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Please send all copy and pictures for September’s edition to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, or 
e-mail copy and pictures to villagevoice3@gmail.com by August 
20. Thank you.

Hinxworth & Edworth WI craft fair
 Autumn Lunch, Food and Craft Fair. October 28 in Hinxworth 

and Edworth Village Hall 11am – 4pm.  Come along and buy early 
for  Christmas.  If anyone is interested or knows anyone interested in 
booking a free pitch please contact Debbie Birdsey on 01462 743364. 
Booking fee £10, refundable on the day - get in touch as soon as you 
can as space is limited. 

»  Village Voice  «Village Voice
Heidi Bentley and her mother Sonja 

returned from the Dance World Cup in 
Germany on  Sunday  July 2. Great news 
- Heidi won a silver medal in the Senior 
Song and Dance category. The England 
team won 2 golds, 2 silvers and 1 bronze 
- which is a fabulous team result.

Heidi, 13, dances with the Footworks 
School of Dance and Musical Theatre in 
Stevenage. She rang me on a crackly line 
from Pokhara in Nepal where she was 
on holiday. “I was so happy, there was a 

 At this very exciting time, Ashwell Primary School is looking for 
two new Community Governors.  Being a Governor is a rewarding and 
effective way of making a voluntary contribution to your community 
and to the lives of local young people. Community Governors are ap-
pointed by the Governing Body to represent local interests.  They live 
or work in the community served by the school and have a keen interest 
in the school’s success.

what are governors?
Governing Bodies are strategic leaders in schools. Governors meet a mini-
mum of twice a term and include parents, teachers and support staff at 
the school, local council representatives and community representatives. 

The Head Teacher is accountable to the Governing Body whose role 
is to set the aims and objectives of the school together with the Head 
Teacher in line with national guidelines and to monitor progress.

Do you have
•	 An	interest	in	our	children’s	future
•	 Time,	energy	and	enthusiasm
•	 A	desire	to	make	a	difference
•	 Readiness	to	accept	responsibility
•	 An	ability	to	work	in	a	team
•	 The	ability	to	look	at	issues	objectively	and
         are you happy to ask questions, listen and learn?
If so, you could have what it takes to join one of the largest volunteer 

groups in the country, working with others to get the best for our children.

what is the governing body’s role? 
The Governing Body of our school plays a key role in: 

•	 setting	targets	for	raising	standards	of	educational	achievement	
•	 monitoring	progress	towards	meeting	these	targets	
•	 finding	the	right	balance	between	supporting	and	challenging	

the performance of the Head Teacher and, therefore, the performance 
of his/her staff and the school as a whole 

•	 deciding	policy	and	future	development	plans	
•	 upholding	good	governance	and	working	towards	the	success		

              of the school.
If you are interested, please contact Tracy Bowen, School Business 

Manager,	for	an	application	form.	Or	to	find	out	more	about	the	role	
and the appointment process please contact the Headteacher, Mr Eng-
land to discuss. Please e-mail admin@ashwell.herts.sch.uk. as e-mails are 
monitored during school holidays.

Song and dance Heidi wins silverBe a Governor of Ashwell School

In the afternoon of Tuesday 11 July, the Benham’s home was broken 
into.	No	one	was	at	the	property	in	New	Inn	Road	but	the	alarm	was	
activated. Within a short space of time, approx 20 minutes, the Ben-
hams and Police arrived but there was no sign of intruders. Entry was 
via the locked back door, which had been forced open. The intruders 
had searched for cash, jewellery and car keys. They found one set of keys 
and	stole	Chris’s	Mercedes,	but	were	unable	to	find	anything	else.	The	
car had a tracker and was found later that day.

be vigilant, car crime on increase
The Police are currently investigating the crime and urge everyone to be 
extra vigilant as there has recently been a marked increase in this type 
of theft.

