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on Sunday June 18 is on
Come along to Hinxworth Recreation Ground with your family and 

friends any time after 12 pm. Bring everything you need for a picnic: 
something to sit on; cutlery; plates etc as well as your food and drink, 
and, ideally, a plate of food, savoury or sweet to share - or maybe more 
if you’re a larger family. Or just bring enough for yourselves. No money 
needed, just come along. If you are new to the villages, it’s a great way 
to meet people.

Big Breakfast - book the date
The Big Breakfast will now be held on 9th July in Hinxworth and 

Edworth Village Hall from  10am – 1.pm. Full English £6. Half English/
Continental/Children’s  breakfast £3.

food will fund WI bursary
Monies raised this year will provide a bursary for a W.I. member to attend 
Denman College, the W.I. Adult Education Centre. With your support 
last year, we were able to give £300 to The Save Denman Appeal.

Your continued support during our 80th year is much appreciated.
Viv Hughes
Hinxworth & Edworth WI celebrating 

80 years. 2017.
 Autumn Lunch, Food and Craft Fair. October 28th. Hinxworth and 

Edworth Village Hall. 11am – 4pm
Home-made cakes, sweet treats, chocolates, jams and  preserves, 
crafts, books, art work and much more. Light lunches will be served 

using local produce. Tea and coffee served throughout.
 Come along and buy early for  Christmas.  Watch this space for more 

information during the run up.
This event will be advertised throughout the local area and beyond.
If anyone is interested or knows anyone interested in booking a free 

pitch please contact Debbie Birdsey on 01462 743364. Booking fee £10, 
refundable on the day - get in touch as soon as you can as space is limited. 

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir
presents a concert in aid of church funds at St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, on Saturday July 

8th at 7.30 pm.Tickets, £10, to include a com-
plimentary glass of wine, from Patrick Forbes. 

Phone 01462 742015, patrickforbes06@gmail.com

Defibrillator Familiarisation
With the placement of the defibrillator outside the Three Horseshoes 

the Parish Council is in the process of organising a familiarisation session 
for residents interested in learning how to use this important lifesaving 
equipment.  Open to both adults and children, date to be advised, but 
this will likely be on a weekday evening in the Village Hall and training 
will be provided by a highly qualified professional.  If you are interested 
please register your interest at the following email address, hinxworth-
defib@gmail.com
Russell Lewis

Don’t forget to vote on May 4th

Superfast Broadband Update
Almost there, Hinxworth. We at Voneus have received 19 

registrations for superfast broadband. We are still some way 
short, we need to have at least 40 homes registering ahead 
of us delivering. I believe this is achievable.

We are also expanding the network into neighbouring 
Ashwell, this will allow us 
to deliver efficiently into 
Hinxworth. To register in-
terest please contact sales@
voneus. com, quoting refer-
ence HXW.

We offer rapid deploy-
ment, flexible packages, 
speeds of 50 mb/s up and down. Perfect for realtime activ-
ity. Visit www.voneus.com or call our sales team on 020 
3026 4123 today.
Gary Day, Sales Director

Village clear up yields record waste haul

A band of dedicated volunteer waste pickers collected a huge volume of waste 
from roads in and around Hinxworth on April 8th. Thanks to one and all.

William Garbutt at his baptism at St. George’s Church, Edworth 
on St George’s Day, April 23rd, with parents Peter and Charlotte. 
Photo by Paul Moore.

 Hinxworth Village Hall Afternoon Tea Dance. 
Sunday July 2nd  2.30pm -5.00pm

 Tickets £12.50 per person. Come and join us for a lovely afternoon tea 
with music from the time of  Big Band, Swing and more. For information 
or to book your space on the dance floor, please contact Jan Raynham 
on 01462 742258.



Ask for Mortier’s amazing teas
Village Voice is published  by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth as 
a service to the community.   The PCC and church members do 

not necessarily endorse views expressed in Village Voice.

