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Grab your dancing shoes and join the new village hall committee 
for a Barn Dance on Friday 25th September at Hinxworth Village Hall.

If you have been to the dances before you will know the brilliant Ivel 
Valley Band and Joan our caller. The tickets are £10 to include a hot dog.
More hot dogs will be available to buy.

limit on tickets so buy now!
We do have to put a limit on the number of tickets sold due to the space 
needed for dancing, so let us know if you want or are interested in tickets 
as they will go quickly. Tickets on sale now...please contact me on 07890 
212194 or h.donohoe@btopenworld.com or Debbie Hawthorn on 07446 
357556 or debbiehawthorne@btconnect.com 
Helene Donohoe

Barn Dance tickets selling fast

Hinxworth Archers are having an open evening for all local boys 
and girls on Friday 18th September from 6.00 to 8.00pm. Come along 
to the Recreation Ground in Francis Road, Hinxworth and have a go.

have a go at archery
At the invitation of Hinxworth Archery Club’s accredited coaching 
team, local children between the ages of 8 to 16  are invited to learn 
some archery skills and have a go at shooting at a proper archery target 
and meet some of our Junior Archers. Entry fee is just a small token 
charge of £1.00 per child for the event. All of the proceeds will go to the 
Hinxworth Village Youth Club. 

all children 8 to 16 years welcome
Each child must be accompanied by a parent or responsible adult family 
member or guardian.

Archery for youngsters

One of the country’s most acclaimed young conductors is coming to 
Letchworth. Benjamin Goodson is a rising star of the choral world, leading 
several prestigious choirs and now enjoying a growing international reputation.

More used to grand venues such as St Martins in the Fields and Wells 
Cathedral, Ben will shortly be in Letchworth for one day only, leading 
a group singing workshop organised by City Chorus. He is well known 
at home and abroad, for his workshops and teaching, having recently 
been booked to tutor a choir from Shanghai.

no need to have a fantastic voice
The workshop on 12th September is free of charge and open to anyone aged 18 
and over. No need to read music. No need to have a fantastic voice. Just come 
and sing as part of a group in beautiful four part harmony.

Singing reduces stress, improves posture and breathing, reduces blood pressure 
and has been proven to have an all round beneficial effect on health and well-being.

Venue: Letchworth Free Church, 10.00am til 4.00pm. Email An-
nacitychorus@gmail.com for more info or to reserve a place.
Jo Johnson

Sing and relieve stress

and Hinxworth does it again!
Our village archery club Hinxworth Archers achieved a momentous 
result in their penultimate match in the Hertfordshire Summer League 
on the 9th August. Shooting at home against our opponents Howard 
Bowmen of Lemsford, the only other unbeaten team in the league, we 
were up against their strongest team for years. It was always going to be 
a tough match with Howard fielding their two newly acquired Swedish 
international champions Jessica and Freja Nilsson in their team. 

borrowed recurve bow
Not to be outdone, Hinxworth managed to field our current U.K. Master 
compound winner Neil Bridgewater using his dad’s borrowed recurve 

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

                                                                       
We are celebrating 100 years of the Women’s Institute.
Please join us for afternoon tea, champagne punch and 

delicious cakes.
This is an invitation to all residents and families in the 

Village Voice distribution area.
Incidental mood music and separate activities for the 

children. Do come and enjoy a family afternoon with friends 
and neighbours and help us to celebrate 100 years of this 
very special organisation.
President & Members, Hinxworth & Edworth WI

Next meeting of the WI is on Thursday September 10th, Speaker   is 
Paula Priestley on the The Sue Ryder and St. Johns Hospice 7.45 pm  in 
the Village Hall, Hinxworth.

Free Champagne Tea
Sunday 20th September at 3pm in the Village Hall.

bow for the occasion. After three and a half hours of top level competi-
tion, Hinxworth emerged victorious on a five man team score of 2982 
against Howards 2789.Top scorers were Neil from Hinxworth 635 and 
Jessica  from Howard 629.

Hinxworth’s Junior team went one better by winning 1946 to How-
ard’s 1801. Top scorers our youngest member 10 year old Evie Bridgewater 
on 573 and Ella Barrett from Howard on 509.

