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Please send all copy and pictures for April’s edition to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, 
or e-mail copy and pictures to villagevoice3@gmail.com 
by March 20th. Thank you.

Baldock Community Orchestra
Spring Concert in St Nicholas Church, 

Hinxworth on Saturday March 25 at 7 pm. 
Nutcracker Suite medley, excerpts from Last Night of the 

Proms, From a Distance, Holst’s Jupiter, 17 Come Sunday from 
Vaughan Williams’ Folksong Suite, plus a new take on Bobby 
Shaftoe. There will also be a variety of chamber music items from 
members of the orchestra.

Tickets, £10 with free glass of wine, from Patrick Forbes, phone 
01462 742015, email:  patrickforbes@waitrose.com
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 Up to £1000 fine for dog mess
The law states that you can be given an on-the-spot fine if you don’t 

clean up after your dog. The amount varies from council to council. 
It’s often £50 and can be as much as £80. If you refuse to pay the fine, 
you can be taken to court and fined up to £1,000. Registered blind dog 
owners can’t be fined. You can report dog fouling to your local council.

The 16th Ashwell Flea Market will take place in St.Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell on Saturday 18 March from 9.30am – 1.00pm. Many interesting, 
wonderful and useful items for sale at knock-down prices. Come and 
browse and pick up some bargains. Tea and coffee available. Proceeds to 
the Church Restoration Appeal.

Fleas return to Ashwell

Newnham Church Lunch
Book this date now. Newnham Lunch will be held on Sunday July 

30th at 1 pm. Tickets: adults £14, children under 12 £4. 

Saturday 11 March 10am - 4pm, Sunday 12 March 12.30 - 4pm in St 
Mary’s Church, Ashwell. The church will be full of quilts and wall hangings 
and much more. If you have a quilt you would like to include in the Festival, 
contact Caroline Evens on 01462 742277. Sales table and raffle and lovely 
homemade refreshments. Entry £4 - all proceeds to St Mary’s Church.’

Ashwell Quilt Festival

The W.I. ‘Big Breakfast’ returns
Mothering Sunday 26th March.  10am – 1pm.Village Hall. Treat 

Mum. Treat the family. Treat yourself.  Still at last year’s prices. £6 Full 
English,  Half portion, Child portion or Continental £3.Tickets from: 
Sylvia Scales. 01462 742505.

Superfast broadband news
Connected Counties have been in touch to say that they have made no 
progress rolling out superfast broadband to our post code area. They say 
that they appreciate that we might find this disappointing! 

Meanwhile Dunton has organized a broadband scheme which uses a 
radio link  with an aerial on the parish church tower for the  final con-
nection to homes. David Booth explained that he had moved to Dunton 
in 2013. BT Infinity was supposed to be installed in the village. “I took 
that with a pinch of salt. After we moved in, the installation date was 
moved back  six months. That was then put back another six months.That 
happened a couple of times. We started sending out emails to appropri-
ate people trying to find the reason. A green cabinet was then installed 
at the edge of the village. We were excited but then nothing happened 
at all. I contacted our Member of Parliament, Alistair Burt. He learned 
from BT that when they installed the green cabinet, there were additional 
complications taking costs beyond their budget so they decided not to 
proceed. This was gutting for those who had waited patiently.”

action group formed
“We formed an action group and looked for anyone who would help. 
Gigaclear were interested until they saw BT had a green cabinet in place. 
EE were interested in providing 4G wireless broadband. That was in 
the week they were bought out by BT and all communication stopped. 
I wrote to Virgin who replied in a week to say the numbers were not 
commercially viable. A Virgin Research and Development guy worked 
for three months to try and find a way forward, but funding wasn’t 
possible. He talked to Voneus, saying Virgin had a cable on the edge of 
Biggleswade, would Voneus be interested in providing the last mile link 
to Dunton? Voneus are our broadband provider, connected to Virgin’s 
network. They transmit from Biggleswade to Dunton church. Almost 
invisible antennae on the church link wirelessly to Dunton houses.”

massive increase in broadband speed
“I was one of the better served residents with around two to two and a 
half Mb/second. Others  were getting up to one and a half. Now we get 
45 to 50 Mb/s. I was with BT paying £18 for broadband plus £18  or so 
for line rental. I now pay £35 a month with no line rental. If I needed a 
phone service, I could pay £12 a month for Voice over internet service.
Call costs are negligible. We’re very pleased. If you walk round Dunton 
you’ll see these palm sized dishes pointing to the church. The Diocese 
of St Albans have approved this pioneer installation.”

