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New Faces at Surgeries 

Many patients who have used the practice at Ashwell and Bassingbourn 
over the past few months have reported difficulties, especially regarding 
appointments. The fact is that, through a combination of tragedy, illness 
and relocation all happening in rapid succession, the surgeries have found 
themselves very short staffed. This problem has been compounded by the 
fact that nationally, recruitment for general practice is extremely difficult. 
The partners and staff are aware that this has led to problems for patients. 

return to high levels of care
However, the practice has concrete and comprehensive plans in place to 
restore staffing levels. The process has already begun with the appointment 
of a new doctor, Dr Fayaz Hasham, who some patients may remember 
from when he was a Registrar at Ashwell, and a new nurse, Sarah 
Glanville. The practice is confident that in the near future the surgery 
will be back to providing the high levels of care that patients are used to.

The Patients’ Group and all at our surgeries send their best regards 
to all for a happy and healthy new year.
Peter Chapman

Verity White has produced a film called The Village which will  now 
be shown at 7.30 pm on December 23rd on  BBC2. The programme is 
based on a French medieval village.

Verity’s new programme time 

Ashwell School - Welcome and Thanks
In January our new Headteacher, Mr Simon England, will have moved 

into his office and will probably have taken his first assembly. He is no 
stranger to the school as he has managed to find time to visit on numer-
ous occasions during the autumn. He was even able to play a significant 
part in our recent Ofsted inspection which gave him a detailed insight 
into the way we work. On behalf of the whole community we wish him 

On November 1st 2002, Hinxworth’s Soup Lunch was born. The idea 
of Yvonne Tookey, it has been going strong ever since, for almost as long 
as Village Voice. Before it launched, Yvonne said, “Everyone’s welcome. 
It’s a chance for people to meet together, a social occasion. Its purpose is 
not to make money but for people 
to enjoy being there.” Soup lunch 
consists of a choice of soups, rolls, a 
choice of puddings, tea and coffee, 
all for just £3. Moneys raised are 
given to charity. If you haven’t tried 
it yet, it’s high time you did. See 
you on Friday January 20th between 
12.30 pm and 2 pm, Hinxworth 
Village Hall.

Jerry Keep and granddaughter 
Sofia Broome enjoying lunch.

Soup lunch keeps on giving

Please send all copy and pictures for February’s edition to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, e-mail 
villagevoice3@gmail.com by January 20th. 

every success and happiness as Head 
of our school and we look forward to 
seeing it go from strength to strength 
under his leadership.

great faith
We would also like to record our 
sincerest thanks to Mrs Suzanne 
Summerhayes, our interim Head 
last term on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and to Miss Emelie Allworth, who was acting Head 
on Thursdays and Fridays. We had no idea how such a combination 
would work but had great faith in the two ladies to make a success of 
it. This they most resoundingly did and we are so grateful to both of 
them. Mrs Summerhayes can now enjoy her well-earned retirement, 
which she kindly deferred to come to our aid. Miss Allworth resumes 
her duties as Deputy Head and we know she will provide Mr England 
with her fullest support.

bringing the best 
Many parents, grandparents, relatives and villagers will have enjoyed the 
various end of term performances. They serve as a reminder of what a 
good school we have here in Ashwell not just in academic terms but in 
the broader sense of bringing the best out of our children. All credit to 
them and a huge thank you to our dedicated staff and our supportive 
parents who make it all possible.

Mr England's arrival marks the beginning of a new era for our school. 
We wish him and all at Ashwell School a very happy new year and look 
forward to great things in the future.
The Governors of Ashwell School

Stop Press. Ashwell School’s Ofsted report has now been 
received and can be seen at: http://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/publica-
tion/view/ofsted-letter-dec-2016

Three Horseshoes Burns’ Night
Wednesday 25th January 7pm

Haggis, Neeps & Tatties
or Cullen Skink.

Pan fried Chicken Supreme with mash potato,
 green beans, haggis bonbons and whisky cream.

or
Smoked Haddock fishcakes with creamed leeks.