Peter and Katrina Hoskins moved to Edworth from Old Stevenage 
on  January 4th this year. Peter worked for Dixons Stores Group for 
29 years and for Sainsburys for nearly five years. “I’ve been in retail for 
pretty much all of my working life,” he told Village Voice. “They decided 
to move to Coventry so I thought, ‘no’.”  Katrina used to be a human 
resources manager for Glaxo Smith Kline. “My job covered the whole 
country,” she said. “I was an employee relations specialist, doesn’t get 
much grimmer than that...unless you’re an undertaker. We rarely saw 
each other, didn’t have much of a life together. We’d be so exhausted by 
the time holidays came, we’d be falling up the stairs to the aircraft. It 
was a big corporate commuting rat-race.”

from pictures to e-commerce
“Peter left in 2013, and I left in 2014. We started our photography work 
in Old Stevenage.” Peter had always enjoyed photography. “I nearly  
started a business before my corporate career. I was taking lots of wed-
ding pictures, portrait shoots. Taking pictures of weddings on 35 mm 
film was always a bit stressful  because you just didn’t know what you 
were getting back. I  ended up working for Dixons and  became their 
e-commerce director around 2000, working in Italy and France. Then I 
went to Sainsburys as their e-commerce director. I enjoyed working for 
Sainsburys, a lovely company to work for.”

“The intention was always to have some retirement business. It was 
always going to be a hobby that supplemented our pensions. I was made 
redundant and couldn’t face another corporate role. Katrina was always 
working in a conflict situation that needed to be resolved. So we thought, 
‘let’s just go for it.’ ”

courses not in business plan
“The business is going well, above the line in terms of the projection. 
We both love doing weddings, being part of someone’s big day. We do 
a lot of commercial photography but it doesn’t quite satisfy the creative 
urge. But weddings and outdoor family shoots, they’re lovely. Let’s see 
what happens. Tutorials were not in our business plan, they came about  
through a friend of mine who wanted someone to go and do a one 
hour talk. We’ve been running courses ever since.” “How careful do you 
have to be not to train up amateurs to be your rivals,” I asked. “We’re 
not precious about it,” said Derek. “If we  had to make a living out of 
photography, we might feel differently about it. We’re working to train 
people to be good hobbyists.” 

we love it here
“We love it here, we couldn’t be happier,” said Katrina. “The dream was 
always to be somewhere more rural but for most of our working lives we 
needed to be within walking distance of a train station.”

If you need photographs taken, contact Peter or Katrina Hoskins on 
07702 013910 or 07885 766319, or email peterhoskinsphotography@
hotmail.com  Their website is www.peterhoskinsphotography.co.uk You 
can also reach them via their facebook page.
Patrick Forbes

Photographers set up in Edworth
Now is the time to go outdoors, get some exercise and start your 

own allotment. Even those without green fingers can learn the basic 
skills quickly with fellow members always available to help. This very 
rewarding pastime can save you money with you own organic, fresh fruit, 
vegetables and herbs straight 
to your plate.

amazing taste
Ask anyone who has an al-
lotment and they will say 
it’s a peaceful, relaxing and 
therapeutic hobby and their 
vegetables taste amazing.

plots available
Hilary Perricone the Al-
lotment chair person says, 
“There are still a few plots 
available and I would like to 
welcome new members. If 
you are interested please call 
me on 07825 046640 or  you 
could e-mail me at hilary.
perricone@gmail.com”

We had a busy chocolate-filled evening at HYP this month.  The kids 
enjoyed a chocolate challenge which the girls won, beating the boys by 

HYP in Chocolate Heaven

just two eggs!  Jonah and Harriet won the 
‘guess the egg’ quiz and Gus guessed  how 
many mini-eggs were in the jar, he was just 
two short of the lucky number. 

