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Summer Barn Dance
On Saturday 21st June 2014, St. Mary’s, Ashwell, at 8pm in aid of 

Ashwell Playgroup.  Live band, hog roast and real ale.  For tickets please 
call 07900 247766.

Are you a keen runner? Looking for a new challenge?  Well look no 
further than the Bassingbourn Multi-terrain Half Marathon, which will 
be held for the first time on Sunday 6th July.  Whilst the race starts and 
finishes in Bassingbourn, it also takes in some villages that will be familiar 
to you including Litlington, Abington Piggots, Guilden Morden and Stee-
ple Morden.  This is a relatively flat course so personal bests are possible 
and the course is suitable for those new to the half marathon distance. 
Cost is £20 affiliated or £22 unaffiliated.  For this you get your race 
pack posted out to you , so no need to queue up extra early on race day!  

medal, water and a banana
All finishers will also get a medal, a bottle of water, a banana and an 
energy drink!  There will also be trophies for category winners!  The race 
headquarters has what every  runner needs, on-site parking, on site toilets, 
changing rooms, showers, secure baggage area, free massage, barbecue 
and refreshments.  Not only is this a new exciting event and the first of 
FIT4THECHALLENGE but it is also raising money for Brainstrust, a 
brain cancer charity.  Closing date for entry is 27th June and all informa-
tion you need is at www.fit4thechallenge.co.uk
Ashley Hawkins, Community Development Officer,Baldock

Bassingbourn Half Marathon

Tennis Court Tidy Up
June 1st 10.30 am 

Calling all past members of the Hinxworth Tennis Club. Hinxworth’s 
Tennis Court is now showing signs of serious neglect and needs some 
tidying up to keep it in a playable state. Patches of weeds and moss have 
grown around the edges making it slippery when wet so these need to 
be cleared and the court swept before we  install a brand new tennis net.  

bring spade and broom
For those public spirited villagers who like to see our village assets kept up 
to the best possible condition please come along on Sunday morning the 
1st June at 10.30 am with your garden spade and yard broom and come 
and join me for an hour or so in keeping Hinxworth’s tennis court tidy!
David Osmond

There has been a spate of theft of  heavy duty batteries and diesel 
from commercial vehicles in the Letchworth and Graveley area. Please 
be mindful when parking up your vehicles and leave them in a well lit 
area or secure compound.
Neighbourhood Watch

Commercial vehicles at risk

Jean Brown legacy for Church
Jean Brown who died earlier this year and who used to live in The 

Close, Hinxworth, and played the organ at St Nicholas Church for many 
years, has left £1,000 to St Nicholas Church. May she rest in peace and 
rise in glory!

Never mind the competition for giant sunflowers, Annette Forbes is 
rather proud of this giant thistle found lurking in her front garden.

While we wait.....
Until a new priest is appointed to these villages please contact me 

or your churchwardens with any queries about baptisms, weddings and 
funerals, pastoral issues, and I will do whatever I can to help. My phone 
number is 01462 742015. Miracles may take a little while....
Patrick Forbes



Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The meeting on May 8th featured a talk by Denise McKenna on 

Garden Design. She started by showing various slides of designs. To de-
sign your plot start by creating shapes and spaces. Make a garden to suit 
your lifestyle. The elements of making a good garden are unity, balance, 
rhythm, flow, proportion, scale, and finally harmony.

One of the main things to concentrate on is a focal point, for example, 
a sundial, or large urn, summer house or even a shed, painted in a soft 
green. After all, sheds do not have to be brown !

hard landscapes and hot colours
Plan your hard landscaping to be interesting with paving, pots, and 
curves. Restrict colour, for instance creams, purples, pinks, and leaving 
hot colours of reds and oranges to a very sunny border. Lastly enjoy your 
garden in which ever way you feel suits you, and what you can afford.

members‘ night
June’s meeting is on the 12th, a members’ night when the members treat 
the committee.
Carol Cheney

Some fifty people enjoyed a concert given in St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth on May 10th by the Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir. 
The choir sang a sparkling programme of light classical, contempo-

Choral Concert raises £400

Greener home heating incentive
Rural homeowners living off the gas network have long had to pay 

extra for oil, LPG or electric heating. The Domestic Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI) is here to encourage these households to consider lower 
carbon alternatives when replacing an old boiler.

