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Village Quiz
This Saturday 31st January, 7:30pm.  Teams of up to six.  Tickets £7.50 
per person.  Sandwiches and nibbles provided - bring your own drink.  
Tickets available from Victoria Scales, 12 Francis Road or Jan Raynham, 
Ogles, High Street, Hinxworth or on the door. 

Hinxworth Young People (HYP) invite you to

 A Curry Night & Disco
Friday 20th March  8pm – 11.30pm

Hinxworth Village Hall.  Tickets £15, to include curry, a drink and 
disco by DJ Les.  For tickets please call Annie 07561 103848 Jayne 07974 
572938 or Karen 07967 613255.  All proceeds to go to the popular new 
youth club in Hinxworth - HYP, but this event is just for the adults!  Buy 
soon - tickets selling fast!

St Nicholas Room Update
Ashwell post office is to close at the end of February and the shop on 

March 1st. I went to see Maureen Coston to ask why.

“We’ve spent the last three years trying 
to get the post office  moved in somewhere 
else, nobody wants to take it on. We can’t 
sell the business because the Post Office has 
changed my contract which means that the 
pay would be less than half what I get. The 
shop turnover is down so the business isn’t 
profitable enough for us to be able to sell 
it, so that’s why it’s got to close. We want 
to retire and we can’t move it on.”

“I’m sad we can’t do what we wanted to 
do which was to move it in somewhere else - we would have liked it to 
continue. But we’re ready to retire, we’ve done our bit, we have served the 
community for nearly 19 years and we’re tired and we want to retire now.”

absolute hell of balancing
Where will you retire? “This is our building so we will be here.” So we’re 
not losing you? “No we shall be here.” Great news, I said.   “I’ve very 
much enjoyed the customers. I’ve really enjoyed the work because it has 
been so varied. You’re always going from one thing to another.But work-
ing with the Post Office has not been fun. So I won’t miss that aspect. 
The balancing is quite stressful. We balance once a month, either a four 
or five week period. It used to be every week. When I started we did it 
manually. We had great big sheets of paper, great big columns of figures, 
hours and hours and hours. Then we moved on to the computer. That 
was absolute hell because we had to go through a set process, and through 
each stage of this process it had to gather figures and that used to take 
20 minutes each time. Then they changed the software and improved it 
and it only takes about 20 minutes now. But once you hit that button it 
gives you a figure showing whether you are short or over. If you are short 
you have to pay that in out of your own pocket so it’s quite a stressful 
thing to see.” Some people have come to grief over it? I asked. “They 
have, they’ve been sent to jail, they’ve lost their business, their home, 
their family. The computer will say that I’m a certain amount short and 
I will say that’s impossible but there’s nothing I can do, I have just got 
to pay it in. It’s absolutely crazy.” 

Ashwell becomes a desert?
What about the shop? “It will convert back into a house as it used to 
be. We’re not the only ones who are struggling. None of our businesses 
has been doing very well. If people don’t start using them, they’re going 
to lose the others as well.” Ashwell will become a bit of a desert? “Yes.” 

holidays beckon
I bet Rob isn’t going to miss the daily papers. “He is not going to miss 
the 5.15 am start, a very early start seven days a week. Dealing with the 
newspaper people is very very stressful. It’s been good doing the papers 
and having the shop and everything but we’re older now, we’re tired.” I 
know the feeling, I said. “We haven’t had a holiday for two and a half 
years. When we did go away I used to organise it eight months in advance 
to try and get everything tied together, get cover for me, cover in the 
shop, a lot of coordination. We’re going to enjoy having a bit of freedom.”
“We have appreciated  people who have used us all these years, that 
they’ve come in, used the business and kept it going for the community 
and we’re sad that it’s not going to continue. We thank them for that.”

Patrick Forbes

Farewell, Ashwell Post Office

As we went to press, the total raised by our appeal reached £11,000, 
leaving some £14,000 to find to complete the project. We are immensely 
grateful to all who have contributed so far and feel certain that the balance 
will be raised before too long. Our thanks go to our two appeal repre-
sentatives Eric Sore and Barry Huber who have been calling on villagers.

Our picture shows the building ready to be roofed. We understand 
that the windows and doors are ready to be fitted. Once the building 
is weather and water tight, work will begin on fitting out the interior.

Please bear with us while the work continues. We hope it will not be 
too long before the grounds return to a tidy and grassed state.We are very 
keen to find a contractor who will quote for the churchyard grass cutting.