HYP-star Harriet
 We also played a very animated game of 
‘last man standing’ and quoits as well as the 
usual table tennis, crafts and table football.  
Our Hyp-star this month was Harriet. A big 
thank you to our helper Andrew Tidmarsh.
Karen Mills

Palm Sunday at St. Nicholas 

Onkey the Donkey  and her owner Antonia McKinley led members 
of St. Nicholas Church through the village on Palm Sunday morning

picture: Alec Stephenson

Spring in the air at the Allotments



May 4 District Council elections 7 am - 10 pm
May 11 Hinxworth and Edworth WI Village Hall 7.45 ‘EM Forster’
May 12 Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
May 14 Ashwell at Home 11 am - 5 pm. See page 4
May 19 Hinxworth Village Walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am
May 20 copy and picture deadline Village Voice
June 18 The Big Lunch, Hinxworth Rec 12 pm see page 1
July 2 Tea Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall 3 - 5.30 pm see page 1
July 8 Concert by WGC Male Voice Choir St Nicholas Church 7.30 pm
July 9 Big Breakfast Hinxworth Village Hall 10 am - 1 pm see page 1
July 30 Newnham Parish Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm
Sept 23 Race Night, Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30 pm
Oct 28 Autumn Lunch, Food & Craft Fair. Hinxworth Village Hall 11-4

If you want events listed here, contact villagevoice3@gmail.com

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WIHinxworth’s Music Man
Gary Johnson moved to Hinxworth from 

Holwell two years ago. “We left South Africa 
in 2003. We settled in Haverhill, Suffolk. Then 
my wife Beverley got a job at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital as secretary to a consultant surgeon in 
the Cambridge breast unit. I was working air 
side with The Caviar House at Stansted Airport. 
I then got a job with Aldi, they were looking 
for managers. I had experience in retail manage-
ment so they stationed me in Stevenage, which is why we moved from 
Suffolk to Hitchin. We were there for six years before moving to Holwell. 
Then we saw this house in Hinxworth and moved here.

from toddler to ballroom champion
I started my mobile disco in 1972. I was 18 years old. I loved music be-
cause my parents were ballroom dancing teachers. The moment we could 
walk we were on the dance floor. I was Rhodesian champion for many 
years, Ballroom, Latin American and Old Time dancing. I wanted to be 
a musician, a drummer but we couldn’t buy drums in Rhodesia like you 
could buy them in England. I started playing records, and thought, ‘why 
not do disco?’ The first record I ever bought was in 1965, ‘Winchester 
Cathedral’ by the New Vaudeville Band. I built my own amplifier, mix-
ing desk and I loved doing it. I called it Gatsby Disco. I opened a night 
club called Gatsby at the Dorchester Hotel in East London. I thought 
I’d rather do mobile disco, meet more people. I teamed up with  another 
guy and we called ourselves Action Mobile. We were active, and to get 
your name at the top of the list, it helped if your name started with an 
A. We were really busy every weekend. My job moved to Johannesburg, 
so I did disco there while my friend Peter worked Durban.”

40 years experience
“My son was 18 and he started working at disco, helping me out, and he 
became one of the top nightclub DJs in Johannesburg.  He eventually 
moved  here from South Africa.  He is a tyre fitter/manager but works a 
disco around London. Since we have been here I haven’t been too active 
with the disco, largely because people don’t know me. I’m 60 but I have 
forty years’ experience with disco. My speciality is 60s and 70s  music, but 
if customers want current music, then I can do that too. When records 
changed from vinyl to cds, discos changed as well. A lot of people simply 
use laptops now. But a good DJ knows the music, knows how to follow 
one disc with another to keep the beat going. I still enjoy it to pieces, 
but it’s getting known that counts. I like doing corporate discos  because 
you get to know their people and they get to trust you.

big band at tea dance
“At the Tea Dance in July I will be playing big band music, swing music 
from the 50s.” Brought up in the days of Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller, 
I can’t wait.  If you would like Gary’s Action Disco and Karaoke to liven 
up your party or event, contact him on 07886 580593.
Patrick Forbes

Members night was held on Thursday April 13. Our president, Viv 
Hughes, opened the meeting and gave out the notices, then she handed 
over the meeting to me  for the rest of the evening. We began  by giving 
out gifts to the committee, gifts which Heather Baim and I had great 
pleasure in choosing to suit each person receiving them. 

