
After six and a half years Margaret, Gerald, Gemma and Chris are  leaving 
the Three Horseshoes. I asked Margaret what she would miss most.  “The 
people, the village. Six and a half years of pure pleasure,” she laughed. “But 
the liabilities outweigh the income. Life has changed, people have a lot of 
demands on  their money and going to the pub to eat is not always one of 
them any more. They are very choosy about where they go, they like food 
on the go now, they are more than happy with a cup of coffee and a cake.”

village needs to support the pub
Is the writing on the wall for the village pub? “Not necessarily. We have 
tried to include the village in what we have done. We believe in good, fresh, 
wholesome food. We can do fancy food as well. We’ve done many weddings, 
specials, bridge club dinners. But people can cook very well at home. I think 
when they go out they want something special because they are watching 
what they spend. If you want a village pub to continue, you need to sup-
port it. We have two petanque teams, champions of Hertfordshire, as are 
the Archery Club. We have people that support us from there but the rest of 
the village needs to get behind it and keep it going. There are a lot of loyal 
people in this village and they have kept this pub going for the last six and 
a half years. People from other villages come here too. There’s a lot of scope. 
Passing trade on the A1 may be the key. But never never forget that you are a 
village pub. When strangers come here, they are always made very welcome.”

we’ll always work doing something
“We bought a house in Cambourne at Christmas, but we’ve no idea what 
we’ll do once we move.” I wondered about crocodile hunting in Cam-
bridgeshire but that hadn’t occurred to them. “If you enjoy people, you 
enjoy life, and we do enjoy working. We’ll always work doing something 
whether it’s for gain or for fun or just voluntary, there’s plenty out there.”

So thanks, Margaret, Gerald, Gemma and Chris, we will miss you. Hope 
all goes well in Cambourne but do look out for the Cambourne Crocs.
Patrick Forbes
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The 16th Ashwell Book weekend will take place in St. Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell on Saturday, 3rd October from 10.00am – 5.00pm and on 
Sunday 4th October from 2.00 – 5.00pm. Entry £1. Children free. 
Refreshments available. All proceeds to the Church Restoration Appeal.

Change at ‘The Shoes’

Happy 100th Birthday, Gwen
I felt very honoured to be invited to Gwen's 100th Birthday Luncheon 

Party on Monday14th September. As I walked up the drive to Wolverley 
House I remembered how Gwen and Nellie Clark, her best friend, had 
been very special and hard working stalwarts in the village and especially 
in the WI for the 46years I had known them.  Gwen never changed, 
always a cheerful smile and a willing helper in village activities and she 
and Harry, her husband, were a loved and respected couple who set a 
wonderful example to us all.

a few damp eyes
Gwen's two sons were there with all their children plus the great 
grandchilren, the residents of Wolverley and many local friends too. A 
delicious buffet lunch was served and the Australian son gave the toast 
to his mother thanking her for love and generosity.  As we sipped the 
Champagne I noticed a few damp eyes!

card from her majesty
Gwen looked as if she enjoyed every minute of her special day.  She 
showed us the card from the Queen in the place of honour by a very 
fine cake.  There were too many cards round the room to count as well 
as the most gorgeous flowers everywhere. I am sure she will have some 
wonderful memories to cherish.
Judy King

WI’s first 100 years

Ashwell Book Weekend October 3rd/4th

Pictures by Jack Smith and Patrick  Forbes 
What a celebration it was! Over 90 villagers, WI members packed the 

Village Hall on September 20th for the 100th birthday of the WI, an or-
ganization politicians ignore at their peril, as one newspaper archive put it. 
Lizzie and Jonathan Diggle played music from down the decades. President 
Heather Baim welcomed all and thanked the very many members involved 
in dreaming up the event and bringing it to birth. Centenarian Gwen 
Freeman, pictured bottom right, cut the cake. It was a champagne tea to 
remember. On to the next centenary with our thanks and best wishes,WI!
Patrick Forbes

Two lovely lady labradors need walks
Reliable dog walker urgently needed to give half hour brisk walks, at 
lunchtime on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. £10 per walk. 
Please contact Antonia at Thorns Farm, Hinxworth on 07802 876947.