Mercedes stolen in broad daylight

Grace	Whitfield	and	Heidi	Bentley	are	holding	an	Afternoon	Tea	and	
Bake Sale in aid of Stand By Me Bereavement Support. We think that 
this is a great charity as it offers support for young people who have lost 
somebody who is close or who has somebody close who is very ill. It is 
a	local	based	charity	in	North	Herts.	If	you	want	to	find	out	more,	the	
website is www.stand-by-me.org.uk 

book the date: August 13 2-5 pm 
This event will be held on Sunday  August 2pm till 5pm in the garden, 
Middle Farm, Chapel Street. We would be so grateful if you could come 
along and support this event.

Take tea and support young bereaved

Race Night at the Village Hall
Saturday 16 September 7.30 pm – first race 8pm.

Come and join us for a fun evening to raise funds for the new kitchen 
in the hall. There will be a licensed bar but bring your own snacks if you 
wish.	Entry	tickets	are	just	£1.00	and	can	be	bought	from	Jan	Raynham	
on 01462 742258 or Helene 07890 212194 or Debbie 07446 357556.

prizes for owners
There are eight races with eight horses in each race; the winning owner will 
win the prize donated by the sponsor for that race. All bets are limited to 
£2.00 across the board. Horses can be bought and named by their owners.

 If you would like to buy a horse or sponsor a race please contact 
Barry Huber on 07850 418589 for more information.

We have a lot of interest so it should be a fun evening.
Village Hall Management Committee

great atmosphere, lots of crying and shouting.” 

not sure about dance career
I asked Heidi whether she was considering a career in dancing. “I’m not 
sure yet,”  she said. The  Dance  World Cup ran from June 24th until July 
2nd. Congratulations to Heidi and her teachers at the School of Dance.
Patrick Forbes



Cope with a medical emergency
My	name	 is	Rob	and	I	attended	the	village	on	 the	 fourth	of	 July	

to demonstrate basic resuscitation and how easy it is to use the village 
defibrillator.	Sadly	some	of	you	could	not	attend	that	night.

Firstly, try not to panic.  If it is night time turn all the house lights 
“We	moved	to	Ashwell	a	little	over	two	years	ago	when	Robert	took	

over	the	Benefice	of	Ashwell,	Hinxworth	and	Newnham.	To	begin	with,	
I saw my role as supporting him in its many aspects…..trying to remind 
him of what he has to do and where he has to be! Needing to minister to 

From Pony ride to Rectory
Michael Baim meets Caroline Evens

his parishioners, I saw myself being very 
much part of that. However, like all things, 
it hasn’t quite turned out like that. It is so 
much better.”

Caroline has known the area for many 
years. As a twelve year old she used to ride 
from Letchworth to Ashwell on her pony 
to	the	Rose	and	Crown	and	order	a	Coca	
Cola and a Mars Bar. “I never dreamt as a 
child	that	one	day	I	would	be	living	in	Ashwell	as	a	Rector’s	wife”.	Her	
hen party was at the Bushel and Strike. 

an accountant not a rector
In the short time that Caroline has been here she has managed not only 
to	support	Robert	in	his	work	but	also	has	carved	out	a	separate	role	for	
herself. “I am not just a vicar’s wife, but am my own woman” she says.
Having been a vicar’s wife for over sixteen years, she fully understands 
how it all works. “When I married, I married an accountant and not a 
Rector,”	she	reminisces.	“Life	was	organised	and	I	knew	what	each	day	
held in store. No longer. Days cannot be planned in that way.”

Outside of the church, Caroline now runs the Ashwell Mothers’ 
Union which she was asked to start in November 2016. It is now thriv-
ing and has 28 active members. She is looking for more so if anyone is 
interested they should contact her.  In addition, she volunteers at the 
Garden House Hospice working in the beverage room looking after the 
residents. She sings in the church choir in the evenings as well.  Another 
interest is being a Trustee for the Carlton Educational Trust, a charity in 
Bedfordshire	involved	in	distributing	funds	for	the	benefit	of	children	
and youth of the county. A busy lady! 

part of the community
I asked her what she enjoyed the most. “I honestly see the sharing of so 
many	people’s	lives	as	an	absolute	privilege.	The	people	of	the	benefice	
are so kind, helpful and friendly and I enjoy being able to reciprocate 
and being part of the community.” Family life is also very important to 
her.	With	a	son	and	two	grandchildren	in	Reading,	both	she	and	Robert	
try and see them as often as possible.

