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Petanque at the Pub?
Players wanted urgently for our Petanque Teams. Anyone interested 

please contact the pub on 01462 742280

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir 
 Tickets are selling fast for the concert at 7.30 on Saturday 10 June. 

So this is your last call for what should prove to be a really fun and lively 
concert taking full advantage of the wonderful acoustics in St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth. Tickets are available from Stuart Lillie, Orchard 
House, 5 Homefield, 01462 743755.

Summer Barn Dance
On Saturday 21st June 2014, St. Mary’s, Ashwell, at 8pm in aid of 

Ashwell Playgroup.  Live band, hog roast and real ale.  For tickets please 
call 07900 247766.

Katie Scales collects her 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold 

Award 

European elections
We live in the U.K’s Eastern Region European Parliamentary Area 

which has seven seats in the European Parliament. European Elections 
are held every five years. The next one is scheduled for Thursday, 22 May 
2014. Voting in this election, means using a system of voting known as 
“Closed List Proportional Representation”  This means that you do not 
vote for an individual candidate but for a political party to represent 
your views in the European Parliament. By placing one cross (X) on your 
ballot paper, next to a political party, in this election, you are voting for 
all seven of that party’s candidates.

when and where to vote
Polling for Hinxworth will be in the Village Hall from 7 am until 10 

pm.  Newnham and Caldecote residents will vote in Newnham Village 
Hall. Edworth residents will vote in the office, Edworth Manor.Don’t 
miss your chance to influence European Union activities and policies.

Erstwhile Hinxworth resident seeks a room  in which to rest his head 
– for one or possibly two weeks every month for up to a year. Comes 
replete with own critically acclaimed DVD collections, a few books and 
a pushbike. Fully house trained and as he’ll be working in Newnham, at 
his office during the day, you’ll hardly notice he’s there. Will not require 
feeding but use of washing and toilet facilities would be appreciated. 

travelling to and from Cornwall
He’ll be spending the remainder of his time travelling along the A303 
and living in Cornwall. Consequently his budget is tight. If you can help 
then please phone 07791 757 042.

Five Years at the Shoes

Margaret and Gerald Platten with Gemma celebrated their first 
five yearsat The Three Horseshoes on March 28th. There was a 
delicious hog roast  and  good music from Rockitt Cottage.

Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition Sale of Work
  Saturday 17th May – Sunday 18th May.  10 am – 4 pm.  Refresh-

ments.  Free Admission.  Children’s Art Exhibition - Entries are accepted 
from children under the age of 13 from members’ families and families 
within the Village Voice catchment area.  Hinxworth Village Hall.

     Late in March I was lucky 
enough to accompany Katie to col-
lect her Gold Award at St James’ 
Palace. Almost too late since 25 is 
the cut off point to do this level of 
the scheme and Katie is 24½! 

don’t do hats
The invitations duly arrived com-
plete with dress code and detailed 
instructions.  A friend who had 
collected hers as long ago as 1976 
told me she’d had to wear a hat and 
she doesn’t do hats! At least I didn’t 
have to.

jumper on line
A somewhat eventful journey on the day due to a jumper on the train 
line meant we had to be diverted via Hertford North. Still we arrived in 
plenty of time. I was both surprised and pleased that the Duke actually 
attended the ceremony himself and chatted to Katie personally about 
her time in Nepal.  

missed out on Darcy and Benedict
The celebrity who actually presented the certificates was Debbie Beadle, 
human rights campaigner working to stop child trafficking. We gathered 
that we missed out on Darcy Bussell and Benedict Cumberbatch who 
presented awards in the two other rooms.   We rounded off our day with 
hot chocolate and nibbles at The Ritz as you do.

A very special day out and well worth the effort - for me at least.
Sylvia Scales

Jamie Crocker urgently seeks room

Now that spring has sprung, and the floods have receded, 
we  can now see where the potholes are. If you spot a pothole 
you can report it by going on line to www.hertsdirect.org/
faultreporting and completing the details. 

Pot Holes



Acting Chairman’s Report Annual Parish 
Meeting 2014

The Parish Council has continued to represent the views of the resi-
dents of Hinxworth. We have very limited powers but our aim, as ever, is 
to promote and help facilitate the well being of the village and residents 
of Hinxworth.  Precept – Prudent financial management and the ability 
of the PC and the Clerk to get grants where possible the precept has been 
kept the same for the ninth consecutive year.