October 3rd and 4th Ashwell Book Weekend, St Mary’s Church October   
October 4th Harvest Festival St. George’s Church Edworth 10.15 am
October 9th HYP 7pm-9pm
October 17th Words & harp music concert St. Nicholas Church 7.30 pm
October 18th Harvest Festival St. Vincent, Newnham 4.30 pm 
November 13th  HYP  7pm-9pm
November 17th HYP AGM Village Hall 8 pm
November 28th Christmas Bazaar 2pm - 4pm Hinxworth Village Hall
December 4th Village Christmas Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
December 11th   HYP    7pm-9pm
December 2015 – Village Christmas Party
February 13th 2016 Concert for Refugees, St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth
September 3rd 2016 - The Big Event

Dates for your diary
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Be prepared for winter
During the winter of 2014 to 2015 our hospitals reported the worst 

cases for people not being prepared for winter bugs and flu. Protect your 
health and wellbeing for yourself and family. We have a flu vaccination 
NHS and private programme for winter 2015 to 2016 when we are of-
fering our flu vaccine service, with flexible hours  for appointments. We 
are open in the evenings till 6.30pm and Saturdays 9am till 1pm.Please 

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The WI had a very interesting meeting on Thursday  10th September. The 

speaker was Andrea Chupacova, the senior hospice fundraiser for St Johns 
Hospice at Moggerhanger, a Sue Ryder Hospice. She told us firstly about the 
Sue Ryder Charity which has been going for 60 years. There are six hospices 
as well as nine neurological care centres treating patients with strokes, as well 
as patients with Huntington’s Chorea, a hereditary illness which occurs in 
adults, where mental powers are affected leading to dementia. 

bringing peace of mind
St Johns Hospice opened in 1980 and covers Beds, Hunts and parts of Herts. 
and Cambs. It is for people of 18 and over with a 15 bed inpatient unit set in 
18 acres of land. There are flexible visiting hours as well as a Day Care Centre 
which deals with pain control, blood transfusions, and other treatments. The 
hospice also provides spiritual care especially for patients with a great fear of 
the hospice and their illness.  It is here for people, families and carers to bring 
peace of mind – with no faith or belief, and family bereavement support.

hospice at home
 PEPS, Partnership for Excellence in Palliative Support,  provides Hospice 
at Home where patients can be nursed at home, making things easier 
for the patient, their carers, and families. The therapy team provide pa-
tients with complimentary therapies eg. aromatherapy, massage, Reiki, 
manicures and pedicures, It costs £2.8 million to run the hospice for one 
year. Services are free to the community. Next month’s meeting  is on  
Thursday  8th October, 7.45pm, The Village  Hall, Hinxworth.   The 
speaker is Peggy Gameson on ‘House with a past and a future, Mog-
gerhanger Park.’  All Welcome.
Carol Cheney

Stuart Pollard and  Sarah Robinson were married in St Vincent’s 
Church, Newnham on Saturday September 5th. This picture of them 
with daughter Clara was taken by Tony Walsh.

Stuart and Sarah marry at St. Vincent’s, Newnham

Etienne and Nichola marry at St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

Neil Bridgewater, our 
Compound Champion, 
has won the Gentleman’s 
Compound Elimination 
Final at the Archery GB 
National Series Finals in 
Nottingham.

Neil is officially the 
top Gentleman Com-
pound shooter in the 

Best Archer in the Country

Robert Etienne and Nichola Watler on their great day, Septem-
ber 5th, photographed by Michael Ward and Claire Prior.

country and put in a peerless performance scoring 146 out of 150 in 
the Gold medal match.

The Championship final was watched live on YouTube and seen 
worldwide. Congratulations to Neil and his family for such a cool and 
masterful exhibition of how it should be done. You make us all proud!
David Osmond

contact us to book your appointment.Look out for further details of our 
new Travel Clinic. as well as  our new offers, ‘buy one get one free’ and 
one pound products for your everyday needs.

many other services
Dont forget our other services of dry cleaning, stamps, cash-back with 
purchase, free advice from fully trained staff, health services, blood pres-
sure, diabetes and cholesterol. 

