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Grab your dancing shoes and join the new village hall committee 
for a Barn Dance on Friday 25th September at Hinxworth Village Hall.

If you have been to the dances before you will know the brilliant’ 
Ivel Valley band’ and Joan our caller. The tickets are £10 to include a hot 
dog, more will be available to buy.

We do have to put a limit on the number of tickets sold due to the 
space needed for dancing, so let us know if you want or are interested in 
tickets as they will go quickly. Tickets on sale now...please contact me on 
07890 212194 or h.donohoe@btopenworld.com or Debbie Hawthorn 
on 07446 357556 or debbiehawthorne@btconnect.com 
Helene Donohoe

Barn Dance tickets selling fast

Lisa Hall is to be the new Head of 
Ashwell School. I went to meet her at 
Therfield First School, a school assessed as 
outstanding by Ofsted.

”I have been Head here at Therfield for 
three years. Before that I was outreach co-
ordinator at Woolgrove Special School in 
Letchworth. I have worked in a variety of 
different schools, starting off in London. I 
moved to work in Letchworth 13 years ago.”

“Therfield First School has 44 children at 
the moment serving Therfield and Kelshall. 

Lisa is Ashwell’s new Head

We come under the Royston three tier system, with children from four to 
nine years old.” Ashwell will be quite different? “Yes, I’m looking forward 
to it, with children aged from three to 11. I am familiar with the school 
as   I have done some outreach work there when Cliff Jenkinson was 
Head. I’m really excited about coming to Ashwell and leading the school.”

two heads better than one
“I live in Henlow, not too far away. My husband is a head teacher as 
well, at Walkern Primary School.” When Lisa gets home at night, does 
she resolve not to talk about schools? “Actually, it really helps having a 
husband in the same role as a Head, understanding the challenges  and 
positive aspects of the work. We have two children, an 11 year old son 
and a 14 year old daughter. It works very well, we can coordinate dates 
around each other so that one of us is always available for the children.”

“English was my specialist subject and I specialised in Upper Key 
Stage Two. I trained at the University of the West of England in Bristol. 
There was plenty of variety within the four year course, inner city schools, 
teaching practice in Weston- super-Mare and Burnham on Sea. We used 
to go out to lots of village schools as well. I have been a qualified teacher 
for 20 years with a really varied experience.”

happy school - opportunities for all
“I enjoy being with the children, making a difference. Of all the jobs I’ve done 
I absolutely love being Head Teacher. With vision the school can be what you 
want it to be. For me, it’s about having a happy school. That’s the absolute 
key, that and every child having opportunities. With my special school back-
ground, inclusion is  key with every single child having those opportunities.”

“I enjoy socialising with a wide group of friends,  being out and about. 
I like reading and love art, going to museums, galleries and films. I love 
spending time with my family – they are very important to me. I am 
very much a community person, living in a village. During our 13 years 
in Henlow I’ve been a parish councillor, secretary of the Pre School. I 
have been a governor of the school and I used to work at the Sunday 
School for the Methodist Church while working full time and bringing 
up two children. I understand what it’s like to be part of a village and 
that’s really key when you’re leading a school.”

a fresh perspective
The essence of the school won’t change because that’s what attracted me. 
Ashwell is a very happy school with a very strong team within a strong 
community. But things are changing. We have a new curriculum to teach, 
the latest technology, making the best of the school environment.  What I 
bring is a fresh perspective, experience from working in different types of 
schools and settings, so I will bring new enthusiasms. I’m a people person 
and I’ll be moving the school forward while retaining the key values.”
Patrick Forbes

Visit the Oak Room

In June HYP went on a hike through the woods to Summer Barn 
Tea Room in Edworth. En route we all did a picture hunt quiz where 
everyone had to find certain clues in the woods from a quiz sheet. On 
arrival at Summer Barn we were greeted by Sue Cranston who had kindly 
offered to host the evening for us and welcomed us all with two mas-
sive chocolate cakes and lots of lemonade and coke. HYP would like to 
thank Sue for her generosity and support for HYP. It was a fab evening.

