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Hinxworth & Edworth’s Live 
Advent Calendar is Here!

Hopefully you have received your ‘Guide to Hinxworth and Ed-
worth’s Live Advent Calendar’ in this edition of Village Voice.  This gives 
all of the details of the windows that will be decorated in Hinxworth 
and Edworth, and where to go to see the new window on each day.  Do 
try to come along to see some of the creations that your fellow villagers 
are sharing.  

There are some dates for your diary.  The kick-off event will be in the 
Three Horseshoes from 6.30pm on the 29th November.  

On the 23rd December you are all given a warm welcome to the 
Village Hall where  the VH committee, Debbie & Helene, The WI 
and HYP (Hinxworth’s Young People) will be welcoming you along for 
some festive treats and some carol singing.  Do try to come along for a 
quick get-together before the big day!  

If you have any questions please contact me on 01462 743 311.  
Happy Christmas!
Karen Mills

Christmas Bazaar
Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall

This Saturday 
November 29th 
2pm till 5pm

Gifts & Items to Buy
Refreshments & Cake

Visit from Santa

In aid of the 
H&E Village Hall

Please contact 
Victoria on 01462 
742505 for more 

information

Village Supper 2014
The Village Supper this year was attended by 39 people and raised 

over £1000 for the Village Hall.  The VHMC hopes all those who came 
had a good time and would like to thank those who attended, hostesses, 
MC and helpers.

Government will double sightsavers 
donation

If you haven’t yet joined the Hinxworth and Edworth Alternative  
Christmas Card Scheme, please do so as as soon as you can. Full details 
were printed in November’s Village Voice. 

We hear that the government will match any donation made to 
Sightsavers before the end of December, so please contact Janet Fair, 
Cammocks, Chapel Street, Hinxworth, 01462 743137, or email 
janetfair@btinternet.com and let her know you want to join the scheme 
and which charity or charities you wish to support. They are Keech 
Hospice Care and Sightsavers. Janet needs the money in time to send it 
to Sightsavers before Christmas in order to double its value.

We wish all our readers a 
very Happy Christmas

Carol services will be on December 
14th 4.30pm at St. Vincent’s Newn-
ham and December 21st 4pm at St. 
Nicholas, Hinxworth.  All Welcome

Come and celebrate St. Nicholas Church Pa-
tronal Festival on December 7th 10.15am.  

Seasonal refreshments.  All welcome



November 29th Christmas bazaar, Hinxworth Village Hall 2pm-5pm
November 29th Live Advent Calendar Kick off, Three Horseshoes, 6.30pm
December 6th Winter Wonderland URC Hall Ashwell
December 12th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
December 12th HYP Hinxworth Village Hall
December 23rd Village Hall Advent Window with carol singing 
January 31st 2015 Village Quiz
June 20th 2015 VHMC event 6pm onwards
December 2015 (exact date tbc next month) – Village Christmas Party
September 3rd 2016 - The Big Event

Dates for your diary

Winter Wonderland
On Saturday 6th December 2014, 10am - 12.30pm at the URC Hall, 

Ashwell.  Santa’s grotto, rides on Onkey the donkey, mulled wine and 
refreshments, ‘Made in Ashwell’ Christmas gifts, a raffle and much more 
festive fun for the family!  In aid of Ashwell Playgroup.  Contact 07710 
504018 for further details.

Ashwell Baby and Toddler & Messy Play Christmas Party!
On Thursday 11th December 2014, 9.45am ‘til 11.15am at the URC 

Hall, High Street, Ashwell.  Music, fun and a visit from you know who! 
Tickets £2.50 per child available on the door.

Baby News!
David and Sue Cranston from Summer Barn, Edworth are proud to 

announce the safe birth of their first grandchild, a beautiful baby boy, 
Woody, born on September 23rd, weighing 7lb 12oz.

