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Please send all copy and pictures for August’s edition to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, or e-mail copy and 
pictures to villagevoice3@gmail.com by July 20. Thank you.

»  Village Voice  «Village Voice

Newnham Church Lunch
Book this date now. Newnham Lunch will be held on Sunday July 

30 at 1 pm at Newnham Hall Cottage, Newnham. Tickets: adults £14, 
children under 12 £4, available from  Audrey Whalley, phone 01462 
742517 and from Fiona Hughes 01462 742709.

Foxtail danger to dogs

Big Breakfast - book the date
The Big Breakfast will be held on 9 July in Hinxworth and Edworth 

Village Hall from 10am – 1 pm. Full English £6. Half English/Conti-
nental/Children’s breakfast £3.

food will fund WI bursary
Monies raised this year will provide a bursary for a W.I. member to attend 
Denman College, the W.I. Adult Education Centre. With your support 
last year, we were able to give £300 to The Save Denman Appeal.

Your continued support during our 80th year is much appreciated.
Viv Hughes

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir
present a concert in aid of church funds at St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth, on Saturday July 8 at 7.30 pm.Tickets, £10, to include a 
complimentary glass of wine, from Patrick Forbes. Phone 01462 742015, 
patrickforbes06@gmail.com

Icknield Quilters at Caldecote Church

Race night date altered
The Race Night to be run by the Hinxworth Village Hall Committee 

has been brought forward by one week to 16 September, from the 23rd. 

I would just like to offer a word of advice to those who walk dogs 
along the track across the fields in case they are not aware of this. The 
foxtail grasses growing along the edges of the track can be extremely 

dangerous to animals, bur-
rowing into the body at any 
point from nose to paws.  
The seeds cannot be broken 
down by the animal’s system 
and their hairy spikes make 
them difficult to remove 
- they are unlikely to fall 
away unaided.  They may 
make their way through the 
body to the vital organs and 
the brain, causing consider-
able damage and possibly 
proving fatal.  They are 
apparently difficult to spot 
once inside.  

Stanley -  a foxtail victim 

check nose to toes
Some years ago one of my previous dogs had one of these stuck into 
the corner of his eye.  Fortunately I spotted it and was able to remove 
it immediately.  It was only later that I learned how badly that incident 
could have turned out.  So please, at this time of year, if you allow your 
dog to run free or cannot prevent that inquisitive nose from investigat-
ing the edges of the track, and taking the rest of the dog with it, check 
literally - nose to toes.
Marian Barnett

Village defibrillator familiarisation
Come along and learn how to use this life saving equipment. Free 

tuition by a professional with 40 years experience. 
Session to be held at the Village Hall at

7pm next Tuesday 4th July 2017
All ages are welcome.

Contact Russ Lewis for further details if required
on hinxworthdefib@gmail.com

No booking necessary!

Caldecote Church Friends are proud to present Icknield Quilters’ 
sixth public exhibition on 22 and 23 July 2017 from 12 noon - 5 pm

Come and admire their patchwork quilts and wall hangings superbly 
designed and produced to be shown at the exhibition.

Take a guided tour to see four unique features of interest inside and 
outside the church. Immerse yourself in a peaceful atmosphere of the 
countryside with a cup of tea and a home-made cake.

Superfast Broadband Update
Voneus have received in excess of 40 applications for 

superfast broadband to Hinxworth. We have identified that 
within phase one we can deliver to 22 properties. We will 
be writing to these householders shortly. Within this phase 
there are 50 homes between the High Street to the left of 
Chapel Street along to Homefield and Francis Road which 
could be part of the network build from which we have not 
had expressions of interest.

want superfast? - ask for it now
When building a network of any size, we must always con-
sider the cost of delivery. To enable properties not within 
phase one, we are able to deliver to you, but we do not yet 
have the economy of scale to do so. So please encourage 
neighbours to register interest. Visit www.voneus.com. Call 
our sales team on 020 3026 4123 today, or email sales@
voneus.com
Gary Day, Sales Director, Voneus. foxtail grass

a very big thank you
to all who kindly distribute Village Voice come rain or shine, to Michael 
Baim, Ed Thorn and Annette who proof read Village Voice and to Richard 
Floyd who generously prints Village Voice for us each month.

