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Mothering Sunday at the 
Three Horseshoes

Treat someone special this Mothers Day - Sunday 30th March
Two sittings available 12pm and 3pm - booking essential !

Without doubt, The Knights Templar School is entering one of the 
most exciting phases in its history. 2014-2015 will be our 75th An-
niversary Year. We were founded the day after the start of the Second 
World War in 1939 to serve the people of Baldock and the surrounding 
villages. To mark the occasion of our 75th birthday, we are planning a 
range of events due to take place throughout the next academic year and 
we would like to keep you updated about these. If you would like to 
receive emails from the school about our upcoming celebrations, please 
email us directly using the link below.

anniversaryinfo75@ktemplar.herts.sch.uk
We are also looking for school related memories and memorabilia 

that local residents may have. If you have photos that include the school, 
or old uniform, old books, old newspaper articles relating to the school 
or indeed, anything at all that we could use in a display, please email 
slevesley@ktemplar.herts.sch.uk

Hope to hear from you!

The Knights Templar School

75th Anniversary
1939 - 2014

London Marathon effort from 
Gordon Cottage

Russell and Janet Lewis from Hinxworth are very 
proud to share that their son Richard is taking part in 
the London Marathon on Sunday 13th April 2014.

This is his first marathon attempt. He has been 
training hard for the last six months to make sure he 
is successful and raises lots of money for Get Kids Go-
ing - a National charity which gives disabled children 
and young people - up to the age of 26 years - the 
wonderful opportunity of participating in sport. They 
provide them with specially built sports wheelchairs 

so they can do: athletics, marathons, tennis, skiing, rugby, sailing, boc-
cia, basketball, sledge hockey, table tennis, fencing, shooting, archery, 
powerlifting and many other sports. 

Please dig deep and support our boy and this great cause by either 
popping a donation through the door or by visiting the just giving web 
page  www.justgiving.com/runrichrun86.  Every £ helps.  Many thanks.

Hinxworth Sailing Club

 The recent floods have opened up an interesting possibility: the 
founding of a Hinxworth Sailing Club.  Our picture shows a flooded 
field to the rear of Place Farm and to the South of New Inn Road.  As 
you can see, it’s a considerable expanse of water, and probably better 
suited to water sports than to farming.   Negotiations are in hand with 
the landowners, and plans are being drawn up for a club house, jetty 
and the purchase of sailing dinghies. 

local sailing expertise
St Nicholas Hinxworth Churchwarden Alec Stephenson has been sail-
ing since 1967, is a RYA YachtMaster (offshore) and has sailed in the 
Mediterranean, Baltic and UK home waters. Two Hinxworth residents, 
Bob Scales and Patrick Forbes spent time at sea as radio operators in 
the Merchant Navy. Patrick has a number of Royal Yachting Association 
examinations under his belt and has sailed some thousand miles or more 
under sail in the Adriatic, Atlantic, North Sea and English Channel.

 Colin Bone who lives at Place Farm, and can look out over the 
proposed lake said, “I think it would be wonderful to have boats sailing 
there. There would be opportunities for young and old to learn new skills 
without having to drive miles to Graffham Water.”

 Further information and membership details from Sailing Club, 1 
Christys Yard, Hinxworth Herts. SG7 5EH

Easter Services
Palm Sunday, April 13th, Join Onkey the Donkey at The Village 

Hall, Francis Road, Hinxworth at 8.55 am to walk to St Nicholas Church 
for our Palm Sunday service at 9.15 on Sunday April 13th. All welcome.

Good Friday April 18th 12 pm Light lunch followed at 1 pm by 
words and music for Good Friday. All welcome.

Easter Sunday April 20th 9.15 am Easter Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth, 9.30 am Easter Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

April 27th St. George’s Day service at St George’s Church, Edworth. 
at 9.15. All welcome. No service at St Nicholas, Hinxworth that day. 

Parish priest on the move
The Reverend Chris Ball is leaving Ashwell with Hinxworth and 

Newnham and is moving to be Vicar of Ripponden and Rishworth with 
Barkisland and West Scammonden in the Diocese of Wakefield. Chris 
will leave towards the end of June. Chris Ball came to us in March 2011.

Happy Easter to all our readers



61st Ashwell Music 
Festival

8th May - 25th May 2014
Foden’s Brass Band will top the bill at the 61st Ashwell 

on Saturday 10 May. This concert 
will provide jazz fans with a mix 
of blues, great American song-
book and other stomping tunes.