To contact us call us on 01462-742250, email briandeal@yahoo.com or why 
not call in to see us for friendly advice and help or visit www.ashwellpharmacy.co.uk
Brian Deal

Missing - Little Black Rambo
Our two year old cat has been missing since Saturday 29 August and 

his brother Flynn and his human family are bereft. Unlike his brother he 
has never left home before and was a home cat. He 
usually lives at Watlefield, next to the allotments, in 
Francis Road and we want him back home! If you 
have befriended him or he has moved in with you 
can you please bring him home. He is mostly black 
with white feet and the right back hock is white to 
the elbow. Underneath he is a patchwork of black 
and white. If you have any news please contact me 
on 01462 743504.   
Jan Youngman



Christmas Dinner Dance
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 Notes  of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on September 
3rd in the Village Hall at 7 pm.

Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr R.Cobb, Mr R. Lewis,   Mr 
D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Also present:  Mr P. 
Forbes, for the allotment item.                                       

1. The minutes of the meeting of 2nd July were agreed by the Parish 
Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 

2. Finance: The Councillors agreed to the expenditure for the cur-
rent month. 

3. Planning: Land at the rear of the  cottages, High Street  Hinxworth. 
NHDC decision: Refused. Gordon Cottage, High Street:  – The Coun-
cillors have no objection to this application. NHDC has been notified. 
The Chestnuts, High Street: The Councillors have no objection to this 
application. NHDC has been notified.

4. Highways: New Inn Road: County Councillor Tony Hunter 
surveyed the road and arranged for the potholes to be repaired. There 
are still  some that have not been completed. Likewise the condition of 
the road at the junction with the A1. The A1 central reservation agri-
cultural crossing opposite New Inn Road: The Parish Councillors are 
concerned this crossing is used by vehicles to cross the A1. Some years 
ago the farmers using this crossing agreed to it being closed. At that time 
around 2008 the Authorities were notified but nothing was done. Signage 
for the Village: Barry Huber is to contact the Parish Council regarding 
additional signage required in the Village due to the additional traffic.  
Telephone kiosk High Street: This requires cleaning.

5. Village Hall: Cleaning: The current contract has been renewed.
6. Recreation Ground: Hinxworth Archers: A safety inspection has 

now taken place at the request of the Parish Council under Archery 
GB’s Field Assessment Programme. The Archery Club/recreation ground 
passed the safety inspection. A copy of the cover for Hinxworth Archers 
Public Liability Insurance has been provided to the Parish Council. Rus-
sell Lewis is to prepare a report of the safety meeting. David Osmond 
left the Parish Council meeting this evening as he declared “a conflict of 
interest”. The Parish Councillors then discussed the new letting agree-
ment. The Councillors will further discuss their thoughts and ideas 
collectively before the next Parish Council Meeting on October 1st. 
Their conclusion along with a draft agreement for the Archers use of the 
Recreation Ground will be presented at that meeting. One of the gate 
posts to the play area: This needs to be renewed.

7. The Allotments: The majority decision of the Councillors is that 
the rent will be increased to £35.00  for a full plot and £17.50, half plot 
with effect from 1st September 2015.The rent will be further increased to 
£40.00 full plot and £20.00 half plot with effect from 1st September 2016. 
Any further increases to be reviewed on a regular basis after that date.

8. Any other urgent business: Janine Paterson, Arbury District Coun-
cillor, will now attend the next Parish Council meeting. 

9.  Date of the next Meeting:  Thursday October 1st 2015 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall.The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Wendy Kitchener. Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council  

Hinxworth Parish Council

Trudy takes on Ashwell Stores
When I went to meet 

Trudy Dabreo at Ashwell 
Stores, she had been there for 
just two weeks. She moved 
here from Kings Lynn in 
Norfolk. “I knew Jeet, I used 
to work for him in Norfolk. 
I worked in a garage, a shop 
just like this one, and did 
some bar work too. I knew 
Jeet was retiring, my boys 
aged 28, 23 and 18 are grown 
up and have left home, so I 

Pilates explained
Ashwell Patients Group hosted a session about 

Pilates and Physiotherapy, a talk by Katherine Mc-
Goldrick, a neurophysiotherapist and Pilates teacher 
who works with Multiple Sclerosis sufferers. Your 
Editor went along to learn to his horror that there 
is nothing much more than a network of muscles 
holding the middle of his body together. Pilates 
exercises the body so that muscles work together, improving posture 
and general health.  Katherine has been teaching Pilates for about five 
years and has a number of classes based in Ashwell Village Hall.

