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Please send all copy and pictures for March’s edition to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, 
or e-mail copy and pictures to villagevoice3@gmail.com 
by February 20th. Thank you.

Good News on Surgery Staffing
 The departure of a number of staff members from all departments 

last autumn meant that some normal services to patients were affected. 
In trying to fill these posts our practice experienced the same difficulty 
facing surgeries across the country. There are just not enough doctors and 
nurses to go round. However, we are delighted to report great progress 
in this area for the start of 2017. Dr Fayaz Hasham, a former registrar, 
trainee GP, at Ashwell, has returned to take up a full time permanent post. 
Sarah Glanville has joined as a practice nurse and Nurse Lynn Hull has 
also returned. Lynn was due to move out of the area but circumstances 
have brought her back to our fold. We are sorry at Lynn’s plight but 
are delighted to welcome her back again. All being well, things should 
progress much more smoothly for patients from now on.

  Triage is surgery “sorting hat”
Not everyone will be familiar with this term which comes from the 
French meaning “selecting” or “sorting”. It is frequently used in a medical 
context and has been adopted by our practice as a means of responding 
to patients during times when the demand for face-to face appointments 
outstrips capacity to deliver. This means that a patient ringing to make 
an appointment may be told that he or she will receive a phone call to 
discuss the problem. We are fortunate in enjoying the services of Darren 
Branch, a senior paramedic, to carry out this function. Darren is very 
experienced in this field, working as he does for the out-of-hours service 
where he triages emergency calls. If it is possible to deal appropriately 
and effectively with a patient over the phone, then the patient benefits 
from a speedy diagnosis in the comfort of home while the demand on 
in-surgery consultations is helpfully relieved. If at the end of the phone 
call a face-to-face appointment is deemed necessary, that can go ahead 
in the normal fashion.
Peter Chapman, Ashwell Patients’ Group

Very many thanks to everyone in the 55 households who asked to be 
included in the 2016 Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in Hinxworth 
and Edworth.  Unfortunately I’m not yet able to report exactly how 
much we raised as, at the time of going to press, I’m still waiting for one 
or two people to pay up!  However, I should be able to give the correct 
figures in the next edition of Village Voice. Meanwhile, I can say that 
we shall have raised much the same as last year: approximately £1,200, 
of which about £850 will go to Garden House Hospice and the rest to 
Save the Children.

big thank you to all involved
Once again, thanks are due to lots of other people too:  Betty Thorn for 
her original and colourful candle design for the card; Marianne Osmond 
who so kindly sorted its layout; and Richard Floyd of Floyd  Automatic 
and Chris Phillips of Phillips Digital Print in Letchworth who financed 
and carried out its printing.  As always, last but by no means least, thanks 
are also due to all those who so kindly delivered the card to every house-
hold in Edworth and Hinxworth just before Christmas.

give me a break
We’ve been doing this now for twelve years and, as I wrote last year, it 
would be great if someone else could be interested in taking over its or-
ganisation from me.  It’s quite rewarding to do and very straightforward, 
particularly if you use a computer to do the adding up!  I would, of 
course, be happy to share the responsibility and explain “the ropes” next 
year, but normally I think it should be done by just one person to best 
preserve the privacy of the contributors.  Do let me know if you think 
you could be interested at janetfair16@gmail.com - next Christmas 
will be here in no time!  
Janet Fair

Cards raise £1,200 for charities

Hinxworth through the ages

Everyone is welcome to come and have a look at a host of documents, 
maps and photographs about the village of Hinxworth from at least the 
14th century onwards.

Collected and compiled for the Women’s Institute 80th Birthday 
Meeting, this exhibition will be open to visitors on Friday 10th Feb dur-
ing the soup lunch and on the Saturday 11th 11 am - 1 pm, and Sunday 
12th, between 2 and 4pm in Hinxworth Village Hall.

For more information please contact me on 01462 742505.
Sylvia Scales

Fishing in Hinxworth Place pond

Join the VHMC for
Village Hall Quiz Night

Saturday 25th February 2017, 7.30 pm start
Teams of up to 6 - £4 p.p

Cash prize. Bring own drinks and snacks.
To book a table call Jan Raynham 01462 742258

Jenny Hoffman
As we went to press, we learned of the death of Jenny 

Hoffman. We  send our sympathy  and prayers to Martin 
and his family.