On Sunday 18th May a quar-
tet of young professional singers 
will perform “Operatic favourites 
through the ages.” This is an 
historical look at opera and will include familiar favourites as well as 
less well known pieces.

As a complete contrast Ben Haggarty, top performance story teller 

will present “Fairy Tales for Grown Ups” - an evening of fabulous tales 
at the United Reformed Church on Friday 23rd May.

The Festival will conclude with Festal Evensong on Sunday 25th May 
This traditional Choral Evensong marks the close of the Festival. The 
Guest Preacher will be The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Hertford. You 
are all warmly invited to attend – no ticket is required for this service.

Tickets for all other performances can be obtained by downloading 
the application form from www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk or by con-
tacting the Box Office  01462 742979.

Memphis Jazz Band

Soprano Lottie Greenhow; Story teller Ben Haggarty

Hinxworth and Edworth WI                              
The Mystery of Sleep and Dreams was the talk given by Christine 

Miskelly to the Women’s Institute meeting on Thursday March 13th.  She 
said that dreams are a mystery, and that most people dream at some time 
or other.  For the first hours of sleeping, it is a deep sleep, and then gets 
lighter as the hours go by.  Later on in the night’s rest, Rapid Eye Move-
ment (REM) occurs and this is when it is most likely that one dreams.

Dreaming can be a recollection of the days events.  Sigmund Freud 
stated that most of what we think is in our unconscious minds.  In 1865 
Abraham Lincoln dreamted of a funeral at the White House.  The person 
in the coffin was the US president and he was assassinated two weeks later.

dream a lot
Dreams act out emotional worries and expectations that were not acted 
on the previous day.  Dream a lot, move a lot, too much REM instead of 
deep sleep can lead to depression.  For help – www.clinical – depression.
co.uk.  After several questions asked by the members, Yvonne Tookey 
gave the vote of thanks.

Next months meeting:  April 10th,   AGM and Resolutions 7.45pm, 
Village Hall, Hinxworth.
Carol Cheney

Jenny Allen
 I have so many memories of 

my amazing mum, far too many 
to tell them all but I have tried 
over the past week to think of 
some that I would like to share 
with you.

Me and mum loved horror 
movies so at the weekend if one 
was on we would sit and watch 
it with our tea and toast. I would 
make mum turn all the lights off 
so we could cuddle up and be 
scared together. In the summer, 
I would also make her open the 

back door and when the film finished we would both walk in the dark 
to close it. I loved watching scary films with her. 

chased a mugger in Los Angeles
When I was 6, we together with Elaine and Carla travelled around 
America for 1 month. Elaine and Carla came over a few weeks ago and 
we spoke about the trip. Carla and I are not quite sure how we survived 
from the stories they told. They took us to walk around New York at 
11 at night. Not a thing two young women should have been doing in 
the early 80’s. On the way to the hotel in Los Angeles they got lost and 
asked for directions. The gentleman they asked said follow him in his 
truck and I’ll take you there…luckily we did arrive at our destination!  
My mum even got mugged whilst in the wrong part of town and chased 
after him! She was a brave woman. 

helped us raise money for treatment 
My mum would come over and help me with my boot sales for my charity 
climb and at that time neither of us knew that one day the money my 
brother and myself raised would help towards some of her treatment. 
My brother and I are on the case to do another climb and it will be done 
in honour of you, mum, to help others.

I just want you to know mum that I love you and miss you more 
than my heart and tears can say. I know over the years we have had our 
ups and down, like most mums and daughters (I hope) and I pray with 
all my heart you have forgiven me for those times. I will miss you more 
than you will ever know. You have made me into the person I am today, 
you taught me independence, courage, how to love with all my heart, 
to be outgoing and to try anything once and to be brave. I love you for 
everything you have taught me. 

a wonderful mum
The love I have for you will go on and on and will never stop.  Thank 
you for being such an amazing and wonderful mum. 

There is one last thing I have to say. I promised mum I would look 
after Vic and I will do that without doubt or hesitation…just pure love.
Jackie Lee from her eulogy at Jenny’s funeral  March 24th

Music Festival in May. The annual event offers its usual mix of top class 
performers from a range of musical styles and the arts including brass, 
jazz, opera and story telling.  The Festival will start this year on Thursday 
8th May with the traditional Young Musicians’ Concert featuring young 
performers from Ashwell, Baldock and the surrounding area.

