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Christmas Card - last chance

Farrowby Farm for festive foods

A last reminder that if you would like to participate in the Hinxworth 
and Edworth Alternative Christmas Card Scheme, please put your con-
tribution in an envelope and drop it to me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell 
Road, Hinxworth by Monday December 4. Names can’t be added to 
the card after this date.

enhance donation with gift aid
The charities this year are The British Red Cross and Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  Please remember to write your name and address on the enve-
lope, and if you are a UK taxpayer and would like to make a contribution 
through Gift Aid please request a Gift Aid Form from me.
Rachel Giles rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk 

Carol Service with the angels
Sunday December 10 at 4 pm St. Nicholas Church

Please join Hinxworth and Edworth W.I. to celebrate its 80th birthday 
year together with Hinxworth Young People. All welcome, with mince 
pies and mulled wine afterwards.

HYP Poppies keep Remembrance bright

picture: Nick Tiffin
Four members of HYP, Gus Hartree, Elizabeth Tidmarsh, Grace 

Whitfield and Thomas Mills presented the poppies they had made at 
the start of the Remembrance Sunday service in St. Nicholas Church. 
They explained, “Over the last few months we have all been involved 
during our HYP meetings and appreciate all of the milk bottle tops that 
everyone has collected for us! The poppies have been created using lots 
of different materials ranging from recycled wood, coffee lids, hundreds 
of milk bottle tops and two hammers!  We wanted to do something to 
remember all of the fallen heroes who sacrificed their lives for us. This 
is our way of showing our appreciation for the brave people who gave 
their lives to make our lives better.  Thank you.”

 At the end of the service they took the poppies to the war memorial 
where they laid them on either side. Thanks to Hinxworth Young People 
and congratulations on their handiwork, which I hope will feature at 
remembrance services for years to come.
Patrick Forbes

Newnham’s Carol Service
All are welcome to the Carol Service at St. Vincent’s Church, Newn-

ham on Sunday December 10 at 4.30 pm.

Poppy Collections raise £3661 
The total revenue for the Royal British Legion for Ashwell, Hinxworth 

Newnham and Edworth is £3661.10. The marvellous total for Hinxworth 
and Edworth is £828.19, 22.6% of the total, of which £297.50 was col-
lected at the service in St. Nicholas Church

 The Newnham total is £131.93 thanks to Carol Fiske and Alec Ste-
phenson. Thanks to all who collected and all who contributed in any way.

NHS wants your views on radiotherapy
The NHS has launched a consultation on radiotherapy services.

Radiotherapy is a vitally important part of cancer treatment. It can cure 
or alleviate cancer symptoms and is cost effective. It is second only to 
surgery in its effectiveness in treating cancer.

The NHS is investing £130 million in new radiotherapy equipment 
and is seeking to modernise the service appropriately. Your views would 
be welcome and you can express them by visiting:

http://www.enhertsccg.nhs.uk/news/201711/nhs-england-launches-
consultation-modernising-radiotherapy-services

The closing date for the consultation is December 18.
Peter Chapman, Ashwell Patients’ Group

Ashwell at Christmas
 On Saturday December  2 many events will be happening in Ashwell, 

including the Christmas Fair in St.Mary’s Church which will be held 
from 9.30 am – 2.30 pm. Unique and hand-made gifts, cards, cakes, art 
and more. Carol singing by the church choir. Refreshments available.

Winter Wonderland will be in the United Reformed Church and 
the Museum will be open, as will some local businesses. Guides will be 
gift-wrapping and providing refreshments in the Church Room.

The Editor and all involved in the production and distribu-
tion of Village Voice wish you a very joyful Christmas.

Carols by Candlelight are again upon us.  This year we are hosting 
two sessions: 2 December 2017, 4.30 pm, already fully booked, and 
9 December 2017 - two services: 3.30 - 4.30 pm and 6.00 - 7.00 pm. 
Mince pies and mulled wine.  Ticketed event only.  To apply, please visit 
our website, caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk, 

Candle-lit Carols at Caldecote

Welcome, Jessica

Jessica Cross was confirmed 
with six others by the Bishop of 
Hertford in St. Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell, on November 13. She 
attends St.Nicholas Church.