Hinxworth Archers dominate league
Hinxworth are currently in first position in all categories of the Hert-
fordshire Summer Leagues, Compound, Recurve and Longbow. Our 
Junior club is also unbeaten top of the Hertfordshire Junior League. Our 
final match at home on the 20th September is against Royston Heath. 
Hinxworth Archery Club and Hinxworth Junior Archery Club



Beware of Phone Fraudsters

September 10th WI meeting  Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
September 13th Heritage Open Day Caldecote Church 12 - 5 pm
September 14th “Pilates and Physiotherapy” talk, Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
September 20th WI Champagne Tea, see page 1
September 25th Barn Dance at Hinxworth Village Hall
October 3rd and 4th Ashwell Book Weekend, St Mary’s Church see page  4
October 4th Harvest Festival St George’s Church Edworth 10.15 am
October 17th Words & harp music concert St Nicholas Church, see page 4
November 28th Christmas Bazaar 2pm - 4pm Hinxworth Village Hall

Dates for your diary

Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas Church, as a service to the community                  Village Voice  can be read in full colour at www.hinxworth.info 

You may be aware that this hospital has been undergoing major re-
building works for some time. It is re-opening in a phased programme 
the first stage of which occurred in May when the new £30m URGENT 
CARE CENTRE opened its doors to patients. No appointment is nec-
essary at the UCC which treats minor injuries and illnesses. There is a 
drop-off point right outside the front door for those who are unable to 
walk very far. The Urgent Care Centre can treat fractures and broken 
bones, burns and scalds, muscle and joint injuries such as strains, sprains, 
sudden back or neck pain and other soft tissue injuries, bites, stings, 
cuts, bruises and grazes, foreign bodies stuck in ears or noses, minor 
head or eye injuries.

children’s and young people’s zone
The new QEII has over 300 clinical rooms equipped with the latest 
specialist equipment. Services available include ante-natal appointments, 
breast clinic, MRI and CT scans, therapy treatments using a purpose-
built gym and a specially-designed children’s and young people’s zone.

Visitors driving to the new QEII will benefit from a 345 space pay-on-
exit car park with disabled places close to the front door. Drop-off areas 
allow 15 minutes free parking. There are bike racks and a nearby bus stop.

For more information go to www.newqeii.info

A man in Hatfield recently lost his life savings to fraudsters. The man, 
in his 60s, was phoned at home several times by someone claiming to be 
from Microsoft. They asked if his computer was slow and offered to fix any 
issues for a small sum of money. The caller then talked the victim through 
a number of processes on the computer under the pretence of fixing it. 
This included accessing a website and downloading a program from it.

life savings stolen
After this, he was instructed to provide payment using online banking. 
The man did this five times but each time the caller said the process 
hadn’t worked. It was only after the calls that the man checked his bank 
account and realised his life savings had been stolen.

Similar scams have recently been attempted by callers claiming to be 
from BT or “Talk Talk”. Please share this alert, especially with people 
who are at home in the daytime and may receive these calls.

Protect yourself:
Be sceptical of unexpected callers: they may not be who they say. 

Never pay unexpected callers.
Computer firms, like Microsoft, never make unsolicited phone calls 

or send unsolicited emails, requesting personal information or offering to 
fix people’s computers. If you have a problem, you should contact them, 
using the contact details found on your contract or another trusted source.

Never allow anyone to remotely access your computer as they could 
access your personal data, damage your machine, or if you access your 
bank account during the call, take your money.
Neighbourhood Watch

 New Urgent Care Centre at QE2

Harvest Festival for Edworth and Hinxworth will be celebrated at 
St George’s Church, Edworth on Sunday October 4th at 10.15 am. It 
will be a family service and all are welcome. No service at Hinxworth.

Harvest Festival at Edworth

The long awaited pool party finally arrived and we were all delighted. 
The weather was great. We all gathered in the Hartree garden bringing 
along various inflatables, diving sticks and the contents of the snack 
cupboard so HYP HOP Sweet Shop could be set up for sustenance 
during the evening!

