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New Head at Knights Templar

There will be a new face at Knights Templar in September when Mr 
Tim Litchfield takes over as Headmaster from Mr Andrew Pickering, 
who is leaving to pursue research in his field of History. Mr Litchfield, 
currently Deputy Head at Bishop 
Stortford High School, is a graduate 
of The Guildhall School of Music 
and an accomplished trumpeter. He 
is looking forward to building on the 
school’s all-round success but with a 
special eye no doubt to furthering the 
school’s outstanding musical tradition. 

The photo shows Mr Litchfield 
at the rear with his predesssors Mr 
Vivian Crellin 1960-84, Mr Peter 
Chapman 1984-2006, and Mr An-
drew Pickering 2006-2014.
Peter Chapman

Bright flowers for medieval church
Once again, one of the smallest medieval churches in Hertfordshire 

is set to host a spectacular Fuchsia Festival during the weekend July 
26th and 27th.

Organisers Caldecote Church Friends have a unique venue in the 
Church of St Mary Magdalene at Caldecote, near Baldock SG7 5LD.

It is a redundant church in the care of the Friends of Friendless 
Churches, a registered charity working to save disused but beautiful 
places of worship of architectural and historic interest.  Caldecote Church 
Friends are their local support group.

flowers, refreshments, bric a brac
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Fuchsia Society will be displaying and 
selling all kinds of specialist fuchsia plants and arrangements on Saturday 
26th  and Sunday 27th July between 1.00pm and 5.00pm.  The church 
will be adorned with a mass of flowers, excellent refreshments will be 
available, and there will be a bric-a-brac stall.  There will be booklets 
available on the history of the village and the church. Admission is free, 
but donations will be welcome towards the work of the Friends of the 
Friendless Churches.   The event always attracts a good crowd, who have 
a really enjoyable afternoon.   

one of our smaller churches
St Mary Magdalene church was built around 1350 of clunch from the 
nearby Ashwell quarry and its octagonal font dates from 1480. The 
church is only 51 feet long and it is the only remaining building from 
an officially designated ‘deserted medieval village’.

The village of Caldecote was first mentioned in The Domesday Book, 
though archaeology has shown continuous occupation from before 1050 
until the site was largely abandoned in the 15th and 16th centuries.  All 
that remains from the Middle Ages is the church, and today the village 
has a population of only 19. For more information call 1462 742440.
Peter Robbins

The Big Event Dog Show
Saturday September 6th 2014

 
Calling all dog owners/minders….. this is your opportunity to find 

fame for yourself and your hound - the biggest and best dog show the 
village has ever seen!

 Don’t miss out
 The excitement is building: Sponsors have been found and persuaded, 

an organiser is in place, judges have been appointed, an official photog-
rapher has been hired, the classes have been determined and entry forms 
are are now available for the Big event DOG SHOW…!

 The six classes are:
 - Best Looking ( Dog!)
- Most Obedient ( Dog!)
- Best Turned out on the day ( Dog!)
- Best Junior Handler ( Little Person !)
- Best 6 legs ( Dog and any aged person!)
- Dog of the Day ( Dog!)
 
Each class costs £1.00 to enter.
 Over the next few weeks forms will be posted through the letterboxes 

of all ‘known’ dog owners but if we miss anyone out, just ring or text 
for a form.  

Chapel House, Chapel Street, phone 01462 743209, mobile Elaine: 
07979 517224, Jan: 07510 140900.
 Jan, Elaine and George Olson Williams

Ashwell Surgery Contact details
Our surgery now has a local rate phone number which is:
01462 417377, Fax - 01462 742764
The new numbers for our Bassingbourn branch are:
01763 290555, Fax - 01763 247842
Calls made to the previous number will be re-directed.

Ashwell Patients Group

Concert for Amnesty International
Sunday July 13th at 3pm.

