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A happy Easter to all

Village Outing 2015
Thursday July 23rd to Chislehurst Caves and Hall Place House, Bex-

ley, leaving the village 8:45am, leaving Hall Place at 4:30pm. Price approx 
£25, some discounts available. Please email me sylviamedia@gmail.com 
if you are interested and give me a deposit of £12 to cover the coach.
Sylvia Scales

Daffodils in Francis Road, Hinxworth - a picture by Rebecca Dawson 
taken as part of her work with Village Voice for her Duke of Edinburth 
Award. We look forward to many more of her photos.

March was a very busy month for Hinxworth Young People with 19 
children. This month featured paper den building. The children were given 
lots of newspapers and we asked them to build a cool den. Well done to 
the boys, they were obviously delighted with their achievements and won 
a cool torch. The girls hung out together and made Mother’s day cards.

chocolate fountain 
Next months’s HYP will be on Friday 17th April and it will be an Easter 
Extravanganza. HYP HOP Sweet Shop will have a chocolate fountain 
and the competition will be the malteser straw challenge. Our main 
activity will be Easter Egg Bowling.

curry and disco night makes £2104.92

Our fund raiser night on Friday March 20th was a huge success with 
96 people coming along to enjoy a selection of home made curries and 
then dance away to tunes played by DJ Les. We were absolutely delighted 
with the support that has been shown to our newly formed youth club. 
We raised £2104.92 on the night which was way beyond our expectations 
and we would like to thank everyone who helped 
make this a fantastic event, from helping to make 
the curries, donating raffle prizes, running the bar 
and generally having a good time!   

great ideas in mind
We have some great ideas that the children have 
given us as to how we will use this money and we 
will keep you informed on a regular basis about 
how we are doing.

Thank you all for your continued support.
Jayne Whitfield

Yvonne off to Buckingham Palace
To celebrate the centenary of the Women’s Institute, the Queen  has 

given permission for some 8,000 WI ladies from across the UK to take 
tea in the  grounds of her London home. The Duchess of Cornwall will 
be gracing the event with her presence. Our own, our very own Yvonne 
Tookey will be representing Hinxworth and Edworth WI after a draw 
to select our one representative was made by Caroline Smyth. “I’m 
thrilled to be going,” said Yvonne. “The occasion, June 2nd, warrants a 
new outfit and a hat,” she added.

St Nicholas appeal - nearly there!
We really are nearly there. Our lovely new building is almost complete 

at the time of going to press and we are now ready to start landscaping. 
The parishes have been extremely generous with about 50% of house-
holds to date having made donations towards the costs of the building 
for which the church’s committee is really grateful. But we still need 
more and this is your opportunity to contribute as we approach the 
final phase of construction. 

still time to give
Donations can be made direct to the Church’s bank account – code 30-
94-30 and account 01065282 with an email to me, alecstephenson@
btinternet.com letting me know that you have done so. Or alternatively 
send cheques payable to PCC of Hinxworth to me at Peele Patch, The 
Close, Hinxworth, SG7 5HS
Alec Stephenson, Churchwarden

Anthony Hughes 26 November 1955 – 18 March 2015
As we went to press we were saddened and shocked to learn of An-

thony’s death at home in Newnham. We send our sympathy to Fiona, 
William, Nicola and Miranda. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

HYP Den and Disco



Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on March 

5th 2015 in the Village Hall at 7pm.
Present   Mr D. Osmond, Chairman; Mr A. Cullen; Mr Paul Watler; 

Mr L. Whitfield; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Apologies:  Mr E. Sore.
The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 

5th February were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed by the 
Chairman. Proposed by David Osmond and seconded by Les Whitfield.

Matters not arising  elsewhere on the Agenda: See under other 
headings.

 Correspondence: See under other headings.
Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors present 

signed the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Les Whitfield 
and seconded by Andy Cullen.

Planning: Nothing to report.     
Highways: New Inn Road: Hertfordshire Highways were notified of 

the flooding before the S bend by the cottages (report no.201226777547) 
on February 6th. On their inspection the response was as follows:-Fault 
type: Road flooded, Location: New Inn Road,, Hinxworth. We have inspected 
this location and it is considered safe with no immediate hazard.  It is being 
included for consideration for further work in our future planned repairs. 
We are unable to provide a date at this time as this work will be assessed 
for funding against other highway projects across Hertfordshire. For more 
information on how we plan repairs visit http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/
transtreets/highways/timescales/newhighmainrd/  The road has continually 
flooded over the last month with no action being taken. Ashwell Road: 
there are now numerous potholes along the road. 

Village Hall: The Accounts:-The 2014 year end accounts have been 
received from Village Hall Management Committee. The Councillors 
agreed they require an analysis of the income from the “Hire of the Hall 
and Equipment” especially for those who are regular users of the Hall.   

