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Those of you who came to the wonderful concert last year given by the 
Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir will be delighted to hear that they 
are coming to Hinxworth again on Saturday 11 July. The programme for 
the night has not yet been finalised, but choir member Stuart Lillie has 
told the editor that they have been learning lots of new songs as well as 
brushing up on some old ones so they will be trying them out on the night.

challenge of foreign language songs
The full and varied programme will comprise a variety of songs including 
traditional Welsh hymns , folk songs from around the world, spirituals 
and music from popular musicals.  Apparently the foreign language songs 
give the biggest challenge, especially those sung in Welsh! There will also 
be a soloist to add to the variety.

choir’s 80th anniversary
 The choir celebrates its 80th anniversary this year and still goes from 
strength to strength. They will be holding their anniversary concert in 
Welwyn Garden City in November, which should be a very special night.

 Our concert will be held in St Nicholas’ Church at 7.30 p.m.  Tickets will 
be £10 each (to include a glass of wine) and are available from Stuart Lillie at 5, 
Homefield, phone 01462 743755, proceeds going to the Church Building Fund.

Hosted post office opens in Ashwell
Ashwell’s hosted Post Office is now open in 

the Parish Church Room, Alms Lane, entrance 
opposite the Ashwell Museum. Opening hours are 
Monday 1 pm to 4.30 pm, Wednesday 12.30 pm 
- 3 pm, and Friday 9.30 am to 12 pm. In charge 
are Nick and Denise Pankhania. The new service 
began on May 8th after some delays caused by the 
lack of a dedicated BT telephone line.

Services offered include postage stamps, Post 
Office Card Account, bill and budget payment 
schemes, banking services and postal orders, 
telephony services, Home Phone, Post Office financial services products, 
special delivery,  home shopping returns, inland letters/packets, recorded 
delivery as well as international letters and packets. 
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Date:  Sunday 26th July at 1 pm at  Newnham Hall Cottage. Ticket 
prices - Adults £12 & Children under 12 £4. Tickets from: Audrey 
Whalley at Cherry Holt, Newnham  Tel: 01462 742517  &  Mary Ann 
Boddington at The Old Vicarage, Newnham  Tel: 01462 742814  

Newnham Parish Lunch Party

Choral concert at St Nicholas

Jayne is Volunteer of the Year

Pro-Action supports, represents and champions the many organisa-
tions and individuals across Hertfordshire who work with children and 
young people. They support over 220 organisations. This represents 
40,000 young people, 5,000 volunteers and 1,400 paid staff. 

The Pro-Action awards publicly recognize and celebrate the great 
work of members in Hertfordshire that provide activities to children 
and young people.

I went along with Les and I was inspired to hear about all of the 
organisations  that work so hard in our County to support and nurture 
young people. It was great to meet and share stories with other people 
who have a passion for working with our young people.

thrilled and humbled
I was thrilled to just receive a nomination for an award - that was more 
than enough but completely humbled to actually win especially after see-
ing the impressive and lengthy shortlist. To receive this recognition makes 
volunteering even more worthwhile and I can’t wait to tell the children 
at our next session, they will be delighted to see the trophy and it will go 
in our trophy cabinet at the Village Hall for all our community to see.  

I could not have achieved this award without the hard work and sup-
port of Karen Mills and Annie Cullen who worked so hard to set the club 
up and indeed the children for making HYP such a massive success. The 
encouragement and support of all the people of Hinxworth has been in-
valuable, including funding from St Nicholas Church Fund and the Parish 
Council. So a big ‘thanks’ goes out to everyone. I really do believe this is 
a collective achievement and one of which the Village should be proud. 

carrying on family tradition
What makes this award so special to me is that I feel I am carrying on my 
Mum’s legacy who sadly passed away 18 months ago. I have very fond 
memories of going to the youth club that she used to run at exactly the 
same age that my daughter Grace is, who is nine. I am sure my Mum 
would also be immensely proud.