PS The tea room is open every Saturday and Sunday 11am - 4.30pm.  
It’s cosy and warm - you will enjoy it!  01767 600523

Secondary glazing, not second best
If your single glazed windows are characterful and perfectly serviceable 

then adding secondary glazing might be a better option than replacement.  
Secondary glazing has numerous benefits:
· Reduces draughts, condensation, and heat loss through windows 

(by up to 63%)
· Sound insulation can be better than double glazing (if panes are 

10cm or more apart)
· Outward appearance of windows unchanged, home security may 

be enhanced
Secondary glazing can be temporary or integrated more permanently. 

Temporary DIY options include lightweight acrylic panes mounted using 
magnetic strips. Plastic films that can be stuck to the window pane or 
frame are lower cost options.

Integrated options include heavier glazed units which can be hinged 
or sliding, allowing you to open your windows. At the top end, custom 
made timber frame units and those highly rated by the BFRC2 will be 
more durable and their airtight seals will further reduce heat losses. For 
the best visual match, align the glazing bars with those on the original 
window.

Existing windows should be repaired first when fitting secondary 
glazing and all units should remain closed in winter to discourage con-
densation on the primary window pane.

For more tips on making an older home more energy efficient, visit 
www.superhomes.org.uk

Ashwell Patients Group
Hertfordshire County Council, the NHS (Herts Valleys and East 

& North Herts Clinical Commissioning Groups) and Hertfordshire’s 
Public Health are working in partnership with the 10 district councils 
and the voluntary sector.

Herts Healthy Homes
A free information and support service that helps you to stay healthy 

and safe in your own home.  Call 0300 123 4044 and quote HOME 1. 
supported by Herts Healthy Homes can help you stay well throughout 
the year by providing support with: 

- Draught proofing/emergency heaters
- A home visit to give advice and practical
- support to help you stay well and active
- Fire safety and home security checks
- Advice on paying your bills and budgeting.
If you, or someone you know, needs help or support to stay healthy 

and well at home call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044 and quote HOME 1’
Calls are local rate and cost no more than a national rate call to an 

01 or 02 number. Lines open Mon - Fri 8am to 6pm.
Visit www.hertsdirect.org/hertshelp Email info@hertshelp.net

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on 

Thursday 6th November at 7pm in Hinxworth Village Hall.
Present: Mr D. Osmond, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr E. Sore, Mrs 

W. Kitchener, Clerk.  Apologies: Mr P. Watler.
Matters not arising elsewhere on the Agenda.  A Village Sign or 

Hinxworth: David Osmond has written to Jan Olson – Williams notify-
ing her of the Parish Councils agreement to her suggestion.

Finance: Precept 2015/2016: The Parish Council agreed to the pre-
cept remaining at the sum of £10370.00 for the tenth consecutive year. 

Planning: Planning application 14/02754/1H Hamstewarde, High 
Street Hinxworth.  Graham White attended for this item. He outlined 
the reasons for applying for the Planning Application. The Council 
suggested to Graham if he has any concerns he should ask his agent to 
contact N.H.D.C. as it is not in the Parish Council’s remit to give advice 
on Planning Issues.  

Highways: New Inn Road and Ashwell Road:- Hertfordshire High-
ways work on the overhanging vegetation and verges is still outstanding. 

Village Hall: David Osmond is to circulate the latest accounts to 
the Councillors.

Recreation Ground:  Overgrown Hedging: David Granger is to 
commence cutting back of the hedges on the Recreation Ground on 
Monday 10th November weather permitting.

The Play Area Inspection: This is to take place within the next 
month.

The Allotments: The Parish Councillors have been notified Jan 
Woodward is now Chairperson of HAG.  

Any Other Urgent Business:-  Hinxworth Youth Club: Details of 
the setting up of the Club are to be forwarded to the Parish Council. 