“Voneus said they needed a minimum of 30 residents taking the 
service to break even over the two year contract. I think we’re well over 
that number.”  Maybe this is the best way forward for our villages. 
Patrick Forbes

Birthing packs for Tanzanian mums
Hinxworth’s Sew Busy 
group has been knitting 
blankets and hats for 
mothers-to-be in Tanza-
nia who have little or no 
money. Carol Cheney, 
left,  crochets a blanket 
and Shaun the Sheep 
models a baby’s hat.



Happy 80th Birthday, WI!

March 2 Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall, 7 pm.
March 8 talk on the Great War Memorials, Ashwell School 8 pm.
March 9 Mothers Union Lady Day service St Mary’s Ashwell 10.30am
March 9 Hinxworth & Edworth WI meeting, Village Hall 7.45 pm.
March 10 Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
March 11/12 Ashwell Quilt Festival, St Mary’s Church, see page 1
March 17 Village Walk, meet 3 Horseshoes 10.30 am
March 18 Ashwell flea market, St Mary’s Church 9.30 am - 1 pm
March 25 Baldock Community Orchestra Cconcert, St Nicholas 7pm
March 26 WI Big Breakfast Hinxworth Village Hall 10 am - 1 pm
April 4 Photography course begine, Hinxworth Village Hall, see col 1
April 6 Hinxworth Parish Council  AGM 8 pm Village Hall, 
April 26 Coach trip to Hampton Court. See above.
July 30 Newnham Parish Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm
If you want events listed here, contact villagevoice3@gmail.com

Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth,  as 
a service to the community.  The PCC and church members do 

not necessarily endorse views expressed in Village Voice.

Friends of Ashwell Museum offers
  1   Friends of Ashwell Village Museum AGM  Wednesday March 

8th 8pm at Ashwell School. The Speaker is Dr Mervyn Miller on  ‘The 
Great War Memorials.’  Admission is free and all are welcome.

 2   Coach Trip to Hampton Court Wednesday 26th April   Leaving 
Ashwell, opposite the Three Tuns at 9am.  Advance Booking Essential 
Cost £35 which includes coach and admission. Please Contact Karen 
Mills 01462 742155 or Hilary Masham 01462 742416.

Hinxworth and Edworth Women’s Institute celebrated its 80th 
Birthday on Thursday February 9. To open the evening the Sew Busy 
sewing group sang Jerusalem to a version sung by The Harmonies, the 
WI Talent Contest winners. This was warmly received, and the evening 
continued with the reading of the first WI minutes of 1937 when the 
meeting was held in the meeting room at the back of the Old Rectory. 
The minutes of the first birthday party in 1938 were read.

Yvonne Tookey, President, gave out items of business, and told every 
one present that the rolled up linen bags in the tables were gifts of a 
shopping bag with commemorative writing on it. 

history of Hinxworth
Sylvia Scales then presented a talk on the The  History of Hinxworth, 
accompanied by a slide show. She and Claire Hay had worked very hard 
and collected pictures of the village as it was before 1937. It was most in-
teresting to see how the village had changed sometimes not for the better. 
The photographs of the people of the time standing outside their homes 
dressed in their Sunday best, make one believe that at a pre-arranged 
time a photographer visited the village and took the photographs. There 
was also an exhibition of the history with the original photographs in 
the meeting room of the village hall the next day for soup lunch and on 
the Saturday and Sunday. 

good time had by all
The evening continued with drinks and snacks while we played visual 
games organised by Viv Hughes, which were great fun and caused many 
a laugh. The birthday cake in the shape of 80 and made by Jerry Keep 
was cut by one of our members who lives in Ashwell, Maggie Bedford, 
who will be leaving the district soon. After the raffle was drawn and 
thanks given by our visitors from Ashwell, Letchworth and Biggleswade 
WIs the evening drew to a close with every one agreeing that a good 
time was had by all.

Next month’s meeting; “Hidden Wonders of Korea”  a video and talk 
by Dr Youjin Chang, on Thursday March 9 at 7.45 pm, the Village Hall  
Hinxworth. All new members very welcome. Come and see what it’s all 
about before you make the decision to join.
Carol Cheney.