Three Cheers for Hyp.  Hyp, Hyp hooray!
Jayne Whitfield

I was delighted to be nomi-
nated for Volunteer of the Year 
Award  and to be invited to the 
Pro-Action awards ceremony 
held at Beales Hotel, Hatfield on 
Thursday 14th May in the pres-
ence of Lord Charles Cecil. HYP 
became a member of Pro-Action 
when we began the youth club 
last October and they have been 
incredibly supportive since then.

Sunday June 7th 1pm in the grounds  and Oak Room of St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth. Be part of the UK’s biggest one day annual get-
together. Join us for a bring and share picnic lunch, especially if you are 
new to the villages. Bring a plate of food, sweet or savoury, with plates, 
cutlery, chairs, table etc for your own use. Bring your own drink and 
glasses. No tickets or money or fundraising involved. Just come!

Saint Nicholas Church Oak Room Opening Days
Join us on Saturday or Sunday afternoons, August 1st and 2nd for tea and for a 

look round the new oak room in the grounds of St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth. 
The building, recently completed, will be formally opened on Saturday August 1st 
at 4 pm but do come before then. Teas will be served, the Church will be open 
from  3pm and we look forward to seeing all of you.

Village Outing cancelled
Sadly I have had to cancel this year’s final outing due to lack of 

numbers. I would like to thank all of you who have supported my out-
ings over the years, it’s been great fun and quite often entertaining too!

If someone out there would like to take over organising what had 
become quite a village tradition, please feel free. Thanks again, everybody 
and I’m sorry that it had to end this way!
Sylvia Scales



 Don’t miss copy deadline

Hinxworth Parish Council
    Note of a meeting of the Council held on Thursday 7th May in the 
Village Hall at 7 pm.

Present: Mr D. Osmond, Chairman, Mr E Sore, Mr Paul Watler, Mr 
L. Whitfield, Mrs W. Kitchener, clerk. Other persons present as observers:  
Mr R.Cobb, Mr R. Lewis, elected as from May 11th 2015.                                       

1. The Position of Chairman: To be discussed at the next Parish 
Council meeting of June 4th.

2. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 5th 
March were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 

3. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors present 
signed the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Eric Sore and 
seconded by Les Whitfield. The Appointment of the Internal Auditor: 
Jayne Whitfield is nominated to take up this position. Les Whitfield declared 
an interest. The Councillors agreed to Jayne’s appointment by a majority 
vote. The 2014/2015 Year End Accounts: These and the Annual Return to 
BDO will be held over until the June 4th Parish Council Meeting.

4. Planning: The following Planning Applications have been re-
ceived:- Rosemary Lodge, Rear of Hamsteworde,  High Street - Applica-
tion 15/00735/1HH: The Councillors again objected to this application 
on the same grounds as the previous application 14/01745/1HH.  For the 
sake of clarity on the following two applications Russell Lewis declared 
an interest. Gordon Cottage, High Street – Application 15/00861/1HH: 
The Councillors have no objection to this application.Gordon Cottage, 
High Street – Application 15/01113/1HH: The Parish Councillors have 
no objection to this application.  Land Adjacent to Cantlebury, Chapel 
Street, Hinxworth – Application 15/00892/1; The Parish Councillors 
agreed unanimously to object to this application. A detailed response 
has been sent to the Planning Officer at NHDC and additional relevant 
information will also be sent. Her promised feedback is awaited.

5. Village Hall: The Committee: a new Committee is now in place. 
Chaired by Barry Huber, Secretary Linda Huber, Treasurer Elaine Olson- 
Williams, Booking Clerk Janice Raynham, with the addition of help as 
Event Organisers Debbie Hawthorne and Helen Donohue. The Coun-
cillors  thank the previous Committee for all their efforts over the past 
two years and welcome the new incumbents. Access Road: There are now 
potholes appearing in this area. The Councillors agreed a pothole repair 
mix should be purchased. To be discussed further at the June 4th meeting. 
Car Park Lighting: The floodlighting requires maintenance and repairs. 