“We both have to be available 24 hours a day,” Caroline continues…..
now	really	getting	into	her	stride.	“So	very	often	we	are	the	first	point	of	
reference to a caller and I have learnt not be fazed. As there hadn’t been a 
Rector’s	wife	here	for	quite	a	while,	I	have	found	it	an	absolute	pleasure	
in	supporting	Robert	and	being	able	to	be	involved	in	so	many	activities.	
Sometimes, though, I have to accept that the church comes before me. I 
hope	I	find	the	strength	to	accommodate	this.	I	try	to	balance	the	sup-
port	I	give	and	my	own	individuality.	We	live	in	a	very	happy	benefice	
and we hope that everyone feels able to rely on us.”

Finally I asked her what motivates her. “A sense of conscience and 
wanting to make a difference,” was her reply.  What a lovely comment 
to end on from a very modern and forward-looking lady.
Michael Baim

on. This will help the ambulance 
paramedic	crew	find	you.

Call 999 as soon as possible if you 
suspect someone is not breathing or not 
breathing normally following a heart 
attack.   If the patient is unconscious 
and unresponsive it is vital that you get 
urgent help via the emergency services.

collect the AED
Your	 village	 now	has	 a	 defibrillator	
kept in the car park to the left of The 
Three Horseshoes and is available to 
all to use in the case of someone in 
cardiac	arrest. 	The	earlier	the	defibril-
lator shock is given after they stop breathing, the higher the chance of 
survival.	Therefore,	get	someone	to	collect	the	defibrillator	(AED)	and	
bring it to the casualty. 

The AED is so easy to use and it cannot shock a live patient by mistake, 
so don’t worry - it will only shock if it sees a shockable rhythm that is 
associated with cardiac arrest. 

Turn on the machine and listen to the voice prompts. It will talk 
you	through	what	to	do. 	Remember,	it	cannot	shock	a	live	patient	but	
if you are touching the patient you can get a shock yourself.  Only do 
what the AED says. 

CPR	is	essential	to	preserve	life	and	if	you	do	not	have	access	to	the	
AED	start	CPR	promptly.

Open the patient’s airway by tilting their head back and check for 
normal breathing for up to ten seconds.  

not breathing normally?
Not breathing normally?   Then, locate the centre of the patient’s breast- 
bone and with two hands locked together depress the chest 5-6cms  at 
a speed of two compressions a second. Then pinch the patients nose . 
Whilst tilting the head back make a seal with your lips over their lips and 
breathe into their mouth twice to inflate the lungs. Each breath should 
take about one second. Continue to repeat this cycle until help arrives 
or the patient regains consciousness and tries to communicate.
Rob Payne

Male Voice Choir wows audience

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir gave a splendid concert at St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth on  July 8. Guest soprano Lucy Black 
was on great form. The concert raised over £500 for church funds.

Beware Dunton Road canyon

Most sane people agree that potholes are dangerous and destructive. 
Lives are hazarded and vehicles are expensively damaged. Potholes are not 
the only dangers facing road users in an age of austerity and poor road 
maintenance. Your Editor went to see a notorious danger spot for himself. 
The road surface on the road from the A1 to Dunton has a deep canyon 
some yards short of the road sign warning of the bend and junction with 
the	road	to	Edworth.	I	measured	the	drop	at	between	five	and	six	inches.	
The white line marking the edge of the road is fading. Maybe Central 
Bedfordshire Highways can sort this out. I have reported the problem.