Great fun and games with HYP

In July we had another fab outdoors even-
ing with rounders and a BBQ on the rec. It was 
great to see all the children enjoying their village 
recreation ground. Imogen Bentley organized a 
great game of rounders and then the children all 
had a massive water fight with water guns and 
pistols followed by a yummy BBQ.

great HYPstars
HYP continues to go from strength to strength and it is great to see 
the children getting so much from it. They really are a great group of 
HYPstars! I would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone in 
the village for supporting our youth club.
Jayne Whitfield

Join us on Saturday or Sunday afternoons, August 1st and 2nd for tea and 
for a look round the new oak room in the grounds of St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth. The building, recently completed, will be formally opened on Satur-
day August 1st at 4 pm by the Reverend Robert Evens, but do come before then. 

no charge - a ‘thank you’ event
Free tea and cakes will be served, the Church and the room will be open 
from  3pm and we look forward to seeing all of you. This not a fund 
raising event, but rather more a thank-you for all your support.



  Note of a meeting of the Council held on Thursday 2nd July in the  
Village Hall. Present: Mr Whitfield Chairman, Mr  Lewis, Mr Osmond, 
Mrs  Kitchener, Clerk. Apologies: Mr  Cobb and Mr Sore.  Other Persons 
Present:  Mrs J. Woodward and Ms S. Gregg.                                       

1. The minutes of the meeting of 4th June were agreed by the Parish 
Councillors and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Russell Lewis and 
seconded by David Osmond.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda:The War Memo-
rial: Maintenance is required on the Memorial along with the clearing 
of vegetation on and surrounding the area. Various War Memorial Trusts 
are to be contacted for possible grants for the maintenance work. 

3. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed to 
the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Les Whitfield and 
seconded by David Osmond. The revised Barclays bank mandate, due to 
the change in Councillor signatories, is now in place. The Parish Council 
is now registered under the staging of employee pension legislation.

4. Planning: Land at the Rear of the Cottages, High Street , 
Hinxworth. Planning Application 15/01625/1. The Councillors unani-
mously agreed to object to the application on the following grounds: The 
objection is taken from the National Planning Policy Framework 2012 
paragraph 14. Additionally it is out of context with the current dwellings 
in this North Hertfordshire Rural Village. Likewise its unsustainable loca-
tion to neighbours regarding the impact of design and close proximity to 
the dwellings no’s 5 to 7 Homefield and the Cottages in the High Street. 

5. Village Hall: Car Park Lighting: The work has been completed.
6. Recreation Ground: Hinxworth Archers: The Parish Council 

has received a letter from a Hinxworth resident detailing their concerns 
regarding access to the recreation ground when in use by the Hinxworth 
Archers. With this in mind the Councillors have reviewed the situation.

At the setup of the Archery club in 1998 there was an informal agree-
ment for the club to have use of the recreation ground. With legislation 
having moved on it is felt the arrangement should be put on a more formal 
footing. Therefore the proposal is as follows: 1. A Hire Agreement be put 
in place in consultation with both parties. 2. This agreement to set out 
the cost of the Archers hiring of the Recreation Ground. 3. The Health 
and Safety of the site when used by the Archers to be reviewed. David 
Osmond agreed to take this proposal back to the Archery Committee for 
their consideration. The Parish Council expect the proposal to be finally 
in place by April 2016 if acceptable by the Archery Club. The Chairman 
will respond to the concerns of the Hinxworth resident. A further update 
on the situation will be made at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

7.  The Allotments: Jan Woodward and Sue Gregg attended for this 
item. Their concern is the Parish Council’s decision to agree to the increase 
of the annual rental for the plots to £40.00 for a single plot and £25.00 for 
a half plot. An amiable discussion took place with the Parish Councillors 
providing details of the other allotment charge/policies/sizes in the area. 
The size of the allotments may be an issue.The Chairman suggested the 
allotments are checked for their size, but it has to be remembered the al-
lotmenteers set out the plots in the first instance. The size to be measured 
by the allotmenteers should comply with that detailed in the licence. 