6. The Tennis Court: Russell Lewis has kindly agreed to deal with 
the weed problem on the court,

7. The Allotments: Stephen Thorn is to vacate his plot on August 
31st. At that date, if there are no further applications, there will be seven 
vacant plots.

8. Any Other Urgent Business:  Paul Watler: Les Whitfield proposed 
a vote of thanks to Paul for his current tenure as a Councillor. Ten years 
continually to date and an additional ten years earlier, twenty years in 
all. Ever mindful of his frank interventions and discussion for which he 
will be missed the Councillors wished him well for the future. 

13: Date of the Next Meeting:  Thursday June 4th 2015 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall.     The meeting closed at 8.00pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk,  Hinxworth Parish Council  

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

The next meeting of the Hinxworth and Edworth Womens Insti-
tute will be on Thursday June 11th  at 7.45 pm in The Village Hall, 
Hinxworth, The speaker is Belinda Hunt – publisher, who will be holding 
a poetry workshop.  New members always welcome.  

champagne tea invitation
Join Hinxworth and Edworth WI for a champagne tea on Sunday Sep-
tember 20th. More details in next month’s Village Voice.

The WI has had a month of it.  On May 6th the centenary baton was 
collected from Baldock by Viv Hughes and driven to Hinxworth from 
where Sylvia Scales cycled to Ashwell to hand it on for its next phase of 
the journey. 

President Heather Baim planted a centenary rose on May 14th  outside 
Hinxworth Village Hall  while WI member Yvonne Tookey prepared to 
attend a garden party at Buckingham Palace.

Holly Thame and David Xuereb from Honeysuckle Cottage, High 
Street, Hinxworth, were married at St Nicholas Church on April 23rd.
The bride arrived in a Citroen 2CV. Confetti was real lavender. The 
reception was at Edworth.  We wish them every happiness. 

Ashwell School PTA Family Fun Day
 Saturday June 20th 12 - 4 pm

There will be a cake competition, swimming pool, Pimms, Bar, BBQ, egg 
throwing competition, face painting, live music, fire engine, bouncy castle 
and lots of fun! Contact the school for more information. 01462 742297

Please send all copy and pictures for July Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by June 20th. 

We very much hope that you will be able to join us on Saturday 18th 
July from 8pm at Ashwell School to celebrate Kate Oxley’s and Sherran 
Chalkley’s outstanding contribution to the life of the school and the vil-
lage over the past 30 years. All parents, ex-parents, grown up ex-pupils, 
friends and associates of the school are welcome, although the party 
will be an adult only event – the children will be saying thank you and 
farewell to Kate and Sherran during school hours.

tickets £7.50 available now
The evening will be an informal affair with a bar and buffet. Tickets are 
on sale now from the school office on 01462 742297 until Friday 3rd 
July priced at £7.50 each.We look forward to seeing you on Saturday 
18th July.

Join Kate and Sherran’s farewell party
Party in the Park is off

The Party in the Park which was to have taken place in Hinxworth 
on  June 20th has been cancelled.



June 7th The Big Lunch, St Nicholas Church and grounds 1 pm, see p1
June 10th Dementia Friends info evening, Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
June 20th Ashwell School PTA family fun day 12 - 4 pm
June 20th copy date for Village Voice July edition
July 11th Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir concert, St Nicholas 7.30
July 12th Chiltern West Gallery Quire Caldecote Church 12 pm - 5 pm
August 1st and 2nd, opening of St Nicholas Oak Room and teas from 3 pm
September 20th WI Champagne Tea, details to follow
November 29th Christmas Bazaar 2pm - 4pm

Dates for your diary

Former Councillor Andrew Young tells Patrick Forbes how planned 
housing development will affect our villages.