New Editor sought for Village Voice
It is with enormous sadness that I learned that Annie and Andy Cul-

len and their family are moving from Hinxworth to Essex at the end 
of March. Annie took over from me as editor in June 2012, leaving me 
to take more of a back seat. If you would like to volunteer to work for 
Village Voice, I’d love to hear from you. My phone number is 01462 
742015, my email address is patrickforbes@waitrose.com.

Meanwhile, welcome to Rebecca Dawson who will be working at Vil-
lage Voice as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme programme. 
Patrick Forbes



Please send all copy and pictures for March Village Voice to Annie 
Cullen, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to vil-
lagevoice3@gmail.com by February 20th. Village Voice can be read 
at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Deborah Bone MBE died on 
December 30th. Some 140 people 
came to her funeral at St Nicholas 
Church on January 16th. This is an 
edited version of what her daughter 
Pollyanna said.

Mum was born in Sheffield in 
1963, where she and her younger 
sister, thoughtful and loyal Kate, 
spent their first few years. When she 
was only six, she and Kate moved 
to the big city of London with her 
mother Jill to live with their grand-
mother, Jana.

 In 1974, they moved to Letch-
worth along with her loving father 
Mike, and the family was soon 

(continued from columns 1 & 2)

touched so many people
Deborah loved life and lived each day to its fullest. Despite her Myeloma, 
she didn’t give up  her work, she used her iPad mini to keep a blog to 
document her journey, as positively as possible, in her aim to improve 
the mental health of other myeloma sufferers. Deborah has left a legacy 
in Step 2, and I see so many colleagues who will be carrying her work 
forward. she has touched so many people. I also will endeavour to live the 
rest of my life, proudly following in her footsteps in the health service, 
passionately working hard to be the best person I can be in honour of 
her memory. Deborah, thank you for being my best friend, providing 
me unconditional love and support. I love you, may you forever live on 

Deborah Bone

joined by a new addition, my Uncle Toby.  Mum expressed her creativity 
from an early age, with a fantastic and often daring dress sense - she 
visited Granny in hospital in a hot pink wig, bright purple metallic jump 
suit and matching boots - in which of course she looked fabulous.

very creative
From the age of 16, she was passionate about mental health and started 
to volunteer at Fairfield Hospital. She was very creative and worked 
hard to turn the setting into somewhere fun to be, putting patients in a 
circle instead of lines and covering walls with their art work. When she 
organised an Easter Bonnet competition she ensured that the patient 
who never had any visitors won the competition

always there for us
Mum left Fairfield in 1986, to look after my sister and me. She made 
everything fun for us with treasure hunts, fairground rides in the gardens, 
gymkhanas and of course home-made themed cakes to match. She was 
always been there for us, inspiring us with her fun nature and encourag-
ing us in everything we did.

step 2 and the brain box
She returned to nursing when we were at primary school as a mental 
health advisor for young people, which also helped her in raising us. 
Being a creative, big picture problem solver, Mum soon saw a gap in 
service provision and founded Step 2, developed the brain box and 
co-wrote “Sticking plasters for children’s souls”.  She focused on giving 
health visitors, teachers and school nurses the skills to support children 
and their families with mental health problems. She wouldn’t take no for 
answer when it came to the service, often asking for advice and deciding 
to ignore both this and the official guidelines. Her vision, rule breaking 
and passion led her to be very successful and she was even invited to 10 
Downing Street to discuss her work with the prime minister and later 
awarded an MBE for her contributions.

an ideal home in Hinxworth
She also made sure she had fun. With her soul mate Colin there beside 
her, she enjoyed trips away in the camper van, taking a prize £10,000 
holiday to Gstaad Palace and creating many art projects. She also worked 
hard memorialising her grandfather’s sacrifice during the war by sharing 
his stories online. She was truly happy and settled in Hinxworth in her 
ideal home, Place Farm, with Colin,  having tea in the garden with the 
family and the dog, Frodo, or sitting by the wood burning stove catching 
up with the soaps or the latest episode of X factor. She especially enjoyed 
her friends coming to celebrate her 50 amazing years last summer, with 
a special guest performance of her song, Disco 2000.

however ill, brought out the best
She became a grandmother to Elliot, a visit from whom would always 
bring out the best in her, however ill she was. Only a month ago, she 
was decorating cakes for his third birthday.(continued cols 3 and 4)

George Leach
George Leach died in the Lister Hos-

pital on December 28th, aged 88, and 
was buried in St Vincent’s churchyard, 
Newnham on January 22nd. This is an 
edited version of the eulogy given by his 
son Andrew.