We welcomed along Megan and Caoimhme who are Imogen and 
Heidi’s cousins who were over from Ireland.

After over an hour’s fun in the pool we enjoyed the sausages and burg-
ers that Andy had cooked on the barbecue. Gus  had devised a football 
penalty shoot-out competition with him in goal so we all had a go at that, 
even me in my high heels….and I scored a goal! I beat Thomas, he was 
most disgruntled! It got very tense with the Bentley sisters going head 
to head in round three, there was some fierce family competition going 
on. Heidi finally beat Imogen, and Gus awarded her the prize of a pair 
of swimming goggles. We all then retired poolside to enjoy a fabulous 
chocolate cake that Gus had baked. We all thanked Jane, Andy and Gus 
for inviting us into their home for a great HYP session. 

jewellery sale makes £48.50 for funds
A big well done to Grace and Millie who organised a jewellery sale at Mid-
dle Farm House last week and were helped by Elizabeth & Heidi. The girls 
raised £48.50 for HYP. I am delighted that the children continue to use 
their initiative and take responsibility for helping to run their youth club.

bat safari punt on the Cam
Our next session, 11th September, we are going on a Wildlife Trust Bat Sa-
fari Punt from Cambridge towards Grantchester Meadows. How exciting!
Jayne Whitfield

HYP pool party at the Hartrees



Visit the old houses transformed into 
homes of the future

You can get the inside story on some exceptional home improvement 
projects this September as SuperHome Open Days return. SuperHomes 
are older homes refurbished by their owners for much greater comfort, 
lower bills and far fewer carbon emissions - at least 60% less! 

what’s in a SuperHome?
These are some of the UK homes most improved for energy use, making 
them fit for the future. Most have superior insulation; many have alterna-
tive heating sources and some produce their own energy. 

In every SuperHome you can learn about a range of installed technolo-
gies. Examples include heat pumps, solar panels, advanced ventilation 
and water saving devices; also triple glazing, wood stoves and all types of 
insulation. Tours and Q&A sessions will let you quiz the owners, so you 
can discover what worked and get frank feedback on anything that didn’t.
You can visit over 50 refurbished Victorian, Edwardian and post-war 
properties in September. Most will open during Heritage Open Days 
(10-13 Sep) and Open House London (19/20 Sep). SuperHome Open 
Days are coordinated by the National Energy Foundation. Entry is free. 

To find out more or to pre-book a place on a free tour, visit www.
superhomes.org.uk 
Gordon Glass
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We have had three reports in the last few days of people having their 
purses stolen from their handbags. We would like to take this opportunity 
to remind you to keep your purse or handbags with you at all times when 
out and about. Please remember  not to leave your purse or handbag 
on display or unattended. This includes not placing it in your shopping 
trolley whilst in the supermarket. When using a credit or debit card use 
your hand or body to shield your pin number from prying eyes or hid-
den cameras. Don't write your pin number down. Using this  advice will 
reduce the chances of thief getting access to your money.
Neighbourhood Watch

Keep purses and handbags safe

Proud Betty and Ben

Saturday 4th July was a special day for us.  Our grandson, Ben, has  
been at the Sixth Form Military College, Welbeck, near Loughborough 
for the last two years studying for his ‘A’ levels.  Saturday was the last 
day for him and the other 2nd year students. It was the Passing Out 
Parade. Never having seen him before in his RAF uniform we just had to 
go!  In  the morning we listened to speeches and applauded the students 
who collected prizes and after a picnic lunch took our places around 
the parade ground.  

resplendent ram
The parade began with music from the Royal Marines, Portsmouth 
complete with a resplendent and very well behaved ram mascot.  Next 
came the student marching bands which included four pipers, after 
which a Hurricane aircraft roared overhead and performed several circuits 
around us.  I would have liked to have seen the Red Arrows fly past but 
no such luck!  Then came the moment we had been waiting for.  On 
to the Parade ground marched the RAF, Army, Navy and MOD units 
looking very smart and not a step out of place.  Although Ben is in the 
MOD unit he wears an RAF uniform and to see him march past com-
plete with rifle and looking very professional, was for Betty and Suzie, 
Ben’s mother, quite an emotional experience. 