Recreation Ground: Nothing to report.
The Tennis Court: Nothing to report.
The Allotments: Nothing to report.
Any Other Urgent Business: The Hinxworth Youth Group: Les 

Whitfield reported the HYP Management Team Jayne, Annie and Ka-
ren have been recognised by NHDC as providing a well organised and 
popular Youth Group.

Andy Cullen: As this was Andy’s last meeting the Chairman thanked 
him for his input during his tenure as Parish Councillor. He along with 
the Councillors wished him and his family well in their new life in Essex.

Date of the Annual General Meeting:  Thursday April 2nd 2015 at 
8.00pm in the Village Hall.

 The meeting closed at 7.45pm.
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

    
  
62nd Ashwell  Music Festival

7th May – 24th May 2015
On-line booking and concert details at

www.ashwellmusicfestival.org
Box office 30 Angell’s Meadow 01462 742500

Thursday 7th May 7.00pm
Young Musicians’ Concert & Compline

Friday 15th May 8.00pm at URC
Fawn - An Evening of Celtic Folk with a modern twist

Saturday 16th May 8.00pm
Re-Take That!

Sunday 17th May 7.30pm
Opera Meets West End - Emily and Katie Rowley Jones Entertain

Thursday 21st May 7.30pm
An Evening with Ben Goldscheider & Compline

Saturday 23rd May 8.00pm
Strictly - A band of former marines with Big Band/Jazz singer 

Marlene Hill
Sunday 24th May 6.30pm

Festal Evensong

Hinxworth has been chosen as the first community to trial food made 
from recycled newspapers. The process has been developed and patented 
by scientists at the Faculty of Nutrition and Waste at the University of 
Stevenage.

“We believe that processing waste paper into nutritious food is a first 
for the UK, and its development could make a significant contribution 
to the relief of hunger throughout the world,” said Professor Alex Tra-
neous, lead development scientist on the project. “This is particularly 
important since the farming community is being challenged to increase 
food production by 30 percent over the next five years,” 

trial tasting at the Three Horseshoes
There will be a tasting evening at The Three Horseshoes on Tuesday April 
28th  at 8pm. Licensee Margaret Platten welcomed the news. “I am de-
lighted we have been chosen to trial this exciting new foodstuff,” she said. 
“We are working hard to develop exciting dishes with which to tempt our 
customers. It makes a pleasant change from collecting newspapers from 
Ashwell. We understand that the basic foodstuff is highly nutritious and 
are wondering just how  it should be marketed. There is very little waste 
from the process. The scientists experienced some initial problems with 
the coloured inks used in newspapers, but they have all been ironed out. 
‘All the news that’s fit to eat’ could be the slogan,” she quipped.

Pub launches food breakthrough

Mum was born in 1929, the year of the 
Wall Street crash and the start of the Great 
Depression.She was born here in Newnham 
at 6 Council Cottages.Her Mum and Dad, 
Harold and Lillian settled in Newnham after 
meeting in the 1st World War.

Mum was the youngest of five children after 
John, Sheila, Arthur and Walter and in 1930 

Remembering Alice Leach

they moved two doors along to number 8. She went to the school in 
Newnham and along with Mary was responsible for planting a conker 
tree which loomed over the village green for over 50 years.

When she left school, now in Ashwell, at 15 she went to work for 
Mr and Mrs Hay who lived in the thatched cottage next to number 8. 
She worked for the Hays at their various houses for seven years initially 
looking after the younger children and then as the cook.

10 homes in five years
It was while she worked for them that she met Dad at Dartmeet in 
Devon, she was 17 and Dad was her first, and as it turns out, only proper 
boyfriend. They married in 1952, Veronica was born in 1953. After living 
in 10 places in five years they finally moved into Normans Close, Letch-
worth in 1957 and lived there ever since. Three years later I was born.

great cook, excellent seamstress
Mum was content to be a housewife and domestic goddess. She was a 
great cook and an excellent seamstress. Her home-making skills saved 
loads of money over the years. She made Veronica’s wedding and brides-
maids’ dresses and Sally’s bridesmaids’ dresses. She made Veronica and 
Alan’s three tier wedding cake but didn’t have the confidence to ice it so 
that job went to Uncle Bob. Because of that she went on a cake decorating 
course and when Sally and I were married she made the cake and iced it.
After her knitting needles stopped clicking due to arthritis out came the 
crochet then the embroidery and cross stitch. All sorts of pictures and 
soft toys appeared on a regular basis.

made it to 85
She passed her driving test aged 58 and became president of the Letch-
worth Women’s Institute. She was very proud of her grandchildren 
Emma, Neil and Amy and her great grandchildren Lillian, Eres, Gwyneth 
and Toby. She made it to 85 years a good total. 
Andrew Leach
This is an edited version of what Andrew said at his mother’s funeral 
in St Vincent, Newnham on February 27th.