August 4 HYP meeting Hinxworth
August 5 Garden Party, Kirby Manor, High Street Ashwell 11.30 - 4pm
August 11 Soup Lunch Hinxworth village hall 12.30 - 2 pm
August 13 Afternoon Tea and Bake sale, Middle Farm 2 - 5 pm, page 1
August 19 Cruise the Ouse 2.30 pm
August 20 copy date Village Voice
Sept 5 NHS consultation meeting 7 - 8.30 pm Letchworth see page 4
Sept 7 Hinxworth Parish Council meeting village hall 7 pm
Sept 14 Hinxworth & Edworth WI meeting 7.15 for 7.30 village hall
Sept	16	Race	Night,	Hinxworth	Village	Hall	7.30	pm
Oct 28 Autumn Lunch, Food & Craft Fair. Hinxworth Village Hall 11-4pm
If you want events listed here, contact villagevoice3@gmail.com

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WIHinxworth Parish Council
 Note of a meeting of the Council held on July 7 in the village hall.
Present:	Mr	R.	Cobb,	Chairman;	Mr	R.	 Lewis,	Vice-Chairman;																																																																	

Mr E. Sore; Mr D. Osmond, Mr N. Tiffin. Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. 
Also present Steve Jarvis, Hertfordshire County Councillor.

  The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked Steve Jarvis for at-
tending and congratulated him on his election as County Councillor. He 
intends to attend every Hinxworth Parish Council meeting in the future.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed
2. Correspondence:	Notification	has	been	 received	 regarding	 the	

Merchant Navy Flag Day on September 3. This will be passed to Graham 
White for him to see the appropriate flag is flown on that day.

3. Finance: The Chairman thanked Steve Jarvis for the £250 funding 
towards the lawn mower for the Allotmenteers, and the Clerk for her help 
in arranging the funding. A 2% salary increase for the Clerk, backdated 
to April 1 2017 was agreed.

4. Highways: The Chairman met with the Clerk, and potholes were 
identified	to	be	reported	yet	again	to	Highways.	To	ensure	all	potholes	
from Bury End to the Bedfordshire boundary were the relevant depth, 
the Chairman photographed each of them and then sent pictures of the 
seven potholes to Highways. Four were rejected as being “low prior-
ity”.		Hedges	in	New	Inn	Road	and	Ashwell	Road	are	overgrown.	These	
were again reported to Highways by the Clerk last month. No response 
has	been	received	regarding	New	Inn	Road	and	the	response	regarding	
Ashwell	Road	is	that	the	area	is	“considered	safe”.

Speed Signs:- The Chairman reported the flashing 30mph speed sign in the 
High Street has now been in place for 12 years. Hinxworth is now a “rat-run” 
for vehicles trying to avoid A1 congestion. We need an additional speed sign/
signs in the Village. Steve Jarvis suggested the “smiley faced” solar powered 
signs which record the vehicles’ speed. Many local parishes have them. Help 
with funding is available with a contribution from the Parish Council. The 
Parish Councillors will consider this. Steve Jarvis is to investigate further.  
Steve Jarvis agreed that he will now contact the Highways engineers and 
Ringway,	to	get	these	problems	rectified.	The	Councillors	requested	there	
be another ‘walk the Village’ initiative with Highways representatives and 
the	Contractor	to	ensure	all	issues	are	identified	and	logged	for	action.	

5.Village Hall: The Management Committee continue to fundraise 
for the refurbishment of the kitchen. The Chairman suggested a meet-
ing soon between the VHMC and the Parish Council would be useful.

  6.Recreation Ground: On Sunday July 2 a vehicle was seen on the 
recreation ground doing “wheelies”. A resident obtained the registration 
number and reported it to the Police. The Councillors are to review access 
to the recreation ground to prevent any further incidents.

7.The Tennis Court: Nick Tiffin reported the tennis court surface 
requires further attention. It may require resurfacing. 

8.The Allotments: The Chairman and the Clerk signed the licence 
agreement	for	Jemma	Rayner	from	Sutton	to	take	over	plot	number	four.

9.Any Other Urgent Business: Joe Perricone is building the council web-
site	and	this	should	be	working	soon.	Defibrillator	Training	took	place	in	the	
Village Hall on July 4. All of the 40 people attending felt it was very worth-
while.	The	Chairman	thanked	Russell	Lewis	for	arranging	for	the	purchase,	
installation and training for this vital piece of equipment for the Village. It is 
hoped there will be no necessity for it to be used. 