Shulah Oliver - violin, Simon Marlow - piano.
Music that will include the Sonata in A by Brahms
Tom Marlow and the Temple Jazz Trio
Tom Marlow - piano, AJ Brinkman - Bass, Eric Ford - Drums will be   

playing a mixture of standards and original compositions.
Human rights is not just an ideal that we can comfortably wait for in 

some preferred future.  It is a practical necessity right now for the many 
people in the world whose lives become tragedies through its absence.  
So let’s all help to make human rights observed everywhere.  This is one 
reason why the work of amnesty international is so important.  

please support this fund raising event  
We are asking for a donation of £10 per person, young children free.  Our 
music room holds about 30 people but we are confident it will again be 
sunny and warm enough for many more people to spread out onto the 
lawn and listen from there.

Tea and cakes will be served.  RSVP to Simon and Frances Marlow: si-
monmarlo@aol.com 01462 742268 Hill Cottage, Hinxworth SG7 5HR. 
Simon Marlow



July 3rd Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7 pm
July 6th Concert Band Shuttleworth, 3pm see page 4
July 13th Amnesty Internation Concert, Hill Cottage, Hinxworth, 3pm
July 17th WI Garden Meeting 7.30 at the Clares. 7.30 pm changed date
July 20th copy date for August Village Voice
July 26th Fuchsia Festival Caldecote Church 1pm
July 27th Fuchsia Festival Caldecote Church 1pm
August 18th Village Outing
September 6th The Big Event Horticraft show and afternoon extravaganza
November 15th Village Supper
November 29th Christmas Bazaar

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 5th June 2014 in the 

Village Hall at 7pm.
Present: Mr D. Osmond (Chairman), Mr A. Cullen, Mr P. Watler,                                                                 

Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk).  Apologies: Mr E.Sore
 Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 1st 

May were accepted as a correct record  and signed by the Chairman. 
Planning: Planning application 14/01221/1 Thorns Farm: The Parish 

Council are unclear as to the ultimate purpose of this application and 
therefore cannot notify N.H.D.C. at this point in time that they have 
“no objection” to the application. 

Highways: There are overgrown hedges along the Ashwell Road and 
New Inn Road. 

Recreation Ground: Overgrown Hedging: The areas at the sides and 
far top end of the recreation ground are overgrown. A quote for cutting 
back has been received from David Granger. The Councillors agreed 
there may be more work needed.

Stotfold Junior Football Club: The Parish Councillors have been 
invited to attend the Club’s presentation day on June 7th. Unfortunately 
due to holiday and prior commitments no Councillor is able to attend 
but they wish them well for their day.  

Caravan Club: The Club has hired the recreation ground for 
20/21/22 June. The total number of vans attending has yet to be notified 
to the Parish Council. 

The Tennis Court: The Parish Councillors thank the Giles family and 
Russell Lewis for helping with the clearing of the court playing surface. 
A new net is to be purchased within the next few weeks. 

The Allotments: The information concerning  the current plot holders 
from September 2014 is to be provided by Betty Thorn. 

Any Other Urgent Business: Policing in the Area:- The Parish Coun-
cillors are extremely concerned that the Police Officer based in Ashwell 
has been replaced and any Police issue is now having to be reported to 
Royston Police Station. They have asked the Clerk to write to the Police 
Commissioner David Lloyd detailing these concerns.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday July 3rd 2014 at 7.00 pm in 
the Village Hall. 
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Patricia Gilbert
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Patricia 

Gilbert from Newnham who died suddenly but peacefully in her sleep 
on the 7th May 2014. Pat, aged 61, was the wife of dispensing optician 
Philip Gilbert and was a well known figure having lived in the village 
for nearly 15 years.

Stevenage start
Pat and Phil started their marriage 
together in Stevenage, but both 
desired a more rural life and one 
day Phil drove Pat up the A1 to view 
Dairy Bungalow in the tiny village 
of Newnham. This one bedroom 
bungalow, on the farm, became the 
start of their relationship with a vil-
lage that both of them grew to love. 
Newnham has no pub, no shop, no 
street lights but it does have a lovely 
community and a village hall and 
both of these factors played a large 
part in her life with Phil.