chickens mating - a work of art
Colin McCartney then talked on “The Exquisite Art  of Napkin Folding” 
with audience participation. This caused some hilarity as the evening 
progressed. He showed us the easy folds which most of us could master 
followed by more complicated ones which only the most dextrous of us 
could achieve. Lastly he showed us slides of the most amazing creations 
which could only have been made for competition. They were very 
beautiful, works of art. The one that was remarked upon most was the 
one which looked like a pair of mating chickens. 

thanks to all
After the talk we had decided on a bring and share supper. The table was 
loaded with all manner of goodies, both sweet and savoury, so there was 
enough for everyone and more. Thank you to the committee for their hard 
work over the year, and to the members for making their evening a success.

Next month’s meeting:  Thursday May 11, Village Hall, Hinxworth, 
7.45 pm. This is the Annual Meeting  and the speaker is Ed Thorn, who 
will be talking about the writer  E.M. Forster.
Carol Cheney

I can’t believe that this October we will celebrate three fantastic suc-
cessful years of HYP. If I take a moment to reflect on how it all began.... 
a few drinks with Annie Cullen and Karen...the creative juices were 
flowing  I can tell you! Every good idea starts with wine. 

So HYP was born. Funding was tough. We touted ourselves about 
the various councils and local authorities. Clearly funding was available 
but we needed a way to access that. North Herts. District Council, the 
Parish Council and the church were all very generous. 

 But we needed  to sustain that. We then went on to have our own 
massively successful curry night. We were bowled over by the support of 
the village. Since then we have had support from The Three Horseshoes 
and other groups in the village. The children themselves have also done 
some fund-raising. The club is now financially sound.

where are we now?
So three years on where are we? The kids are happy, they’ve had some 
great experiences and have got some sense of community in a time when 
sadly that doesn’t seem to be that important. We are very fortunate that 
we still have that going on in our village. I have therefore decided I will 
be stepping down from HYP in October. Not because I want to but I 
really think after three years in a voluntary role you need to have new 
ideas and a fresh input.

a passion to work with young people
I am getting old and boring and not very cool...that’s not a great role 
model for a Youth Leader! Also, on a very positive note, through my youth 
club work I have learnt that my passion is to work with young people.  
I  have taken on TalksTeam Co-Ordinator at The Samaritans. We are 
having ever increasing demand from schools to talk to children about 
the importance of emotional health and well being. This role has become 
very busy. Our children in the village are highly privileged beyond belief.  

why not get involved?
So it’s time for me to move on. I am hoping other parents or villagers 
will take on the roles and help Karen continue to run the club. The roles 
involve  coming up with new ideas, arranging activities and trips,  all the 
purchasing, administration and treasury work and other ad hoc stuff. 
If you are interested in getting involved then please contact me and we 
can discuss it in more detail.

Thanks to everyone in the village for their continued support for HYP.
Jayne Whitfield 

Youth Club Jayne to move on



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

May 7 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 14 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
May 21  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 28 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
              9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

May Village Walk
Why not join us for the next Hinxworth Village Walk?  We will meet 

at 10.30 am at The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, on Friday May 19.  It 
will be a gentle and pleasant walk followed by a light lunch. What better 
way to spend a Friday morning? All welcome. We look forward to seeing 
you. You don’t need to live in Hinxworth to join in.

Soup lunch in May
Soup lunch in May will be on May 12 from 12.30 until 2 pm in 

Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall. Choice of soups with roll and 
butter, choice of delicious puddings, tea and coffee, all for £3 - a bargain. 
See you there? 

Please send all copy and pictures for June’s edition to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, or e-mail copy and pictures 
to villagevoice3@gmail.com by May20th. Thank you.

Newnham Church Lunch
Book this date now. Newnham Lunch will be held on Sunday July 

30 at 1 pm. Tickets: adults £14, children under 12 £4. 