8. Any Other Urgent Business: Website. There has been no response 
to the Parish Councillors’ request for a Hinxworth resident to build and 
maintain the site for the Parish Council. Superfast Broadband: The Parish 
Council has been in correspondence with Sir Oliver Heald. To date his 
response is this is not likely to happen for Hinxworth in the foreseeable 
future. He can only advise the Councillors keep in contact with Edmund 
Wellington of Connected Counties for an update on progress. Subse-
quently the Villagers were asked via the Village Voice for their broadband 
speeds. To date 30% are well below the 2mbps Connected Counties have 
agreed to deliver to Hinxworth by December 2015.

Janine Paterson Arbury District Councillor: Will attend the next 
Parish Council meeting on September 3rd.  

9. Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday September 3rd 2015 at 
7.00pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.25pm.

    
  

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk,  Hinxworth Parish Council  

August 1st and 2nd, opening of St Nicholas Oak Room and teas from 3 pm
August 14th Soup lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
August 31st Ashwell Show
September 10th WI meeting  Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
September 20th WI Champagne Tea, details to follow
September 25th Barn Dance at Hinxworth Village Hall
November 28th Christmas Bazaar 2pm - 4pm Hinxworth Village Hall
December 4th Village Christmas Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
December 2015 – Village Christmas Party
September 3rd 2016 - The Big Event

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
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Adrenalin Tour to thrill Ashwell Show

Taking place on its usual August Bank Holiday Monday spot, Monday 
August 31st, the Ashwell Show is sure to be a crowd-pleaser this year, with 
something for everyone, whatever their age or interests.  New for 2015, 
this year’s headliner is The Adrenalin Tour – one of the UK’s leading quad 
bike and motorbike stunt display teams – with an action packed show 
that’s sure to be a hit with spectators young and old. 

The stunt team will appear alongside the 
show’s other usual attractions, including: horse 
events, dog agility display and dog competi-
tions, the hunt display, birds of prey display, 
chainsaw carver, vintage cars, tractors, go karts, 
and much more.  This year’s show’s horse events 
include qualifiers for EQUIFEST, P(UK), and 
BSPA, so there’s sure to be great entertainment 
for spectators. 

Punch, Judy, messy play
 For families there’s hours of fun for the kids 
with children’s entertainers, a Punch & Judy 
Show, a free messy play tent, and the chance to 
see a range of animals including getting up close 
and personal with reptiles!  And once visitors 
have taken in all of the entertainment, there 
will be plenty of food and drink stands, and 
shopping opportunities to explore.

under 5s in for free
The Ashwell Show 2015 takes place on Monday August 31st.  Gates 
open 8.30am to 5pm, with main ring attractions start from 12 noon, and 
horse events from 9am.  Tickets cost £8 for adults, £4 for concessions 
and children aged 5-15, with under 5s getting in for free.  Advance 
purchase tickets are available at a 20% discount from the website.  For 
more information go to www.ashwellshow.co.uk.

The Ashwell Show relies on your support, so please do attend if you 
can make it on the day, and remember profits from the show are given 
to the local clubs, societies and organisations that we all enjoy in Ashwell 
and its surrounding villages.
Claire Grimmer



 Don’t miss copy deadline

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Please send all copy and pictures for September Village 
Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. 
E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.com by August 20th. 
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Saving Asian elephants
Last month I wrote an article to explain how I had become a Trustee 

of the Charity Elephant Family. I wanted to explain what the charity was 
doing to protect the Asian Elephant.  The Charity was started in 2002 
by Mark Shand, following his epic journey across India with his rescued 
elephant Tara. His adventures are 
beautifully described in his book 
Travels on My Elephant – the book 
club should read it! 

20 Asian projects
Elephant Family’s vision is a world 
where wild Asian elephants thrive 
in their natural habitat and coex-
ist in harmony with humans. 
Working with local people and 
partner organisations, Elephant 
Family currently funds 20 projects across Asia. Projects include protect-
ing habitat, connecting forests and creating safe passage for elephants, 
investigating the illegal wildlife trade and calling for enforcement and 
prosecution, supporting innovative methods to help people prevent 
conflict with elephants, and providing education, training and research.