It should be re-iterated that in a year or two’s time from now we 
would have finished paying off the Public Works Loan Board loan for 
the refurbishment of the village hall. At that time it might be necessary 
to increase the current precept level and use that increase to repair and 
re-furbish the village assets such as the clock tower roof and façade, and 
any further structural work needed on the village hall. This would enable 
us to keep the village assets up to the highest standard expected.  The 
VHMC will continue to ensure that the village hall is run at a surplus to 
maintain the day to day funding and maintenance of the hall.

Village Hall Management Committee
The Village Hall Management Committee is to be thanked once 

again for their sterling efforts in running the day to day management 
of the hall.  I am sure you will all join me in thanking Sylvia Scales for 
all the years of dedicated service to the village hall as well all the other 
organisations she supports. She is truly a local heroine and I will always 
be grateful for her unwavering support and hard work during the dif-
ficult refurbishment years.

Parish Clerk
Wendy Kitchener plays a very active role as Parish Clerk and ensures 

that the PC is kept up to date. Always on the ball she is constantly on 
hand with support to the Parish Council and has been successful in 
gaining grants where available.

Highways
The poor state of local roads continues to be a source of concern to 

villagers and the increasing number of potholes appearing are a major 
problem for motorists and pedestrians alike. Recent flooding in several 
areas of the village has caused even more deterioration. On the plus side 
the response time for repairing has improved with most potholes being 
filled soon after being reported.

 Recreation Ground
The recreation ground continues to be the home ground for 

Hinxworth Archery Club who continue to be successful at club, county 
and national level. Stotfold junior under nines football team have used the 
ground  on Saturday mornings during the winter when weather permits.   
The tennis court is still under utilised. The Parish Council will soon 
be looking once again at ways to encourage regular usage.   The Parish 
Council ensures that users comply with all Health & Safety requirements.

Allotments
There are a small number of allotments still available and anyone 

interested in taking an allotment / half allotment should contact Betty 
Thorn. I would like to thank Betty Thorn of the Hinxworth Allotment 
Group for liaising with the Parish Clerk in relation to licences for the 
allotments.

Broadband
Once again Hinxworth was overlooked in the selection for Superfast 

fibre-optic Broadband. The next roll-out for 2015 has yet to be announced 
and it is hoped that we will have more success this time. Our MP Oliver 
Heald has been pressing for an upgrade in this constituency including 
the Ashwell exchange so there is some hope, we just have to wait and 
see. Alternative suppliers other than BT have been thoroughly researched 
by our consultant David Rumball but so far none have proved viable. 
Grateful thanks to David Rumball for all his help.

The Volunteers
No village would be complete or function as it should without the 

many volunteers who give up their valuable time in the service of their 
friends and neighbours. These are the unsung heroes who are the very 
spirit of a thriving community. The members of the Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee and people such as Gordon Hayden who has wound 

the village memorial clock twice weekly for the last 30 years, Russell 
Lewis who tends the memorial garden and Gerald Platten of the Three 
Horseshoes who gets up before the birds to fetch the daily newspapers. 
We thank these and many others who help make life better for us all.

Tony Hunter & Andrew Young
I would like to thank both Tony Hunter & Andrew Young for their 

continued support and assistance to the PC and residents of Hinxworth.
David Osmond
Acting Chairman Hinxworth Parish Council

Holiday Let in Crete
Detached villa in Crete near the sea, overlooking olive groves.  Pri-

vate swimming pool.  Villa sleeps up to 6.  Available in May, June and 
September.  Bookings being taken.  For more information ring Betty 
and Ed Thorn on 01462 742858.

I took this picture on The Farne Islands last June with my father 
Graham White. Last summer I uploaded it to The Guardian newspa-
per. A couple of months ago to my surprise they shortlisted me for The 
Guardian Witness Awards 2014. My photograph was shortlisted with 
another 30 photographs out of 60,000. 

There were five different categories with six photographs in each one. 
My category was Best Original Still.

