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Soup Lunch
February soup lunch is Friday 14th February 12.30pm to 2pm, 

Hinxworth Village Hall.  £3 for a choice of soups, a choice of puddings, 
and tea or coffee.  See you there.

Village Quiz Night
Don’t miss the Quiz Night in Hinxworth Village Hall on Saturday 

1st February, 7.30pm. Teams of 6.  Tickets £7.50 per person, includes 
sandwiches, available from Victoria Scales 742505, 12 Francis Road.

£1,250 raised in Christmas 
Card Scheme

Very many thanks to everyone in the fifty-four households in 
Hinxworth and Edworth who contributed to the 2013 Alternative 
Christmas Card Scheme.  Your generosity enabled us to raise more than 
ever this time.  

On your behalf I have been able to send £900 to Garden House 
Hospice in Letchworth and £350 to WaterAid.  As so many of you were 
kind enough to give through Gift Aid, Garden House should be able to 
claim back another £200 from HMRC, and WaterAid a further £60+ of 
your hard-earned income tax, making a grand total raised of over £1,500.

Our sincere thanks are due to Annette Forbes for designing a bright 
and amusing card, to Marianne Osmond who once again put it all 
together, to Richard Floyd for so kindly agreeing to take on the task of 
the colour printing and lastly, but by no means least, to all those who 
delivered it with Village Voice to every household in Hinxworth and 
Edworth in the busy week before Christmas.  
Janet Fair

The Ratpack comes to Hinxworth
Join me for a themed evening of music 

& dancing with Paul Adams ‘The Crooner’ 
and Leon with Disco1 at Hinxworth Village 
Hall, Saturday 15th March 2014, 8pm til 
late.  Tickets £13.  Includes drink on arrival 
and snacks.  Bring your own drinks.  Dress 
to impress.

For tickets please contact Helene Dono-
hoe 07890212194, h.donohoe@btopen-
world.com

Arts Workshops - this weekend
The Art department at Stratton School, Biggleswade will be holding a 

weekend full of creative activities on the 1st and 2nd of February 2014.  
These workshops are open to all. Experienced or complete novices of art 
are all welcome. The workshops range in subject matter and techniques 
used. There is a small fee to cover materials but the day is extremely 
reasonable. Places must be booked in advance in order to ensure that 
you receive the best experience possible. 

Questions can be directed to The Head of Art, Miss L Welch:  
Stlwelch@stratton.beds.sch.uk
Saturday 1st February:  Life Drawing £7, Open to aged 15 and 

above; Paper cloth exploration £7, open to 16 and above; Typography 
Collagraph prints £5, open to 10 and above. Ages 10– 12 should be 
accompanied by a participating adult. Stop Motion Fun film - £5, open 
to ages 15 and above and must have an compact or digital SLR camera.

Sunday 2nd February: Basic Coil & Slab pots £6, open to 7 and above.  
Ages 7-10 should be accompanied by a participating  adult. Manipulated 
Portraits £5, open to 12 and above. Paper cutting poetry £7, open to 
14 and above. Colourful Fabric Family trees- £6, open to 15 and above.
Workshops must be booked in advance.  Booking forms and further 
details are available on Stratton school website www.stratton.beds.sch.uk.
Lesa Welch 

Come and Join Us!
Hinxworth  and Edworth WI  is a vibrant group of ladies of all ages 

and from varied backgrounds, who meet the second Thursday of every 
month at 7.30 pm, in the Village Hall.  We have organised a variety 
of talks for next year and would like to invite ladies, and sometimes 
husbands, to join us at any of the events.  Please see below the dates 
and topics:

February 13  Birthday Party
March 13 The Mystery of Dreams talk given by Christine Miskelly
April 10 AGM
May 8 Garden Design by Denise McKenna
June 12 Members’ Night
July 10 Garden Meeting in a beautiful Hinxworth garden
September 11 House Security advice given by Barry Huber
October 9 Gift Wrapping demonstration
November 13 Jewellery Making with Heidi Mason
December 11  Christmas Party
If you are new to the area, the WI is a great way to meet and make 

wonderful friends.  When we moved here I thought that the WI was 
NOT for me, but went along to a meeting as the topic of the evening 
was of interest; 10 years later, I am now President!  If you would like to 
know more, please telephone me on 01767 315094.
Heather Baim, President, Hinxworth & Edworth WI

Holiday let in Crete  

 

Detached villa in Crete, near the sea, overlooking olive groves.  Private 
swimming pool.  Villa sleeps up to 6.  