Pat’s life became the village and 2 Moat Cottages where she welcomed 
everyone with open arms and a glass of wine. She was a house proud 
‘home bird’ and rarely visited other people, but everyone accepted this 
and the house was always full of happy people, many struggling to find 
a vacant spot on which to put their sleeping bags after a family party.

always by Phil’s side
Phil is actively involved in Newnham, organising events in the Village 
Hall and Pat always supported him in whatever way she could, whether 
this was catering, selling raffle tickets or actively dancing on the tables. 
She was always by his side. The involvement in the Village for Pat grew 
when she was invited to join the ‘now famous’ Lunch Ladies. This is a 
group of seven ladies who meet every third Wednesday of each month 
for a slap up lunch, alternating between each other’s houses. She really 
enjoyed these lunches and the ladies involved graduated from people she 
knew into genuine friends. Often Pat would arrive home from a lunch 
a few hours later for Phil to gently steer her upstairs towards her bed 
and pour her into it. 

Throughout her life Pat loved the sun and her foreign holidays and the 
tradition continued over the years, most often driving through Europe. If 
money was short their tent played its part or when possible a cheap hotel 
was found in the countryside. But, for someone who had no knowledge 
of foreign languages, Pat held long conversations with many strangers 
with her special mix of pidgin English and dramatic hand gestures, often 
spilling her glass of wine whilst doing so.

missed by all
Pat was a lovely, forthright, outspoken person but she will always be 
remembered for her friendliness, her warmth but more importantly the 
smile that was constantly with her. She was hard working, devoted to 
Phil and to her extended family and will be sorely missed by all. The 
world has truly lost a very special person.

Tennis court tidy up

 Hinxworth’s Tennis Court was given a much needed clean up on the 
1st June just in time for Wimbledon. Unfortunately no former tennis club 
members were able to make it but the seven intrepid Volunteers worked 
hard for around two hours clearing away five sacks of moss, weeds and 
rubbish to reveal the court in all its glory!

Our thanks go to Eric Sore, Russell Lewis, David Osmond and Tim 
Giles ably assisted by his children Ben, Millie & Lottie Giles.

new net and new members?
The Parish Council are to replace the old net with a new one and will 

be consulting with local tennis experts on the future prospects for tennis 
in the village.In the meantime if anyone would like to help in bringing 
back tennis to the village please contact David on 01462 742048.



Hinxworth Archers’ success
Hinxworth Archery Club’s Neil Bridgewater achieved a spectacular 

feat when he won the 2014 U.K. Masters Gents Compound title at the 
U.K. Masters Archery Event in Lilleshall on the 7-8th June. 

He is the only National Archery Champion in Hertfordshire. This 
premier event is by invitation of the governing body GNAS/ArcheryGB 
and is restricted to the top 160 or so British archers. Hertfordshire’s 
Compound archers Neil Bridgewater and David Wayman both from 
Hinxworth Archery Club and ranked 4th and 34th in the country 
respectively were invited for the first time.

nail biting finish
Neil won in a nail-biting finish level on 7 points each with another 
archer but was judged the winner by having progressed to the final of 
the Head to Head stage. Club Chairman David Wayman who lives in 
Ashwell End improved his overall ranking by finishing in 20th position.

watch out for Isobel
 David’s daughter Isobel Wayman is also a Junior Champion Compound 
archer and one to watch for the future as she has already broken eleven 
Hertfordshire Junior records in 2014.

Well done to all!
David Osmond The Wedding of Sam and Anna

Saturday 31st May saw the wed-
ding of Sam Cranston and his fiancée 
Anna Jones at St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth.  The happy couple looked 
stunning and were joined for a won-
derful reception by 120 guests at the 
beautiful Edworth Manor Barn.  Sam’s 
parents, David and Sue, who live at 
Summer Barn, Edworth, said, “The 
whole day was absolutely perfect!”