Hinxworth and Edworth WI

February 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 7 pm.
February 9th Hinxworth and Edworth WI meeting, Village Hall 7.30 pm
February 10th Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
February 10th HYP meet  in Hinxworth Village Hall 7 pm
Feb10th - 12th Hinxworth through the ages, Village Hall, see page 1
February 16th Fitzwilliam Museum talk Letchworth Settlement 7.30pm
February 17th Village walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am
February 20th copy date for Village Voice.
February 25th Village Hall Annual Quiz. See page 1
March 8th talk on the Great War Memorials, Ashwell School 8 pm.
April 6th Hinxworth Parish Council 8 pm Village Hall, Hinxworth.
April 26th Coach trip to Hampton Court. See above.
If you want events listed here, contact villagevoice3@gmail.com

Dates for your diary

About six years ago Tony’s place of work changed to Littleport in 
Cambridgeshire, this was some 75 miles from where we lived in Hertford 
Heath. This was obviously a situation that could not continue, and we 
decided that it was time to move closer to his workplace but remain in 
Hertfordshire, our home county.

warmth in Christys Yard
During the search we looked at a property in Hinxworth. We had never 
heard of Hinxworth before. Sadly we could not agree to a deal with the first 
property. However, as we left Arnolds Lane we looked into Christys Yard 
to find one house for sale. The first of two viewings took place and whilst 
needing some work it had a warmth that attracted both Tony and me.

A few weeks later we moved in and over the next six years have made it 
our forever home, partly due to the location, partly the village, partly the 
friends we have made but more importantly the neighbours and villagers. 
This has become even more apparent over the last six weeks whilst I have been 
recovering from broken bones in my foot and becoming almost house bound.

gin and lemon delivery
The generosity of some has been and remains beyond expectation.Deliv-
eries of soup, several bunches of  flowers, get well soon cards and caring 
thoughts  have been incredible, not to mention the home delivery of a 
gin and  bitter lemon from Julie at the Three HorseShoes. Where else 
could you live and get support to this level and a free gin?

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to eve-
ryone for our warm welcome over the years and during my current spell 
of immobilisation. Where else but Hinxworth?  Love and Best Wishes 
for 2017, from both Tony & me
Sue Marchini

Joan Munden visited us on Jannuary 12th to tell us the story of  her 
relative Lilian Rolfe, or ‘Nadine’ as she was known when she joined the 
French Resistance during World War II and became a radio operator.

Gestapo were everywhere
It all began when Lilian joined the FANYs, First Aid Nursing Yeomanry 
and it was discovered that she spoke fluent French. She was asked if she 
would consider going to France as a member  and radio operator of SOE, 
Special Operations  Executive. This was a skilled but very dangerous job 
because the Gestapo were everywhere. They had detector vans in  many 
locations. Being a radio operator was the  the most vulnerable of all tasks. 

She was flown out of the airfield at Tempsford, north of  Sandy, Beds.  
She landed in France and met up with George Wilkinson, ‘Etienne’ who 
was leader. For a while she was based  in St Hilaire – St Mesmin,  send-

Friends of Ashwell Museum offers

Hinxworth - a welcoming village

ing coded messages after D Day. The codes were 
printed on silk and used once and then burnt. She 
moved every few days to avoid detection. 

concentration camp
After four months ‘Nadine’ was captured, found 
by the Gestapo asleep with her radio beside her. 
She was so exhausted from staying awake sending 
messages that she succumbed to sleep and was then 
found. She was sent to Fresnes prison outside Paris, 
where the living conditions were appalling. She 
was later moved to Ravensbrück Concentration 
Camp where they had to build roads and airstrips 
with their bare hands in bitter winter weather in 
very inadequate clothing. It was there that Lilian 
met Violette Szabo and Denise Bloch, two other 
English agents. They supported each other until 
Lilian was executed on February third 1945 with detail from memorial

Our first session of 2017 was great fun with a game of bucket netball. 
Girls versus the boys with a very competitive and lively match with the 
boys just beating the girls at the last moment with a final score of 10 – 9. 