 Dad was born in 1926, just six weeks 
after Princess Elizabeth. His Dad was a 
retired naval officer and his Mum was a 
former office manager. He grew up in 

Bere Ferrers, Devon,  a village not much bigger than Newnham except 
it had a train station and a pub.

met mum in 1947 
When 16 he signed up for an apprenticeship. Aged 18 in 1944 he didn’t 
go to war as he was doing vital war work in Plymouth Naval Docks.  He 
met Mum in 1947. He was 20, she was 17. They’ve been together ever 
since. They married  in 1952, and Veronica was born 11 months later. 
They moved to Singapore where Dad served in the RAF, probably the 
best time they ever had. It sounded more like an 18-30s holiday.

 lost right eye and broke two feet
They moved into Norman’s Close, Letchworth in 1957 and I came along 
in 1960. Dad worked for two of the biggest employers in Letchworth 
ICT later ICL, and Shelvoke and Drewry. While at Shelvokes he lost his 
right eye when a blood-vessel burst. He suffered two broken feet in 1976 
and had a triple heart by-pass in 1989.

successful mission accomplished
 He loved smoking big fat roll-ups. When that particular pleasure was cut 
off he moved on to the more acceptable pastime in my opinion, drink-
ing whisky. No occasion was too small to bring out a bottle of Scotch, 
even after a trip to Lidl, a successful mission rewarded with a wee dram.

 He enjoyed magic tricks, his cine camera, a camcorder, home-made 
wine, collecting stamps, tormenting younger family members, watching 
wrestling on World of Sport on a Saturday afternoon when I wanted to 
watch the teleprinter on BBC1, and the colour sky blue pink.

a good innings
We weren’t particularly well off  But Mum and Dad always made sure 
Veronica and I were well provided for. Dad could be awkward, he had 
a quick temper but was never a nasty or vindictive person. He was 
very proud of his grandchildren Emma, Neil and Amy and of his great 
grandchildren Lilian, Eres, Gwyneth and Toby. He made it to 88, a good 
innings I would be happy with. I hope he’s sitting in the great whisky 
shop in the sky with most expensive bottle of  single malt he can find.



January 31st Village Quiz Hinxworth Village Hall, 7.30pm
February 10th VH management meeting, Ogles, High Street
February 13th SoupLunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
February 14th Summer Barns Tea Room opens 11.30am
February 20th HYP Hinxworth Village Hall 7-9pm
March 7th Kasiisi Porridge Project Concert, 3pm see page 1
March 11th VH Management meeting, 5, The Barns, Edworth
March 20th HYP Curry Night, Hinxworth Village Hall, 8pm see page 1
April 7th VH Management meeting, Hinxworth Village Hall
June 20th VHMC Party in the Park 6pm - 11.30pm 
November 29th Christmas Bazaar 2pm - 4pm
December 2015 – Village Christmas Party

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on Thursday 

1st January 2015 in the village hall at 7pm. 
Present: Mr D. Osmond, Chairman, Mr E. Sore, Mr Paul Watler,  

Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.  Apologies: Mr A. Cullen
The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 6th 

November and the notes of the meeting of 4th  December were agreed 
by the Parish Councillors and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed by 
David Osmond and seconded by Eric Sore.

Finance: Current Parish Council Funds:- The Councillors present 
agreed the expenditure for December and the current month. Proposed 
by David Osmond and seconded by Eric Sore.

Highways: New Inn Road and Ashwell Road:- Hertfordshire High-
ways work on the overhanging vegetation and verges is still outstanding. 
Tony Hunter was emailed again last month but he has yet to respond 
as to when the work will be completed.  Road gritting during the bad 
weather:- During the recent period of cold weather the road between 
the end of Hinxworth High Street and the junction at the Dunton Road 
has not been gritted.

Village Hall: The Accounts:- The latest accounts from the Village 
Hall Management Committee have yet to be sent to the Councillors.   
The Damp Problem:- This is under review by the VHMC and the Parish 
Councillors require an update. 