10. Steve Jarvis  reported on County’s priorities:- highways, the elderly, 
housing and education. Highways - his budget is £80,000 for 2017/2018. 
This has already been mostly allocated. So patching potholes will continue 
with a view to looking at further resurfacing works next year. Elderly 
care is a major issue and priority. Funds are stretched. The local housing 
plan provides additional housing in the area. County are looking at how 
this should be funded, by County or in conjunction with developers.
Schools:- changing demographics in the area throws up many challenges 
for County. But in respect of Ashwell and Hinxworth young people they 
will still be able to attend Ashwell and Knights Templar Schools.

11. Date of the next meeting: Thursday September 7 2017 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
Wendy Kitchener- Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council 

    
  

Thursday July 9, you would have thought, would be a hot summer 
day but oh no, the skies were leaden, threatening to rain at any moment. 
Undaunted the ladies of Hinxworth and Edworth WI and their partners/
husbands met around the swimming pool in the garden of Viv Hughes and 
Geoff Burrows for their WI garden meeting. The rain held off and, if a little 
cool, we all soon warmed up chasing around the garden looking for clues to 
win the garden quiz set by Viv. Who knew the flower pot man was called 
Dan, Dan, and that ducks live in dovecotes sporting red polka dot wellies? 
We welcomed two new members from Biggleswade, got the formal business 
out of the way and then enjoyed a fabulous cream tea with fresh strawber-
ries. Many thanks were extended to Viv & Geoff for hosting the evening. 

meet the Incas in September
Our next meeting on September 14 is an open meeting, anyone can 
attend, starting earlier at 7.15 for 7.30 pm in Hinxworth and Edworth 
Village Hall with our speaker Stafford Steed, who will give a talk,  ‘Along 
the Inca Trail’. However, we shall all get together in August for our 80th 
birthday river trip in Bedford.
Jan Youngman

Our	July	HYP	session	took	place	on	the	Rec	on	a	beautiful	summer’s	
evening.  We were low on numbers as a few people were away on holiday 
but we had enough for a good game of rounders.  Jo Panico was helping 
this month, thanks Jo,  and she showed us all her great hitting skills!  The 
snack bar was open as usual and we had a few other activities including 
toy	planes,	ribbon	spinners	and	foot	jumpers.		We	finished	with	football	
rounders,	the	kids	enjoyed	being	on	the	Rec	and	had	a	great	evening	
together.  Thomas Mills won HYP-star this month.  

Our next session is on Friday 4 August, a week earlier than originally 
planned so please check your diaries, Hypsters.

HYP help needed NOW
Unfortunately we have not had any offers to help with HYP so for now 
we won’t have a session in October.  If you think that you could offer 
some time to help support and run the club please let us know.
Karen Mills  mrsmills@btinternet.com

HYP fun on the Rec



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

August 6 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 13 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
August 20 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 27 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
              9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring	101	if	you	have	suffered	a	crime	or	need	police	within	a	couple	
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Thanks from Heather
Thank you to everyone for all 

the lovely cards and kind words 
from so many people in both 
Hinxworth and Edworth. I have 
written to everyone I know but 
there are some I don’t know at all 
and I would like to thank them if 
possible. Kind regards,
Heather Stanton
My apologies to all for putting 
this in late. It should have 
appeared in July’s edition. Editor.

As the weather improves it is important that 
you do not leave ground floor windows or doors 
open and unlocked unless you are in that room 
- it only takes a second for someone to enter 
your home and take things without you noticing.

Soup Lunch
Join us for a tasty soup lunch 

on Friday August 11 from 12.30 
pm until 2 pm in Hinxworth and 
Edworth Village Hall.

