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Hinxworth & Edworth WI food and craft fair
 Saturday October 28 in Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall 11am 

to 4pm.  Come along and buy early for  Christmas.  

Sylvia’s Christmas Puddings
If you would like a tasty homemade Christmas pudding for your 

family or as a present this year, please phone me on 01462 742505 or 
come and have a taster at the Autumn Fayre on October 28 in the village 
hall. Prices from £7:50.
Sylvia Scales

Advent Windows help needed
I am looking for someone to take over the planning of the Advent 

windows this year as we are moving out of the village. For the last few 
years I have allocated a date in December to a family in the village who 
have decorated a window in their home with an illuminated Christmas 
design. Each night everyone gathers to see the window being switched 
on or unveiled. It is a really special time of the year for the village and a 
great way to meet up with everyone.

if you can help, call me
If you are interested in taking over, I will be very happy to meet to explain 
it further. All dates need to be allocated by November 20 so they can be 
published in the December edition of Village Voice.
Amy Moss 07855 478427

Join Christmas Card Scheme now
A reminder that if you would like to participate in the Hinxworth 

and Edworth Alternative Christmas Card Scheme, please put your con-
tribution in an envelope and drop it to me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell 
Road, Hinxworth by the First of December.

Red Cross and/or Macmillan
The charities this year are The British Red Cross and Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  Please remember to write your name and address on the enve-
lope, and if you are a UK taxpayer and would like to make a contribution 
through Gift Aid, please request a Gift Aid Form.
Rachel Giles rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk 

Pat and Tony Lloyd thought the contents of their kitchen caddy were 
being strewn outside their back door by a cat or fox. Imagine their surprise 
when they found the culprit. A hedgehog had not only eaten most of 
the contents but had then curled up inside it for a sleep. Tony said: “We 
haven’t seen a hedgehog in our garden for years so it was a lovely surprise.

The hedgehog had gone walk-
about from the garden of Gra-
ham White who had adopted it 
from a rescue centre. It has been 
reunited with its owner and carer. 

Hedgehog beds down in waste bin

150 enjoy Art Exhibition

The autumn art exhibition was organised by Hinxworth Art Society in 
our lovely village hall. Visitors enjoyed a mixture of new and not so new 
favourite paintings in some very different styles, created by our members. 
In excess of 160 visitors came to have a look over the week-end, enjoyed 
the refreshments, and some paintings were sold.

Gerald’s watercolour was most popular
The highest number of votes for the favourite exhibit went to Gerald 
Clare for his watercolour painting ‘Summer Morning – Suffolk’. Thanks 

We will remember them

We will be remembering the dead and wounded of wars on Remem-
brance Sunday, Sunday November 12. The service of Holy Communion 
will be held at Saint Nicholas Church, Hinxworth beginning at 9.45 am, 
allowing time to move to the War Memorial in the High Street for the 
act of remembrance and the two minutes’ silence at 11 am. Coffee will 
be available in the Three Horseshoes after the service.

to all the members who helped 
organise the exhibition. We 
also thank David Smyth and 
Richard Ground for helping 
with the transport of the 
stands to and from storage. 
Without their help the exhi-
bition would not have taken 
place. Thank you for the sup-
port from everyone who came 
to have a look at the exhibition.
Marianne Osmond

Farrowby Farm for fine foods

Art Society member Frank Amos talks 
painting with a visitor.

»  Village Voice  «Village Voice



Nov 2 Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 7 pm
Nov 9 Hinxworth and Edworth WI meeting Village Hall 7.30 pm
Nov 10 Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
Nov 12 Remembrance Sunday service, St. Nicholas Church 9.45 am
Nov 20 copy deadline for December’s Village Voice
If you want events listed here, contact villagevoice3@gmail.com

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
Bob Harding Jones came and spoke to us at the WI on Thursday 

October 12. From start to finish he made us laugh. His talk entitled 
“Laughter in the Village” told of his experiences of meeting different 
people in life and what they brought to him in the way of humour. He 
was born in Kent quite near to London. He met and married his wife, a 
Londoner, 50 years ago. He had worked on several farms as a stockman 
and when the opportunity arose he got the tenancy of a small -holding 
near Hertford. When they moved in, his wife was horrified to find that 
she would have to cook on a range, a Raeburn or Aga. She had never 
seen such a thing before. A shepherd from the next door holding came 
and chopped a pile of wood as the range was wood fired.  The shepherd’s 
wife came and taught her how to cook on the wood fired range, no easy 
task for a learner.