Patronal Festival

We will be celebrating Saint 
Nicholas, our patron saint, at Saint 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth with 
a Communion service on Decem-
ber 3 at 10.15 am. Do come.



Dec 2 Ashwell at Christmas, events from 9.30 am see page 1
Dec 3 St Nicholas Patronal Festival, St Nicholas Church 10.15 am
Dec 4 closing date for Christmas card sceheme
Dec 7  Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 7 pm
Dec 8 Soup Lunch Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
Dec 9 Caldecote candle-lit carol services,  3.30 pm and 6 pm, see p1
Dec 10 Carol Service with Angels St. Nicholas Church 4 pm
Dec 10 Newnham Carol service St. Vincent Church 4.30 pm
Dec 15 Hinxworth and Edworth WI meeting Village Hall 7 pm
Dec 15 copy deadline for January’s Village Voice
Dec 17 Festival Eucharist St. Nicholas Church 11 am, note time
Dec 18 deadline for NHS radiotherapy consultation, see page 1
Dec 24 Midnight Communion, St.Nicholas Church 11.30 pm
Dec 25 Christmas Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham 9.30 am
Dec 25 Readings and carols, St. Nicholas Church Hinxworth 10 am 

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
On Thursday evening November 9 it was time for the WI to start 

preparing for Christmas. Claire Hay, one of our members, was to show 
us how to make a Christmas decoration. She had a friend with her who 
obviously had done all this before and was willing to show us how. 
Claire masterminded the operation. First we were given a polystyrene 
ball,  about the size of a cricket ball. This had a string put in the top of 
it with which to hang the finished article. We were then provided with a 
paint brush, a pot containing glue, two or three small squares of coloured 
paper and a small collection of “jewels”. First we had to tear the paper 
up in to small pieces, then cover the ball with the glue, and fix the paper 
on the ball until it was all covered. I looked at mine and thought it was  
a bit boring. I hadn’t reckoned on the jewels. Putting on another thin 
layer of glue I stuck these jewels all over the ball at strategic points and, 
hey presto, I had a finished article, I must admit that when they were all 
hung on an airer to dry they did look surprisingly good, so all you good 
people in the village who don’t come to WI, you can now make your 
own decorations for your tree.

a Christmas cracker
Our next meeting;  A Christmas Cracker, our Christmas Dinner with 
guest speaker Vic Botterill,  -  for WI members only,  Village Hall 
Hinxworth   7pm. 15 December 2017.

2018, January’s meeting   Jan 11 2018, 7.30 Village Hall, Hinxworth. 
Speaker; Patrick Forbes — “a life on the radio.”

‘I don’t model memories,’ - John Mills.
Michael Baim meets world class sculptor

Hidden deep in rural Hertfordshire, in a house dating from the 14th 
century, lies a world of magic  and mystery……..a world of imagination 

and vision…a world of ideas and invention…the world of John Mills, one of 
the UK’s greatest modern sculptors. Renowned internationally for his work, 
John moved to Hinxworth, with his wife Jo, in 1966 from Digswell.

“After much searching around I chose the house in Hinxworth, as the ac-
commodation it offered was exactly what I was looking for, space for my studio, 
land for my sculptures. My studio, in particular, has to meet the many criteria 
I seek, especially as I’m often in there at so many different times of the day.”