 1   Coach Trip to Hampton Court Wednesday 26th April   Leaving 
Ashwell, opposite the Three Tuns at 9am.  Advance Booking Essential 
Cost £35 which includes coach and admission. Please Contact Karen 
Mills 01462 742155 or Hilary Masham 01462 742416.

  2   Friends of Ashwell Village Museum AGM  Wednesday March 
8th 8pm at Ashwell School. The Speaker is Dr Mervyn Miller on  ‘The 
Great War Memorials.’  Admission is free and all are welcome.

Bucket Netball at HYP

There was lots of great defending, 
interception and team work. Har-
riet was a very good referee and re-
mained calm and composed despite 
being challenged frequently on her 
decisions. She managed to do all 
of this whilst eating a pot noodle!

calm quizzes
After a highly charged hour I got the kids to calm down with a cou-

ple of quizzes, a car logo quiz and a famous people picture quiz. I was 
delighted to see that all of the children could identify our new female 
Prime Minister and also Queen Victoria amongst other various celebri-
ties. Interestingly, Prince George was mistakenly identified by a couple 
of people as Jonah Tidmarsh!!

We sang Happy Birthday to Thomas with a Star Wars cake as he will 
be 11 in a couple of weeks. We finished the night off with a game of wink 
murder where Dawn was the murderer and managed to murder most of 
us all with her deadly wink before being identified by Detective Grace! 

Harriett was awarded HYPstar for her excellent organisation and 
refereeing skills.

Our next session will be on Friday 10th February.
Jayne Whitfield

Words from the Wilkinsons
Many thanks to all the kind folks who remembered us with their 

Christmas greetings. We would have done likewise had we updated our 
Christmas card list to include those on the list Janet Fair  holds for the 
Hinxworth and Edworth Alternative Christmas Card scheme to which 
we have subscribed in the past. Please accept our best wishes for a healthy 
and happy 2017. We will make sure we don’t forget you again this year.
Jean and Ian Wilkinson, Shaftesbury, Dorset.

Violette and Denise. They were all given posthumous awards of the MBE 
and Croix de Guerre.

memorial in Tempsford
On December third 2013 Prince Charles unveiled a  memorial in Temps-
ford to honour 75 World War II agents who had flown out of Tempsford 
airfield. Among the names were those of Violett Szabo, Denise Bloch 
and Lilian Rolfe.

 Next meeting; February 9th, Hinxworth and Edworth WI’s 80th 
Birthday Party,  Village Hall,  7.30pm  Members only.
Carol Cheney



HYP News

Hinxworth Parish Council

Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth,  as 
a service to the community.  The PCC and church members do 

not necessarily endorse views expressed in Village Voice.

  Notes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on Thurs-
day 5th January 2017 in the Village Hall at 7 pm. 

Present: Mr R. Lewis, Chairman; Mr R. Cobb, Vice- Chairman; 
   Mr D. Osmond; Mr E. Sore; Mr N. Tiffin; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 
of 1st December were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed by 
the Chairman. 

2. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Russell Lewis and 
seconded by Eric Sore. 

3. Planning: The Trees behind the War Memorial: The Parish Coun-
cillors have a copy of the Land Registry plans for the War Memorial site 
and the surrounding area. The exact delineation of the boundary of the 
War Memorial is still unclear. The Parish Councillors therefore intend to 
make further enquiries. The Land next to Cantlebury, Chapel Street: 
The Parish Councillors are monitoring the continuing work to this site.

 4. Highways: Having contacted Tony Hunter, County Councillor 
and Gary Henning, Hertfordshire Highways again in November the fol-
lowing work is still outstanding. The gully in the High Street adjacent to 
junction with Homefield requires clearing. The area from the Hinxworth 
Village sign on past the 30mph speed sign at the entrance to the Village 
from Edworth on the left is obscured by overgrown hedges. The kerb 
areas in Francis Road are becoming overgrown with weeds.