Newnham’s biennial Burns Supper took place in the Village Hall on 
Saturday 28 January. This very popular celebration in memory of the 
poet’s birthday was much enjoyed by all; with Ian Craig as MC and Iain 
Bain as piper leading the proceedings. We feasted on broth, followed by 
haggis, made by Chapmans in Baldock - and very tasty it was too, neaps 
and tatties, finishing up with a selection of Scottish cheeses and oatcakes, 
all washed down with a variety of beverages including a dram or two of 
“uisge beatha” - water of life - or as we Sassenachs would have it Scotch 
Whisky. The haggis was piped-in in traditional fashion and given a stir-
ring address by the MC whilst brandishing a lethal looking dagger. After 
the meal several people went temporarily crazy at an auction of Scottish 
delights including a spirtle and a bag of peat, followed by a very noisy 
Scottish themed raffle - tartan tea towels much in evidence. 

admirable enthusiasm, no one hurt
Tables and chairs were then folded up and pushed back to allow the 
dancing to commence - chaotic to say the least - and, despite the efforts 
of Ian and Roberta to lead the way, Stripping the White Sergeant and 
Dashing the Gay Gordons etc. were untidily performed on a crowded 
dance-floor with admirable enthusiasm and no serious injuries. Then to 
my embarrassment Mrs Boddington, after months of secret practice I 
suspect, managed to land her only £1 coin just 50cm away from a bottle 
of malt, at a distance of 20 paces, to take the spoils. I hope she gives me 
a tot. £1,020 was raised towards Village Hall funds, including £185 on 
the auction. Great fun - many thanks to all helpers and cooks etc. Roll 
on January 2019.
Kit Boddington

Badger sporran, and piper  Iain Bain - pictures Kit Boddington 

 Photography Course
Would you like to learn more about your camera and the tech-

niques to improve your photos?  Come along to our six week camera 
course run by professional photographer Peter Hoskins. Tuesday 4 

April 2017, 7- 8pm at Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall.
£10 p.p per workshop, or just £50 if you sign up for all six.
 Booking is essential. Minimum eight people, maximum 15.

Contact us for further detailst:  07702 013910 or 07885 766319, 
email:  peterhoskinsphotography@hotmail.com

www.peterhoskinsphotography.co.uk 
facebook.com/PeterHoskinsPhotography

A varied and interesting programme for our 80th Year will be dis-
played on the Village Notice Board by the postbox. Most of our meetings 
are open meetings and visitors are very welcome.  Look out for details 
of Special  Events:  

Mar.26  Mothering Sunday Big Breakfast;
April 8  Big Village Tidy Up;
Oct 28   Autumn Lunch, Craft, Produce Fair;
Dec  Carol Concert, date to be announced.  
Monies raised this year will provide a bursary for a W.I. member to 

attend Denman College, the W.I. Adult Education Centre. With your 
support, last year we were able to give £300 to The Save Denman Appeal.

Your continued support during our 80th year is much appreciated.
Viv Hughes

Dates for your diary

Newnham Burns Night Party



Ask for Mortier’s amazing teas

HYP News

Hinxworth Parish Council
  Notes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on February 

2 in Hinxworth Village Hall at 7 pm. 
Present:Mr R. Cobb, Vice- Chairman; Mr D. Osmond;                                                                 

Mr E. Sore; Mr N. Tiffin; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Apologies: Mr R. Lewis
1. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 5 January were agreed by 

Hinxworth Archers sweep the board
Hinxworth’s archers entered 12 competitors for the Herts.  annual 

indoor championships held at the Gosling Sports Centre in Welwyn 
Garden City on February 12. A total of 108 archers from all Hert-
fordshire clubs took part in this all day event spread over three sessions 
starting at 9 am and ending at  6pm. When the results were announced 
Hinxworth’s Archery Club was mentioned more often than any other, 
dominating the Compound.

five golds,two silver, one bronze
In the Longbow categories  a total of eight medals, five gold, two silver 
and one bronze, completed the day’s haul.