Having fallen a couple of times last winter I needed a route back 
to some kind of fitness, so I have joined one of Katherine’s classes. If 
you would like more information, ring Katherine on 01462 743244 
or have a look at her website, www.ashwellpilates.com

 On Friday 4th of December we will be holding a Village Christmas 
Dinner Dance - ticket price £39. This includes a drink on arrival, three 
course meal with a choice of pre-ordered courses, live music and disco. 
There will be a reasonably priced bar. The event will be in aid of the 
Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall Management Committee.

Singer Uche Eke will once again be joining us.  Anyone who has 
been to any of Helene and Debbie’s previous party evenings will know 
how good he is. Uche will again be singing a selection of swing, soul and 
easy listening while Sandy Soundz Disco will also be present to keeping 
you all partying.

very smart dress code, and book soon
The Village Hall will also be well dressed for the occasion and the dress 
code for the evening is very smart.  We do already have a lot of inter-
est from outside the village but we would really like Hinxworth and 
Edworth residents to have first chance, so please let us know as soon 
as possible, preferably before the 30th of October as we will then offer 
tickets after this date.

 For more information or to reserve a ticket please contact Helene 
07980 212194 or  Debbie on 07446 357556. We do hope to see you 
all there.
Debbie and Helene

Hinxworth Facebook News
Jan Youngman has opened up a Facebook page……..Hinxworth-Our 
Village……for users of Facebook to post anything relevant to village 
life. The sort of things you may have posted on the notice board or 
garden gate, lost or found items, things for sale,  forthcoming events, 
job vacancies or gluts of fruit and veg going begging etc. It is an open/
public group so anyone can post.

thought, let’s go for it, it’s now or never.”

papers set off seat belt alarm
“I’m opening from 6.30 am until 7 pm Monday to Friday, Saturdays 7 
am until 7 pm, and 7 am until 1 pm on Sundays.” What changes will 
she be making? “We’ve got special offers, we’ll get whatever people need.  
Today I got a tin of Brasso for someone! We’ve got wine at £5.25 a bottle, 
teabags at £2.99. We will broaden the stock. If this goes well, I could look 
at Post Office provision, though I’d have to have someone who knew 
how to do it. And the newspapers, they’re a nightmare on Saturdays. I 
delivered them to Hinxworth in my car last Saturday and this seat belt 
alarm kept going off. The car, a Fiat 500, thought there was a passenger 
in the front seat, it was the weight of the papers. I kept thinking it was 
my seat belt not working. I think we supply about 200 newspapers.”

almost all consuming
“The job is almost all consuming. When I have some help, I can go home, 
see the boys. I meant to go to Yoga the other evening but I missed it last 
week, - I might try and join that group.”

Ashwell Stores: Monday to Friday 6.30 am - 7 pm, Saturday 7 
am - 7 pm , Sunday 7 am - 1 pm
Patrick Forbes



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

October 4th 10.15 am Harvest Festival, St George’s,  Edworth
October 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
October 18th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
                      4.30 pm Harvest Festival St Vincent, Newnham
October 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth    
                      9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101 or 112 from a mobile.

Soup Lunch
October Soup lunch will be on 

Friday 9th October 12.30 - 2pm.  
Hinxworth Village Hall.  All welcome.

On the beat

any would-be hare coursers know that they do not tolerate this form of 
activity in Hertfordshire and will deal robustly with anyone caught or 
suspected of taking part.

gambling and damage involved
Hare coursing – which has been illegal in the UK since 2005 – involves 
the pursuit of a hare with a greyhound or other form of hound. If the 
hare is caught by a dog it is usually killed. Those involved in hare coursing 

Words & Music
Saturday October 17th at St. 

Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, we 
present an evening of words and 
harp music given by Catherine 
Dunlop and Ursula Grainger.
The concert will start at 7.30 pm. 
Tickets £10, to include a glass of 
wine, from Patrick Forbes, 01462 
742015 or send email  to patrick-
forbes@waitrose.com

Please send all copy and pictures for November Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by October 20th. 