“More housing in North Herts. is inevitable. North Hertfordshire 
and East Hertfordshire are the least populated areas, we’ve got the most 
green belt therefore we have the most land available. Surveys have shown 
the estimated housing needs for the next 20 years, anything between 
12,000 and 20,000 houses for potentially 40 to 50,000 people. There’s 
not a lot of disagreement between the political parties. We all agree it has 
to be done. The dispute is about where and about exactly how many.” 

“The ‘where?’ argument is a slightly party political issue. We have dif-
ferent views on where they should go. There’s the possibility of Stevenage 

we need a plan in place
“By law every authority has to have at least 5,000 sites at any one time 
available for building. We are below that figure. Developers could come 
in and say, ‘you’re below the 5,000 so we demand that you allow planning 
on this site.’ We’re vulnerable so we need a plan in place pretty quickly 
or we can’t control where it goes.  A throw-out would be a disaster for 
us because there would be a planning free-for-all. Our best answer to 
the current proposal is that guidance says that green belt should only 

garden city which I think is a much better way forward because then 
you would not upset any of the existing communities. There is land near 
Stevenage, off the A10, which is accessible and won’t harm Stevenage at 
all. Stevenage would love it because then people would utilise Stevenage 
which has much bigger infrastructure anyway. So you’re not damaging 
an existing community and you’re giving them built-in infrastructure 
anyway, so it would actually be very sensible to do that.” 

huge “no” from Baldock
“At the moment the Council is looking at all the responses from the 
consultation. Every single area was objected to across the whole of the 

having to expand outwards, which would affect 
us, Luton having to expand outwards because they 
have no land left themselves to service their needs. 
And we of course have the land.” 

no benefit for Baldock
“I believe if you’re expanding outwards from Steve-
nage or from Luton, then the expansion should be 
there because that’s where you are used to being, that’s 
where your family and friends are, where you see your services. So to chuck 
people from there to Baldock would be ridiculous. Secondly you have to 
take account of your existing conurbations, Royston, Letchworth, Baldock, 
Hitchin and the villages. They are historic market towns that have little room 
to expand.  They seem to be saying, ‘we’re going to have a second Baldock 
next to Baldock. which won’t complement Baldock but be in competition 
with Baldock.’ It’s going to have its own services, shops, roads, schools, so 
in effect the railway line will divide Baldock One from Baldock Two. Will 
it benefit the town? Probably not. The people here will just by-pass Baldock 
and either go to the bigger towns for their major shop or just use the shops 
on site. Clothall Common failed. It was an add-on to Baldock and is just 
seen as a separate area from Baldock. This would be even more separated.”

too many children for Knights Templar
“Everyone loves Knights Templar, a very good school with fantastic results 
and everyone in this area wants their child to go there.  Knights Templar 
could not take the extra children. It would expand to take in what it 
could or ideally there could be a Knights Templar Two, so they would 
want to run both schools -  that might mollify people.”

“The schools won’t be built and open before the houses, so at some 
stage Knights Templar is going to be full and kids who would go there will 
have to be bussed elsewhere. It would be done working outwards in circles. 
The further you are away from Baldock, as the crow flies, the less chance 
your kids have of getting in once the school is full. There are falling rolls 
in schools elsewhere in Hertfordshire so County is saying, ‘that’s alright, 
we’ll just take them to Royston or Letchworth where we do have schools 
with spaces.’ That might change too as there is growth going on in both 
those towns. I think what they’re hoping is that at some stage somewhere 
there will be enough to build a new school to which you can move the 
children in stages. That’s their ideal but it doesn’t sound ideal to me.”

traffic chaos and over-full trains 
“There will be the same problem with the roads. They are not going to 
build a by-pass until the land has been bought and the houses built so 
there will be traffic chaos with the roads clogged up. We might hope 
that the railway companies will say, ‘more money for us so we’ll put on 
longer trains to and from Cambridge, more trains, longer platforms.’ 
But I wouldn’t guarantee that that’s going to happen, so no seats on the 
trains, nowhere to park your cars at the station. Commuting to London 
could become awful, it’s not nice as it is. The A1 is already a disaster. 
Oliver Heald and a couple of other MPs have managed to get widening 
into the plan  but we don’t know when.” 