£100 for a recumbent cow
How did it all start? I asked. “Well, almost by default, I went to art school 
at the age of  14 – Hammersmith School of Art. I had a long training 
period!  However, my first experience of sculpture was when I was still a 
student at school. I still remember the thrill I had when my first submission 
to the Royal Academy of a wood engraving was accepted. I was fifteen. 
Subsequent to that, I used to show regularly at its Summer Exhibition.  My 
first commission? I certainly remember that. I was still a student, was paid 
£100 and the subject was a recumbent cow for a gateau to be presented to 
the Queen! I am also a graduate of the Royal College of Arts” 

“Subsequently I was a teacher at St. Albans School of Art and spent 
twenty five years as a teacher, some of which was in the USA….which I 
loved. Youngsters are terrific!”

research is critical
So, the big question. How does a sculpture happen, how does it all start?  
“OK….firstly people find me – I don’t actively promote myself and I tend 
to accept commissions on subjects I find interesting. There was a time, for 
example, when I used to cover a lot of religious subjects. Once I get into 
discussion, I try to convince my sponsor that what I make and the style in 
which I work is what is needed. Research is critical. Talking is so important 
as it prompts imagination and this allows my imagination to be accurate. 
So much of this initial preparation is committed to paper as it then allows 
me to focus. When I’m working on a potential sculpture, I often get my 
inspiration from real life backed up by photos. I don’t model memories.  
By the way, I’ve also written eight books, all on the subject of sculpture.”

no favourite
“I’ve had a fascinating life” John continues and in answer to the ques-
tion as to what is his favourite piece of sculpture, his reply was “No 
favourite. It’s good to see them through other people’s eyes. I’ve also 
had the pleasure of exhibiting in places as diverse as London, Michigan, 
Toronto and Lyon.”

So there you have it…..a great sculptor on our doorstep who has 
covered subjects ranging from “The Women of World War Two” in 
Whitehall to the “Kicking Donkey“ in Guernsey. From religious top-
ics to Lola cars, from war memorials to Royal Mint coins, from Betty 
Boothroyd to mythical characters.

Finally, the perennial question…..if you had the opportunity of inviting 
just three people to dinner,  dead or alive, who would they be? Without too 
much hesitation John answered “Donatello, Pisano and Henry Moore.”  
Michael Baim

Food and Craft Fair Success

The Hinxworth and Edworth WI food and craft fair held in the village 
hall on Saturday October 28 was a great success. The hall was packed with 
stalls with a wide range of food and craft products to tempt the visitors, 
most of whom, it is said, came from beyond the villages.

profit funds Denman College bursary
Profit from the venture, over £300, will fund a bursary for Nicky Wil-
liams of Francis Road, Hinxworth, to study at Denman, the WI College 
in Oxfordshire. 



Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

Note of a meeting held on November 2 in the Village Hall
Pre s e n t :  M r  R .  C o b b ,  C h a i r m a n , V i c e - C h a i r m a n ,                                                          