The Tea Dance, arranged for July 2 in Hinxworth Village Hall, has been 
cancelled, due to lack of ticket take-up. We discovered this cancellation, 
almost by chance. as we went to press.

Sunday’s tea dance cancelled!

Village Voice small-ads work
and they are free



Steve Jarvis, County Councillor
Liberal Democrat Steve Jarvis was elected as County Councillor 

for the new Royston West and Rural seat which takes in Hinxworth, 
Newnham, Caldecote and Ashwell, Sandon, Weston and all the villages 
between Royston and Baldock. I asked him about his life.

“I trained as an engineer and I have worked  in the IT and telecoms 
industry all my working life. Until about 15 years ago I worked for a 

Congratulations to Gerald and 
Audrey Clare who celebrated 
t h e i r  d i a m o n d  w e d d i n g 
anniversary on June 1.

series of multinational companies. 
None of them exist any longer. The 
only company I’ve worked for which 
still exists is my own which I run 
now. It sells database software to 
small businesses.” 

everyone political
“I got into politics because my wife 
had been brought up in a household 
where everyone was involved in politics. We lived in Shillington in Bedford-
shire. I have been a district councillor for 25 years. Now is the first time I 
have ever been a county councillor.” His wife has been a teacher, taught at 
Ashwell School and is now Pro Vice Chancellor of Hertfordshire University. 

How on earth does he run a business, and be both a district councillor and 
a county councillor? “The business is quite flexible in the amount of time I 
have to give to it. The biggest centre of population in the division is the Great 
Ashby Estate on the edge of Stevenage. So  I represent people who essentially 
live in Stevenage, some people who live in Royston and a lot of people who live 
in villages in between. I have to try and represent all these people adequately 
and not get focused on one area to the exclusion of the others. I spend a lot of 
time attending parish council meetings while making sure that there are other 
contacts in those areas. I have had many conversations with people about their 
concerns regarding the state of roads. There are clearly significant issues, there 
are peculiarities in the way in which they are managed.” 

adult social care is major challenge
“It’s important to remember that the County Council doesn’t spend 
all it has on highways. It spends some £80 million a year on roads but 
something like £500 million on adult care of the elderly and people 
with learning disabilities. Its big challenge is how it copes with a rapidly 
increasing number of very elderly people who have very significant needs.” 

I observed, as someone not quite dead, that it can sometimes feel 
as if everything is our fault. “We have certainly become successful at 
keeping people alive and healthy for longer. We’ve extended their life 
expectancy faster than we’ve extended their healthy life expectancy, and 
that’s a challenge for social care. I read that a while ago there were 1400 
centenarians in Europe. Now there are thousands of them in the UK. 
Many of them live very independent lives but a proportion of them aren’t. 
Many commercial care providers are pulling out because they can’t make 
money. The Council has responsibilities for vulnerable children. It has 
the responsibility for seeing that education is available but is not allowed 
to provide it. The government’s approach on that is mad!”

council not always right
What gives Steve hope? “Given that there’s not enough money to do 
everything, I hope we can get more value. It’s a question of what people 
value. Council tends to decide what they think we value and go and do 
that. But they are not always right. There are  cases where if operations 
were done differently, more people would benefit for the same cost.”

“Instead of the Council repairing just the worst potholes, if they 
repaired  all of them on one journey, that would save money. There are 
ways in which Councils can do a better job without spending more. Just 
because you are doing a great job, it doesn’t mean it couldn’t be done 
better. You have to be realistic about what you can achieve. For example 
the planning system is mad but it’s what we’ve got. So let’s see how it 
can be made to work better. Helping people to help themselves is often 
a much better way of  working  and often better value.” To contact Steve 
write to him at 26 High Street, Graveley, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 7LA, 
email him at steve@stevejarvis.org.uk or phone him at 01438 727122.
Patrick Forbes

On Wednesday 28th June, our Heidi flew to Germany to represent 
England at the 2017 Dance World Cup in Offenburg. Heidi, age 13, 
dances with the Footworks School of Dance & Musical Theatre in Steve-
nage, www.footworksschoolofdance.co.uk 
She represented England in the Group 
Song & Dance category.

20 in squad
The championship has 12,000 competitors 
from 47 countries dancing in hundreds of 
categories and age groups. There are 20 
children in Heidi’s England squad. The 
final is on Saturday 1 July.
Sonja Bentley

Heidi dances for England

We wish Heidi well in the competition and will report the result.