duke drops in
The Duke of Edinburgh, who had flown in by helicopter, inspected the 
‘troops’ and presented some more prizes.  We are so proud that Ben was 
able to complete his gruelling two years at Welbeck as, apart from study-
ing for the A levels, he also had the tough military training to undergo 
and also domestic duties like washing and ironing.  No mollycoddling at 
Welbeck!  Following his A level results Ben is going to Northumberland 
University after a well deserved holiday abroad.
Betty & Ed Thorn

Oak Room Opened
The Rector of Ashwell with 

Hinxworth and Newnham, the Rev-
erend Robert Evens formally opened 
and blessed the new Oak Room at 
St Nicholas Church on August 1st 
and 2nd. Villagers and our new local 
Councillor Janine Paterson attended 
and enjoyed exploring the new facilities 
and sampling tea and delicious cakes 
and biscuits.

thanks and looking 
forward 

Robert congratulated Churchwarden Geoff Burrows on designing and 
managing the project. He thanked all who had been involved and who 
had generously given to the appeal. He particularly thanked Eric Sore 
and Barry Huber for spear-heading the Appeal and looked forward to 
all manner of uses to which the building could be put by individuals 
and village groups.
Patrick Forbes
please sponsor Nicky on Hospice walk
I shall be taking part in the 10 mile Garden House Hospice 25th 

anniversary Starlight Walk on Saturday 12th September at 10 pm in 
Letchworth. I shall be walking in memory of my late father in law who 
received wonderful care in his last days at the Hospice.

If you would like to sponsor me, please visit my justgiving web page 
www.justgiving.com/Nicky-Williams26  Many thanks.
Nicky Williams, 26 Francis Road.

Casey and Jake marry at St Nicholas

Casey Paine and Jake Jones were married on Saturday August 22nd 
in a crowded church and on a beautiful afternoon. The reception was at 
The Three Horseshoes. We wish them well in their new life together.

picture by KRJ Photography



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

September 6th 10.15 am Family service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  
September 13th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
September 20th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
September 27th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth    
                    9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 
October 4th 10.15 am Harvest Festival, St George’s,  Edworth

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101 or 112 from a mobile.

Soup Lunch
September Soup lunch will be on 

Friday 11th September 12.30 - 2pm.  
Hinxworth Village Hall.  All welcome.

On the beat

Christmas Bazaar
Father Christmas already has it in 

his diary for Saturday 28th Novem-
ber 2015.For tables and more details 
please contact Jan on 01462 742258.

On the weekend 1/2nd August 
I was clearing out the house in 
Francis Road. Most went into the 
large skip I hired. 

I went out for brunch on the 
Sunday and on arriving back I was 
amazed to see that three cases of old 
vinyl single records had been taken 
from the skip. Although this was 
not a problem to me I was amused 
to note the old saying of one man’s 
rubbish is anothers treasure.

On a personal note may I just 
thank you all in Hinxworth for nearly 
30 years amongst the community.

Best wishes,
Frank Croton

Must be a record

Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Chief Con-
stable Andy Bliss visited the town centre in 
Royston and the village of Barley with Royston 
Safer Neighbourhood Team, SNT, on July 27 
to see the work officers are undertaking to 
tackle current crime and policing issues in the 
district. One local concern currently is speeding motorists.

The Chief patrolled on foot around the village of Barley, visiting 
roads that were causing most concern in the High Street and London 
Road with Royston’s Safer Neighbourhood Team Sergeant Guy West-
wood and Royston Rural PC Mike Hardiman. They also patrolled in 
Royston town centre.

Chief Constable Andy Bliss said: “Working with their local communi-
ties, our Safer Neighbourhood Team officers set specific long-term priori-
ties to focus on, as well as tackling day to day issues. These will be the top 
three or four problems that most concern local people.  I am keen to learn 
about these concerns and to see how our officers are addressing them.”

speeding is local concern
“Tackling speeding in Royston town centre and the villages of Barley, 
Barkway, Therfield, Weston, Hinxworth and Ashwell is a current priority 
for Royston’s Safer Neighbourhood Team following feedback received 
from members of the public.”