Bookings now being taken.  For more information ring Betty and 
Ed Thorn 01462 742858

Keep Warm, Stay Well
Keep Warm Stay Well is a scheme that supports 

vulnerable residents who are struggling with the cold 
or with paying their fuel bills.  Older people and those 
with serious illnesses and disabilities are particularly at 

risk from cold weather.
If you are struggling to stay warm in your home this winter, or you 

are worried about a friend, neighbour or relative who might be at risk, 
please contact HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044 or email: info@hertshelp.
net.  Office hours are 8 am – 6pm, Monday to Friday. 

HertsHelp can help you find out about support that may be available, 
such as: Insulation and draught-proofing; Emergency heaters; Advice on 
making your home more energy efficient; Advice on paying bills includ-
ing entitlements to grants and benefits that could help.



February 1st and 2nd Arts workshops, Stratton School, see page 1
February 1st, 7.30pm Hinxworth Quiz Night, see page 1
February 7th Hinxworth Parish Council, HinxworthVillage Hall 7 pm
february 20th copy deadline for March Village Voice
March 15th - Crooner and Hollywood Glam evening
April 3rd Annual Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Hinxworth Village Hall
July 13th Newnham Parish Lunch
September 6th The Big Event Horticraft show and afternoon extravaganza
October 31 Winter Wonderland Ball Hinxworth Hall of Horrors

Dates for your diary

John Tookey 1940 - 2014
What follows are the eulogies given by John’s sons Andrew and Jonathan 

at John’s funeral in Saint Nicholas Church on January 13th.
When Mum and I started talking about the different things Dad had 

done in his life, the list kept growing and growing. So I don’t think I’ll be 
able to talk about everything here, but hopefully I can cover most things.

shooting, rugby and shot put
John Tookey was born in December 1940, and grew up in Norton Road 
in Stotfold. He lived next door to grandparents, and he used to say that 
they spoilt him rotten. When John was born his father was away driving 
tanks in the war, so John didn’t meet his dad until 1946. He went to the 
boys school in Stotfold, and later Stratton School in Biggleswade. He 
was a member of the army cadets, and his skills as a marksman won him 
membership of the sixpenny club. His other sporting achievements as a 
young man include captaining the school rugby team, and later playing 
for Letchworth Rugby Club after he left school. We’ve also found out 
that at the age of 19 he was the second best shot-putter in Bedfordshire.

patient and skilled tradesman
John joined his grandfather’s building firm when he left school, and took 
evening classes in Luton in building estimating and quantity surveying. 
Eventually he moved to an office job and became Manager at AG Bax-
ter. Whilst at Baxters he became Chairman of the East Anglia Building 
Federation. He joined Albany Construction in the late 1980s, working 
there until his retirement in 2006. One of his first jobs for Albany was 
building at GP Surgery in North London – at the opening of the new 
premises the Doctor who led the practice said there were so many people 
he wished to thank but he couldn’t list them all. But he felt he should 
mention “Mr John Tookey of Albany Construction, one of the most 
patient and skilled tradesmen one could wish to meet”. His last job was 
the reconstruction of the old school house in Hinxworth. 

quite keen on motorbikes
Away from work, John had a hobby that he kept secret from all but his 
closest friends and family. But I can reveal it now – my Dad was quite 
keen on motorbikes. His interest in motorbikes began while he was still 
a schoolboy. He had a Saturday job at Stotfold Mill, and during his tea 
break one day he picked up an old copy of Motorcycle News that someone 
had left behind. From then he was hooked. He bought his first motorbike 
when he was 17. As well as this being his only means of transport until 
he was in his late twenties, he also got involved in motorcycle sport. His 
career as a scrambler ended when a crash left him with smashed ribs and 
a punctured lung. He then took up trials riding, winning many trophies 
including the Manx 2-day trial on the Isle of Man. The winner’s trophy 
was presented to him by one of his heroes, the former world champion 
Geoff Duke. As a member of Stotfold Chequers Motorcycle Club he got 
involved in all sorts of different activities. Just to name a couple, he was 
Chief Instructor on the RAC/ACU training scheme for Beds CC, then 
Herts CC, and he helped organise grass speedway competitions during 
Stotfold Carnival Week. In his sixties, wrote his motorcycling memoirs, 
and was proud to learn that another former world champion, Bill Lomas, 
had read and enjoyed the book.

sawing bearded lady in half
He lived all his life in Stotfold and Hinxworth, and was always involved 
in town and village activities. He served as a town councillor in Stotfold 
and as a member of the village hall committee in Hinxworth. I have heard 
of his legendary performances at the Hinxworth Village Supper, includ-
ing sawing the bearded lady in half and his Red Indian knife-throwing 
act.  He founded the indoor bowls club in Hinxworth and was a keen 
bell-ringer. After retirement he spent more time on his pushbike than his 
motorbike, and completed a ride the length of the Grand Union Canal 
from Birmingham to London with John Cheyney in 2007. 