Cheese and oatcakes 
or

Tipsy Laird trifle
and a wee dram to address the haggis

High Street,Hinxworth SG7 5HQ
£23.50 per person. Book now!  01462-743335



A little while ago I read a most fascinating book entitled  “Between 
Noon and Three: Romance, Law, and the Outrage of Grace” . The author 
Robert Farrar Capon, is an Anglican priest, and his subject is the outrage 
of grace. The book is part parable, and part theological reflection, but the 
parable is unusual for a clergyman. The story is about a married university 
professor who is a master of infidelity and adultery and who has had 
multiple affairs, but who falls in love with a married graduate student. 
They meet for lunch, and by mid-afternoon have declared their love for 
each other, hence the title, “Between Noon and Three”. The professor 
and his married student subsequently have an affair, which comes to 
mean everything to both of them.

You might expect that they would either divorce their spouses and 
start a new life together or that they would reluctantly renounce their 
love for each other in order to remain true to their respective spouses and 
families. But not a bit of it. They both stay married, they both continue 
with the affair. They never get their come-uppance. The story outrages 
the reader’s sense of justice, and outrages the reader’s sense of morality. 
It doesn’t seem right that these two people should carry on in such a 
way, and nothing happens to them. And that’s the point of the parable, 
because that’s how God is with us.

still loved and forgiven
The parable is designed to demonstrate that even in the thick of their 
sins, even when they go on sinning, human beings stand uncondemned 
by a love which will not let them go. This is the outrage of grace. No 
matter what anyone has done, no matter what they are, and no matter 
what they will do in the future, they are still loved and forgiven by God. 

It is, of course, hard to take. We tend to feel much better if we think 
we’ve earned God’s grace. And we tend to feel much safer and more 
secure if sins are punished in some suitable way. Punishment evens up 
the balance, so that we get ourselves back on an equal footing with God. 

God looks for us
That’s the outrage of grace. After forgiveness, nothing happens to prevent 
further sinning. We’re still free to continue in the same old ways if we 
wish, and God will continue to move heaven and earth to find us.

By now it may be sounding as though it’s perfectly all right for peo-
ple to do exactly as they want. And that the preaching of grace seems 
to imply it’s ok to do all sorts of terrible things as long as you just walk 
in afterwards and take the free gift of God’s acceptance. Permissiveness 
to the nth degree. 

permission to be stupid
One of the nearest beaches to us in Norfolk is the one at Wells. It is a 
beautiful sandy beach, but throughout the summer, there are lifeguards 
on the beach, because the tide is so treacherous. But despite many warn-
ing notices there are still thoughtless people who get trapped by the tide. 
When this happens, the lifeguards go out at risk to their own lives, and 
rescue those in danger of drowning. Despite being rescued once, some 
people go on ignoring the warnings, and may need to be rescued several 
times. You could argue that the presence of lifeguards gives those people 
permission to be stupid, and in a way, it does. But when those people are 
caught yet again by the tide, the lifeguards don’t go out and read them a 
list of the safety regulations, and tell them how wicked they are and how 
they need to be punished. The lifeguards simply rescue them, because 
that’s why the lifeguards are there. The lifeguards may not like what stu-
pid people do, but they certainly rejoice every time they effect a rescue.

lifeGod
God is like a lifeguard. His job is rescue, not condemnation. And every 
time that happens, God doesn’t condemn or punish, but rejoices. And 
that’s the outrage of grace
Robert Evens, Rector of Ashwell with Hinxworth 
and Newnham

The Outrage of Grace

Stephanie Floyd grew up in Edworth and now lives in Ashwell. 
She had a stall at the St Mary’s Christmas Fair and I asked her about 
her work. “I studied model design at the University of Hertfordshire 
covering architectural model making, product  model making and special 
effects model making. I found that I liked the sculptural and special ef-
fects modelmaking. After university I worked for Cinesite at Shepperton  
Studios doing miniature model making for the films, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory and Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.” 