Friday was our first outdoor HYP of the year down at Middle Farm 
with some trampolining, swingball, netball post, a gym bar, water bal-

HYP News

loon fights and a quiz all about 
Poo! I bet you didn’t know that 
the word “turd” is derived from 
the Middle English language! Well 
done to Grace who won the quiz. 
We had a BBQ and sang Happy 
Birthday to Elizabeth who will be 
13 and welcomed Luca Perricone 
from Ashwell. 

I hope the children will ac-
company me to the Defibrillator 
training on Wednesday 4 July and claim their voucher to spend at the 
snack bar at next months HYP which is Friday 14 July on the rec.
Jayne Whitfield

First 60 years Welcome,Eliza

Eliza Ann Karen Bradshaw, seen with 
father Scott and mother Jessica, was 
baptised at St Nicholas Church on June 4.

picture by Viv Hughes

The Big Lunch happened but.....

not too many people turned up on Sunday June 18th.  Was it because 
of a clash with Father’s Day? Surely the weather wasn’t to blame? One  
person who was there said it was a shame more villagers hadn’t turned 
up. Those who were there said they enjoyed the occasion.



July 4 Defibrillator tuition in Hinxworth Village Hall 7 pm, see page 1
July 6 Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7 pm
July 8 Concert by WGC Male Voice Choir St Nicholas Church 7.30 pm
July 9 Big Breakfast Hinxworth Village Hall 10 am - 1 pm see page 1
July 14 Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
July 14 HYP meet on Hinxworth Recreation Ground
July 20 copy deadline for August Village Voice
July 22 & 23 Icknield Quilters Exhibition, Caldecote Church 12 - 5 pm
July 25 Photography course begins, Hinxworth Village Hall 7 - 8 pm
July 30 Newnham Parish Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm
August 19 Cruise the Ouse 2.30 pm see back page
Sept 16 Race Night, Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30 pm
Oct 28 Autumn Lunch, Food & Craft Fair. Hinxworth Village Hall 11-4pm

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WIHinxworth Parish Council
 Note of a meeting of the Council held on June 7 in the village hall.
Present: Mr R. Cobb, Chairman; Mr R. Lewis, Vice-Chairman;                                                                 

Mr E. Sore; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Apologies: Mr D. Osmond, Mr 
N. Tiffin. 

1. The minutes of the meeting of 4 May were agreed by the Parish 
Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 

2. Correspondence: Notification has been received from Hinxworth 
and Edworth Village Hall Management Committee of their intention to 
increase the charges for the hire of the hall as from April 2018.

3. Finance:   The Councillors agreed to the expenditure for the current 
month. Annual Accounts 2016/2017: A copy of the annual accounts for 
2016/2017 were circulated to the Councillors. These have been audited 
by the internal auditor. Those Councillors present agreed unanimously 
to adopt the accounts. These were then signed by the Chairman and the 
Financial Officer responsible to be forwarded to BDO Stoy Hayward 
for the external audit. The Councillors conveyed their thanks to Jayne 
Whitfield for carrying out the internal audit of the accounts.

4. Highways: Hinxworth Footpaths: a response has been received 
from Julia Clarke, Hertfordshire County Council Countryside Access 
Officer, on May 5 as follows:-  “I will mark Hinxworth as a priority for 
the contractors”. To date the clearing of the footpaths has not been carried 
out. Numerous potholes within the village are still in need of repair. The 
Chairman and the Clerk are to meet to identify these and again notify 
Hertfordshire Highways accordingly. Overgrown Hedges: The hedges in 
New Inn Road and Ashwell Road are overgrown. These were reported to 
Hertfordshire Highways prior to the recent County Council Election. 
Action has yet to be taken. 

5.  The Tennis Court: The Parish Councillors will await a report on 
the cleaning of the court surface from Nick Tiffin.

6. The Allotments: Grass and hedge cutting: The Councillors agreed 
to a one-off payment for the cutting of the grass around the allotments 
and the cutting back of the hedge adjacent to the field. The work has 
already been carried out by David Granger. Fund Raising: Hilary Per-
ricone, Chairperson of HAG, plans to hold fund raising events to help 
purchase a new motor mower.This along with grant applications will 
help to cover the cost. 

7. Any Other Urgent Business: Hinxworth Parish Council Website: 
Russell Lewis will contact Joe Perricone to progress this matter further.