  “So generally it’s just going to make life, traffic-wise, infrastructure, 
schools, much more difficult for all of us whether in the villages or in 
Baldock. We need more housing but you have to balance that against 
the right place. Oliver Heald and the two MPs have suggested a new 

The Housing Crisis

continued in columns 3 & 4

be used as a last resort and we think here that it’s being used as a first 
resort. They have said, this is simple, we will provide the infrastructure, 
it’s one land-owner, the County Council. Baldock is the smallest town, 
offering the least resistance. And by 2025 we’re going to be looking for 
the next 20 year plan!” 

district. with a huge ‘no’ response from Baldock and 
district. The Council have to look at that, decide 
whether they go with what they’ve suggested or 
whether to change. They’ll do that over the summer 
and send their decision to the inspector. The inspec-
tor will then have a public enquiry at which everyone 
can repeat what they have said. He will look at it and 
make a view to the District Council. He may say he 
doesn’t like it, do it again.”

Almost farewell tea for Elizabeth

Members of Hinxworth’s “Sew Easy” sewing group took Elizabeth 
Lewis for a farewell tea at the Summer Barn Tea Room in Edworth on 
April 27th. Elizabeth lives in Homefield and is expecting to move to 
Shaftesbury where she has bought a house next door to Ian and Jean 
Wilkinson. As we went to press she was hoping to move early in June.

picture by Sue Cranston



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

  Church Services
June 7th  10.15 am Family service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  
June 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 21st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
June 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth    
                9.30am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 101 or 
112 from a mobile.

Soup Lunch
June Soup lunch will be on Friday 

12th June 12.30 - 2pm.  Hinxworth 
Village Hall.  All welcome.

Ashwell Patients’ Group in-
vites you to a talk on Dementia 
Friends.’ How to play a part in 
making our community more 
understanding and welcoming 
to those with dementia. The 
speaker is  Angela Wormald on 
Wednesday 10th June 7.30 pm. 
Refreshments from 7.15pm at 
Ashwell Surgery

PRESENTS

Summer School
Theme: THE GREAT WILD WEST
Monday 27th - Friday 31st July 2015

9.30am - 3pm
Early Bird Price £139
(£155 after 1st June)

Don’t forget our weekly singing and acting class
LITTLE STAGE

Every Monday at Ashwell School from 4.15-5.15pm

Contact Alex: 07903 058 568 / ashwellstageschool@gmail.com

SING!

ACT!

All abilities welcome!
Great for children aged 4-13

Age groups: 4-8 and 9-13

DANCE!

London Marathon 
Arran raised £2819

I managed the 26.2 miles in 3hrs 
30 mins and 5 Secs and enjoyed all 
but 16 minutes of it!..... Miles 24 
and 25 were a bit tough, but the rest 
was a fabulous experience.

You collectively donated 
£2819.38 to Sense to help those 
with desperate sensory depriva-
tion appreciate some of things we 
take for granted everyday. A total 
beyond even my revised target! 
Thanks so much for your support. 
Arran Heal

Doro  phone with large but-
tons and three one touch photo 
buttons, easily adjustable volume. 
Free to a good home! Contact 
01462 743241.

phone needs home

For sale
Folding Brompton Bike Rac-

ing Green L3 model, three gears, 
extending saddle column. In excel-
lent body condition. Needs new 
tyres and a service. Will cost £935 
to buy new, hence £600

Pine double bed, 2 pine bed-
side tables. 1 pine chest of drawers  
which does not exactly match the 
other items, £100 the lot

Chinese style corner cabinet 
in black with soapstone carvings, 
double doors £200 ono. Contact 
Jan and Elaine Olson Williams on 
01462 743209 or 07510 140900.