The celebrations continued the next 
day at Summer Barn with a BBQ for 
Sam, Anna and their families. 
Sue Cranston

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The meeting on June 10th was the Members’ night where the members 

treat the committee. This year it was decided that a pamper evening was in 
order, and Janet Lewis who was president for the evening introduced two 
friends/relatives who had  kindly given up their time to give manicures 
or pedicures to the committee members. Unfortunately there were only 
three committee members there due to holidays, so several of the mem-
bers had their names drawn out of a hat and had a beauty treatment too.

so many coloured digits
After a bring and share supper with as usual a large amount of goodies 
on offer, the committee members were presented with a manicure set as 
a thank you for their work during the year.  Never has the village seen 
so many painted fingers and toes.

garden meeting date change
Next meeting; Garden Meeting, at Audrey and Gerald Clares, New 

Inn Road, Hinxworth, 7.30, Husbands and partners welcome, don’t 
forget to bring a garden chair.  Please note change of date to Thurs-
day17th July, not as in the WI programme.
Carol Cheney

The sun shone on June 7th for 
the marriage of Giles Coverdale and 
Alice Lillie at St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth. The bride and groom are 
both doctors working in the Bourne-
mouth and Poole area. They met 
while studying medicine at Bristol 
University. Alice is the daughter of 
Stuart and Melanie Lillie of Home-
field, Hinxworth.

The reception was held at Edworth 
Manor Farm. To ease traffic conges-
tion the guests were asked to park 
there and catch the wedding bus to 
and from the church. 

St Nicholas Church bellringers 
were on hand to celebrate both wed-
dings. picture:Alec Stephenson

...and of Giles and Alice

Get safe on-line and stay safe
The National Crime Agency (NCA) is urging members of the public 

to protect themselves against powerful malicious software (malware), 
which may be costing UK computer users millions of pounds.

Members of the public can protect themselves by making sure that 
security software is installed and updated, by running scans and check-
ing that computer operating systems and applications are up to date.

Get Safe Online is providing advice, guidance and tools on its website 
at www.getsafeonline.org/nca to help internet users understand more about 
the malicious software and how to protect from attacks. A number of cyber 
security companies have supplied tools, which can be accessed via Get Safe 
Online, to help you check your computer and clean up infected machines.

update operating and security software 
We are also advised to back up all important information – such as files, 
photographs and videos. Andy Archibald of the NCA’s National Cyber Crime 
Unit, said: “Nobody wants their personal financial details, business informa-
tion or photographs of loved ones to be stolen or held to ransom by criminals. 
Our message is simple: update your operating system and make this a regular 
occurrence, update your security software and use it and, think twice before 
clicking on links or attachments in unsolicited emails.”

GOZeuS and CryptoLocker Users are typically infected by clicking 
on attachments or links in emails which look like they have been sent 
by genuine contacts and may purport to carry invoices, messages, or any 
file made to look innocuous. If the file or link is clicked on an unpro-
tected computer, GOZeuS is downloaded and installed and it will then 
link the victim’s computer to a network of already-infected machines. It 
then monitors activity until the opportunity arises to capture banking 
or other private information, which it then transmits to the criminals. 
CryptoLocker works unseen in the background, locking the user’s files. 
Once that process is complete, the victim is presented with a pop-up tell-
ing them what has happened and a timer appears on their screen, which 
starts counting down. That is the time the victim has in order to pay a 
ransom. Information on ensuring security software is up to date can be 
found at Get Safe Online. Members of the public who think they have 
lost money through malware such as GoZeus and Cryptolocker should 
report it to Action Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk

beware bogus phone calls
Action Fraud receives frequent reports from people falling victim to 
‘Computer Software Technical Support’ phone calls which use the names 
of companies like Microsoft to scam people by telling them that their 
computers have been affected. Please warn friends and loved ones that 
companies like this never make unsolicited phone calls to fix your com-
puter, nor would they request personal/financial information to do so.



  Church Services
July 6th 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
July 13th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
July 20th  9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
           4.30pm Patronal Evensong, St Mary Magdalene, Caldecote
July 27th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
               9.30am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham

On the beat

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 
841212, Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Soup Lunch
July soup lunch is Friday 11th July 12.30pm to 2pm, Hinxworth 

Village Hall.  £3 for a choice of soups, a choice of puddings, and tea or 
coffee.  See you there.

with PCSO 6522 
Chris Brabrook

Going on holiday?
While you are on holiday your home could be at a greater risk of be-

ing broken into. Here are some tips to help you make your home more 
secure and to reduce this risk while you are away.

- Make your home look occupied by asking a trusted relative or 
neighbour to collect mail, water plants and to park their car on your drive.