 Biomass boiler in a rural farmhouse. 
Photo courtesy superhomes

The RHI aims to even out 
the relative cost of installing and 
running a new renewable heating 
system instead of one using fossil 
fuel. With the RHI you receive a 
payment for every unit of renewa-
ble heat it is estimated your system 
will generate. Supported heaters 
include biomass or pellet boilers, 
air, ground or water source heat 
pumps, and solar thermal panels. 

find out more
The RHI is open to homeowners, 
private landlords, social landlords 
and self-builders. If you installed 
a renewable heat system between 
15 July 2009 and 8 April 2014 you 

Gordon Glass

may also be eligible. Application for the RHI is by a form on the Ofgem 
website. You can also get free advice from the Energy Saving Advice 
Service on 0300 123 1234.

rary music, accompanied on the 
keyboard by Mary Anstey and 
conducted by Les Rayner.

a nightingale sang
The choir encourages local musi-
cal talent and brought with them 
Louisa Haggerty. Louisa is a mez-
zo-soprano from Hertfordshire 
and is currently in her second year 
of studying at the Royal Northern 
College of Music. She sang in two 
solo spots and is clearly a talent 
and name to watch. She sang  
‘A nightingale sang in Berkeley Louisa Haggerty
Square’. There was wine during the interval. Those who came said it 
was a smashing evening. The choir enjoyed it too and complimented 
the audience on their singing of Cwm Rhondda.
The concert raised £400 for the St Nicholas project to build toilet facili-
ties on the site. We hope the choir will return soon.
 Patrick Forbes

Another year, another exhibition. It was a very hot and sunny weekend 
when members of the art society displayed a large and varied selection 
of their paintings to the public in Hinxworth village hall. There was also 
a children’s picture corner. We are very proud to be able to put on an 
exhibition to show our work and were pleased to see so many visitors. It 
is all thanks to the members who worked very hard to organise and adver-
tise the exhibition in advance. Thanks also go to partners and friends of 
members who were available to help set up and dismantle after the event. 

We hope that everyone who came to have a look at the exhibition 
enjoyed their visit. Refreshments with cakes made by members were 
served by volunteers throughout the week-end. 

The picture which got the most votes was Ann Fraser’s pastel painting 
with the original title “Looking out there, I think I am safer in here”. 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the week-end a success.
Marianne Osmond

Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition

Colin Chambers with one of his picturesScoots is a wheels to work project funded by Hertfordshire County 
Council and managed by CDA Herts. It is the aim of Scoots to over-
come transport barriers people in Hertfordshire have in accessing work, 
education and training.

“I would recommend this to anyone”
Scoots provides a scooter or motorcycle along with 12 months insurance, 
tax, servicing, breakdown recovery and safety equipment (helmet, gloves, 
jacket and waterproof trousers). The client pays for the scooter over a 
period of 12 months. At the end of this period, the client receives owner-
ship of everything. Stefano an existing Scoots client said “after months 
of struggling to find work I was able to accept a full time job thanks to 
having a scooter. I would recommend this to anyone.” Clients must be 
over the age of 16 to apply, and can be in full/part time employment, 
training or education.

To apply, please go to www.scootsw2w.org.uk and complete an ap-
plication form. Alternatively you can call Scoots on 01707 695513.