Foden’s make a welcome return to event. They perform world class brass 
band music including light popular, operatic, film and orchestral arrange-
ments. The concert is on Saturday 17 May in St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell.

The Memphis Jazz Band - an 8- piece traditional group will perform 

Visit the Holy Land in 2015?
Have you ever wanted to visit the Holy Land?  Following our recent 

Study Tour to the Holy Land Chris Ball and Lindsay Dew are planning 
to lead a Pilgrimage in October 2015. We are delighted to invite you to 
an information morning on Saturday 12th April 2014 at Dunton Parish 
Church. Coffee is served from 10.15am.

find out more
Our Pilgrimage Guide Ami Galilee and his UK colleague Jean Brad-

ley will speak about visiting the Holy Land. There is no commitment 
to joining the Pilgrimage but we’d love you to just come along to learn 
more about it.

Is there really no April Fool joke in this 
edition? Shame on us!



April 3rd Village Hall Mgmt Cttee AGM Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30pm
April 3rd Annual Parish Meeting, 8pm Hinxworth Village Hall
April 5th St Nicholas churchyard clean-up[ 10.30 am
April 6th St Nicholas annual parish church meeting 11 am
April 23 rd John Mills talk, Ashwell URC 8 pm, see page 4
May 10th Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir St Nicholas Church 7.30
May 17th/18th Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition, Village Hall
July 6th Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon, Hinxworth Village Hall
July 13th Newnham Parish Lunch
August 18th Village Outing
September 6th The Big Event Horticraft show and afternoon extravaganza
November 15th Village Supper

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition Sale of Work
  Saturday 17th May – Sunday 18th May.  10 am – 4 pm.  Refresh-

ments.  Free Admission.  Childrens Art Exhibition - Entries are accepted 
from children under the age of 13 from members’ families and families 
within the Village Voice catchment area.  Hinxworth Village Hall.

Ashwell Easter Extravaganza 
Saturday 29th March at Ashwell Springs.  1st Race starts at 10.30am 

in aid of Ashwell Playgroup

 Ashwell at Home 2014
Sunday 11th May 12pm to 6pm

The picturesque village of Ashwell welcomes 
visitors to its popular annual event ‘Ashwell at 
Home’, where visitors can enjoy a wide range of 
things to see and do, with entertainment for all the 
family.  16 stunning gardens both large and small 
will be open for you to view, including a medieval 
farmhouse enclosed by a moat and no less than two 
nuclear bunkers!  You can also visit the village lock-

up (no longer in use!) and participate in an archaeological talk and dig. 
Children can enjoy free workshops in the village school (book on the 

day) including singing, making and racing junk boats, learning how to do 
a tennis serve and making a village mosaic. Mum and Dad can watch, or 
enjoy a cup of tea and a slice of homemade cake in the school tea-room. 

There will be lots of things happening around the village including 
a Mummers play, Morris dancing, veteran cycles and a variety of live 
music – whatever your tastes, you’ll find something to entertain you. Not 
to mention cow milking at the local dairy, basket making, and a cricket 
match!  And everywhere you will find “Ashwell Alive” plaques telling the 
history of the village and many of its houses. 

Don’t forget to visit ‘Made in Ashwell’ craft display and market, 
where you can buy local wares. And find out about ‘Trade in Ashwell’ by 
visiting some of the local businesses who will be opening their premises 
on the day.  Then there’s a visit to Ashwell Museum, a look around the 
school and the beautiful village church containing graffiti from the time 
of the ‘Black Death’.

Refreshments will be available throughout the day with homemade 
lunches at the school and light refreshments and teas in the Parish Rooms, 
church and school.  Entry to Ashwell at Home is by programme, available 
on the day.  £6 per person, accompanied children under 14 free.  Free 
parking.  All proceeds to Ashwell museum, church and school.

For more information visit www.ashwellathome.org.uk 

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on 6th 

March.  Present: Mr D. Osmond, Acting Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr 
E. Sore  Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.

Planning: Parcel of land in the field opposite the allotments: North 
Herts District Council have issued a licence for a year to a local resident 
for the grazing of horses. 