There are many more stories to tell, some of which I haven’t heard 
myself yet. But I wanted to finish by saying that the family have been 
overwhelmed with all the cards and messages that we have received over 
the last few days. Many of them have mentioned my Dad’s kindness, 

Do our best and make him proud
Standing here today, looking at all these people, Dad would have 

wondered what all the fuss was about.  I have many memories growing 

The family and I would like to thank everyone for all the cards, 
messages, flowers, gifts of cakes, meals and for all the support we have 
received since John’s death.  All your kind thoughts, words, deeds and 
prayers have been greatly appreciated.

Special thanks to Patrick Forbes for conducting John’s funeral service 
and to the ladies of the W.I. for providing the refreshments following 
John’s funeral.
Yvonne Tookey

Winter Wonderland Ball
 Many thanks to all of you who joined us, we hope you all enjoyed 

the evening as much as we did.  Thanks to Doreen Lambert Catering. 
Tom and Ryan’s Sandy Soundz Disco and last but not least our Uche 
for being as good as ever. Uche & Sandy Soundz will be joining us once 
again for Halloween so if you would like to see them again.... jump on 
your broomsticks fly down and join us at the Hall of Horrors on Friday 
31st October. Be there if you dare! 
Debbie, Valerie, Helene & Janice

continued in columns 3 & 4

warmth, and lovely smile. And so many have described John Tookey as 
a gentleman, and I think that is how he would like to be remembered.
Andrew Tookey

up with Andrew and David, and the 
fact that Dad was always there.  He 
used to tell us, to do our best, and 
make him proud.  I remember joining 
cubs, and the leader asked if anyone’s 
parents could help with transport for 
camp.  I quite proudly told him that 
my Dad had a big yellow van.  Dad 
was then recruited for cub and scout 
camps for the next ten years.  He never 
complained and ended up joining us 
on the camps.  

Dad was also a brilliant cab service, 
although we learnt very quickly that 
you didn’t make plans for Thursday evenings as that was Dad’s night at 
the Motorbike club.

When Andrew and I were about seven and nine, I can remember Dad 
picking us up and carrying us into Peterborough Speedway, because if 
you were in arms, you didn’t have to pay.

shoehorned out for paper round
He got Andrew and I our first job as paperboys.  Andrew was fine at this, 
however I was not the greatest at getting up in the morning and Dad 
had to frequently shoehorn me out of the house.  This was followed up 
by getting me my first catering job, which resulted in Dad having to eat 
some dubious meals.

Dad always said, “Do your best and make me proud” and I can only 
say that I was proud to be his son.
Jonathan Tookey

Thank you



What a night! 
Not so much ‘Strictly’ as freestyle and disco!  Since early in 2013 we 

have had children’s dance classes in the village hall run by Emma Scott and 
just before Christmas I was privileged to attend their Christmas Showcase.

When I got home and the family asked how it was all I could say was 
“Wow!” I had certainly not been expecting the incredibly high standard 
of talent of these girls. They danced in the main body of the hall because 
the stage is too small to accommodate their leaps, bounds, twists, turns 
and gymnastic feats. I was literally stunned by the routines and ashamed 
that I had thought Zumba was energetic! (By comparison that’s a Sunday 
afternoon stroll!)

Not only their talent was on display but their costumes, makeup 
and hair decorations! I am reliably informed (by my local contact!) that 
costumes cost a lot of money - with sequins, diamante, feathers, gauze 
and lurex in profusion.  Choreography was amazing and what these girls 
can’t do with their legs and bodies isn’t worth knowing!

I would like to congratulate them and Emma on this unique pleasure 
and encourage any and all of you to come and see for yourselves next 
year if they are still with us. (We are also hoping to see something of 
them at The Big Event in the summer.)  Below is a photo, sadly not of 
the girls in their fantastic costumes, but just look at the trophies! This 
is a very talented group!

Congratulations and good luck for future competitions.

Sylvia Scales

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Countil held on 2nd 

January.  Present: Mr D. Osmond, Acting Chairman, Mr. A. Cullen, 
Mr E. Sore, Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.

Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda: Andy Cullen and Wendy 
Kitchener to discuss the website/emails at the earliest opportunity. 

Correspondence: The Village Clock: The Parish Council has been noti-
fied the chimes are not working. They therefore agreed to A. James Horologi-
cal Specialist from Saffron Walden to initiate a visit and a possible repair.

Planning: Application 13/2590/1LB South Wing, Hinxworth Place: 
The Parish Councillors agree to “no objection” to this application.

Highways: Bury End: This area has flooded and requires the water 
to be pumped away. 

Village Hall: Terms and Conditions: The Parish Councillors have 
received from the Village Hall Management Committee the “terms and 
conditions of hire” for comment. There are a couple of items requiring 
clarification/addition but in general agreement  

Recreation Ground: Play Area Inspection: The Parish Councillors 
have now received the inspection report. All items identified are low risk.

The Allotments: The Licence. The Parish Councillors asked the Clerk 
to forward a copy of the current licence, via the Chairperson of HAG, 
to the new allotmenteers for their signature.   

Any Other Urgent Business: Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday April 
3rd 2014 at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday February 6th 2014 at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.00p.m.
 Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

Curiosity killed the Cat 
Cheers to 2014 we all toasted
Christmas time was fun we boasted
Turkey Goose plum pudding and pie 
We over filled our “Tum line” to high
We drank to bloat on delicious wine 
Then we napped and snored on dreams divine 
Played games set on boards or surfed the new pad
Now the time to feel afresh
As we walk and take in the view 
Here is where we set this challenge 
While walking off your extra kilos
look up and down and see what’s old and new
Is it Mrs Valleys new front door knocker 
Or plastic ducks in mistaken prison
Weathervane or chimney pots
Sites we all see everyday but hide behind our normal vision 
Snap it on iPad camera or phone 
Then manipulate this unique sight
cut to segment like jigsaw part
Or enlarged in a way ne’er seen as art
Look for the part that tells it’s story 
Curiosities making us remember our past 
Is the next category in Big Event prize Class 
All entries may be by photo or object 
But please we beg don’t rob your subject
Points are gained for most obscure or weird

Look out for more details about The Big Event in next month’s Village Voice.
Village Hall Management Committee

House Contents Sale
Due to moving to a smaller property the following items are available 

for sale:  Larder fridge, Large upright freezer, Conservatory table and 
chairs, 2 New occasional chairs, Illuminated display cabinet, Leather 
topped office desk and cabinet, 6 chair dining room suite with sideboard, 
A large variety of chairs and tables, Small chest of draws,  2 single beds, 
Lamp bases, Computer table, Hi-fi and much else (some items without 
charge).  Phone for a private viewing 01462 742146
Ian Wilkinson

A big thank you
I would like to give a big thank you to all the ladies of the WI and 

the Sew Busy Sewing group who gathered together and helped me put 
on a tea after John Tookey’s funeral.

150 cups of tea and coffee
21 ladies plus our hall caretaker Jack Smith arrived at the hall at 10.30 
am last Monday 13th Jan, they set out the hall, made the sandwiches cut 
up the cake, and then later poured out 150 cups of tea and coffee, then 
washed up tidied the hall and hopefully were home by 5.30pm.

I would like to mention the ladies who made the cakes, they were 
wonderful all varieties - Mary Berry, eat your heart out -  so I feel we 
gave dear John a good send off, if that is the expression to use,

Without you all I would not have managed however a good manager 
one hopes to be, Thank you very much girls!  You were great.
Carol Cheney

Sharp Knives Wanted
Sharp Knife Donations Wanted – we only have one sharp knife in the 

village hall kitchen and it can’t even cut a lettuce.  If you have any sharp 
knives you could donate to the village hall, please either leave them in 
the village hall kitchen drawer or bring them around to 12 Francis Road.
Victoria Scales

Village Voice small ads work and they 
won’t cost you anything



  Church Services
February 2nd 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
February 9th 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 16th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 23rd 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
        9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

On the beat 
with PC 1277 Nic Musto

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

Hertfordshire Police 
contact

Please send all copy and pictures for March’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by February 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can 
be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Should we be burning wood, gas or coal?
Fracking has support in government and here’s a possible reason. 