how to help the elephant
They say ‘if you save the elephant you save the forest and you save the 
wildlife’.  That sounds good to me.  Jan and I support lots of worthwhile 
causes as I am sure a lot of you do too. There are many needs in this 
world,  but this really touched me and I want to do something to help. 
If you feel you can too, please go to my just giving page www.just giving.
com/elaine-olson-williams. Thank you. 
Elaine Olson-Williams

On a lovely evening on the second Thursday in July the WI met in 
the garden of Hinxworth House, by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Grimmer. After a welcoming glass of wine from our hosts we 
set off and wandered around one of the most beautiful and extensive 
gardens in the village. It boasts a very large pond with a large fountain 
and many unusual ducks and geese. There are summer houses and herba-
ceous borders to admire, not to mention statuary and other small ponds 
complete with lily pads.  In secluded places were garden chairs where 
one  could rest and contemplate this beautiful garden. We then partook 
of strawberries and cream and the evening finished with a garden quiz 
devised by Yvonne Tookey and won by Clare Hay.

There is no meeting in August, so the next meeting will be on Thurs-
day September 10th at 7.45pm in The Village Hall, Hinxworth when the 
speaker will be Paula Priestly on The Sue Ryder and St. John’s Hospice.
Carol Cheney

picture by Jerry Keep

WGC Male Voice Choir at St Nicholas

Some 40 villagers enjoyed a second concert by the Welwyn Garden 
Male Voice Choir on July 11th. The choir, in its 80th anniversary year, 
performed a varied programme of songs,  with some beautiful solos by 
soprano Lucy Black. 

happy to return and sing
The evening raised £315 for church funds, and the new toilet was both 
used and much appreciated. Hugh Smith of the choir said, “We all en-
joyed our evening tremendously as well, and would be happy to come 
back and sing at your lovely church again.”

Thanks to all who helped to organise the evening.

Newnham Parish Lunch raises £1771

Heavy rain failed to dampen spirits for around 110 villagers and friends 
at the  Newnham Parish Lunch Party which was speedily  re-located from 
Newnham Hall Cottage to a drying shed on Sunday July 26th.

As usual the meal was delicious. Rector Robert Evens wrestled with 
a bewildering range of raffle tickets of different colours and security 
numbers and an amazing range of prizes.

Congratulations to Fiona Hughes and her band of helpers for or-
ganising this event which made £1771, some £200 more than the last 
event two years ago.

After the grass skirted men of Hinxworth caused great upset last 
year by winning the inaugural inter-village cricket match, we have been 
challenged to a return match.

 The newly named ‘Hinxwell’ trophy has had pride of place in The 
Three Horse Shoes but will be stolen by the marauding ‘Ashwell Gents’ 
over the forthcoming weeks.

fancy dress, merriment - even playing
 Your village needs your support either as a spectator, umpire, scorer or, 
heaven forbid, a player to return it to its rightful place. Food, beer, fancy 
dress, merriment and some cricket. September 12th, Ashwell Recreation 
Ground - Please call Arran Heal on 07834 215187 or email arranheal@
googlemail.com to get involved.

Cricketers - your village needs you



WI Centenary
If you live in Hinxworth or 

Edworth remember to keep Sun-
day September 20th afternoon 
free. You are invited to join the WI 
for a celebratory champagne tea.

thank you
Full details of the event will 

be published in September Vil-
lage Voice. It will be a “thank 
you” for village support of the 
WI in its first 78 years.
Viv Hughes

with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

August 2nd  10.15 am Family service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  
August 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 16th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
August 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth    
                    9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 
August 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101 or 112 from a mobile.

Soup Lunch
August Soup lunch will be on 

Friday 14th August 12.30 - 2pm.  
Hinxworth Village Hall.  All welcome.

On the beat
Tractor Theft - Sandon

Police investigating the theft of a tractor from 
Sandon, near Buntingford, have released an im-
age of it in a bid to trace it and those responsible 
for the crime.

The red Case MXM 
155 tractor was taken 
from a barn at Hyde 
Hall Farm between 
7pm on June 23 and 
7am on June 24.