Unfortunately I did not win but, The Guardian Witness Award cer-
emony was a great night hosted by comedian David Mitchell.
Christy White

Christy’s puffin shortlisted by Guardian

Mortier’s Tea
Hinxworth’s finest

01462 743241



May 9th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30pm - 2pm
May 10th Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir St Nicholas Church
May 17th Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition
May 18th Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition
June 21st Summer Barn Dance, St. Mary’s Ashwell, 8pm
July 6th Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon, Hinxworth Village Hall
July 13th Newnham Parish Lunch
August 18th Village Outing
September 6th The Big Event Horticraft show and afternoon extravaganza
November 15th Village Supper
November 29th Christmas Bazaar

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The Annual Meeting of the Women’s Institute was held on Thursday 

April 10th.  Our president, Heather Baim opened the meeting and wel-
comed everyone there, before giving out one or two items of business.

Edna Keep and Sylvia Scales being presented with medals from 
Heather Baim in thanks for services to the WI 

She then went on to the main item on the agenda which was the 
reading of The President’s Report outlining what had been done in the 
past year.  After that was the Adoption of Minutes and Adoption of The 
Financial Statement.  Then Sylvia Scales the secretary gave her report 
which followed on very much from what the president had said.

This was followed by the election of this year’s committee, five mem-
bers had stood down for one reason or another, but three new members 
were elected, so the committee stands as follows:  Heather Baim, Presi-
dent; Committee members: Linda Huber; Maureen Sore; Jan Raynham; 
Jan Youngman; Janet Lewis; Yvonne Tookey.

Jan Youngman then gave us the entertainment for the evening and 
presented us with a picture quiz entitled Guess the Masked Faces of 
famous faces, which was easier said than done, and also a crossword, 
with clues all pertaining to Face Masks.  The reason for this is that the 
competition at the Spring Group meeting at Letchworth is a decorated 
Carnival Face Mask.  Several of our members had decorated masks 
which were all beautiful in their own individual fashion.  The winner 
voted for by the members was Jan Youngman, which will go forward to 
the  group meeting .

Next months meeting Thursday May 8th, 7.45pm, Village Hall 
Hinxworth.  Garden Design by Denise McKenna.  All new members 
welcome.       
Carol Cheney

On April 5th, some 15 villagers 
met to clean up the grounds of St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth.On 
arrival they arrived they discovered 
a mystery group of adults poking 
around the site, staring at brickwork 
and tombstones. It transpired that 
they were researching the lichen 
population. 

It seems that the more species 
of lichen there are  in an area, the 
better the air quality. We are happy 
to report that they found over 80 
species of lichen, meaning our air 
quality around St Nicholas Church 
is very good.

Thanks to all who helped to keep 
our churchyard looking beautiful.

Palm Sunday Procession

pictures by Alec Stephenson and Patrick Forbes

Lichens reveal clean air
Following the flooding 

of New Inn Road near 
Thorn’s Farm, this  picture 
of one of the drain covers 
suggests a thorough clean 
up of the drains is needed 
before the next rainstorms 
strike and threaten to flood 
our roads.



  Church Services
May 4th 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
May 11th 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 18th  9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 25th 9.15am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas Hinxworth
                9.30am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

Hertfordshire Police contact

Please send all copy and pictures for June’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by May 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be 
read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Soup Lunch
May soup lunch is on Friday 9th May 12.30pm to 2pm, Hinxworth 

Village Hall.  £3 for a choice of soups, a choice of puddings, and tea or 
coffee.  See you there.

The Restoration of a Rural Gem
A speaker is available to give an illustrated 

talk on the saving of the redundant mediaeval 
church in Caldecote – the smallest village 
in Hertfordshire.   Host organisations must 
provide a laptop and projection facilities. No 
fees – but donations to Caldecote Church 

Friends invited.  Enquiries to 01462 742440 or email: peter@peterrob-
bins.eclipse.co.uk

Piece of cake in Knebworth
KATS (Knebworth Amateur Theatrical Society) are finding their May 

production a piece of cake. At least a piece of cake is what you will be 
served in the interval. The Double Bill being performed in Knebworth 
Village Hall from 15-17 May, curtain up 7.45pm,  features two new plays 
by local playwrights. ‘The Friends of Mike Santini’ by KATS member 
Terry Grimwood, is a supernatural tale of a singer who seems to have a 
strange influence over the people around him. ‘Famous Island’, written 
by local girl Katy Smith when she was just fifteen, takes a lighter view 
of life. What if there was a luxury island where the rich and/or famous 
could escape to when the going got tough – having first faked their own 
deaths? Tickets £7 (concessions £6) from Jo Simson on 01438 814166, 
or Village News, Station Road, Knebworth.