Defibrillator Training: An advertisement was put in the Village Voice 
for residents to come forward to volunteer to be trained in the use of the 
defibrillator. To date only four people have responded.

8: Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday July 6 2017 at 7.00pm in 
the Village Hall. 

      The meeting closed at 8.05pm.
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council  

Annual Charity Golf Day at the Shoes
raises £770 for air ambulance

A great round of golf was enjoyed on Friday 16 June at Mount Pleas-
ant, Lower Stondon, by 21 players with the winner Paul King scoring 
41 points, see picture.

Afterwards the players and 
partners had a great meal in the 
perfect setting of the Three Horse-
shoes garden with prize giving 
and raffle, followed by the band. I 
would like to say a big thank you 
to Julie and Gerry for all their help.

The raffle and auction raised 
£770 for the local Air Ambulance. 
Thank you to everyone who took 
part or contributed by buying a raffle 
ticket or auction prize, I know the 
funds raised will be well received.
Simon Cheshire

We had to postpone the meeting on June 8 due to the General Elec-
tion, so it was held on 15 June, but unfortunately the speaker could not 
come on the changed date so we all got together at the usual time and 
discussed future fund-raising events. The Big Breakfast on Sunday 9 July 
and the Autumn Festival in October. Names of all the WI members were 
put in a hat to win the WI bursary to go to Denman College. The lucky 
winner was Nicky Williams from Francis Road. I do hope she finds an 
enjoyable course to go on. The evening continued with the usual tea and 
cake, and closed at 9.30pm.

Next meeting: Garden Meeting  with kind permission from Viv and 
Geoff Burrows on Thursday July 13  7pm. All husbands and partners 
welcome. Don’t  forget to bring a garden chair, and if you wish to swim 
come early, about 6pm, so you can chill off before the meeting.

There will be no meeting in August. September meeting;  Along the 
Inca Trail  - Stafford Steed. Photographic  talk. 7.45 pm, Village Hall, 
Hinxworth. All welcome.
Carol Cheney

Allotment tea party raises a lot

Sunday June 11 saw a little over 120 people gather in the grounds 
of the Three Horseshoes to enjoy the Allotment Tea Party. Organised 
by Hilary Perricone, Chairperson of the Allotment Group, its aim was 
to celebrate one of the key activities in the village and at the same time 
raise needed funds.

£470 was raised. This will be used to buy equipment to maintain the 
allotment area. The good news is that to this amount will be added  a fur-
ther £250 grant from the Hertfordshire County Council Locality Scheme.

“We were thrilled with the support we received,” said Hilary, “and it 
was so good to have all the help we did to make the day so enjoyable.”

Entertainment was provided by Joey Hanson from Stevenage who 
played his guitar and sang. He even got three 
bookings from this gig.

“However,” said Hilary, “the afternoon 
would not have happened without the help 
of so many people. I have to thank Julie and 
Gerry at the pub who donated the venue 
together with the tea, coffee and sandwiches, 
Nicky, Ian and Pam who worked so tirelessly 
throughout the afternoon, everyone who 
donated cakes, and members of the Allotment 
Group who helped run the event. By the way, there are 20 allotment plots, 
of which 14 have been let. If anyone is interested,please contact me.”

All in all, a good time was had by all and the allotment area will look 
all the better for it.
Michael Baim



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

July 2 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
July 9 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
July 16  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
July 23 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
              9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham
July 30 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Hinxworth & Edworth WI celebrating 
80 years. 2017.

 Autumn Lunch, Food and Craft Fair. October 28. Hinxworth and 
Edworth Village Hall. 11am – 4pm.

Home-made cakes, sweet treats, chocolates, jams and  preserves, 
crafts, books, art work and much more. Light lunches will be served 
using local produce. Tea and coffee served throughout.

 Come along and buy early for  Christmas.  Watch this space for 
more information during the run up.

This event will be advertised throughout the local area and beyond. If 
anyone is interested or knows anyone interested in booking a free pitch 
please contact Debbie Birdsey on 01462 743364. Booking fee £10, re-
fundable on the day - get in touch as soon as you can as space is limited. 

The procession wound its way slowly through the villages 
of Edworth, Hinxworth, Newnham and Caldedcote. A group 
of black clad mourners led the way. They walked in a silence 
occasionally broken by a cry or a sob.