Mr  D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr N Tiffin, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.
Apologies: Mr R. Lewis, Herts. County Councillor Steve Jarvis.   
1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 5 
October were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed.
2. Finance:   The Precept 2018/2019: to be discussed further at the 
December Parish Council Meeting.
3. Planning: Planning Application ref: 17/02495/1HH Rosemary Lodge, 
High Street, Hinxworth, Baldock SG7 5HF. Hinxworth Parish Councillors 
agree unanimously to object to the above planning application. 
4. Highways: A meeting was held on October 16 with Richard Cobb 
and Eric Sore, Hinxworth Parish Councillors, Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire 
County Councillor and Gary Henning Hertfordshire Highways Assistant 
Highways Manager - North Herts. This was to “Walk the Village” to 
identify the outstanding highways problems. Richard Cobb reported back 
to the Parish Council meeting as follows:- Hedges:  New Inn Road – Gary 
Henning is to investigate who is responsible for cutting the hedges at 
the turn-off at the A I. Likewise he will write to the owners of the land 
along the remainder of New Inn Road requesting them to cut the hedges 
they are responsible for. Cuckoo Corner Ashwell Road - It was agreed 
the hedges in this area required cutting back. Subsequent to the meeting 
Richard Cobb has spoken to Sam Wallace the owner of the land in the 
area and he kindly agreed and has cut back the hedges on his land. The 
Parish Councillors thank him for his co-operation and  hope there will be 
similar co-operation from other land owners in the area. Likewise, Gary 
Henning will write to the other landowners whose land borders Ashwell 
Road to cut the hedges bordering their land. Hertfordshire Highways 
always carried out the work in the past and this has blurred the line as 
to whom is actually responsible for the cutting of the hedges. Potholes: 
It is also unlikely any further funding for repairs will be available until 
the new financial year.
In respect of hedges and potholes, this work is not being carried out any 
more by either Hertfordshire Highways or landowners due to the “cut 
backs” in funding over the past ten years from Central Government to 
both parties. This includes the cuts in the grants to help landowners keep 
their hedges in good order.
The  solar powered “Smiley” Face Speed Sign: The siting of the sign at 
the Ashwell Road end of the Village was discussed. This decision will 
be made nearer the time of its installation. Bridleways/Footpaths: There 
is a Hertfordshire County Council initiative for local Councils/ Parish 
Councils to take over responsibility, should they wish, for the upkeep/
maintenance of these areas with funding available. Hinxworth Parish 
Councillors agreed unanimously to leave this responsibility with Hert-
fordshire County Council.
5. Recreation Ground: The Car Park Barrier: The Parish Councillors 
will discuss at a later date the possibility of a barrier to be installed at 
the far end of the car park at the entrance to the recreation ground. The 
Playground Inspection Report is to be carried out in December.
6.  The Tennis Court: The surface of the tennis court is likely to need 
some maintenance in the future. The Parish Councillors intend to moni-
tor this on an ongoing basis.
7 Any Other Urgent Business: Hinxworth Young People: Karen Mills, 
Chair of HYP, and two young members of HYP, George and Thomas, 
attended the meeting for this item. They showed the Councillors the nine 
poppies HYP had made in respect of Remembrance Day. They intend 
for them to be placed at the War Memorial after the Remembrance Day 
service. The Councillors were very impressed with this HYP project and 
thanked these young people for their intention to carry on the tradition 
of Remembrance Day. 
Hinxworth Parish Council Website: A report is awaited.
8: Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday December 7 2017 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall. 
      The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Hinxworth Parish Council

Another busy night at HYP - we made some sparkling Christmas 
baubles...perhaps a little early but we like to be prepared!  We played 
some pool, stacking cups and tried out some blow-pens.  We ended with 
the usual hide and seek followed by wink murder!  Thomas won Hypstar, 
well done!   Next month’s meeting will be on Friday 8 December.
Karen Mills

HYP prepare for Christmas

Stephanie  and Scott Creevy moved to Hinxworth a year ago. A 
freelance marketeer, she is secretary of the Village Hall Management 
Committee, a school governor in Baldock, and looks after the website 
for Baldock’s Roman Catholic Church. She is also an artist and jeweller. 

Part-time artist and jeweller

own hallmark
“I’ve always been interested in 
making things. I started taking 
jewellery evening classes about 
ten years ago in St. Albans, 
mainly working with silver. I 
got my own hallmark. It’s more 
of a hobby, I make lots of gifts 
for people. Since having the 
children, Rufus aged five, and 
Livia aged three, I haven’t had as 
much time.” Where did the idea 
of making pictures and cards with 
buttons come from? “A friend gave me a picture made with buttons, 
I really liked it and started doing it myself, coming up with different 
ideas. I make monogram cards 
for birthdays, christenings, and 
pictures with pearls and other em-
bellishments for weddings and an-
niversaries. I have sold through the 
website Etsy.com. Friends ask me 
to make things for them. If people 
want things they can come and talk 
to me. A friend has just asked me to 

Stephanie exhibited at the WI food and craft fair in the Village Hall in 
October.  “It went alright. People have asked me to make things for them.”
Contact Stephanie at steph.creevy@gmail.com
Patrick Forbes

make a superhero cape for her three year old daughter.”

contacts at food and craft fair



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

December 3 10.15 am Patronal  Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 10 4 pm Carol Service  St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
December 10 4.30 pm Carol Service, St. Vincent, Newnham
December 17  11am Festival Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 24 11.30 pm Midnight Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 25 9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham
December 25 10 am Carols and readings, St. Nicholas Church,  Hinxworth                    

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pictures 
for January’s edition by December 
15 to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL.  Or 
e-mail copy and pictures to  vil-
lagevoice3@gmail.com   Thanks.