April 7th VH Management meeting, Hinxworth Village Hall
April 10th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
April 18th Reverend Robert Evens installed as Rector, St Mary’s Church 4pm
April 20th copy date for May edition of Village Voice
April 25th St Nicholas tidy-up morning 10 am
May 7th - 24th Ashwell Music Festival - see page 2
May 10th Ashwell at Home 11am to 5 pm see above
June 20th VHMC Party in the Park 6pm - 11.30pm 

Dates for your diary

Ashwell at Home
Sunday 10th May 11am-5pm

Entertainment for all the family with open gardens, free children’s 
workshops, live music, veteran cycles, Morris dancing, cow milking, fun 
fair, lunches and teas and much more.   Entry by programme: £6 adults   
- under 18s free - available on the day at the event, or in advance from 
the website.  Free parking.  www.ashwellathome.org.uk

Please send all copy and pictures for May Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by April 20th. Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth as a service to the community and can be read 
at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

In March, we had a talk by  psychologist Christine Miskelly called   
‘Memories are made of this’. She asked members what was their earliest 
memory and how old were they and the average was three years of age. 
She told us what different parts of the brain did, and the way the brain 
can very often remember what are called flashbulb memories:  where one 
was when J F Kennedy was killed or when Diana, Princess of Wales, died 
or  when the Twin Towers fell in New York.

long years of stress disorder
She went on to add that Post  Traumatic Stress disorder is now recognized 
and treated, though it has been a problem for many years, She talked 
about eye witness  evidence — people can often think they are right but 
in fact they are often wrong. It was an interesting talk if a bit unusual. 

giving the committee a break
Next month’s meeting : Members Night, when the members give the 
committee a break and provide the speaker and take the meeting. It is on 
Thursday  April  9th 2015, 7.45 pm,  Village Hall, Hinxworth. New 
members welcome.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir 
returns to St Nicholas

Those who came to last year’s concert in St Nicholas’ church will be 
pleased to hear that the choir is coming again this year on Saturday July 
11th at 7.30 pm. For those who missed the concert last year this is an 
opportunity for you to enjoy an evening of fabulous singing, and even 
to join in a number of songs.

comfort and joy
Last year’s concert raised a substantial contribution to the St Nicholas Room 
building fund and this year we hope to exceed that. It will also be with some relief 
that the loo will be available for use this time around, adding to the comfort and 
enjoyment of the event. Tickets will be priced at £10 including a glass of wine 
and will be available from me nearer the time.
Do put this date into your diaries, cancel all holidays and tell any of your friends 
who are planning to be married on that day that they will have to find another date. 
Stuart Lillie

Trees to sue for exemplary damages 

These three Hinxworth trees are believed to be instructing solici-
tors after suffering extensive damage in an attack by person or persons 
unknown. “Trees have feelings too,” said a spokesman. “We’ll be seeing 
the culprits in court, once we have found them,” he added.

Farewell, Editor Annie
Three years ago, Annie Cullen bravely took on 

the editorship of Village Voice. Ah, I thought, that 
will be that, I can ease off. Now Annie and Andy 
and their children Tom and Georgie are moving 
to Essex. I asked Annie why. “We’ve lived here for 
seven years, and we are moving to be closer to my 
family. Mum was very poorly last year. We’re mov-
ing to a village outside Colchester. We’ve found the 
children a new school and they’ve had a taster day and enjoyed it. They 
are quite excited about the move and looking forward to being closer to 
their cousins who live in the same village and to my sisters, one of whom 
is being married this April.”

“We’re sad to be going, it’s a big decision, but if we were going to 
move this is the right time . Tom, nine, and Georgie, seven, can settle 
down in their new school until they are 13.”  I will miss the Cullens like 
crazy, but I wish them all well, despite taking on Village Voice again! 

Patrick Forbes

St Nicholas tidy-up morning Saturday April  25th 10 am



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 
Chris Brabrook

  Church Services
April 3rd  Good Friday12 pm lunch followed by words and music    

     at 1 pm St. Nicholas, Hinxworth. All welcome.
April 5th  10 am Easter Parish  Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
April 5th St Vincent Newnham 9.30 am Holy Communion
April 12th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
April 18th Induction of Robert Evens, 4 pm St Mary, Ashwell 
April 19th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
April 26th 10 am Parish Eucharist St George’s, Edworth    
                 9.30am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham      

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 
841212, Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

At the end of  February we had 
a visit from the Police  and Crime 
Commissioner,  David Lloyd.