New type of phone scam  
Beware of a phone scam that has emerged in Hertfordshire where 

people receive phone calls from fraudsters claiming to be from the police 
or their bank who are investigating fraudulent activity on their bank 
accounts.  They say a new bank account has been set up in the victim’s 
name and to prevent further fraud they should transfer all their funds 
into the new account.  In fact a new account hasn’t been set up; the funds 
are transferred to the fraudster’s account. 

If the victim seems suspicious, the fraudster suggests they call police or 
contact their bank to confirm their identity.  However, the victim doesn’t 
realise that the caller hasn’t hung up so the line remains open, so when 
the victim calls the police, they connect straight back to the offender 
who then pretends to be another person, confirming the caller’s claims. 

Hertfordshire residents have become victims this week, transferring 
their entire savings to the offender’s account.  Please share our advice: 

- Be suspicious of unexpected callers. 
- Your bank and the police would NEVER ask for your account 

details or PIN number over the phone.  Don’t disclose these to anyone, 
no matter who they claim to be.

- They NEVER ask you to withdraw money and send it to them via 
a courier, taxi or by other means.

- They NEVER ask you to send your bank cards, or other items, to 
them via courier, or any other means.

- They NEVER ask you over the phone to transfer your money to a 
new account they’ve created for you.

If you are not happy with a call or feel suspicious, please end the call 
and contact police via the non-emergency number, 101.

When reporting a suspicious call to police, wait at least five minutes 
before making the call or phone a friend first to ensure the line has cleared. 
Derrick Sweeney Neighbourhood Watch

Number Plate Thefts
There have been some reports of number plates being stolen from 

vehicles in the Hitchin area. Please look at some of the crime prevention 
tips below to help keep your vehicle and property safe.

Look out for car parks with a Secured Car Park sign which have rec-
ognised levels of security. If you have a garage at home, make sure you 
use it and lock it properly.  If you keep your car on the drive, you could 
consider having a ‘dusk-til-dawn’ security light fitted at the front of your 
house - thieves don’t like to be illuminated.  Noisy gravel on your drive 
can help deter a would-be thief, as they don’t want to alert you to their 
approach.  Remember to put your aerial down to stop it being vandalised.

Always take the keys out of the ignition even if you’re just stopping 
to buy a newspaper or popping back into your home to get something.

Property Security
Remove your stereo if you can, or if you have a removable front fascia 

take it with you - never leave it in the glove box or boot as an opportun-
ist thief may try their luck anyway.  Never leave vehicle documents in 
your car - don’t make it easy for a thief to sell your car or provide a cover 
story if stopped by the police.  Consider buying locking screws kits to 
secure numbers plates which are targeted by criminals. Alternatively you 
can ask your local garage to fit these for you at your next vehicle service.

If you have a diesel van or other high clearance vehicles having your 
catalytic converter marked, or secured can deter thieves.
Neighbourhood Watch

Dear Village Voice,
 I saw your article in the Voice and am interested in the sailing club. 

I’d like to hone my skills in ocean-craft, having been nearly caught out 
before. It was a few years ago when I suddenly became aware that it was 
going to pour with rain. Something told me that I should do something 
to protect my family and the animals that we had.

massive vessel to house all of us
So I got the boys to rally round and we built this massive vessel that 
housed us all and the animals – a sort of ark, I suppose. Well, you never 
saw rain like it! It went on and on, and we wondered when it was going 
to stop. Everyone got a bit fed up to say the least, but then one day, we 
noticed that it had cleared up. We let out one of the birds to do a recce 
and she came back with this bit of greenery in her beak, so we knew that 
things had started to grow again and we could all disembark. So you see 
why I think sailing is important. And to think that Patrick Forbes has 
sailed the seas as well! He should certainly be an asset in the training. 
And Alec Stephenson, what better instructor could be?

 Do let me know when you plan to start. I shall be there. You can 
contact me c/o Angela Camp.

 Best wishes,
 NO R Flood

Growing interest in Sailing Club


