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The Women's Institute movement in Britain started in 1915. During 
the First World War it was formed to encourage countrywomen to get 
involved in growing and preserving food to help to increase the supply 
of food to the war-torn nation. The first WI in Britain was formed under 
the auspices of the Agricultural Organisation Society. The first one was 
at Llanfair PG, on Anglesey, North Wales on September 16th 1915, and 
the first WI in England was Singleton WI in Sussex. The WI currently 
has 212,000 members in around 6,600 WIs.

via Hinxworth to Albert Hall
A Centenary Baton is making its way around England. Having started 
its journey on 1 January 2014 in Anglesey, the home of the very first WI 
meeting in the UK, it will finish its journey in the Royal Albert Hall on 
4 June 2015 where the centenary Annual Meeting will be held.

The baton will come to Hinxworth from Baldock on Wednesday May 
6th in Geoff Burrows’ electric car, arriving at The Three Horseshoes at 
1.45 pm from where Sylvia Scales will take it to Ashwell Museum by 
bicycle, arriving at 2.05 pm.

Heather Baim, President of Hinxworth and Edworth WI said, “I am 
thrilled that Hinxworth has been chosen as a handover point for  the 
baton as it travels across the UK. Please come and cheer Sylvia and the 
baton on their way to Ashwell.”

WI baton to visit Hinxworth

Outing Thursday July 23rd last call
This day out is open to anybody and everybody, all very welcome. 

We are going to do a tour of Chislehurst Caves in the morning and 
Hall Place, a Tudor Manor house, Bexley, SE London, in the afternoon. 
Refreshments available everywhere or bring a picnic. 

Leaving Hinxworth at 8.45 am and leaving London about 4.30 pm 
Cost about £25 - please let me know a.s.a.p if you are interested, in 
order for me to know if this outing is going to go ahead.

Email sylviamedia@gmail.com or phone 01462 742505
Sylvia Scales

not your local branch but the first meeting in Anglesey - pic courtesy NFWI

The St Nicholas Room project 
is almost complete thanks to the 
generosity of the parishioners. It 
has been used every week from 
Easter onwards and has received 
universal acclaim. With only the 
landscaping to finish the whole 
project we really can say “nearly 
there”. Those with sharp eyes will 
have noticed that we have taken 
the opportunity to install flood-

My mother in law Jill Crooks and I photographed at Buck-
ingham Palace after receiving my wife Deborah Bone’s MBE 
from Prince Charles. The emotions of the day were challenging, 
both of us overwhelmingly proud of Deborah’s achievements and 
so sad that she did not live to enjoy the day of her investiture.
Colin Bone

Deborah Bone’s MBE

“Oak Room” nearly there

lighting along the avenue so that evening walks will be illuminated – a 
most welcome addition.

enormous thank-you
 The project group say an enormous ‘thank you’ to the vast majority 
of villagers who have subscribed most generously to the funding of the 
building. This really is the last chance for anyone who has not made a 
donation to do so now. Anyone who has given to the project can justifi-
ably look with pride at this superb effort and say “I was part of that.” 
Stuart Lillie

Don’t forget to vote
This year’s general election is 

probably one of the most chal-
lenging. Making sense of what 
the politicians are saying has never 
been so difficult. Don’t let that put 
you off voting on May 7th 7 am - 
10 pm, at Newnham Village Hall, 
Hinxworth Village Hall or Dunton 
Memorial Hall, depending on the 
village in which you live.

Our new priest
Rev. Robert Evens can be con-

tacted on 01462 742277, email: 
robert.evens@lineone.net  Enquir-
ies about baptisms and funerals can 
be made to the Parish Office 01462 
742601 email:office@stmarysash-
well. org.uk

HYP’s Busy Month

Not only did HYP members 
come to St Nicholas Church on 
Easter Day to thank us for a dona-
tion, they welcomed our new parish 
priest Robert  Evens to St Mary’s 
Ashwell and found time to relax at 
their club evening in Hinxworth.



Hinxworth Parish Council
    
  

 

 Chairman’s Report Annual Parish Meeting 2015
The Parish Council continues to represent the majority views of the 

residents of Hinxworth. The aim is, as always, to promote and help 
facilitate the wellbeing of the village and residents of Hinxworth.