26 foot statue on the Thames
“Then I found Articole Studios at Radwell who make props for films. 
I did some work with them for four years. Artists would come in with 
their sculptures and we would mould them and cast them. I became a 
mould making technician. We made a 26 foot statue of Anubis for the 
Tutankhamun exhibition in London.  They put it on a barge and sailed 
it down the Thames to promote the exhibition’s opening.” 

finally working full time on art
“The last big project we worked on was restoration at Castle Ashby in 
Northamptonshire. The work could be anything from a giant head one 
day to a casting  of a child’s hand the next.  Then the company moved 
to Wales and I left some six months before the move. I thought maybe I 
could do something on my own. The problem in the first year was find-
ing a part time job that meshed with what I wanted to do. I worked at 
the cinema - really terrible hours and they’d only tell you what hours the 
week before. I have worked at The Three Tuns, The Rose and Crown, all 
sorts of places. Eventually I got a job at the bakery, long set hours, with 
two days off. I worked there part time and did this on the side. But now 
I have left the bakery and work on my art full time. “

visit her website
“I have two on-line shops at Etsy and Artfinder. My boyfriend Matthew 
Hall set up my own website, www.stephaniefloyddesigns.com, so you can 
buy directly from me. I make my framed sculptures from polyurethane 
resin, paint them with acrylic and frame them. I love making them but 
I need to be more proactive on the selling.” Stephanie is happy to take 
commissions for art work.

“All that time at university you train to do something. When you 
leave you work part time to fund what you want to do and that gets in 
the way. The down-side is not meeting so many lovely people when you 
work on your own.”
Patrick Forbes

Stephanie’s art takes off

Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth,  as a service to the community.  

We wish all our readers a very good 
New Year.



HYP News

Hinxworth Parish Council

Stuart and Melanie Lillie moved to Dorset from Homefield, 
Hinxworth, a few months ago. We asked them for their early impres-
sions

Here we are, four months into our Dorset adventure and adjusting to 
our new way of life, which is very different. On the face of it, Stourton 
Caundle is very like Hinxworth with a pub, an old church and a village 
hall, just a little bit bigger. Here we have a plethora of retired military 
officers all in search of a platoon to carry out their orders. Good chaps 
all, plenty of G&Ts, and we have a weekly van that arrives from the 
Wine Society. I have started up a bridge club which has taken off like a 
rocket. We already have 12 members and in the fulness of time it will 
develop a life of its own. We have our version of Village Voice, which 
has a committee!

Roly won dog show second prize
The countryside is delightfully laden with cows and sheep, proper fields 
with hedges, hills and streams. Or to put it another way we live with the 
constant odour of cow poo and silage. Our dog Roly is in heaven with 
so many new smells to explore and lots of new friends to make. He also 
won second prize in the village dog show.

hunting down Cuprinol
Melanie, now fully retired, is bemoaning the lack of retail activity. It 
is all here, but it takes a bit of finding and involves visits to multiple 
towns to achieve the simplest of shopping trips. We recently had to visit 
three different places before we found a five litre can of Cuprinol for the 
fence. We have some excellent local pubs and restaurants. We could do 
with Julie and Gerry down here in the village, but within a few miles 
the choice is vast. 

There is lots of cultural stuff going on, concerts, exhibitions, plays etc. 
We recently bumped into Simon Chambers who was surprised but pleased 
to see us. He still has a pony tail and comes with two small children. 

The house is coming on nicely. Our changes are gradually taking effect, 
carpets, curtains, painting, the usual stuff. We have plenty of bedrooms 
with stunning countryside views and would love to see some of our old 
friends if you want to come.  
Stuart Lillie

Mortier’s Fine Ceylon Tea - the perfect 
tea for 2017 Phone: 01462 743241

  Notes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on 
December 1st 2016 in the Village Hall at 7 pm. Present: Mr R. 
Lewis, Chairman; Mr R. Cobb, Vice-Chairman; Mr D. Osmond;                                                                 
Mr E. Sore; Mr N. Tiffin; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 
of 3rd November were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed by 
the Vice-Chairman. 