Ashwell at Home 2017, Sunday 14 May 11am -5pm. Entertainment 
for all the family with open gardens, free children’s workshops, live music 
and a wide range of street and indoor entertainment, cow milking, fun-
fair, lunches and teas and much more. Entry by programme: £6 adults, 
under 18s free - available on the day at the event, or in advance from 
the website. Free parking. www.ashwellathome.org.uk

Ashwell at Home

Free guinea pig outdoor cage 
and run with free indoor guinea 
pig cage to anyone interested.  
Please call Sharon Dawson on 
07496 641 934 for measurements 
or any other details.

For Sale:  electric propagator, 
Sankey growarm 300. Length 
57cm. Width 38cm. Height 25cm.  
£10. Contact Betty Thorn 5 
Francis Rd, Hinxworth. Or ring  
01462 742858.

warning to off-road bikers 
With Spring now upon us, police are issuing 

a warning to bikers about the dangers of riding 
off-road.

 Residents across Royston and Baldock Rural 
area have previously expressed concerns to local 
officers about nuisance off-road bikes, because of the damage they cause 
to the land, as well as the noise and potential danger they are causing to 
other countryside users.

we can seize your bike
Patrols have been increased and if you are caught illegally riding off-road, 
you could be reported for traffic offences and have your bike seized under 
the Police Reform Act 2002.

PC Mark Ellwood, from Royston Neighbourhood Team, said “Rid-
ing in public parks and through fields is potentially dangerous. Many 
riders think they are doing the right thing by going to an off-road site, 
not realising that in a lot of cases they are actually trespassing as they do 
not have permission to be there. They are also causing a noise nuisance. 

 We have increased patrols and anyone caught will be dealt with 
robustly. If you see anyone riding bikes off-road, please contact police 
straight away. If you have any information about bikes being ridden off 
road, contact police via the non-emergency number 101. If you believe 
there is an immediate risk to members of the public, always dial 999.” 

shed and garage burglaries 
Overnight Feb 28 to March 1, Ashwell suffered a spate  of outbuilding 
burglaries and thefts. The offenders targeted properties in close proxim-
ity with each other and went from garden to garden targeting sheds and 
garages. The offenders were targeting expensive garden power tools, in 
total four properties were affected. 

guinea pig heaven plant care

St. Nicholas concert raises £740

Over 80 people enjoyed a concert by the Baldock Community Orchestra 
given in St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth on Saturday March 25. The 
event raised  £740 for orchestra funds. 

Viv and Antje are ‘April Fool’ winners
Viv Hughes from Hinxworth and Antje Brandtner from the Church 

office in Ashwell correctly spotted that there wasn’t an April Fool joke 
in April’s Village Voice. They have each been awarded an Editor’s Prize.

Farewell, Albert
As we went to press we heard that Albert Stanton, 87, from Francis 

Road, Hinxworth had died at his daughter Heather’s home in Ware, 
Hertfordshire. We send our sympathies to Heather and the family.

milk bottle tops needed
Hinxworth Young People need you to give 

them red and green milk bottle tops for an Au-
tumn project. Please give them to Karen Mills 
at High Street House, Hinxworth. Thank you.

Thanks to everyone
I now know from personal experience why people say Hinxworth is 

such a caring place to live.  So I’d like to express my most sincere thanks 
to all my friends for their loving concern and prayers.  I’m happy to report 
I’m now recovering well from my recent heart operation.
Gerald Clare

By the time the 200th edition of Village Voice is published the Edi-
tor will be in his 80th year. It would be great if someone could learn 
the fun of editing Village Voice by then so he can take a back seat.

To Let:  Cretan Villa, sleeps up to 6 people.  Situated on a hillside 
with panoramic views over olive groves.  It is situated on the edge of 
Roumeli village, 45 minutes drive from Heraklion airport.  Nearest beach 
is five minutes drive away and the historic town of Rethymno is only a 
20 minute drive away.  The villa in a very peaceful setting is available for 
renting in June and October.  For details ring Chris on 07968-191673.  