Precept – Careful financial management and the ability of the PC and 
especially the Clerk to get grants where possible means that the precept 
has been kept the same for the tenth consecutive year. The operating 
costs of grass cutting and ground works have greatly increased during 
this period so it has not always been an easy task.

It should be emphasized again that next year sees us finishing the 
paying off the Public Works Loan Board loan for the refurbishment 
of the village hall. Although this will mean a net reduction it might be 
necessary to make a small increase in the precept to repair and re-furbish 
the village assets such as the clock tower roof and façade, and any further 
structural work needed to restore some of the public areas.

a well run hall
The Village Hall Management Committee is to be congratulated on 
running the day to day management of the hall. All unpaid volunteers, 
they have managed to organize several fund raising events from which we 
have all benefitted. The VHMC are always looking for residents to join 
them and help with their activities. Joining the Management Committee 
is a great way for newer residents to engage and get to know their fellow 
villagers and have an enjoyable time in the process.

Wendy Kitchener has continued to play a vital role as Parish Clerk and 
ensures that the PC is kept aware of issues that affect the village. Her vigi-
lance in applying and gaining grants where needed has meant that the PC 
has been able to carry out some of the necessary work and improvements.

patching plague of potholes
The state of the local roads continues to be of great concern. The increased 
level of heavy goods vehicles and heavier cars using country roads not 
meant for such traffic has meant that complete resurfacing is the only 
sensible way forward in the long term. It appears the continuing shortage 
of Hertfordshire Highways’ resources for rural areas means that we will 
have to make do with annual “patching” to the roads on an ever more 
regular basis for the foreseeable future.

10% larger recreation ground
Work has been done to cut back the brambles and overhanging trees 
giving around 10% more playing surface on the field.The resident 
Hinxworth Archery Club continues to be successful at county and na-
tional levels. The tennis court has benefitted by the installation of a new 
net and posts. Ashwell based tennis coach Charlotte Gibbons arranged a 
junior tennis session for local youngsters in June resulting in an increase 
in use of the court during the summer months. The PC ensures that users 
comply with all Health & Safety requirements.

why not get an allotment?
There are a small number of allotments still available and anyone in-
terested in taking an allotment or half allotment should contact Jan 
Woodward. I would like to thank all at the Hinxworth Allotment Group 
for maintaining the site and assisting the Parish Clerk in relation to her 
responsibility for issuing the licences and the overall administration of 
the allotments.

There have been no further developments in providing faster fibre 
optic broadband for the village. Recent GSM transmitters have been 
installed near the A1 giving a speedier service to those who subscribe to 
the 4G network for their broadband service.

thank you, councillors
I would like to thank both County Councillor Tony Hunter and District 
Councillor Andrew Young for their continued support and assistance 
to the Parish Council and residents of Hinxworth throughout the year.
David Osmond

Volunteers required
Join with other villagers of Hinxworth and Edworth in helping run 

your Village Hall Management. The Hinxworth Parish Council requires 
volunteers to take care of the day to day management of the Village Hall.

The appeal made at the recent AGM for New Committee Members 
to replace those that were standing down has gone unanswered so the 
management now consists of just two, Janice Raynham who takes care 
of the bookings and Elaine Olson-Williams who looks after the finances.

This is a great opportunity to get involved within your community, 
widen your circle of friends and share in the joy of helping others by 
getting the best out of village life.

For those who have served on the Village Hall Management Commit-
tee in the past you may also like to share your knowledge and expertise 
in keeping our wonderful Village Hall the best and most up to date in 
the area.  A warm welcome back awaits you! Come and join us.