Scoots helps people to work



June 1st Hinxworth Tennis Court tidy -up 10.30 am. See page 1.
June 12 Hinxworth & Edworth WI 7.45 pm Village Hall.
June 13th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm.
June 21st Summer Barn Dance, St. Mary’s Ashwell, 8pm.
July 6th Bassingbourn half marathon. See page 1.
July 6th Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon, Hinxworth Village Hall.
July 13th Newnham Parish Lunch.
August 18th Village Outing.
September 6th The Big Event Horticraft show and afternoon extravaganza
November 15th Village Supper
November 29th Christmas Bazaar

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
Note of a meeting held on Thursday May 1st 2014 in Hinxworth 
Village Hall at 7 pm.

Present:   Mr D. Osmond (Chairman), Mr E. Sore,  Mr P. Watler, 
Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk).Apologies:  Mr A. Cullen.

Appointment of the Chairman 2014/2015 – Eric Sore proposed 
David Osmond to be appointed Chairman. Agreed unanimously. 

 Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 6th 
March were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.                                                 

Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed to 
the expenditure for April retrospectively and May currently. The payments 
requiring further clarification are as follows: The War Memorial Clock – It 
has been agreed A.James (Jewellers) Ltd will contact Hinxworth Parish 
Council in 2016 and every two years thereafter to arrange a visit for the 
planned ongoing maintenance of the clock. AON/Allianz Annual Insur-
ance: The documents include a  ”Special Events Guidelines - Factsheet”. 
A copy will be sent to all current and future relevant organisers of such 
events for their information and compliance. 

Annual Accounts 2013/2014: A copy of the annual accounts for 
2013/2014 was passed to the Councillors. These have been audited by 
the Internal Auditor. Those Councillors present agreed unanimously to 
adopt the accounts. They also accepted the Section 1- Accounting State-
ments, Section 2- Annual Governance Statement. These were then signed 
by the Chairman and the Financial Officer Responsible to be forwarded 
to BDO Stoy Hayward for the external audit. 

Planning: The Parish Council has “no objection” to the following 
planning applications: 1. Application 14/00937/1HH - 1 High Street, 
Hinxworth. 2. Application 14/01069/1LB – The Old Bakery Chapel Street, 
Hinxworth, 3. Application14/01023/1HH West Barn Hinxworth Place.

 Recreation Ground:  Overgrown Hedging: The areas at the side and 
far top end of the recreation ground are overgrown. D.J Granger to be 
asked for a quote to carry out the work.

The Tennis Court: The court playing surface requires maintenance. 
David Osmond and Eric Sore are to investigate further. D.J. Granger to 
be asked for a quote to carry out the work.

 Any Other Urgent Business from the Annual Parish Meeting:-
The area opposite Jack’s House: David Osmond to investigate the 

progress of the work. The grassed area in front of the bungalows - Francis 
Road: North Hertfordshire Homes are to be notified some residents ve-
hicles are parked on the grass on a regular basis. Therefore in inclement 
weather the area becomes a quagmire. 

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday June 5th 2014 at 7.00 pm in 
the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.25p.m.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council   

My mother was born in Surrey in 1953 to Colin and Elsie and was 
the youngest of three sisters. Mum proved to be a gifted student and a 
talented sportsperson. She showed this in the Mothers’ Race at Ashwell 
School and when competing furiously in Gymkhanas. She has always had 

Helen Cree 1953 - 2014

a passion for animals. in particular horses, 
a passion that would help shape her future. 

who’s asking?
Down on the farm where she kept her 
pony, a group of young men asked her if 
she was going out that evening. Unsure of 
exactly what this meant, Mum enquired as 
to exactly who was asking. A short period 
of silence followed before one of the young 
men announced, “I am”. That man was 
Colin and this was the beginning of a union 
that lasted over 40 years.

flares,mini skirt and boots
 In 1971, at the tender ages of 18 and 21, Mum and Dad married in secret 
at Hitchin Registry Office. Dad wore his widest flares while Mum dressed 
in a mini skirt and knee high boots. The pair pursued Dad’s passion for 
antiques taking over Mum’s uncle’s shop in Letchworth. They lived for 
a  year at the Osier Beds in Arlesey, a beautiful wooded area along the 
river owned by my grandfather with no electricity or running water.