Ask for Mortier’s amazing teas
Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth

Childminder
Jeannie Day B.A. (Hons) Of-

sted Registered Childminder with 
full/part time vacancies available 
in Ashwell.Please contact me on 
0771 952 052 or 01462 743346 
for further information.

Early copy date

Soup Lunch
December’s Soup Lunch will take place on Friday December 8 in 

Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Telephone Fraud
Telephone scams have affected our area re-

cently. If you are suspicious of a call you receive, 
hang up and report it to the police

Fraudsters have used a variety of methods 
in an attempt to con people out of cash. A 
53-year-old woman from the Sandon area was 
contacted by a woman who claimed to be from BT and persuaded the 
victim she had viruses on her computer. The victim was then transferred 
to a ‘security expert’ who accessed her computer remotely. The offender 
then became threatening and told the victim to go to Tesco and purchase 
£5,000 worth of iTunes vouchers. Fortunately, officers intervened and 
no purchase was made.

pensioner conned out of £500
An 87-year-old man from Markyate was contacted and told that he owed 
£500 to Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, HMRC. The victim was 
persuaded to purchase £500 worth of iTunes 
vouchers as payment and read the codes over 
the phone to the offender.

A 65-year-old man from Stevenage was 
contacted by a man claiming to be from 
HMRC who stated the victim owed taxes. 
Again, the victim was instructed to purchase 
iTunes vouchers from several outlets and 
read the codes over the phone. He was also 
persuaded to transfer money over to a Bitcoin account. Overall, he lost 
£11,500 to the fraudsters.

fraudsters impersonate police
Reports of ‘more traditional’ phone scam offences have also been received 
in Hertsmere whereby offenders call victims and claim to be police offic-
ers investigating fraudulent activity on their bank accounts. They then 
ask the victims to hand cash or bank cards over to a courier as part of a 
fictitious investigation. No money was lost on these occasions.

never give out bank details
Detective Sergeant Jon Leak, who leads Hertfordshire Constabulary’s 
specialist phone scam investigation team, said: “We continue to do all 
we can to bring offenders to justice. Thankfully, many people recognise 
them for what they are and refuse to part with any money. However, 
there are occasions when people fall prey to the highly persuasive nature 
of these fraudsters and often lose thousands of pounds. I want to reiterate 
that you will never be asked under any circumstances, by police, banks 
or HMRC, to purchase iTunes vouchers as payment. Similarly, police 
and banks would never ask for your PIN or for you to hand cash and 
bank cards over to a courier.

warn neighbours and friends
“If you are suspicious of a call you receive, please hang up and report 
it to police. Before doing so, remember to wait at least five minutes to 
ensure you aren’t reconnected to the offender. Please also share this advice 
with older relatives, friends and neighbours to help prevent them from 
becoming victims. If you think you may have been a victim of a phone 
scam, please report it to police on the non-emergency number 101.

The Three Horseshoes Christmas
Christmas Eve:  12pm -10 pm -  Food: 12 pm - 3 pm

Christmas Day: 12 - 2.30 pm
Boxing Day: 12 pm - 4 pm

December 27 - 30: usual opening hours with food
New Year’s Eve: 12 - 7 pm. Food: 12 pm - 3 pm

New Year’s Eve: Tickets only 7 pm - 1 am
New Year’s Day 12 pm - 3 pm

January 2, 3, 4: closed
Friday January 5: open as usual with food.