For more details please contact  Jan Raynham on 01462 742258 mob: 
07999 818023 or David Osmond 01462 742048 mob:07958 655870
David Osmond

Newnham lambs herald good spring
We tried so hard to find some 

lambs to photograph for last 
month’s Easter edition of Village 
Voice. But they simply hadn’t 
been born. Clever shepherds make 
sure that lambs are born as the 
weather begins to warm. “Come 
back in three to four weeks,” 
advised Richard Wainwright-Lee 
who has been keeping sheep in 
Newnham for some 40 years. So 
that’s what we did.

where’s breakfast?
Rebecca Dawson, 14, and I went 
to see the new lambs armed with 
cameras. The 30 pregnant ewes 
rushed up to us, making an amaz-
ing deep throated noise, expecting 
breakfast. I fear we were a great 
disappointment to them. Luckily 
for them, Richard followed us with photo by Rebecca Dawson
buckets of feed to empty into the trough.  The ewes fell silent as they 
tucked in. The ewes and their lambs are cross bred Texel Lleyns. Rebecca 
got on with photographing this two day old lamb which was in a separate 
field with its mother. While we were talking one of the ewes went off to a 
distant corner to have its lamb. And not one of us mentioned mint sauce.
Thanks, Richard, for making us welcome and telling us about lambs.
Patrick Forbes

Cleaner wanted
Reliable cleaner for three to four hours per week. Please call Annie 

on 01462 742650. 

Just as we went to press, we 
learned that Arran Heal from New 
Inn Road, Hinxworth had com-
pleted the London Marathon for 
Sense, a national charity that sup-
ports and campaigns for children 
and adults who are deafblind or 
have sensory impairments. Arran 
said, “I completed my first London 
Marathon in 3hrs 30mins - an 
amazing experience! If you’ve not 
had a chance to donate to Sense yet 
there is still time! (www.justgiving.
com/arranheal1).”

Marathon Man makes £2,400



May 7th - 24th Ashwell Music Festival - see above
May 8th Soup Lunch Hinxorth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
May 10th Ashwell at Home 11am to 5 pm see above
May 14th Hinxworth and Edworth WI, Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
May 20th copy deadline for June Village Voice
June 10th Dementia Friends info evening, Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
June 20th VHMC Party in the Park, Hinxworth 6pm - 11.30pm 
July 11th Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir concert, St Nicholas 7.30
November 29th Christmas Bazaar 2pm - 4pm

Dates for your diary

Ashwell at Home
Sunday 10th May 11am-5pm

Entertainment for all the family with open gardens, free children’s 
workshops, live music, veteran cycles, Morris dancing, cow milking, fun 
fair, lunches and teas and much more.   Entry by programme: £6 adults   
- under 18s free - available on the day at the event, or in advance from 
the website.  Free parking.  www.ashwellathome.org.uk

Please send all copy and pictures for June Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by May 20th. Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth as a service to the community and can be read 
at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

62nd Ashwell  Music Festival
7th May – 24th May 2015

On-line booking and concert details at
www.ashwellmusicfestival.org

Box office 30 Angell’s Meadow 01462 742500
Thursday 7th May 7.00pm

Young Musicians’ Concert & Compline
Friday 15th May 8.00pm at URC

Fawn - An Evening of Celtic Folk with a modern twist
Saturday 16th May 8.00pm

Re-Take That!
Sunday 17th May 7.30pm

Opera Meets West End - Emily and Katie Rowley Jones Entertain
Thursday 21st May 7.30pm

An Evening with Ben Goldscheider & Compline
Saturday 23rd May 8.00pm

Strictly - A band of former marines with Big Band/Jazz singer 
Marlene Hill

Sunday 24th May 6.30pm
Festal Evensong

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Ashwell Patients’ Group
Dementia Friends Information Session

We are all aware that many people are likely to suffer from dementia 
as they grow older. Many of us will have relatives, friends or neighbours 
who have been affected. An unfortunate frequent aspect of the condition 
is that people become increasingly isolated. As the brain gradually shuts 
down, people with dementia sometimes need a helping hand to go about 
their daily lives and feel included in their local community. “Dementia 
Friends”, an initiative from The Alzheimer’s Society, is about giving more 
people an understanding of dementia and the small things that could 
make a difference to people living in their communities.

could you be a dementia friend?
On Wednesday 10th June at 7.30 pm Angela Wormald, one of the So-
ciety’s local representatives, will be hosting a meeting at Ashwell Surgery 
during which she will explain what it’s like to live with dementia and 
how people around sufferers can make their lives that bit easier and less 
stressful. From helping someone to find the right bus to spreading the 
word about dementia on social media, every action counts towards fulfill-
ing the aim of creating environments which are more understanding and 
welcoming for people living with dementia. Acting in such a way is to 
be a “Dementia Friend”. Anyone of any age can be a Dementia Friend. 
So far over one million people have signed up. Could you add to that 
number? There is no fee and your only commitment is to be ready to 
help someone if you become aware of a need.