To reduce the problem, SNT officers and dedicated Special Constables 
have been monitoring the speed of cars passing through affected roads 
and holding regular speed enforcement operations.  Additionally, SNT 
officers have been working alongside volunteers from the Police and 
Crime Commissioner’s Community Drive Safe scheme which has been 
devised to tackle speeding in affected areas.

Royston Safer Neighbourhood Team’s Sergeant Guy Westwood, said: 
“We were very pleased to welcome the Chief Constable to show him 
areas in Barley and Royston town centre that are experiencing speeding 
and how we are tackling it.”

determined to reduce speeding
“In the past few months we have received more reports regarding speeding 
in Royston and the near-by villages.  The speeding experienced in these areas 
is thankfully no worse than other villages and town centres in Hertfordshire, 
but drivers speeding along these roads are committing an offence, are a 
danger to themselves and other road users and are causing concern to local 
people - so we are determined to do what we can to reduce it.”

tell us about problems
The Chief Constable added: “I was delighted to join my officers on pa-
trol yesterday to see the positive work they are doing and to meet local 
people – an important part of my job. I would encourage residents in 
Royston and its nearby villages to continue to make your local policing 
team aware of any problems with crime or anti-social behaviour that are 
concerning you so we can respond appropriately. Thieves hit garages

Two garage burglaries took 
place in Hinxworth this month, 
one between Tuesday, July 7th 
and Wednesday, July 8th and the 
other between Friday, July 24th 
and Saturday, July 25th. 

The offenders removed tools 
and alloy wheels from both loca-
tions. Unfortunately no evidence 
was found at the scene and no wit-
nesses have come forward.

caravan damaged
Another incident of criminal 

damage took place between July 
1st and 31st when a caravan parked 
in Hinxworth was tampered with 
and damaged.

Ashwell Patients Group
invites you to a talk on “Pilates 

and Physiotherapy - maintaining 
a healthy body” by  Katherine 
McGoldrick on Monday 14th 
September 7.30 pm, refreshments 
from 7.15pm at Ashwell Surgery.

Sunday September 13th.   
12.00 to 5.00pm.   Heritage Open 
Day.  We are again participating  in 
this national event.  Come along 
and bring your friends. Browse 
round the church, now looking 
much neater.  Pick out desirable 
items from the bric-a-brac stall.   
Enjoy delightful tea and cakes.   
Free entry.  Ample parking.

Candle-lit carols
 Saturday December 5th.  . 

3.30pm and 6.pm.Communal 
carol singing, harmonium ac-
companiment, seasonal readings, 
mulled wine, mince pies. Due 
to big demand for tickets to this 
highly popular event, there will 
be two sessions.   Entry is by ticket 
only - £10 each.  Please  email  
Hugh Mulholland - hughmul-
holland@hotmail.com or phone 
01462 637366, specifying your 
full contact details, how many 
tickets are required, and which 
session is preferred.

Caldecote Church

Words & Music
Saturday October 17th at St. 

Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, we 
present an evening of words and 
harp music given by Catherine 
Dunlop and Ursula Grainger.

The concert will start at 7.30 
pm. Tickets £10 to include a 
glass of wine from Patrick Forbes, 
01462 742015 or send email  to 
patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Please send all copy and pictures for October Village 
Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. 
E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.com by September 20th. 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

The 16th Ashwell Book week-
end will take place in St. Mary’s 
Church, Ashwell on Saturday, 3rd 
October from 10.00am – 5.00pm 
and on Sunday 4th October from 
2.00–5.00pm. Hundreds of books 
of all types for sale at very reason-
able prices. 

bargains for all
Entry £1. Children free. Refresh-
ments available. All proceeds to the 
Church Restoration Appeal.

Book these  dates

Free to good pond
Nice portion of water lily. To be 

split.  Generous supply of pink lilies 
and  foliage This mature plant needs 
no pot, it’s happiest sitting on top of 
the pond with root laid on bottom of 
pond.If you have room in your pond 
please contact Jack on 01462 743104. 