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday December 4th 2014 at 7.00 
pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.15pm 
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

S.O.Z [Save our Zumba Class]

Zumba class needs more members!! 
At the moment this class which started off so popular is limping along 

with only 5 regular members - and only 2 from Hinxworth!
If we can’t get more of you to come to the class it is unlikely that it 

will continue after Christmas, so if you have ever thought you would like 
to try it or if you feel in need of getting or keeping fit after the excesses 
of Christmas, please, please come along on a Monday at 6pm. 

get fit, enjoy jigging around
The class is great fun, you don’t have to be brilliantly coordinated you just 
have to enjoy jigging around to music, and you don’t have to be female! 
Above all what could be more convenient than a class on your doorstep!

Please think about joining us otherwise we will lose it.
Thank you

Sylvia Scales



HYP news
The first HYP - (Hinxworth’s Young People) club night saw around 

20 children from Hinxworth having lots of fun at the village hall.  They 
all arrived and could choose from any number of games to play, from 
table tennis to Nintendo Wii, nail painting, sequin art and pool.  All the 
children really enjoyed themselves, particularly the snack bar which was 
serving chips, hot chocolate, soft drinks, chocolate bars and popcorn - 
what a treat!  Some comments from the children: “It was epic!” , “I loved 
it all, I wouldn’t change a thing” “I just loved hanging out”. “Thank you 
to Jayne, Annie and Karen. HYP was so cool, just being with our friends 
and no mummy or daddy checking on us. Wish it was more often and 
can’t wait until the next HYP night”

The next session is on December 12th 7-9pm.  If you couldn’t make 
it to the first one, but would like to come to the next session  and are 
between the ages of 7 and 16, please do just come along or get in touch 
with Jayne Whitfield, Annie Cullen or Karen Mills.   The next session 
will still have the same games and activities but we will also be creating 
our advent window for the village hall at the craft table so please come 
with some brilliant and creative ideas!

Hinxworth & Edworth WI Meeting
At the Women’s Institute meeting Heidi Mason, Viv Hughes’ daugh-

ter, brought along to our meeting her very considerable collection of 
beads.  She, with the help of a friend, showed us how to make necklaces 
and bracelets.  All the ladies set to with gusto and made what can only 
be called an amazing display in every shape size and color.  All were 
different, a lot of talent was displayed, and at soup lunch the next day 
several of the ladies were wearing their “jewels”. 

Next month’s meeting:  Christmas Party December 11th 2014, Mem-
bers and guests only, 7.00 for 7.30 pm in The Village Hall Hinxworth, 
Don’t forget to bring a wrapped gift for the Chinese Raffle.If you haven’t 
already said so, please let Heather know if you want to attend the above, 
for catering purposes only. There will be a charge of £ 5.00 for guests.
Carol Cheney

Robert Evens

Robert Evens is to be the Rector of Ashwell with Hinxworth and 
Newnham. He will be licensed by Bishop Alan Smith of Saint Albans 
at 4 pm on Saturday April 18th in St Mary’s Church Ashwell. Patrick 
Forbes went to see Robert in Sharnbrook to find out more about him.

“I’m a chartered accountant by qualification. I spent four years in 
articles and then when I  qualified I worked in industry.  I ended up 
working in plastics fabrication in Hitchin.”

“I was born and brought up in Baldock. When I was a teenager, I used 
to come  into Ashwell and drink at The Three Tuns. I had my stag night at 
The Three Tuns, my wife had her hen night at The Bushel and Strike. My 
wife Caroline came from Letchworth and we married in Norton. We have 
one son Rob, married to Rebecca, and two grandchildren, Oscar and Ivy.”