Despite the serious nature of the subject, Angela’s talk will not only 
be interesting but also entertaining. Do come and join us. Refreshments 
will be available from 7.15 pm.
Peter Chapman

The   Women’s Institute meeting on Thursday  April 9th, took the 
form of members’ night, an evening when the  committee take a break 
and the members run the meeting. It started with a glass of wine or 
soft drink followed by  a table set up for four fondues,  two of melted 
Cheddar, and two of Emmental both liberally laced with white wine. We 
dipped  cherry tomatoes, white and brown bread squares, and cooked 
new potatoes into the fondues.  This was enjoyed by all, and was followed 
by a chocolate fondue into which we dipped strawberries.

fondues, followed by tortoises
 After this very  fattening  supper we settled down for a presentation by 
Viv Hughes of her holiday last year to the Galapagos  Islands. She showed 
us many slides of animals and birds to be found on the islands and told 
us  some of their history.  The evening ended with the presentation of 
gifts for each member of the committee of a model of a tortoise to put 
in the garden.

Next months meeting, Thursday May 14th,   7.45 pm in The Village Hall, 
Hinxworth  -   AGM and Resolutions.
Carol Cheney

Use them or lose them
We have seen the closing of the Ashwell post office. There are two 

redundant churches, one at Edworth, one at Caldecote. Mobile library 
services are under threat and local businesses worry about whether they 
can continue. 

If shops, churches, libraries and other services are not supported by 
those who live nearby, they will close or be withdrawn. Austerity brings 
pressures on local authorities to cut costs and, where they can, they pare 
services to the bone.

once they’re gone.....
As the supermarket slogans shout, “Once they’re gone, they’re gone.”  Yes, 
it may be possible to buy a sandwich, a beer, a glass of wine elsewhere for 
less. But who wants to party or dine at Tesco? To run a village enterprise 
may well cost more than one in a town where there is a greater popula-
tion to support it. Do we want our villages to die or become dormitories 
for commuters? Village Voice hopes not and would welcome readers’ 
suggestions for keeping village life and enterprise alive and well.
Patrick Forbes - villagevoice3@gmail.com

Annie Hull and the Icknield Potters
Annie Hull from Hinxworth has been ex-

hibiting her work at  the Mardleybury Gallery 
at Datchworth throughout April. Alas, Village 
Voice didn’t know about this exhibition until 
after the April edition went to press.

mutual support
With others. Annie has formed the Icknield 
Potters to further encouragement and in-
spiration. Their work featured in the April 
exhibition with work from four painters, an 
exhibition well worth visiting.  To find out more about the 
Mardleybury Gallery, ring Sharon Struckman on 01438 
900217 or enter www.psarts.co.uk into your internet 
browser. You won’t be disappointed.



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 
Chris Brabrook

  Church Services
May 3rd  10.15 am Family service St. Nicholas  
May 10th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 17th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
May 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth    
                9.30am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 
May 31st 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth     

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 
841212, Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

Richard Cobb, Russ Lewis, 
David Osmond, Eric Sore, Leslie 
Whitfield were elected unopposed 
as Councillors on Hinxworth Par-
ish Council.

Soup Lunch
May Soup lunch will be on Friday 

8th May 12.30 - 2pm.  Hinxworth 
Village Hall.  All welcome for home-
made soup and pudding.   

Cleaner required
Household in Edworth is 

currently looking for a cleaner, 
required to do 1.5 hours on a 
Monday and Thursday. Duties 
include light cleaning work such 
as laundry, hoovering, dusting etc.  
Must be comfortable with dogs. £8 
per hour. For more details please 
contact Neil.watts@st-ss.com

Election result

Caldecote Church 
Friends

Sunday 17th May. 10 am to 
4pm. Walsworth Festival.  CCF 
will have a publicity stand to sell 
our booklets at this Hitchin event.  

Sunday 12th July. 12 pm to 5 
pm.  Chiltern West Gallery Quire 
outside the church. Exhibition by 
Icknield Quilters inside.   Usual 
refreshments. 