 Don’t miss copy date

Book these  dates

Harvest Festivals
Hinxworth & Edworth

Harvest Festival for Edworth 
and Hinxworth will be celebrated 
at St George’s Church, Edworth on 
Sunday October 4th at 10.15 am. 
It will be a family service and all are 
welcome. No service at Hinxworth 
that day.

and Newnham
Newnham’s Harvest Festival 

will be at St Vincent’s Church on 
Sunday October 18th at 4.30 pm. 
All welcome.

With the harvesting period now upon us, the 
threat of hare coursing is looming across rural 
areas of Hertfordshire.

However, police officers from the Rural Op-
erational Support Team (ROST) are keen to let 

Hare coursers warned

often travel over many counties to meet in rural areas 
within Hertfordshire to carry out this activity. Illegal 
gambling is usually at the heart of any hare coursing 
event and in some parts of the country thousands of 
pounds have been recovered from offenders taking part. 
During this pursuit, damage can be caused to fences, 
gates and hedges by offenders trying to gain entry onto 
fields and then additional damage is often caused by 
vehicles driving on the land over any remaining crops.

imprisonment or £5,000 fine
Sergeant Jamie Bartlett, who leads the ROST, said: “Not only do illegal 
coursers and poachers trespass on private land, damage crops and prop-
erty, but they also often steal property and can be abusive and intimidating 
to those who challenge them. There is also the matter of animal cruelty, 
frequent illegal gambling, driving stolen vehicles and using red diesel. 
With the new season upon us, I would like to reassure farmers and those 
who live and work in rural areas that we will be putting on extra patrols 
in areas where hare coursing is likely to take place. Anyone who suspects 
hare coursing should call us as soon as possible on the non-emergency 
number 101. If you witness hare coursing in progress dial 999.  Anyone 
caught hare coursing could face a fine of up to £5000, disqualification 
from driving and even imprisonment.” 

This month 13 children together with Karen, Les and myself all went 
in a convoy to Granta Place Boatyard in Cambridge to join A Wildlife 
Trust Bat Expert on a guided Bat Safari punt down the River Cam towards 
Grantchester Meadows.

It was a beautiful evening and as dusk settled we floated down the 
river using the specialist electronic bat detectors which convert the bats' 
sonar signals into audible frequencies. Our guide talked us through all 
the notable characteristics and habitats of bats likely to be encountered 
on our trip and taught us how to use the detectors. We identified exactly 
which species of bat were flying close to our punt and found about lots 
about our amazing local bat species. 

 bats stock up for winter
As it got darker more and more bats skimmed the water as they fed on 
insects, stocking up before they hibernated for the cold winter.  We also 
got to see some herons’ nests up in the trees and a whole line of geese 
along the water’s edge!

important date for everyone
Tuesday 17th November will be our AGM at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. 
All parents and children are welcome to come along as we report on the 
year’s activities and present our finances and talk about the forthcoming 
year. Any other villagers who are interested in HYP are also welcome 
to join us.

We really would like you to attend this meeting particularly if you 
have children turning 7 in the academic year 2015/2016.We also invite 
you all to stay afterwards for a glass of wine and nibbles to celebrate our 
1st Year Anniversary. As it’s a school night we won’t keep you too long!
Jayne Whitfield

HYP meet bats on River Cam night voyage

Nicky’s walk gains £475 for hospice 
Nicky Will iams from Francis Road, 

Hinxworth, took part in the  Garden House 
Hospice 10 mile Starlight Walk on September 
12th. “There was a really good atmosphere, 550 
of us met in the Leisure Centre car park, had a 
Zumba warm-up. Lots of people dressed up with 
sparkly headgear. It did get quite hard towards the 
end. We started at 10 pm and got back in at one 
am. Everybody cheered us we got back to the Leisure Centre. I raised 
£475, which I’m very pleased about.  Ian signed up and walked with me 
as my minder. Thanks to all who helped or sponsored me.” The Hospice 
told Village Voice that £28,000 was pledged, and hoped to raise £40,000. 