Recreation Ground: Overgrown Hedging: David Granger is still 
unable to commence the cutting back of the hedges on the Recreation 
Ground as his machinery will churn up the ground due to the wet 
weather.  The Play Area Inspection: All items reported as low risk or very 
low risk. The Parish Councillors will continue to monitor the area.The 
dog bin and the litter bin on the Recreation Ground:- It appears these 
bins are not being emptied on a regular basis.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday February 5th 2015 at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

Barbara Robbins
1935 – 2015

of Caldecote, passed peacefully away on January 13th in the Lister 
Hospital, surrounded by her loving family. R.I.P. The family thank all 
for their condolences.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI Meeting   
Thursday 15th January 2015

Jan Raynham from here in Hinxworth was our speaker at the WI 
meeting.  Jan has dabbled in pottery for 30 years, and has made many 
attractive objects, not on a wheel as many potters do, but free hand, 
anything from houses and churches to various wildlife.

Last evening she came along to show us how to make pottery poppies, 
like the ones at The Tower.

from ball of clay to poppy
Firstly we were given a small portion of clay, and Jan demonstrated how 
to make the poppies using the various items we had brought from home 
- newspaper, a cloth, sharp knife and last but not least a rolling pin. We 
rolled the clay to a certain thickness, then cut freehand five poppy shaped 
leaves.  These we carefully joined to a small ball of clay overlapping as 
we went around the ball, shaping as we went.  Then another small ball 
of clay was placed on the back of the poppy and a hole put in the ball 
for a stem to be stuck eventually.  This will be done after the firing.  
Everybody’s poppy was different but they were all very attractive.  Jan 
has taken them home to be put in the kiln, and later we will have them 
back to keep as a memory of a very enjoyable evening.

Next Meeting:  The Birthday Party, Thursday February 12th 2015, 
The Village Hall, Hinxworth, at 7.30 pm,  all members welcome with 
partners, there will be a selection of nibbles available. If you have not 
put your name on the list, please let Heather know, so nibbles can be 
made accordingly.

The speaker will be Keith Baldwin who will amuse us.
Carol Cheney

Ashwell Stage School Holiday Schools
SING! ACT! DANCE!

All abilities welcome! Great for children aged 4-13! Age groups: 4-8 
and 9-13.  Easter Workshop Theme: DRAGON TRAINING.  Wednes-
day 15th - Friday 17th April, 9.30am-3pm everyday.  Early Bird Price 
£89  (£105 after 1st March)

Summer School Theme: THE GREAT WILD WEST Monday 
27th - Friday 31st July 9.30am-3pm everyday Early Bird Price £139 
(£155 after 1st June)

Contact Alex: 07903 058 568 / ashwellstageschool@gmail.com

Soup Lunch
February Soup lunch will be on Friday 13th February 12 - 2.30pm.  

Hinxworth Village Hall.  All welcome for home-made soup and pudding.   

Hinxworth Young People news
January’s HYP was very busy with lots going on. We had a DJ master-

class with DJ Simione showing all the children how to use digital mixing 
desks then he let each have of the children have a go individually. Simione 
spotted some budding DJs - well done to them all and especially Jo who 
won the overall prize of a pair of cool DJ headphones. Look out for Jo 
in future years, he clearly has a talent!

There was lots of other stuff going on too, pool, table tennis, craft, 
nail painting and a few interesting games of Twister!  The young people 
made their own pizzas and had loads of great snacks from the newly 
named snack bar - the Hyp Hop Sweet Shop!

If you are aged between 7 & 16 and would like to come along to HYP, 
the next one is Friday 20th February 7-9pm, where we will be having a 
movie night.  Please get in touch with Jayne on 07974 572938 for more 
information or just come along on the day.  £2 per session.

Kasiisi Porridge Project Concert
Come and celebrate our 10th AN-

NIVERSARY in a unique charity concert 
on Saturday 7th March 2015 at 3pm.  
Howgills Friends’ Meeting House 42 
South View, Letchworth, SG6 3JJ.  Ticket 
£14  including refreshments.  

Brahms, Bridge, Bowen
Who will be performing? Marianne Andersen – mezzo soprano Simon 

Marlow – piano Clare Fox - viola
Tickets from Kate and Alan Briggs 01767 631211 or: porridgepro-

ject@btinternet.com.  

Who will benefit?
We fund lunch for 1500 Primary School children in Western Uganda. 

We also support a School Farm for future sustainability.For more details 
about the project, look up www.kasiisiporridge.org         



  Church Services
February 1st 10.15am Family service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
February 8th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 15th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
February 22nd 9.15am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
               9.30am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham

On the beat

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 
841212, Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

with PCSO 6522 
Chris Brabrook

Hinxworth and Edworth 
Alternative Christmas Card

Very many thanks to everyone in the 50+ households who contrib-
uted so generously to the 2014 Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in 
Hinxworth and Edworth.  