Highways: Orchard Lodge, Chapel Street: Hertfordshire Highways 
are to commence work to alleviate flooding occurring in this area in the 
near future.  New Inn Road: The flooding in the “Z bend” area is to be 
reported to Hertfordshire Highways along with the pothole near Capmore 
Farm.  Ashwell Road: The pothole on the Hinxworth side of Ashwell 
Road before Cuckoo Corner is to be reported to Hertfordshire Highways. 

Village Hall: Terms and Conditions: The Parish Councillors require a 
copy of the “Revised Terms and Conditions” after they requested amend-
ments.  Village Hall Accounts: The Parish Councillors are awaiting a copy 
of the latest detailed monthly accounts.

Recreation Ground: Stotfold Junior Football Club: The Club has sus-
pended matches on the recreation ground due to the water logged pitch.

The Tennis Court: The court net requires replacing. The Parish Coun-
cillors agreed to a budget of £100.00 to purchase a new net. Proposed 
by David Osmond and seconded by Andy Cullen.

The Allotments: New Allotmenteers. The Chairman and the Clerk 
signed the licences on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Allotment Lease: 
The Allotment lease with N.H.D.C. comes up for renewal in 2015. 
The Councillors agreed to renewing the lease for another five years at 
the current sum of £120.00 per annum. Proposed by Paul Watler and 
seconded by Andy Cullen.

Any Other Urgent Business: The Village Clock:  A. James from Saf-
fron Walden has now completed the repair and the clock is now back in 
good working order with the chiming sound slightly reduced. 

Date of the Next Meeting: Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday April 
3rd 2014 at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.15p.m.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

Private Tuition 
Hinxworth resident educated to PhD level is offering private tutoring 

in GCSE Science and A-level Chemistry. Please contact David on 07723 
602091 for more information.

Male Voice Choir to perform in Hinxworth
The Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir is giving a concert in 

St Nicholas’ Church on Saturday 10th May. at 7.30 pm. This choir was 
formed in 1935 by migrant Welsh workers from the Shredded Wheat 
factory in Welwyn Garden City. Over the years the choir has grown in 
stature and has performed at, amongst other places, the Royal Albert 
Hall, The South Bank Centre and Twickenham for a 5 Nations match 
between England and Wales.

A varied programme for the evening includes traditional Welsh 
songs, music from the stage and screen as well as a couple of classical 
and contemporary pieces. 

Proceeds of the concert will go to St Nicholas’ Church. Tickets will be 
£10 each to include a glass of wine at the interval and can be purchased 
from Stuart Lillie, Orchard House, 5 Homefield Tel: 01462 743755.

The Big Event
The next meeting for everyone is April 8th at 8pm in Hinxworth Vil-

lage Hall.  Plans are coming along very well but there are still elements 
that we need help with.  Please come and give your support.  This show 
is for our village to have fun.  

Jo and John Mills along with Caroline Smyth, and The Burrows and 
Watler family have now donated beautiful trophies.  We would all love 
this show to become an awesome occasion, hopefully for years to come! 

Sunflower seeds are now sown which should be ready by next Village 
Voice to be picked up, nurtured and grown on ready for September 1st, 
the day of measurement. 

Any questions regarding the days events, advertising and sponsorship, 
please contact me on 01462 743104.
Brenda Smith



  Church Services
April 6th 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
April 13th 9.15am Palm Sunday Service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
April 18th 12 pm Light lunch followed at 1pm by words and music 

for Good Friday
April 20th 9.15am Easter Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
        9.30am Easter Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
April 27th 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. George, EdworthBedfordshire Police Contact

For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

Hertfordshire Police contact

Please send all copy and pictures for May’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by April 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be 
read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Soup Lunch
April soup lunch is Friday 11th April 12.30pm to 2pm, Hinxworth 

Village Hall.  £3 for a choice of soups, a choice of puddings, and tea or 
coffee.  See you there.

The Big Event
We would like to take this opportunity to extend a unique and 

limited advertising opportunity to any local businesses. This summer 
Hinxworth is holding The Big Event, an occasion sure to draw in those 
from far and wide! There is a small amount of advertising space available 
in the programme for this event to those wishing to provide sponsorship, 
which can be purchased by contacting Brenda Smith on 01462 743104. 