PC Michael Hardi-
man from the Royston 
Rural Safer Neighbour-
hood Team said: “I am appealing for anyone who thinks they may have 
seen the tractor to contact us. I would also like to hear from anyone who 
may have witnessed any suspicious activity in the area between the times 
stated. Any information, no matter how seemingly insignificant, could 
prove very useful to the investigation.

can you help?
Anyone with information about the theft is asked to contact PC Hardi-
man via the Hertfordshire Constabulary non-emergency number 101, 
quoting crime reference G3/15/286. Alternatively, contact Crimestop-
pers, the independent charity, anonymously on 0800 555 111.

helping children to cycle safely
Since mid-May Royston Safer Neighbourhood Team has been giving 

children from schools in the villages surrounding the town Bikeability 
lessons.  Bikeability is the updated cycling proficiency training for the 
next generation and has been designed to give children the confidence 
and skills to ride their bikes outdoors and on the roads safely through 
a series of courses.

Children from years four to five 
from schools in Ashwell, Therfield, 
Barkway and Sandon have under-
taken the Bikeability Level 1 course 
with Police Community Support 
Officer Chris Brabrook.  On Tues-
day, June 16th PCSO Brabrook 
ran a course with four pupils from 
Barkway First School.

an introductory course
Level 1 is a basic playground based course that teaches children cycling 

skills and how to stay safe whilst out using their bikes.  Level 1 does not 
mean that children are safe to cycle on the road, but is an introductory 
course that trains them in basic bike maintenance, the Highway Code, 
the correct use of brakes and gears, one-armed signals and bike controls.

PCSO Brabrook said: “We all remember what it was like when we 
first started getting out and about more on our bikes as children.  It’s a 
rite of passage and an exciting time for youngsters and I’m really pleased 
to be able to help teach them to use their bikes safely.”

aware of skills to keep them safe
“Although the children are too young to be riding their bikes on the road 
by themselves, it’s still important that they are aware of skills to keep 
them safe on their bikes when they are playing out or visiting friends.  All 
of the children who have taken part seemed to really enjoy the lessons.”
 Assistant Head, Mrs Sharon Brown, said “I think it’s marvellous that 
the police can provide cycling safety lessons for the year four children as 
they take road safety very seriously.”

Nine-year-old Reese Grimes, who took part in the course, said: “It was 
very interesting. I liked checking the bike for safety. I also liked when we 
had to look behind to see if it was safe.” For further information about 
Bikeability visit www.bikeability.org.uk

Following a number of recent 
vehicle thefts where the keys have 
been stolen from homes, police are 
issuing advice to residents to help 
them secure their vehicles.

The vehicles were stolen after 
thieves managed to steal keys 
placed close to letter boxes or 
insecure windows and doors, ena-
bling them to drive the vehicles 
away without having to break 
into them. We  are warning driv-
ers to keep keys secure and not 
to place them close to doors or 
windows where they could be seen 
by thieves.

More information on vehicle 
security is available at www.herts.
police.uk/advice/crime_preven-
tion-1.aspx.
Herts. Police

1) Please allow very generous 
leeway when passing cyclists. It 
takes plenty of concentration to 
negotiate the lunar terrain that 
masquerades as road surfacing 
locally without the distraction of 
people passing at motorway speed, 
close enough to brush against my 
panniers, twice recently.

...and no tailgating
2) Please do not dawdle for ages 

a couple of yards behind cyclists 
before overtaking. Should they 
meet ‘Gaping Gill’, ‘Roaring Meg’ 
or indeed the ‘Newton Crater’, 
they will be straight under your 
wheels before your foot hits the 
brake pedal!
Dylan Mills

Keep cars safe

...and cyclists too

Village Hall Committee 
Christmas Bazaar
Father Christmas already has 

it in his diary for Saturday 28th 
November 2015

For tables and more details please 
contact Jan on 01462 742258.

Caldecote Quilter

Caldecote Church drew many 
visitors to a Quire and Quilt event 
arranged by Caldecote Church 
Friends. There was an exhibition 
by Icknield  Quilters in the church. 
A bric a brac stall and a refresh-
ment area were enlivened by music 
from Chiltern West Gallery Quire 
on the lawn.  £500 was raised for 
the church’s restoration fund.

Heritage open day at the 
church is on Sunday September 
13th from 12 pm until 5 pm.