2. Correspondence: Nothing to report.
3. Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 

to the expenditure for the current month. 
4. Planning: The Trees behind the War Memorial: Planning permis-

sion has been granted to fell three of the silver birch trees behind the 
War Memorial. The Parish Councillors agreed the Land Registry will 
be contacted to ascertain the exact delineation of the boundary of the 
War Memorial.

5. Highways: Vehicles Speeding through the Village: The Councillors 
agreed to contact Barry Huber for the latest update on this initiative.

6. The Allotments: Further to last month’s report the allotments now 
occupied are twelve, vacant eight.

The Parish Councillors wished to put on record their thanks to the 
allotmenteers for their continuing endeavours.

7. Any Other Urgent Business: Defibrillator: This is ongoing.
 Hinxworth Parish Council Website: This is ongoing.
8: Date of the Next Meeting:  Thursday January 5th 2017 at 7.00pm 

in the Village Hall. 
      The meeting closed at 7.50 pm.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council  

Not such a silent night!
Carols by Candlelight, Caldecote Church

 “The hills were alive with the sound of music”.  Well, not exactly.  
The hills looked rather bleak in a quickly fading daylight and probably 
quietly asleep under a thin layer of an early December frost.  Inside 
the Caldecote church by contrast the temperature was rising as we put 
finishing touches to the church interior prior to throwing the door open 
to the first guests to our Carols by Candlelight service.  

53 seater church
The event,currently in its fourth year, is proving immensely popular, 
so much so that nearly three quarters of available tickets were already 
reserved in July.  Due to the size of the church, this remains our only 
ticketed event. It’s interesting to note that in 1895 “The Kelly Directory” 
recorded “53 sittings”; 126 years later we still have the same amount of 
tickets available for sale.  However, owing to popular demand, we now 
hold two sessions, instead of one.

mulled wine for rusty throats
The first service was led by the Reverend Robert Evens.  With John Row-
lands on a harmonium, we sang such popular carols as “Oh come, all ye 
faithful”, “O little town of Bethlehem”, “God rest ye merry gentlemen”, 
Good King Wenceslas” to name but a few.  For those throats a bit rusty 
since last Christmas there was mulled wine and traditional mince pies 
and sausage rolls in the interval.  Carols were interspersed with seasonal 
readings by invited guests.  Matt Jones, our very talented new secretary, 
presented his personal take on family Christmas in verse, both highly 
humorous and very accurate! 

The Rev. Canon Lindsay Dew led the second service; both finished with 
a short prayer and a Christmas blessing.  Matt, deputising for the chairman 
Hugh Mulholland, thanked those present and all the Caldecote church 
friends for their unstinting support of our events and generosity throughout 
the year. It’s thanks to them that the church has again become the heart 
of community life and for Christmas comes alive with candlelight, music 
and carols, just like in the old days and hopefully for many years to come.

Please visit our website, caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk, for the cal-
endar of 2017’s events.  
Grazyna Tutak

The view from Dorset

January 5th Hinxworth Parish Council meeting, village hall 7 pm
January 12th WI meeting Hinxworth village hall 7.30 pm
January 20th  Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
January 20th Village Voice copy deadline
January 25th Burns’ Night at The Three Horseshoes, see front page
January 27th Village Walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am
February 25th Village Hall Annual Quiz. 

Dates for your diary



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

January 1st 10.45 am Benefice Service St. Mary’s, Ashwell
January 8th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  
January 15th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                      9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham
January 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

January Village Walk
Why not join us for the next Hinxworth Village Walk?  We will meet 

at 10.30 am at The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, on Friday January 
27th.  It will be a gentle and pleasant walk followed by a light lunch. 
What better way of spending a Friday morning? All welcome. We look 
forward to seeing you.

Soup lunch in January
The next soup lunch will be served on Friday January 20th in  

Hinxworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. Unrivalled choice 
of soups and puddings, plus coffee or tea, all for just £3. All welcome.