I dared to ask one of the people why they were walking. 
“Haven’t you heard? Village Voice has ceased publication 
and we don’t know what’s happening any more. I think the 
editor got too old or went mad or just vanished one day. And 
no-one has come forward to replace  him.” Was this a dream 
or a nightmare, I wonder.

If you  would like to talk about learning how to be the 
editor of Village Voice, and about the help available, just ring 
Patrick on 01462 742015. The clock is ticking.

Cruise the Ouse
Saturday 19 August. Departs 2.30pm from Priory Marina Bedford.

The WI, as part of our 80th Anniversary Celebrations, have chartered 
the John Bunyan Community Boat.  Please join us, all welcome, for a 
leisurely three-hour cruise, firstly going upstream through the town to 
Queen’s Bridge where we turn and head back downstream and out into 
the countryside to the Barns Hotel before turning again and heading 
back to the Marina. All this, while enjoying a full afternoon tea platter 
with unlimited tea and coffee. 

a bargain at £20
There is also a licensed bar on board and wheelchair access and facilities 
for the less able. All for just under £20. Book now to avoid disappoint-
ment as places are limited. A £10 deposit will secure your seat. Contact 
Claire Hay on 01462 742477.

Editor suffers nightmare

Soup Lunch - déjeuner aux potages!
Join us for a delicious lunch on Friday July 14th in Hinxworth and 

Edworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. It’s Bastille Day so 
French tricolours will be welcome. A guillotine has not been booked.

Photography course
Would you like to learn more about your cameras and the techniques 

to improve your photos.? Come along to our six week course run by 
Peter Hoskins Photography. £10 per person per workshop, or just £50 if 
you sign up for all six. Booking is essential. Minimum eight, maximum 
15 attendees.

Tuesday 25 July 2017  7 - 8 pm at Hinxworth & Edworth Village 
Hall. Contact peterhoskinsphotography@hotmail.com or ring 07702 
013910 and 07885 766319.

The editor strongly recommends this course. He found it informa-
tive and helpful. Better still, he hopes  to encourage more photographers  
to send him their pictures for Village Voice.

Sing, act and dance at summer stage school 
in Ashwell. Theme:Smurfs!

Age groups: 4-8 and 9-13 years old. Dates: Mon 31st July to Fri 
4th August and/or Mon 7th to Fri 11th August. Times: 9:30am - 3pm 
every day.

Price: £175 -  *Get £5 off. Quote “VV17”. Book Now: Contact Alex 
on 07903 058 568  ashwellstageschool@gmail.com

New Police app for Herts.
Hertfordshire Constabulary’s new mobile 

phone app will make them even more accessible 
to the public.

The Hertfordshire Police app, which can be 
downloaded from the iTunes App Store and 
Google Play Store, is available for  iPhone and Android devices. As well 
as providing up to date information on news and policing in local areas, 
users can also directly link through to the force’s new online crime report 
and live web-chat. The ability to report crimes online and increase the 
ways the public can contact the police is a central part of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Lloyd’s Community Safety and Criminal 
Justice Plan for Hertfordshire.

more options
PCC David Lloyd said: “The app is yet another way of contacting the 
police and gives the public more options and an alternative to using the 
phone. I want to make it as easy as possible to contact our officers and 
not everybody wants to speak to an officer – being able to use web-chat 
on their phone, or report crimes via the app is a great service. I’m also 
encouraged that since we launched the online services at the beginning 
of the month, we’ve seen a 53% increase in our web-chat and 44% 
increase in crimes being reported online.” A video, showing the public 
how to use the new services was made available earlier this month and 
can be viewed on the Constabulary and Commissioner’s Facebook and 
YouTube channels.

sharing intelligence on line
Other online services include Online Intelligence which enables informa-
tion to be digitally reported directly to the police, information on how 
to apply for a range of services and details on how to contact various 
departments within the force.

Chief Constable Charlie Hall added, “I am really pleased to see the 
use of these new online services increasing. By expanding our online 
services we’re reducing the pressure on our control room, which means 
that they can focus on those truly urgent 999 calls.”

These online services are available as an alternative to calling 101 for 
non-emergency matters. Please remember that you should always call 
999 when it is an emergency, such as when a crime is in progress, some-
one suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life or when 
violence is being used or threatened. We welcome any feedback from the 
public using our new services to help improve development in the future.