In 1981 Mum & Dad decided Edworth would be a nice area to 
stay for a couple of months. The warm welcome they received from the 
community have meant that they have never left. 

Between 1981 and 1992, Mum gave birth to three children – Rosie, 
Tom and me. As we grew up, she also commenced working at the livery 
yard that she ran with Dad. Mum’s natural horsemanship and care and 
dedication to the horses saw her rise before dawn every morning and 
enjoy a cold gin and tonic at the end of the day. Around the yard, Mum 
was a much loved and well respected colleague and friend.

absolutely unconditionally adored
Mum’s belief in us was unwavering and her constant support has seen 
her and Dad hopefully raise us into beautiful, well rounded adults. 
Mum’s grandchildren provided her with great joy and she formed a 
beautiful relationship despite the distance. ‘Granny’ was absolutely and 
unconditionally adored by all three granddaughters, but Mum adored 
them just as much. She taught them to ride ponies and go car-booting, 
crucial skills for the future. In return, Jess, Millie and Lucy forced her 
to learn how to use an IPad so they could communicate and they also 
got her jet-setting around the world so they could spend time together. 
Most recently in November, she travelled to Australia, despite her illness. 

Mum enjoyed the simple things in life. If the sun was out, Mum 
loved to be out in it.  Mum’s Sunday roasts were legendary, however, she 
could never understand Dad’s natural ability for creating huge Yorkshire 
puddings when it was his turn in the kitchen. 

She was a member of the Cambridgeshire Hunt for many years, some-
thing that she dearly loved. She and Rocco would often return home, 
covered in mud with a beaming smile and tales of the day.

We will never know why fate dealt us this hand, but for all our sadness, 
we are all better people for having known Mum. Everyone could benefit 
from being just a little more like her. A friend said that Mum never had 
a bad word to say about anyone and that is definitely true. There is so 
much to celebrate about Mum’s life and so many wonderful memories. 

The summer of 2013 was a highlight for the entire family especially 
Mum. She celebrated her 60th birthday exactly how she wanted, on the 
beach with an ice cream, she watched me graduate from University and 
enjoyed the wonderful marriage of Tom and Fran as well as spending 
every day with her beloved granddaughters.

Mum has left behind the beautiful legacy of a close-knit, loving and 
happy family. Our memories of her will not fade and stand to grow 
fonder as time goes by. Forever in our hearts. 
Lizzie Cree

Fine Foods 
from 

Farrowby FarmThis self portrait of the assistant 
editor never made it to the Art 
Society exhibition!



  Church Services
June 1st 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
June 8th 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 15th  9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 22nd 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas Hinxworth
                9.30am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
June 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

On the beat 
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook 

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PCSO  6522 Chris Brabrook  North Herts Rural

Hertfordshire Police contact

Soup Lunch
June soup lunch is on Friday 13th June 12.30pm to 2pm, Hinxworth 

Village Hall.  £3 for a choice of soups, a choice of puddings, and tea or 
coffee.  See you there.

First of all I would like to apologize for the lack of a newsletter over 
the last few months. We have had a number of changes within the team 
at Royston Police Station and we have finally worked our way through 
the period of change and can now get back in to the swing of things.

point of contact
One change that has been implemented is that I, PCSO 6522 Chris 
Brabrook, will be your main point of contact for the rural area. I have 
worked at Royston and have covered the rural area for over ten years, I 
am happy to listen to your concerns and I am willing to help you with 
any issues you have. The general number to contact your local police is 
101 but if prefer to call the office then my number is 01438 757935 but 
please note that I may be on rest days or out of the office but will make 
every effort to contact you as soon as possible. 

Chris,three pcs....
I will be supported by three police constables who will cover Royston town 
and Royston Rural who will interchange to tackle problems around the 
local area. They are PC Mark Ellwood 371, PC Johnie Streeter 1931 and 
PC Mike Hardiman 2787. If you would prefer or feel a Police Constable 
is more suited to your problem then all these officers can be contacted 
via 101 or the office number provided above. 