According to the government’s statistics, North Sea gas production is in 
rapid decline, falling by nearly two thirds since 2000. In 2012 year we 
imported about 4 times more gas than we exported, mostly from Norway 
and Qatar. Of the electricity we used in 2012, 39% started life as coal, 
28% as gas, 19% as nuclear and 11% renewables. A rise in wholesale gas 
prices saw energy suppliers switching back to coal. Yet, the government 
wants CO2 down 80% by 2050.

is fracking the answer?
What’s to do? 27% of UK CO2 emissions come from our homes. We 
all need electricity and winter warmth. Fracking could be an answer, 
although the film Gasland points to potential downsides. What options 
do homeowners have? Some are switching to a 100% renewable electric-
ity tariff. Others are generating their own electricity and hot water with 
solar panels. Some are even using waste wood for space heating. The 
most determined are reducing their home’s space heating requirement, 
so insulating themselves from future energy price hikes. 

To find out more about these low carbon trailblazers, visit www.
superhomes.org.uk.

Reassurance in just 8 minutes
Last month we printed a piece about checking for abdominal aortic 

aneurysms in men. I thought it would be worth seeing if I was vulner-
able to one of these silent killers. I rang the number in St Albans, gave 
my details and NHS number. I was given an appointment within days 
at the Lister Hospital.

I arrived for my 9.30 am appointment and was seen within minutes. 
The procedure was explained to me and the technician, Jo, spread some 
cool gel on my abdomen, and moved the ultra-sound scanner to and fro 
while watching the results on a monitor.

no aneurysm, no problem
She told me that my aorta measured just 1.6 cm wide, it was not enlarged, 
there was no aneurysm. Had the measurement been between 3 and 4.4 
cm, that’s a small aneurysm and I would have been checked after a year 
to see if it had grown. Between 4.5 and 5.4 cm is a medium aneurysm 
and I would have been checked after three months. 5.5 cm or more is 
a large aneurysm, leading to more scans and treatment such as surgery.

The whole procedure took around eight minutes, was painless and, 
in the end reassuring. Around one in 25 men aged between 65 and 74 
in England has an abdominal aortic aneurysm. The simple ultrasound 
test is now being offered free to all men when they turn 65. Being 75, I 
thought it worth checking on my internal pipework. As a bonus, I wasn’t 
told I was pregnant, something to celebrate with a cup of hot chocolate 
in the coffee shop.

The phone number to ring for an appointment is 01727 897719. 
Remember to have your NHS number when making the call.
Patrick Forbes

Neighbourhood Watch
Householders are being reminded to make sure they are keeping 

their sheds, garages and outbuildings secure as thieves have been target-
ing them for the expensive tools and leisure equipment stored in them.

Following a slight rise in the number of out-buildings and garages 
being broken into across the county, police are advising residents to make 
sure these are secure and that garden gates are kept locked.

Inspector Paul Lawrence, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Crime 
Reduction Unit, warns: “Sheds, garages and outbuildings are often tar-
geted by thieves as they tend to be less secure than homes and often hold 
expensive gardening and power tools or bikes and exercise equipment.

“Many people leave expensive items like lawnmowers or bikes out in 
the garden – where a thief just needs to climb a fence or unlock a gate 
to get at it. Tools left out in the garden like spades or forks can also be 
used by burglars to break into homes.”

For more detailed security advice, please visit our crime prevention 
pages or contact us on 101.
Daniel Atkinson, Neighbourhood Watch

Otto the Barn Owl visits the W.I.
On Thursday 9th January 

Hinxworth and Edworth Women’s 
Institute welcomed Jenny Elder, 
from Steeple Mordon and Otto 
the Barn Owl. We were privileged 
to see and to stroke this stunningly  
beautiful bird at close quarters. 
Otto has a distinctive white heart 
shaped face and golden/buff col-
oured upper parts laced with 
white, and grey under parts. When 
in flight the overall impression is 
that of a large white bird. 

wet and vulnerable
 Jenny explained that although Barn Owls are highly adapted specialists 
at hunting their prey at night, they are also incredibly vulnerable. Their 
soft feathers are not waterproof so that rainfall is a problem. Unlike other 
birds, they do not have a protective coating on their feathers, therefore 
hunting for prey is difficult, as a wet Barn Owl is unable to fly silently. 
We were also told that they generally swallow their prey whole, but are 
unable to digest hair and bone. After each night’s hunting the owl regur-
gitates one or two pellets containing the remains of four or five mammals.  

Otto’s inscrutable expression
Throughout the evening Otto was sitting, tethered, on Jenny’s gloved 
hand observing us all with an inscrutable facial expression, and with the 
occasional flapping of wings. Jenny’s fascinating talk was followed by a 
question and answer session,  after which refreshments were served in 
true W.I. manner!
Lin Jenkins

Harriet and Otto photo by Jenny Elder