Individual results. All Hinxworth Archers
Compound Gents Champion:  Neil Bridgewater, Compound Lady 

Champion:  Isobel Wayman, Longbow Gents Champion:  Derek Bridge-
water. Longbow second place: Steve Weston. Longbow third place: Dave 
Chudley. Recurve Junior second place:  Jack Bridgewater (15)

Team Results
1st.Compound Team:  Hinxworth
1st.Longbow Team:  Hinxworth
1st Recurve Team:  Hertford

David Osmond

Village Hall Management Committee
 The committee met in January 2017 to discuss the results for the year 

ended 31 December 2016. Income for the year was slightly down on last 
year, but still a healthy £12,100 was raised through various events and 
hire of the hall and equipment. Our costs for running the hall and the 
event costs etc. totalled £12,700, so we actually made a loss of £600 for 
the year. The committee undertook a programme of maintenance during 
2016 to keep the hall in good shape. This had been planned and we had 
set aside funds to do the work over the last couple of years, so it did not 
impact on our in-year costs. The cost of the work was almost £2,000.

new kitchen will cost over £10,000
The committee try hard to balance using the hall for village events at 
subsidised rates and raising funds for the hall itself. In 2017 the com-
mittee will be looking at a number of fundraising events for the hall, as 
we desperately need to upgrade our kitchen facilities. We have set aside 
£1,000 towards this but will need to raise in excess of £10,000 to get 
ourselves a nice new kitchen. If you do have any ideas for fundraising 
please contact Barry Huber, Chairman.  
Elaine Olson-Williams, Treasurer

February’s session of HYP was a busy one.  We had a Social Media 
Quiz, Valentine’s Day Blow-Darts and the ever favourite bingo! The 
snack bar was open for business as usual.

 We also had a special helper, Patrick Forbes,who was introduced  to  
the mysteries of pot noodles and microwaved popcorn. Thanks for all 
your help.  Our Hypstar was Elizabeth Tidmarsh. Our next meeting is 
on Friday 9 March and is a trip to Laser Kombat. 
Karen Mills

Blow-Darts, Bingo and Pot Noodle

the Parish Councillors and signed by 
the Vice-Chairman. 

2. Finance: Current Parish 
Council Funds: The Councillors 
agreed to the expenditure for the 
current month. 

3. Planning: The Trees behind 
the War Memorial: The exact deline-
ation of the boundary of the War 
Memorial has now been resolved. 
The Parish Councillors thank David 
Eddell for his co-operation. The 
quote for the removal of two of the 
trees has been agreed. 

4. Highways: There has been no 
action in respect of various issues as 
reported again last month. Therefore 

Defibrillator near the Three 
Horseshoes, see item 8

Tony Hunter and Gary Henning will be invited to again ‘walk the Vil-
lage’ as they did last May so the Parish Councillors can identify all the 
areas that require attention. In the meantime, the potholes in the High 
Street are to be reported to Hertfordshire Highways. 

5. Village Hall: The accounts as at December 2016 were circulated. 
The Parish Councillors thank the Village Hall Management Committee 
for their continuing endeavours. 

6. Recreation Ground: Joyriding; having considered the installation 
of a locked barrier, the Parish Councillors agreed  the gap in the hedge 
area entrance at the far end of the Car Park/Recreation Ground would 
be better served by bollards being installed. Further investigations are 
to be made in the Spring and then the course of action will be decided. 

Dog Fouling: As reported in Village Voice and by many of the 
residents in the village this is becoming a growing problem. The Parish 
Councillors therefore intend to install a sign on the Recreation Ground 
informing that dog fouling will not be tolerated. If this proves successful 
a further sign/signs could be erected in the Village. 

Recreation Ground Maintenance: The Parish Councillors have 
David Granger’s quotation. They agreed that he would carry out the 
maintenance of the Recreation Ground for the 2017 season. 

Hinxworth Archers: The renewal of the Annual Agreement for the 
Archers is due on April 1. Richard Cobb is to forward a copy of the 
agreement template for 2016/2017 to the Clerk for her to update for 
2017/2018. This revised agreement will then be forwarded to David 
Wayman, Chairman Hinxworth Archers, for signature. 

7.  The Tennis Court: The Parish Councillors agreed to the cleaning 
of the court at the same time as the play area and the installation of the 
bollards in the Recreation Ground car Park. 

8. Any Other Urgent Business: Defibrillator: This has now been 
received and is awaiting installation. Details as to when the training 
programme will take place have yet to be agreed. 

 Hinxworth Parish Council website: Joe Perricone is purchasing 
the laptop and all other equipment required. The design of the website 
is being progressed. 

Chairman 2017/2018: The Councillors will vote in the Chairman 
and Vice Chairman for 2017/2018 at the commencement of AGM on 
Thursday April 6

9: Date of the next Meeting:  Thursday March 2 2017 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

March 5 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
March12 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  
March 19 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
March 26 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                      9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

March Village Walk
Why not join us for the next Hinxworth Village Walk?  We will meet 

at 10.30 am at The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, on Friday March 17.  
It will be a gentle and pleasant walk followed by a light lunch. What 
better way to spend a Friday morning? All welcome. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Soup lunch in March
The next soup lunch will be served on Friday March 10 in  Hinxworth  

and Edworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. Unrivalled choice 
of soups and puddings, plus coffee or tea, all for just £3. All welcome.