....and a new sergeant
And finally we have a new Sergeant at Royston. PS Stephen Oliphant 
1913 will be leading the team. He writes, “I joined the team at the end 
of November last year. I have worked in North Herts for the last seven 
years and Chris has highlighted some of the changes that we have made 
to the way in which we work but please be assured that this does not alter 
our commitment to yourselves, nor does it change the level of service 
you should expect should you need us.  Please take a few moments to 
read through this newsletter and let us know if you want us to include 
anything else.”

keep your vehicle and valuables safe 
It might sound obvious, but make sure you lock the doors and shut 
the windows and sunroof whenever you leave your vehicle unattended.
Remove your Sat Nav and its holder, and wipe away any suction marks 
as these could suggest to a potential thief that a Sat Nav is stored in 
your vehicle. Never leave any valuables in your vehicle - not even in the 
glove-box or boot - and keep all other possessions out of sight. Even if 
you know that there is nothing valuable in your coat pocket or bag left 
on the back seat, thieves may try their luck.

register accessories
Use an approved steering lock or gear clamp, and remember to set your 
immobiliser and alarm if you have them. Register your stereo, laptop, 
Sat Nav and any other property on the free online property database:   
www.immobilise.com. It only takes a few minutes and could help police 
trace your property if it’s lost or stolen.

don’t let villains steal your oil
Now a high-value commodity, heating oil is often stolen at night. Move 
it. If the tank is located away from the house, move it closer where you 
can keep a better eye on it . Screen it. If the tank can be seen from the 
road, then screen it with fencing or hedging. Cage it. Consider building 
a metal cage around it with a secure entrance gate.

Conceal pipe work. Reduce the locations where it can be attacked. 
Conceal external pipe work. Cut the power supply. Ensure that any 
electrical control boxes or switches are in a secure environment, your 
house? Block vehicle access. Keep vehicles as far away from your tank 
as possible. Use locked gates, parking posts or hooped barriers. Install a 
driveway alert monitor. Invest in good lighting. Fit movement activated 
lighting and consider the type that activates a buzzer in the house when 
it switches on. Adjust the sensitivity to prevent false alarms.

Check your home insurance. Ensure that your home insurance covers 
you for the loss/theft of your heating oil.

  As the football season ends, unfortunately, my busy period starts 
and Ashwell Accies really really need a new Registration Secretary as 
soon as possible.  

We are looking for someone who can collate information and make it 
available in a spreadsheet such as Excel. Gavin will be available hopefully 
to hand over.  It is also something that someone who has no association 
with the Accies could do to help out a village organisation, so please 
spread the word. Please contact me on  01462 743546 or  louisebruning@
hotmail.co.uk

Many thanks
Louise Bruning

Ashwell Accies need your help

Great News
Application forms for the Horticraft Show are now available from: Jan 

Raynham, “Ogles”, High St, Hinxworth; Margaret, Three Horseshoes, 
High St, Hinxworth; Vicky Scales 12, Francis Rd, Hinxworth.  Closing 
date for applications is 1st August. 

Sponsoring The Big Event
Final chance for applications to sponsor or Donate towards Your Big 

Event, any amount gratefully received. If you would like to advertise in 
The Big Event programme please contact Brenda Smith and Jack Smith 
tel. 01462 743104.

George’s Canine Dogwalk Show
Sponsored by Elaine and Jan Olson–Williams and “George”.Ap-

plication forms are available for The Big Events very own Dog Show. If 
you feel that your dog could win our very first Dog Show then collect 
your application form from your Village Hall Management Committee.

good cleaner wanted
Does anyone know of a good cleaner – three hours, one day a week 

-preferably Thursday or Friday? Please contact Elaine Olson-Williams, 
Chapel House, Hinxworth on 07979 517224.