A 4”x3” advert is just £50, a smaller logo advert (2”x4”) is just £25 and 
a mention as an event sponsor on the back of the programme is available 
for only £15. Logos for adverts and artwork needs to be supplied in PDF 
or JPEG format with payment. Closing date for submissions is June 1st.
Brenda Smith  

Allotments Available
With Spring just around the corner (!) it’s time to start thinking about 

fresh fruit and vegetables.  What can be fresher than picking your own in 
the village via an allotment plot.  Whole plots and half plots are available. 
Enjoy the peace and quiet, bird song, fresh air and exercise -  marvellous 
on a sunny day - or even a cloudy day.  Let me walk you round the plots 
(not up the garden path) and show you what can be achieved in even a 
small plot.  Call me on 01462 742858. 
Betty Thorn,  5 Francis Rd
Chairman, Allotment Committee

Secure your shed and garage - 
Top Tips from Herts Constabulary

- Secure your rear garden by shutting and locking any gates. You 
should also check any boundary fences.

- Put away tools and gardening equipment securely after use - they 
could be stolen or even used to break into your home if left lying around 
- and remember to lock your shed, preferably with two ‘hasp and staple’ 
locks near the top and bottom of the door.

- Tools and gardening equipment should be visibly marked with 
your postcode and house number - this can deter thieves and help police 
identify the rightful owner.

- Remember to always lock your garage door securely. Metal ‘up and 
over’ doors can be secured with extra locks fitted to either side and/or a 
floor-mounted locking ‘T’ bar with a closed shackle padlock. Wooden 
garage doors can be secured with two substantial hasps and staples and 
closed shackle padlocks.  Your local DIY store can advise on the most 
secure options - or contact Herts Police on the number below.

- You can also register any valuables on the free database www.im-
mobilise.com. It is quick and easy to do and can help police return them 
to you if they are lost or stolen.  For more detailed security advice, please 
visit www.herts.police.uk or contact us on 101.  

Is this the fattest cat in Hinxworth? 
 Crumpet is her name and she has 

clearly been eating crumpets for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. She is now so fat she can 
barely get in and out of the cat flap. 

 She must be eating more than the food 
that we put down for her and we think that 
she may have a second home where she is 
able to increase her daily calorie intake. 

We would love to put her on a diet but she is too timid to be caught 
and trapped to help us to do that. If there is anyone in the village who is 
feeding her, please can you desist in the best interests of this obese animal!
 Stuart and Melanie Lillie

News from Dorset
As we start a new life in Dorset we wanted to say how overwhelmed 

we have been with the the volume of cards we received from Hinxworth 
wishing us well. We spent some nineteen happy years in the village and 
made lifelong friends along the way.  Although distance means that we 
will not see them as often, they are not forgotten as they contributed so 
much to our happy stay in Hinxworth.  Thank you all so much. 
Ian and Jean Wilkinson

Your Village Hall Needs You
As mentioned last month in Village Voice, this April two members are 

standing down from the committee and there will be a shortage of mem-
bers to fill roles.  If you have ever thought about joining the committee, 
we really need your help! Please contact Vicky Scales or Jan Raynham.

Talk by sculptor John Mills
On Wednesday  April 23rd  celebrated local sculptor John 

Mills will talk about his work particularly with reference to his 
well known monuments such as the ‘Women at War in White-
hall’. This will be a ticket event starting at 8pm in the URC 
church hall in Ashwell. Tickets £5 from Ashwell Post Office.

St Nicholas Hinxworth Churchyard
Very many villagers and their dogs enjoy walking through St Nicholas 

churchyard. Every now and then we have a working party to help keep 
the area looking good and tidy.

The next one of these is on Saturday April 5th. Meet there at 10.30 
am, with any garden tools you think you might need and we’ll work 
together to keep the churchyard looking beautiful.

In the event of rain, there’s some spring cleaning to do inside the 
church. Fairtrade coffee and other refreshments will be freely available.

St Nicholas Church annual parish 
church meeting

Anyone who belongs to the Church of England, or supports the work 
it does, is expected to attend the annual parish church meeting. Officers 
are elected, accounts received and reports made. This year the APCM 
will be held after Sunday April 6th’s morning service, at approxinately 
11 am.  Come early and you’ll be in time for coffee.

Thanks for the buttons
Deborah Bone thanks all who have sent her buttons for her artwork. 

She now has plenty, so please send no more for the time being.