“I ended up owning half the company in Letchworth then we moved 
to Hitchin, making plastics for point of sale for supermarkets, working 
in acrylic. We were in  a partnership, my business partner did sales and 
manufacturing and I did accounts and purchasing.”

had an itch to do more
“I was confirmed late.  I came to the church through bell-ringing. When 
we moved to Turvey my wife and son joined the choir. At that stage I 
wasn’t a regular churchgoer. They were short of bellringers. The tenor 
bell at Turvey weighed just short of a ton and you needed someone with 
substance to move it. I had substance so I started ringing the bells. Unusu-
ally at Turvey, after ringing, everyone in the tower went into the church 
service. That’s what I started doing.  A few years later my son decided he 
would like to be confirmed and I decided I would like to be confirmed 
as well. So I was confirmed when I was getting on for forty. The Vicar, 
Peter Jeffery, was there for 28 years. When I’d been confirmed I still had 
an itch to do something  so he encouraged me to join the PCC. That still 
wasn’t enough.  We were in his study having a wee dram and he said, ‘have 
you ever thought of being ordained?’ I said, ‘Don’t be silly!’  I went away 
and thought about it. We had some more discussions and ultimately  we 
agreed  that I should go forward  to a selection conference. I trained on  
the Oxford and St Albans Ministry Training Course for mature students.  
It was distance learning with once a week down to  St Albans for lectures.”

full time or not
“When I was ordained I thought I would be a non stipendiary minister, it’s 
called self supporting ministry now. We still lived in Turvey and I served 
my curacy in Sharnbrook. But halfway through my curacy I thought I 
had misread my call  and applied to convert to full time ministry. The 
Bishop of Bedford John Richardson, in the week that he retired, found 
a half day to interview me and Caroline to decide whether I should be 
full time or not.  He agreed that it was right. But then we had this odd 
situation that I had no full time experience but I had lots of life experi-
ence. So they asked me to go to Wymington and Podington for two to 
three years so I could get some full time experience without being in sole 
charge. My training incumbent Ian Arthur  was also the rural dean so he 
kept an eye on me. He retired through ill health and  I was eventually 
persuaded to apply for Sharnbrook. Ten years later here we are. And I’ve 
been rural dean as well, quite a trial, responsibility without authority. In 

some dioceses it’s treated as a full time job. Here you think you have a 
full time job and they give you another one on top.”

“What’s been the best thing about ministry thus far? All of it really. 
The different things you have to do all have their joys and their sadnesses. 
But in terms of job satisfaction,  feeling that you can provide people with 
what they need at very important times in their lives is a great joy, a great 
privilege.”

“My parents still live in Baldock so I’ll be able to keep a closer eye on 
them. That’s an added bonus. My brother, his wife and three children 
live in Baldock as well. I lived in Baldock until I was married at 24.  We 
started in Salisbury Road and then moved into the middle of the town. 
My mothger had a hairdressing shop, now demolished  just by the traffic 
lights beside the United Reformed Church.”

looking for a new challenge
“What will I most miss from Sharnbrook?  We’re blessed that we have 
this spinney behind us, four and a half acres, where we can walk our two 
terriers though the spinney in the mornings or the evenings - it’s a great 
joy. You’ll always miss the people because people make a place a place. We 
have made good friends and we’ll be sorry to see them Sunday by Sunday 
but hopefully there will be new ones.I’m looking for a new challenge.”



  Church Services
December 7th 10.15am Patronal service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
December 14th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                       4.30pm Carols and readings St Vincent, Newnham
December 21st 4 pm Carol Service  St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 24th 11.30pm Midnight Mass  St. Vincent’s Newnham 
December 25th 10am Parish Communion and Carols St. Nicholas,
December 28th No service at St. Nicholas, Hinxworth, 10.45 Com-

munion St. Mary’s Ashwell
               9.30am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham

On the beat

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 
841212, Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Please send all copy and pictures for January’s Village Voice to Annie 
Cullen, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to vil-
lagevoice3@gmail.com by December 10th. Village Voice can be read 
at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

with PCSO 6522 
Chris Brabrook

This month has been positive for results across North Herts with 
multiple arrests being made for Shed / Out Building Burglaries. However 
we still are getting burglaries of this type, please don’t get complacent and 
keep going with your security measures!  We recently had an incident 
at Ashwell Pavilion where the toilets were vandalised and we will be 
patrolling these areas to prevent any further reports. If you are affected 
by Anti-Social behaviour please call 101. 

dogs recovered
A man has been arrested and several dogs and a large amount of stolen 
property was recovered after police carried out a warrant at a travellers’ 
site in Bedfordshire on Thursday October 24.  Officers from the North 
Herts Safer Neighbourhood Team, Local Crime Group, Scorpion and 
Tactical teams carried out the warrant at the site, supported by officers 
from Bedfordshire Police.  The warrant was executed following a series 
of burglaries in the North Herts area over the past month.