5. Recreation Ground: Joy Riding; It has been reported to the Parish 
Council that there appear to be vehicles using the Recreation Ground as a 
racing track. The Parish Councillors, having discussed the matter, agreed 
to the installation of a locked barrier between the gap in the hedge area 
entrance at the far end of the Car Park/Recreation Ground. Play Area 
Inspection Report: There are no particular concerns regarding the Play 
Area. The Councillors intend to set up a working party to clean the area 
and equipment before the Spring. Recreation Ground Maintenance: 
David Granger will forward his quote to the Parish Council.

 6.  The Tennis Court: The Parish Councillors agreed to the cleaning 
of the Court at the same time as the play area. 

7. The Allotments: Two further plots have been taken-up.
8. Any Other Urgent Business: Defibrillator: Russell Lewis reported 

to the meeting he has confirmation from the British Heart Foundation 
that his application for a defibrillator for the Village has been successful. 
He should receive the package within three to six weeks. There will be 
a full training package included along with instructions of installation, 
set-up and use of the defibrillator. Hinxworth Parish Council Website: 
Russell Lewis reported to the meeting he has the relevant information 
regarding the setting-up of the Hinxworth Parish Council website. He 
has liaised with Joe Perricone regarding the purchase of a laptop and 
all other equipment required. The design of the website has yet to be 
finalised. Hinxworth Archers: The Annual Agreement for the Archers 
use of the Recreation Ground is up for renewal in April. This will be 
discussed at the February Parish Council Meeting. AGM: To take place 
on Thursday April 6th at 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

9: Date of the Next Meeting:  Thursday February 2nd 2017 at 
7.00pm in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 7.55 pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

Life saving Defibrillator for Hinxworth
Hinxworth is to become a community of lifesavers after it is soon 

to be supplied with a public access defibrillator (PAD) and has been 
awarded a CPR training kit by the British Heart Foundation (BHF). The 
Councillors sought the life saving machine and received the Call Push 
Rescue training kit following their successful application for a Nation of 
Lifesavers Community Package from the charity. The Package contains 
the innovative kit which includes everything needed to learn CPR in 
half an hour.  The Parish Council plan to run training sessions in the 
local community meaning everyone can become potential lifesavers. 

every second counts
The defibrillator is a portable device that can be used by a member of 
the public to help restart the heart when someone has a cardiac arrest. 
This is when the heart stops pumping blood around the body and they 
lose consciousness almost at once. For every minute that passes without 
defibrillation and CPR, chances of survival decrease by around ten per 
cent. It’s therefore imperative the people of Hinxworth know both of 
these vital steps to help someone in an emergency. 

Over 30,000 cardiac arrests happen out of hospital in the UK every 
year but currently less than one in ten survive. The BHF want to create 
a Nation of Lifesavers in a bid to boost these shocking survival rates and 
believes defibrillators should be made more accessible and recognisable to 
the public and want all young people to be taught CPR and PAD aware-
ness at school. Since launching the campaign in 2014, over 1.5 million 
people have joined the Nation of Lifesavers by learning life saving CPR.

central position in village for easy access
 We are delighted that the BHF funding is available for this life saving 
package. The defibrillator will be placed centrally in the village so that 
local people have the best chance of survival should they suffer a cardiac 
arrest. We’re keen to get as many people as possible trained in CPR too. 

Sara Askew, Head of Survival at the BHF, said, “More lives could be 
saved if more defibrillators were available in public places and if more 
people felt confident using them and performing CPR. We are delighted 
that Hinxworth has joined the BHF’s Nation of Lifesavers campaign - 
by making another defibrillator available in a Hinxworth and teaching 
CPR locally. It could really be the difference between life and death.” 
Russell Lewis

On Friday 16th February at 7.30pm we will be delighted to  welcome Tim 
Knox, Director of Cambridge’s Fitzwilliam Museum to Letchworth Set-
tlement, Nevells Road, to talk about the institution he leads. This should 
be a  fascinating opportunity to see how it operates from the  inside, a 
rare opportunity we are lucky and  proud to be able to provide. Tickets 
are £10 and can be booked online at: www.letchworthsettlement.org.uk
Peter Chapman

