD, phone 07742 301812. All  
profits from the sale of this booklet will be devoted to a fund for the 
repair of the church tower roof.
Patrick Forbes



  Church Services
September 1st 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
September 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
September 15th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
September 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                  9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
September 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth               

On the beat 
with PC 1277 Nic Musto

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for October’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 
1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by September 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  
can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

 Have you signed up for the Ashwell 10k run?  
This is a new event for the Baldock Town Partnership which will be 

held for the first time on Sunday 15th September 2013.  The race will 
start from the industrial unit at Hullocks Pit Hill, just outside Newnham 
and will take in parts of Bygrave and Ashwell, including Ashwell High 
Street before dropping into Newnham.  Race limit is 600 and runners 
must be at least 15 to enter.  Cost is £13 if affiliated to a running club 
and £15 if unaffiliated.  All who complete the course will receive a medal! 
Closing date for entries is Friday 6th September.  All race information is 
available at www.baldocktown.co.uk

This month I am including some advice on 
security.  Please keep reporting to us any suspicious 
activity that you see, especially if you believe that the 
activity is related to drugs. We are continuing to target 
drug misuse and dealing within the rural areas, but 
the more information you supply to us, the more we 
can do to force entry into drug dealers’ homes and disrupt their activities.   

security advice
If you’re planning to go on holiday or are just going out, taking a day trip 
or doing the gardening, it is important to remember to take the simple 
steps to secure your home and vehicle to keep criminals at bay.When you’re 
on holiday, make sure that you’ve locked all outside doors and windows, 
and if you have a burglar alarm, make sure it is set.  If you have a UPVC 
door, ensure you have double locked it. If you normally leave valuable 
pedal cycles or similar items in your shed, consider putting them in the 
house.  Consider leaving important documents and valuable items with 
other family members or a bank.  Use automatic timer-switches to turn 
your lights on when it goes dark - don’t forget to put them in your bed-
room.  If neighbours keep your keys, advise them not to put your surname, 
address or even your house number on in case they fall into the wrong 
hands.  Avoid discussing holiday plans in front of strangers.  Cancel any 
milk or newspaper deliveries. 

going for a day in the sun? 
Lock all doors before you go out, and ensure all windows are secure before 
leaving your home.  If you have any UPVC doors, make sure you lift 
the handle and use the key to lock it properly.  Don’t leave ladders and 
tools outside as burglars could use them to help break in.  Register your 
possessions on free online property database www.immobilise.com - it 
can help police return them to you if they are lost or stolen.            

summer gardening
Keep your shed securely locked by using a strong padlock as the bare 
minimum, and remember to lock your garden gate.  Keep hedges and 
shrubs in your front garden below windowsill height to prevent a bur-
glar having a ‘screen’ to work behind.  Always put away any gardening 
equipment and tools when you’ve finished with them - a shovel could be 
just what a burglar needs to break in.  Keep garden fences in good repair 
and consider having trellising on the top to discourage anyone climb-
ing over.  Use additional locks, and alarms where possible, for garages, 
shed doors and outside storage areas, especially if you use them to store 
valuable equipment such as golf clubs or fishing gear. 

securing your car
Don’t leave any valuables in your car - even if you know the bag on the 
front seat is empty, a thief may still try their luck, leaving you with a 
broken window to deal with.  Remove your satnav and its holder from 
the car - don’t leave it in the glove box as that’s the first place a thief will 
look - and make sure you wipe away any suction marks.  It may sound 
obvious, but remember to shut your windows and sunroof when you 
leave your car.   Put your aerial down to stop it being vandalised.  Use 
an approved steering lock or gear clamp.  Set your immobiliser and 
alarm if you have one fitted. If you do not have an immobiliser, consider 
having one fitted.  

Keeping your bicycle secure
Mark the frame of your bike with your postcode using a UV pen or 
contact your local cycle shop, as most will mark them for a small cost. 
You can contact your local Crime Prevention Officer for advice about 
other property marking initiatives on 0845 33 00 222.   Register your 
bike on www.immobilise.com, a free online property database which 
police use to check stolen property. That way, if your bike does get stolen, 
you have more chance of it being returned to you.  Never leave your 
bike unlocked - even if you’re just popping into the newsagents.  The 
best kind of lock is a quality solid steel D-shaped shackle lock. You can 
buy these at any bike shop. 

Always lock your bike to something solid like a lamp-post or railings, 
preferably in a public area.  If you have quick release wheels, take off the 
front wheel and lock it to the frame and back wheel.  If you have a pump 
or detachable lights, take them with you when you leave your bike.  Make 
sure you have adequate insurance cover for your bike.

continued in next column

continued from previous column

Transfer of Clinicenta services
Following discussion and negotiation, the Department of Health, 

East and North Hertfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), 
NHS England and Clinicenta have come to a mutual agreement about 
the future management of services at the Lister Surgicentre.  The services 
currently provided and managed by Clinicenta will transfer to East and 
North Hertfordshire NHS Trust. The transfer is likely to take place over 
the next few weeks on a date to be finalised.  

There will be no break in service during the transfer and patients who 
are currently receiving treatment at the Surgicentre should continue to 
attend their appointments in the usual way. The Lister Surgicentre build-
ings and equipment will be retained by the local NHS for continued 
use by patients.  Clinicenta and East and North Hertfordshire NHS 
Trust will be consulting appropriately with all staff affected up until the 
time of transfer to ensure a smooth transition for the staff and to ensure 
patient care is not affected.

Further information around the timescale for these changes to be 
implemented will be issued shortly. 
East and North Hertfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group