Archery Beginners’ Course 2017 
Hinxworth Archery Club is starting its 2017 Beginners’ Course in  

April and is inviting all those who wish to try their skill with a bow and 
arrow to come and join us and learn the basic skills and techniques of this 
most enjoyable and popular sport.  Beginners are welcome from 10 years 
of age up to the over 65s. Places on the course are limited so don’t delay.

To get more details and application form, telephone David Osmond 
on 01462 742048 or apply by email to hinxworth@yahoo.co.uk.   Spring 
will soon be here!
David Osmond

With the weather set to turn colder this 
week, Hertfordshire Constabulary is warning 
drivers not to leave vehicles unattended with 
the keys in the ignition, whilst waiting for it 
to defrost.

Every year vehicles are stolen after keys are left in the ignition with the 
engine running. Inspector Paul Lawrence of the Crime Reduction Unit, 
said: “Defrosting the car in the mornings is one job that we all dread 
and thieves are only too keen to take advantage of such opportunities.”

key points to watch
“We have also had reports of burglaries where car keys have been targeted 
so make sure you do not leave keys at home in places where they can 
be easily seen and make sure doors are locked securely, especially uPVC 
doors which need to be locked by lifting the handle and turning the key 
to engage all the safety bolts.”

Keep your vehicle secure and yourself safe this winter by doing the 
following: vehicles should never be left unattended on the road with 
the engine running. 

 Always ensure your windscreen and other windows are fully de-iced 
and de-misted before moving off. Driving without clear visibility is not 

cold weather care

only illegal but puts you, 
pedestrians and other road 
users at risk. It’s worth the 
few minutes it takes to 
prepare your car properly. 
Ensure your wiper blades 

Bishop of Hertford to visit Ashwell
Mothers’ Union will celebrate Lady Day on 9 March at 10.30am with 

a Eucharist in St Mary’s Church. The Bishop of Hertford will preside 
and preach and everyone is welcome to join us.

are in good condition and make sure you have plenty of washer fluid. 
Slow down – make sure you adjust your driving to the conditions of the 
road. Sometimes it is about driving under the legal limit. Try to keep 
steering smooth and avoid braking sharply where possible.  

Check your tyres are correctly inflated and have good tyre tread and 
remember the absolute minimum legal limit for cars is 1.6mm.  

be smarter than thieves
Be smart - stay with your vehicle and never leave it unattended with 
the keys in the ignition, even for a second, when de-icing the windows. 
Thieves are opportunistic – don’t give them a free ride. 

Register your sat nav – you can register your sat nav and other valu-
ables for free at: www.immobilise.com. It helps police return any recov-
ered items to you if they are lost or stolen and serves as a deterrent to 
potential criminals – as well as helping police to catch those responsible. 

For more advice on how to keep your vehicle safe and secure, please 
visit www.herts.police.uk/crimeprevention.

Sunday June 18
further information in April 

edition of Village Voice.
Book the date now.

If you would like a copy of Sylvia Scales’ presentation of Hinxworth’s 
History, this is available on a cd rom for just £3, which will go to WI 
funds. Contact Sylvia on 01462 742505. Our feature on the ‘History of 
Hinxworth’  has been held over until April’s Village Voice.

Hinxworth History on CD for £3

The Three Horseshoes

REAL ALE - REAL FOOD
REAL FIRE - REAL PUB

COUNTRY PUB & DINING

We serve traditional food a fine selection of wines 
and real cask ales

All hand selected and selflessly tested, just to be sure 
things are perfect for you

We want to offer a warm welcome to ramblers,
well behaved dogs, cyclists and families.

01462 743335
www.thethreehorseshoeshinxworth.com

High Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HQ

Don’t forget to treat your 
Mum this Mothering sunday

 26th March 
Book Now! 

G o o d  h o m e 
wanted for 6 year 
old Samsung 26” 
flat screen TV. Still 
some years of life 
in it, will deliver 
in exchange for 
£10 donation to St 
Nicholas Church. 
Pa t r i c k  Fo r b e s 
01462 742015.

TV 
seeks 
home

We will 
squeeze 

your free 
small ad in 
if we can.