Learn about the Fitzwilliam Museum

Thanks, Matthew and David

Matthew Heaton, on right, and David Booth have been printing Vil-
lage Voice since December 2001. Soon after Village Voice first appeared 
Geoff Burrows offered to print the paper at his office in Biggleswade. Now 
that he is retiring, alternative arrangements were necessary. Edworth’s 
Richard Floyd, who has printed the Voice in colour at Easter and Christ-
mas, has offered to  print Village Voice at his offices in Baldock. Matthew 
said he would miss the stories about the hunt for better broadband in 
the villages, while David said he always liked to read the police reports, 
since he lives in Dunton.  Village Voice is extremely grateful for  their 
help over the years and to Geoff for his generous provision.
Patrick Forbes



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

February 5th 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 12th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  
February 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                      9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

February Village Walk
Why not join us for the next Hinxworth Village Walk?  We will meet 

at 10.30 am at The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, on Friday February 
17th.  It will be a gentle and pleasant walk followed by a light lunch. 
What better way of spending a Friday morning? All welcome. We look 
forward to seeing you.

Soup lunch in February
The next soup lunch will be served on Friday February 10th in  

Hinxworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. Unrivalled choice 
of soups and puddings, plus coffee or tea, all for just £3. All welcome.

Royston Rural Neighbourhood Team is re-
minding residents that they do not have to buy 
at the door if a sales person calls at their address.

This follows a number of calls being made to 

Deep fat fryer for sale £8.  Contact Betty Thorn 
01462 742858.

  Once again, we have been plagued with an inconsiderate dog owner.  
Due to the purple bin not being emptied until Tuesday 10th January, 
and our commitments, we were unable to bring our bin in until later, 
rather than within our usual couple of hours.

poo there for two weeks
However, in the empty bin, which I regularly clean, there was a bag full 
of dog poo! This means that the bag of dog poo would have been in our 
purple bin for two weeks until next emptied and the usual position of 
this bin is two feet from our kitchen door.

how would they feel?
Why cannot the owners take the dog poo home rather than dumping 
it on and in other people’s property?   I am getting very fed up with the 
inconsiderate dog owners dropping their plastic bags of dog poo in and 
on our property.  How would these people feel if I was doing the same  
thing to them?  I really hope that I meet up with these people so I can tell 
them face to face what I think of their actions - for their information, it 
has been taken out and  left on the public path - I am not reponsibile 
for the disposal of it!
Susan Hillier, Orchard Lodge, Chapel St, Hinxworth.

Dog Poo strikes again

unwanted visitors

the police reporting men door knocking on doors, trying to sell household 
items. One man who was selling items became abusive when the resident 
refused to make a purchase, and a woman reported being inappropriately 
touched by one of the sellers as he passed her in the street.

unacceptable behaviour
Selling at the door is not a crime, but abusive and inappropriate behaviour 
is not acceptable. We are also worried that some people are being really 
pressurised by some of the sales tactics and have ended up parting with 
a lot of cash for low value items.

elderly targeted
It is often elderly residents who are targeted, who may not have the 
confidence to say no, or who may get confused about what they are 
agreeing to buy and then handing over more cash than they intended.

As mentioned before, selling door to door is not an offence. However, 
if any seller becomes abusive or pressurises you into buying items please 
contact us on 101. 

These people often claim to be ex-offenders who are working for a 
charity on their release from prison. They often travel in large groups 
and come from outside the area.

They may carry a piece of laminated paper with their photograph 
on it.  This will look like an official permit and they will claim that they 
have permission to be selling door to door in the area.

no need to buy
No one should feel that they have to buy products at the door and if 
anyone is concerned about door to door selling in their area I would urge 
them not to open the door but to contact the police for advice

Baldock Community Orchestra
Spring Concert in St Nicholas Church, 

Hinxworth on Saturday March 25th at 7 pm. 
Nutcracker Suite medley, excerpts from Last Night of the 

Proms, From a Distance, Holst’s Jupiter, 17 Come Sunday 
from Vaughan Williams’ Folksong Suite, plus a new take on 
Bobby Shaftoe. There will also be a variety of chamber music 
items from members of the orchestra.

Tickets, £10 with free glass of wine, from Patrick Forbes, 
phone 01462 742015, patrickforbes@waitrose.com