Deep fat fryer for sale £8.  Contact Betty Thorn 
01462 742858.

Royston Rural Neighbourhood Team would 
like to use this opportunity to wish all Village 
Voice readers and families a Happy Christmas 
and thanks for your help over the last year. This 

Greetings and thanks

police feature, started many years ago by PC Paul Marina, has been a use-
ful tool to inform local residents of what crime is occurring in your area. 
One of the outcomes of this is that many of you report suspicious people 
and vehicles and we have had some positive results as a consequence. 

Last month, a reader witnessed what he thought at the time was a 
fly-tip. On inspecting the objects that had been discarded from a car, he 
realised that the objects may have been from a burglary. Using informa-
tion of the vehicle he saw and the objects he found, detectives were able 
to arrest offenders for a burglary in Letchworth. Great result. 

protect presents and property
This is the time of year when it’s darker earlier and people have been  

preparing for Christmas by making more purchases. So it seems like a 
good time to remind everyone of the following advice:

• Ensure homes and outlying buildings are fully locked when empty.
• Invest in timer switches and security lights to help illuminate your 

home when you are not in. These are readily available from local shops 
and supermarkets. If you work full time, please be aware that on dull 
days, lights are now going on in houses from as early as 3.30pm. Homes 
in complete darkness will stand out as being unoccupied. Royston Rural 
Neighbourhood Team has a box of timers and they are free. First come, 
first served. 

• Ensure outside lights are working and that sensors are pointing in 
the appropriate directions.

• Do not leave presents or expensive equipment on show or stacked 
up under the Christmas tree as these can be easily seen.

• Do not tell people on social media that you are away.
• Be aware of what you put out for recycling. Large TV or computer 

boxes will alert people to recent purchases and gifts. Turn these inside 
out or take them to the recycling centre instead.

Please pass on these messages to your neighbours. A well-lit and oc-
cupied street will help to deter opportunists.

keep your dog safe
Following an unsuccesful attempt by two men to steal a dog from 

Pudding Lane in Barley, the neighbourhood team have issued the fol-
lowing advice to dog owners:

• Ensure that your dog wears a collar and identification (ID tag) when 
in a public place. On the tag, include your surname, address, telephone 
number and full postcode. If your dog is microchipped, and you have 
room to write that on the tag, then try to do so.

• Do not leave your dog unattended in the car or tied up outside a 
shop.

• Microchip your dog so that if the ID tag is removed, it is still 
permanently identifiable.

• Ensure that your dog does not go out of sight on walks. You should 
also vary your walk times and routes.

• Make sure that your dog is neutered as this will reduce the chances 
of theft for breeding.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI enjoyed an excellent  dinner at George’s 
Hall  Bar and Grill, Biggleswade on December 8th. 20 members sat down 
to enjoy roast turkey, sirloin steak or red snapper, all with accompany-
ing vegetables and trimmings, followed by fruit crumble or cheese slate. 
We were among many other parties of Christmas diners so with the hall 
beautifully decorated we really felt Christmas had started. The crackers at 
George’s Hall were lovely with gold paper hats and very nice gifts inside, 
including purses, nail files, packs of cards, to name a few. Well done, 
George’s Hall, a very good evening was enjoyed by all.

The Hinxworth and Edworth WI would like to wish all our friends 
and neighbours in the villages and beyond a very Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful 2017, and to say that all new members will be welcome on 
the second Thursday of the month.

Next months meeting: will be on Thursday 12th January 2017 at 
the Village Hall, Hinxworth, at 7.30 pm, the speaker to be announced.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

HYP greetings
HYP would like to wish everyone a Merry  Christmas and a Healthy 

and Happy New Year. Thanks to everyone in the village for their support 
this year and we look forward to a third year of fun activities, trips and 
just hanging out with our village friends. 
Jayne, Karen and all the HYPstars

Lighting up Advent

we couldn’t resist picturing this Advent window at 14 Francis Road. 
It looks even better in colour at www.hinxworth.info