 As the warmer months are approaching and 
people tend to go away more, it’s important that 
residents in North Herts. remember to properly 
secure their homes, sheds and outbuildings 
whilst away.

To help residents secure their properties against burglary, North Herts. 
Community Safety Partnership has secured funding to make light timer 
switches and heavy duty padlocks available to members of the public for 
free.  The North Herts Community Safety Partnership consists of North 
Herts. Police, Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue and North Herts. District 
Council.  The partnership works together to deliver a number of projects 
which support community safety, crime and disorder issues.

how to get your timers and padlocks
The timer switches and padlocks will be handed out at engagement events 
held in North Herts. or you can approach Royston Rural Neighbourhood 
Team to obtain them by calling 01438 757935. In exchange for the free 
security items, officers will encourage people to sign up to Neighbourhood 
Watch. By joining the scheme you can help to make your community 
safer and will get regular updates from your local police about crimes 
and events happening in your area.

Light timer switches enable home owners to programme when a light comes 
on, which can deter burglars by making them think that residents are at home. 
The heavy duty padlocks are suitable to securely lock sheds and outbuildings.

North Herts Safer Neighbourhood Team Inspector Duncan Sales, 
said: “Ensuring your homes, sheds or outbuildings are secure when you 
go away is very important. I hope local people will make good use of these 
padlocks and timer switches and will also take the opportunity to join 
Neighbourhood Watch to help make the area they live in even safer. We 
are really pleased that overall incidents of dwelling burglary have decreased 
compared to last year.  To achieve this we have been targeting affected 
areas with high visibility patrols to deter would-be burglars.  We have also 
undertaken covert patrols to monitor hotspot areas and gain intelligence.  
Alongside this we have been talking to local residents, giving them crime 
prevention advice and signing them up to Neighbourhood Watch. We 
are determined to do all we can to keep burglary figures falling and this 
work will not stop. To help us, I’d advise members of the public to also 
consider the following crime prevention advice.”

consider installing alarms
Make sure you double-lock any UPVC doors by lifting the handle and 
locking it to engage the security features before you go to bed or leave your 
home. If you remove the key make sure you have a fire escape plan. Check all 
doors are locked and all windows, including those upstairs, are secure before 
you go out. Consider installing alarms and ‘dusk to dawn’ security lighting.

Secure your rear garden - lock your shed, shut and lock any gates 
and keep fences maintained. Don’t leave ladders and tools outside - they 
could be used by a burglar. Use timer switches on lamps to give the 
impression somebody is at home.  At home, keep all loose valuables out 
of sight of any would-be thieves. Don’t leave any boxes which advertise 
to thieves what’s available in your home outside by the dustbin. Where 
possible, keep your wheelie bins a good distance behind the gate or fence 
to prevent them being used to get into the garden. Post code marking 
your valuables with a UV pen and registering them on a free property 
database like www.immobilise.com can work as a deterrent to thieves and 
can increase the chances of your property being recovered if it is stolen.”

be a good neighbour
Members of the public can sign up to Neighbourhood Watch by con-
tacting their local Safer Neighbourhood Team. Call the non-emergency 
number 101 to get through to your team. Alternatively, you can sign 
up directly and find further information by visiting the scheme’s Online 
Watch Link, OWL webpages www.owl.co.uk

 Please be aware that numbers of the timer switches and padlock are 
limited and will be issued on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.

On the beat

Shoes Golf Society
18 players assembled at Mount 

Pleasant Golf Club for their an-
nual Hinxworth Cup. Lovely 
weather and a great night in the 
pub afterwards; a barbecue or-
ganised by Margaret and her staff, 
ended a successful day planned 
by Simon Cheshire. The Cup was 
won by Paul O’Reilly who also 
won the nearest pin on two occa-
sions. Well done, Paul,  and thanks 
for joining us on this enjoyable 
day. We raised over £400 for  the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 
Barry Huber

Dementia Friends