- Consider using the Royal Mail’s “Keep Safe” service – They will 
keep your mail for up to 2 months while you’re away.

- Don’t leave curtains closed in the daytime
- Use automatic timer switches to turn your lights on when it is dark
- Cancel regular deliveries such as newspapers and milk
- Avoid discussing holiday plans where you may be overheard
- Cut your lawn before you go
- Consider leaving important documents and valuable items with 

other family members, a bank or in a safe
- Don’t put your home address on your luggage
- Consider leaving valuable items kept in your shed in the house
- Put all your tools, including ladders, away
- If you need to use a taxi, use a company you trust
- Finally, don’t forget to lock all external doors, windows, and gates 

and set the burglar alarm if you have one.
Have a great time – and don’t forget your passport and tickets!

Meet the new Inspector
North Herts has a new Safer Neighbourhood Team Inspector who is 

responsible for managing the Letchworth, Baldock, Hitchin and Royston 
neighbourhood teams.  Inspector Duncan Sales started his career with 
Hertfordshire Constabulary in 1987 at the age of 29 and was based ini-
tially in Watford. He was promoted to Sergeant in 1990 and led a team 
of officers as part of Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team for six years before 
being promoted to Inspector in 1996 where he led the local Intervention 
team responding to emergency calls.

Duncan is no stranger to North Herts and in 2000 he took on the role 
of Intervention Inspector. He later moved into the role of Community 
Safety Inspector covering the western and central areas of the county 
in 2001.  Duncan then became a Detective Inspector and worked in 
the Local Crime Unit in St Albans and Hatfield where he investigated 
priority crimes such as burglaries, robberies, assaults and drugs offences, 
before moving to the Case Investigation Team where he managed the 
unit dealing with offenders in custody.

In his most recent role before moving back to North Herts, Duncan 
led the Constabulary’s Harm Reduction Unit where he managed the unit 
dealing with incidents of domestic abuse, honour based violence, hate 
crime and missing people. Duncan said: “I was really pleased to return 
to North Herts in the role of Safer Neighbourhood Team Inspector as 
the area has a real sense of community.  I am looking forward to working 
closely with area partner agencies and continuing to build on the already 
very strong relationships we have with them to reduce crime further, 
bring those responsible for crime to justice and ensure the community 
plays an active role in helping police to keep North Herts a safe place 
to live and work.”

Patronal Evensong at Caldecote
There will be special Patronal Evensong Service at St Mary Magdalene, 

Caldecote on Sunday 20th July at 4.30pm.  The Revd Patrick Forbes will 
officiate and we will be joined by the Ashwell Choir.
Kit Boddington

Concert Band at Shuttleworth!
East Bedsfordshire Concert Band will be performing their annual 

summer concert at Shuttleworth on Sunday 6th July.

Once again, there will be a wide range of music performed. From 
the film music of Laurence of Arabia, Handel’s Fireworks Music, to a 
Deep Purple Medley, there’ll be something for all the family to enjoy.

and delicious ice cream
As usual, the audience are invited to bring a picnic, and rugs or chairs 

and to sit in the fabulous grounds whilst enjoying the wide selection of 
music. Not forgetting the opportunity to purchase fantastic home made 
ice-cream from Mr and Mrs Maynard

So make a date in your diaries - East Bedfordshire Concert Band at 
Shuttleworth College , Old Warden village entrance, Sunday 6th July. 
Gates open at 1.30pm and concert starts at 3pm. Tickets, adults £6, 
family £15, concessions £4.

Ashwell Summer Stage School
All abilities welcome at the summer stage school.  Ages 5 - 12. Monday 

11th August to Friday 15th August, 9.30am - 3pm every day. Ashwell 
Village Hall.  Full week course £139, 2 siblings £259.  For more informa-
tion and to book your place, please contact Alex 07903 058568 or email 
ashwellstageschool@gmail.com  

If you are not well known, or you are not getting enough business, 
perhaps a feature in Village Voice could help you. There is no charge 
and all of our reporting staff are renowned for their courtesy and skill. 
Contact villagevoice3@gmail.com and we will do everything we can, 
short of murder, to help your local enterprise to flourish.

Local Enterprise?