On your behalf I was able to send £575 to Sightsavers before Christ-
mas and to deliver almost £685 to the children’s hospice at Keech Cottage 
in Streatley in early January.  As so many of you were kind enough to 
give through Gift Aid, the two charities between them will be able to 
claim back from the tax authorities a further £240.  Furthermore, the 
Government had undertaken to match all contributions received by 
Sightsavers before the end of the year, doubling the value of our gift to 
them of £1,150.  All this means that contributions from Hinxworth and 
Edworth were worth over £2,000 in total. 

Once again, our sincere thanks are due to Marianne Osmond for clev-
erly arranging the layout of the card; to Richard Floyd for so generously 
printing it, and last, though not least, to those who so kindly delivered 
it with Village Voice to every household in Hinxworth and Edworth in 
the busy pre-Christmas period.
Janet Fair

Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire 
hospitals under great pressure

Emergency health services across Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire 
are experiencing major pressures this week.  Accident and Emergency 
departments are being stretched by the number of patients arriving at 
their doors, as is the ambulance service.    

hard hitting message
The situation is so serious that health bosses and the most senior doctors 
from Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire have united to deliver a hard-hitting 
message to the public: 

Dr Hari Pathmanathan, chair of East and North Hertfordshire Clini-
cal Commissioning Group (CCG) said:  “The Accident and Emergency 
departments at our hospitals only have the capacity to treat people who 
have serious, life-threatening or dangerous conditions.  Ambulances 
should only be called in genuine emergencies.  If you use emergency 
services incorrectly you are risking the lives of others and won’t get the 
best treatment for your illness.    

you may be sent away from A&E   
“If you come to A&E in Hertfordshire or Bedfordshire with a minor 
health complaint, your care will not be a priority and you may be sent 
away to visit a GP or pharmacist.  If you call 999 for an ambulance and 
your life is not at risk, you may be endangering the life of another person 
in desperate need of emergency care.

“More than 300 patients arrived at the Lister hospital’s A&E depart-
ment yesterday, including a man who was looking for advice about a rash 
he had had for several months and a child brought in for a check-up who 
had been feeling sick but had since recovered.  Accident and Emergency 
was not the right place for them. 

“Do not attend our hospitals with common winter illnesses, such as 
chest infections, coughs and colds, diarrhoea or vomiting.  We have never 
seen our hospitals under such pressure before which is why it’s vital that 
everyone understands the urgency of the situation and what you can do 
to protect our essential hospital services this winter.”    

use other excellent services
There are other excellent services to help – including some that provide 
instant access if you, a family member or a friend feel ill:

- Click on to NHS Choices website – for advice and information on 
how to look after yourself and your family. It covers thousands of illnesses 
and conditions:  www.nhs.uk

- Visit a pharmacist – for expert advice and low-cost medicines to 
ease your symptoms and help treat your condition. Every area has a 
late opening pharmacy and most have consulting rooms where you can 
ask for advice in private. Go to www.nhs.uk/service-search to find your 
nearest open pharmacist

- Make a GP appointment.  If your GP thinks that you need to be seen 
at the hospital, then they will arrange a direct referral to the right specialist

- Phone NHS 111 – for free, round the clock help when your GP is 
closed when it’s urgent but not a life-threatening 999 situation.

Summer Barn Tea Room
Summer Barn Tea Room will re-open the weekend of Saturday 14th 

February 11.30-4.30. As usual there will be lots of lovely cakes and cream 
teas. Look forward to seeing you. 
Sue Cranston 01767 600523

Caravan for Sale
It can be seen at Thorns Farm, New Inn Road, Hinxworth. 

Please call Kate on 07957 680506 for details

Village Hall cleaner required
The Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Management Committee 

are looking for a cleaner to supplement the existing caretaker.  Clean-
ing for between 1 ½ and 2 ½ hours per week on a Thursday or Friday 
depending on hirings that week, starting from the week beginning 2nd 
February 2015.  £6.67 per hour paid monthly in arrears.  For more details 
please contact Victoria on 01462 742505 or email cleaner@v-s-f.co.uk

A1 crash - lucky escape

As we went to press, this car crashed at the junction of New Inn Road 
and the A1 - no-one was hurt!