Garden Party,
  Kirby Manor, High  Street, 

Ashwell. Saturday August 5th 
2017, 11.30 - 4pm,  Tea ,Coffee 
,Cake, and Scones. plus  Light 
Lunches 12 - 2pm . in aid of Dia-
palante Charity. 

summer house-care

Please take a moment to have a look at our top tips for keeping your 
property secure over the summer; 

•Always	close	and	lock	your	windows	and	doors	when	leaving	your	
property - even a small open window could entice a burglar

•If	you’re	in	your	garden	make	sure	the	windows	and	doors	at	the	
front of your property are secure

•Do	not	leave	valuables	on	display	through	windows
•Any	car	or	house	keys	 should	be	out	of	 sight	and	some	distance	

from a window or door
•Ensure	that	any	side	entrance	is	secure,	locked	and	not	easy	to	climb	

over, even when you’re at home.
•If	 you	want	 to	 leave	windows	open	while	 you	 sleep,	 fit	window	

restrictors so they cannot be fully opened
•Consider	installing	a	visible	security	light	or	alarm	to	deter	criminals
•If	you’re	going	on	holiday,	make	arrangements	to	make	sure	your	

house appears occupied whilst you’re away. Put your lights on a timer or 
ask a neighbour to come and pick up your mail and draw your curtains. 
Don’t advertise the fact you’re on holiday on social media.

register your valuables
We would also encourage you to register your high end valuables such as 
bikes, mobile phones, laptops etc. on the online property database Immo-
bilise. It’s free to do so, only takes a couple of minutes and could help us 
reunite you with your property should it be stolen. If you see anyone acting 
suspiciously please call the police either on 101 or 999 in an emergency.

80+ Big Breakfasts make £292

The WI served over 80 breakfasts on Sunday July 9 making a profit 
of £292 to help fund a bursary at Denman College and top up WI 
funds. Picture  of Big Breakfast team by Janet Fair.

Brenda Smith adds: We offered an array of English homemade cakes 
from English strawberry meringues to scones with Quince jam, Victoria 
sponge and Banana cake. Our new friends from Italy chatted about their 
town and how beautiful our village was and of families near and far.  As 
we said goodbye all of us were invited to visit them in their homes. Such 
lovely people - despite  the language barrier we found new friends, love 
and friendship.

Italians visit parishes
 On Saturday 15 July, Hinxworth and Ashwell hosted a visit of a 

group of Italians, writes Robert Evens. This was a visit to try and see if 
we could form an ecumenical link. St Alban’s has a Diocesan link with 
the Dioceses of Fano, Pesaro and Urbino 
in the Marche region of Italy. This is sort 
of halfway down on the right hand side 
of Italy. Parishes are encouraged to see if 
they could build  a link with an Italian 
parish. If this could be done it would 
mean an exchange of visits every year or 
two. The group who came to us are from 
a small parish called Mazzaferro which 
is semi-detached to Urbino, a beautiful 
medieval hill-top university	 town,	where	 the	 artist	Raphaël	 lived	 and	
did much of his painting. The visit went very well and we hope to take 
the possibility of a link further. If you are interested in knowing more, 
please contact me on 01462 742277.

NHS Consultation - have your say
Two important NHS consultation papers were launched  in July. The 

consultation period closes on 14 September. Patients are being asked 
about proposals put forward by East and North Herts Clinical Commis-
sioning Group together with its sister body Herts. Valleys  CCG. People 
are being asked for their views on a series of proposals designed to make the 
best use of the money available to the local NHS, while helping as many 
as possible to live healthier, longer lives and avoid preventable illnesses.

challenges face NHS
The consultation is launched as our CCG faces a range of challenges. 
The number of people who need NHS support is increasing and many 
people are living longer, often with complex conditions. National and 
local shortages of NHS staff mean that we have to make sure that doc-
tors’, nurses’ and other specialists’ time is used wisely. We also need to 
encourage people to think carefully about their own wellbeing. You can 
find	out	more	and	give	your	views	by	going	to:	www.healthierfuture.
org.uk/nhsletstalk  As part of the consultation you can attend one of 
these public meetings: - Thursday 31 August, 6-7pm at Broxbourne, 
Hertford	Regional	College,	The	Springs,	EN10	6AE.	Tuesday	5	Sep-
tember, 7-8.30pm at Letchworth, Mrs Howard Memorial Hall, Norton 
Way South, SG6 1NX.  Wednesday 6 September 5-7.30pm at Welwyn 
Garden City, Focolare Centre, 69 Parkway AL8 6JG
Ashwell Patients’ Group

picture by Brenda Smith