He is the lead on the ‘Com-
munity drive safe’ scheme in 
Hertfordshire. Community drive 
safe is a scheme that is run by 
volunteers who monitor speed 
through locations. Speeding ve-

hicles are checked and letters are sent to the offending drivers. Police 
receive this information and target repeat offenders.  The Police Crime 
Commissioner visited Royston Rural Neighbourhood Team to conduct 
speed checks in Barley Village. 

The team gave advice not only to speeders but also about vehicles with 
deficiencies. The checks were well received within the village and we look 
forward to conducting more of these checks around all of the villages.

police launch new facebook site
A new facebook site dedicated to rural and horse related crime – enti-

tled ‘Herts Police Rural and Equine’ – is being launched by Hertfordshire 
Constabulary to help meet the needs of those living in rural communities, 
farmers, landowners, horse owners and equestrian businesses.

The new site has been developed from the already existing ‘Herts 
Police Equine’ facebook page which has 1854 people  who ‘like’ the site 
and receive regular updates from it.  Use the following link to visit the 
page and sign up: www.facebook.com/hertspoliceequine

D.C. Amanda explains
The site will continue to be managed by Detective Constable Amanda 
Matthews, who is part of the Rural Operational Support Team (ROST).  
She said: “Our facebook page proved to be a really successful way to 
engage with the equine community and we are delighted by the amount 
of people who have chosen to follow the site.  As we also post informa-
tion on the page about other rural issues and crimes, we have decided 
to develop the page further and make it relevant for all members of our 
rural communities in Hertfordshire.”

The site will provide information about police activity, recent rural 
and equine related crimes and crime prevention advice to help combat 
them.  It will also try to answer equine and rural crime-related queries 
and concerns.

keeping rural community informed
 Amanda added: “We do a great deal of work with the rural communities, 
but it can be challenging to communicate effectively with those who need 
to know what we are doing. We hope to to keep the rural and equine world 
fully informed of our activity as well as answering queries and sharing 
intelligence and relevant information.”

The site cannot be used to report crime or for advertising. In an 
emergency always use 999. For non-urgent matters and for advice and 
information, use the non-emergency number 101 to keep 999 lines free. 
The ROST also has its own dedicated Twitter account - @HertsPolRural 
- to keep people living and working in rural communities up to date 
with rural crime issues. 

dealing with travellers, hares, badgers
The ROST is a team of police officers specialising in dealing with crimes 
concerning rural and agricultural issues, wildlife, the local environment 
and the county’s heritage. The ROST also deals with traveller liaison is-
sues. They support local Safer Neighbourhood Teams and Intervention 
Officers investigate crimes from badger baiting, fly-tipping, hare cours-
ing, the theft of red diesel and nighthawking, to stolen plant equipment, 
criminal damage and the theft of metal from historical buildings.

Ashwell Cottage Garden
Coffee morning Saturday 

April 11th 10 am - 12 pm in 
the Church Room, Swan Street, 
Ashwell. Plants, cakes and a raffle. 
All welcome.

Rochelle Mortier, who lives in Hinxworth, created Mortier’s Fine 
Ceylon Tea, to bring classic single estate teas from Sri Lanka, to UK 
tea drinkers. Rochelle said, “Single estate teas give you the true flavour 
of natural tea – fresh unblended tea with flavour, character and aroma 
direct from the tea estate to cup." 

Mortier’s teas are now available to buy and to drink in the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth. Tins of 30 breakfast teabags are available as a 
special offer to our readers, priced £1.50.

Tea at the Three Horseshoes

Bosch BSGL3 bagged cylinder 
vacuum cleaner for sale.   Bought 
July last year.  Hardly used and still 
under guarantee. £50. Contact An-
nette on 01462 742015.

vacuum for sale

Soup Lunch
April Soup lunch will be on 

Friday 10th April 12.30 - 2pm.  
Hinxworth Village Hall.  All welcome 
for homemade soup and pudding.   

St George’s Day
Our annual St George’s Day 

service will be at 10 am on Sunday 
April 26th in St George’s Church, 
Edworth. This is an opportunity 
to explore and use this splendid 
redundant medieval church.

There will be no Sunday service 
at St Nicholas, Hinxworth that day.

Audio sale
Tangent 100 30 watt stereo 

amplifier £20, Cambridge Audio 
DAB tuner £20, pair scruffy MDR 
speakers £10. Any money raised 
will go to St Nicholas Church 
building fund. Patrick Forbes 
01462 742015.

Michael joins Voice
Village Voice is delighted to 

welcome Michael Baim to the huge 
editorial team. We expect a 200% 
increase in news from Edworth.