A cocker spaniel and several ferrets, believed to have been stolen 
from an address in Hexton on Tuesday October 21st, were located at the 
site, along with a labrador and seven puppies, which are also believed to 
have been stolen from an address in Luton Hoo.  Around 25 different 
power tools, which are thought to have been stolen during burglaries in 
North Herts over the past month were also seized, along with a chip-
ping machine and a caravan which are also believed to have been stolen.

Anyone who has recently had tools stolen from the North Herts area 
and thinks any of these items may belong to them is asked to contact 
the Local Crime Unit at Hitchin via the Herts Police non-emergency 
number 101.

sheep worrying 
Over the last two months we have had a few instances of Sheep Worrying, 
with one eight month old lamb being so badly injured it had to be put 
down by a vet.  Dog owners, please be aware of the laws around livestock.  
Penalty where dog worries livestock on agricultural land.

If a dog worries livestock on any agricultural land, the owner of the 
dog, and, if it is in the charge of a person other than its owner, that per-
son also, shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.  For the purposes 
of this Act worrying livestock means:

(a)attacking livestock, or
(b) chasing livestock in such a way as may reasonably be expected 

to cause injury or suffering to the livestock or, in the case of females, 
abortion, or loss of or diminution in their produce.

(c) being at large (that is to say not on a lead or otherwise under close 
control) in a field or enclosure in which there are sheep.

Worrying covers anything from over-excited dogs chasing livestock 
to full on attacks, but also applies if the dog is off the lead and not under 
close control in a field containing sheep. The results can be costly in terms 
of animals killed, stress and increased risk of abortions.

Keep dogs under control, in sight and if you are at all worried keep 
them on a lead. If you are not entirely confident that your dog will come 
back to you when commanded then it should be on a lead for everyone’s 
sake.  A dog has to be under control.

Ashwell Christmas Fair
It will be held in St. Mary’s Church Saturday, 6th December from 

9.30am – 1.00pm. Attraction include Arts and Crafts, Cakes and Cards, 
Presents and Prizes. The Choir will be singing Carols and there will be 
light refreshments. The Museum will be open. Come and enjoy the start 
of the Christmas Season.
Carolyn Lush

Cleaner
The Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Management Committee are 

looking for a cleaner to supplement the existing caretaker.  Cleaning for 
between 1 ½ and 2 ½ hours per week on a Thursday or Friday depending 
on hirings that week, starting from the week beginning 2nd February 
2015, £6.67 per hour paid monthly in arrears.  For more details please 
contact Victoria on 742 505 or email cleaner@v-s-f.co.uk

Village Supper Future
 The VHMC is considering the future of the Village Supper as num-

bers are dwindling year on year and would like to know your opinions on 
how the Village Supper could be improved.  If you don’t / didn’t come to 
the village Supper, is there something we could change that would mean 
you’re more likely to attend in future?  If you do attend, what would you 
like us to continue with and what could be improved? 

 For 2015, the idea of a Christmassy get together has been suggested 
as an opportunity to meet with friends in the festive season.  More details 
to follow in the January Village Voice.

 Your opinions will help the VHMC consider the future of the 
Village Supper.  Please get in contact with a member of the commit-
tee – or contact Victoria on 742 505/letters to 12 Francis Road/email 
vhmcfeedback@v-s-f.co.uk.

The framing shop where the new meeting room for St. Nicholas is being made.
Photo: Shires Oak

meeting room takes shape