Sunday 13th September. 
12pm to 5pm Heritage Open 
Day. Church open for browsing.  
Refreshments.  

Saturday 5th December.   
3.30pm and 6 pm, two sessions 
of  Carols by Candlelight.  A repeat 
of previous successful communal 
singing events with harmonium 
accompaniment and readings.  
Mulled wine and mince pies.   
This is the only event for which 
we charge an advance entry fee of 
£10.00.   Limited seating.  Book 
tickets early with the Secretary.
peter@peterrobbins.eclipse.co.uk

    Peter Robbins

On Saturday 29th March and Sunday 30th 

As the first signs of spring are starting to appear in 
gardens and allotments across the county, Hertfordshire 
Constabulary is launching Operation Gnome, a new 

March, police in North Herts ran a joint operation with officers from 
Buntingford to tackle rural crime in the area such as hare coursing and 
off road motorcycles. 

There has been no recent anti-social behaviour reported in the villages.
Proactive work is still on going, stopping vehicles for traffic offences 

and intelligence. Speed checks will be conducted as and when weather 
permits.

Sergeant’s message
Welcome to this the first of our Safer Neighbourhoods Parish 

updates. For those that do not already know, I am the Royston Safer 
Neighbourhood Team Sergeant, and have been in post here in Royston 
since December 2014. 

I would like to encourage anyone with any concerns to bring them 
forward to my team or me, and we will do our best to help resolve them. 
Speeding seems to be an issue for a lot of people, both in and out of town 
at the moment, so I am making it one of our local priorities, along with 
burglary and anti-social behaviour.

Reported crime remains low across all our parishes as we start the 
new business year but please do be aware of shed break-ins which tend 
to happen at this time of year, as the weather is getting better and people 
start working in their gardens. Please secure your sheds and outbuildings 
with good quality locks and, where possible,  get your expensive gardening 
equipment security marked, post coded or other property marking. Most 
people think of securing their homes but can overlook the possibility that 
on occasions a thief will target sheds as a ‘softer’ option.
Sergeant Guy Westwood

Operation Gnome

initiative to help remind residents to keep their gardens, outbuildings 
and allotments secure.

Spring is traditionally a time when burglars target sheds, garages and 
outbuildings, looking for power tools, bikes and other expensive items 
stored in them. They also look for tools left in gardens such as spades, 
garden forks and ladders, which can be used to help them break into 
homes. These are some of the ways you can make your outbuildings 
more secure:

Always lock your shed, preferably with two ‘hasp and staple’ locks, 
one near the top and one near the bottom of the door, or use an alarmed 
padlock.

Secure your rear garden by locking entry gates with a padlock.
Burglars can use garden tools to break in, so make sure you securely 

lock away any tools after use.
Ensure boundary fences are secure and in good condition. Spiky plants 

along garden boundaries are good additional deterrents.
Tools and gardening equipment should be visibly marked with your 

postcode and house number - this can deter thieves and help police 
identify the rightful owner.

Remember to lock your garage door securely. Metal ‘up and over’ 
doors can be secured with extra locks fitted either side and/or a floor-
mounted locking ‘T’ bar with a closed shackle padlock. Wooden garage 
doors can be secured with two substantial hasps and staple locks and 
closed shackle padlocks. Your local DIY store can advise on the most 
secure options.

Join Neighbourhood Watch or Allotment Watch to help reduce crime 
in your local area.For more detailed security advice, please visit www.
herts.police.uk or contact us on 101.

Paper Money

Gera ld  Pla t t en  co l l ec t -
ed Hinxworth and Edworth’s 
newspapers from Ashwell for six 
years. Grateful newspaper read-
ers clubbed together and gave 
Gerald a £400 gift voucher on 
March 28th. 

Imogen Bentley, 14,  played 
her flute at St Nicholas Church 
Easter morning Parish Commun-
ion service. 

Andrew Young has retired after 
24 years as North Herts. District 
Councillor for our villages. Village 
Voice will carry a major feature 
with Andrew about future housing 
in June’s edition.

 We thank him for all his hard 
work on our behalf.
Patrick Forbes

Thanks, Andrew