old boy earned pocketful of change
Bob used to take his livestock to Hertford market, and he was usually 
greeted by an old boy with a dewdrop on the end of his rather bulbous 
nose. He used to say, “I’ll put the livestock in the pens for you.”  Bob 
said, “thanks very much,”  but was a bit taken aback when the old boy 
held out his hand for a tip.  The old boy did this to all the farmers and 
ended the day with a pocket full of change.

it’s time you moved out
Bob and his wife had three children, two boys and a girl, and when they 
got older, the girl got married, and left home, the eldest boy got married 
and left home. The youngest stayed and stayed, until Bob said when he 
was nearly 65, “it’s time you moved out. Your mother cannot feed you, 
make your bed, clean your room, and do your washing, especially the 
rugby team’s washing on a  Saturday evening any longer.” He took the 
hint and found his own place.

Bob left farming when he was 50 and trained as a paramedic, but 
that is another story.  

Christmas decorations
Next month’s meeting Thursday  November 9th 2017,  “Make your own 
Christmas Decorations”, - a demonstration by Claire Hay, 7.30 pm, 
Village Hall, Hinxworth.
Carol Cheney

Two lunatic priests in Hinxworth?

The Rector of Hinxworth, the Reverend Ogle Russell Lafont, travelled 
to London early in 1874. He managed to enter government offices in 
Downing Street, Westminster. He said that he was the future Prime Min-
ister of England and asked to see Lord Derby. A meeting of the Cabinet 
was in session at the time, between 11 am and noon. A Police Sergeant 
Beard was called to take him into custody. He escorted the Rector to   
King Street police station in a cab. The Rector offered no resistance and 
on arrival at the police station was examined by the divisional surgeon, 
Doctor Bond, who pronounced him insane. During the cab journey, the 
Rector told the sergeant that his wife, Mrs Lafont, was staying at Hazell’s 
Hotel in the Strand. Later, on being further questioned by Sergeant Beard, 
the Rector appeared unable to say where his wife was.

wandering lunatic certified insane
The Reverend Lafont was later brought before the Bow Street Police Court 
as a wandering lunatic. The magistrate, Mr Vaughan, taking into account 
the certificate of insanity issued by Doctor Bond, ruled that the Rector be 
removed to the workhouse “in order that the state of your mind be investi-
gated by the medical authorities there and that you be taken care of pending 
inquiries about you.” The defendant was then removed from the dock.

court hears conflicting claims
At a subsequent hearing again before Mr Vaughan sitting at Bow Street, 
the Rector once again appeared while  conflicting claims  for his care were 
made by members of his family. Mrs Lafont claimed through her solici-
tor that she was the proper person to have the care of her husband.  She 
strongly objected to a proposal by his relatives that he should be placed for 
a time in a private asylum. Mr Vaughan suggested that the patient should 
be entrusted to the charge of a duly qualified nurse in a private house - not 
an asylum - and away from the locality, Hinxworth, in which he had been 
residing. He thought that the friends of Mr Lafont might agree upon an 
arrangement of this sort, and probably his temporary hallucinations would 
soon pass away. He would give the parties time to confer together upon the 
subject. If no agreement was reached, it would become his duty to act upon 
the certificate of Dr. Bond, the divisional surgeon, and order the removal 
of the patient to a public asylum. The reverend gentleman who seemed 
perfectly calm and composed, was then taken back to the workhouse.

could he be looked after by his cousin?
At some point, the reports are not clear when, it was suggested by friends of 
the Rector, believing that separation from his wife would be beneficial to his 
mind and body, that he be placed under the care of  his cousin Dr. Cordwent, 
a retired medical practitioner residing at Milverton near Taunton. They peti-
tioned the Lunacy Commissioners that an inquiry be  entered into the state of 
Mr Lafont’s mind. Accordingly Francis Barlow, one of the Masters in Lunacy, 
held an inquiry at Hinxworth. On examining Mr Lafont in conjunction with 
some medical gentlemen, Mr Barlow pronounced Mr Lafont insane.

I hope he recovered
A glance at the list of Rectors and other clergy inside Saint Nicholas 
suggests the Rector may have recovered sufficiently to resume his min-
istry. His years in post ran from 1851 to 1885, some ten years after the 
incidents reported here. I hope he did recover. Mental illness is no joke.

My thanks to Graham White for sending me the newspaper cuttings 
from which this feature was compiled.
Patrick Forbes

Workhouse scene - courtesy Katherine Low Settlement

Greens, chutneys and jams in High Street
You can now buy fresh vegetables, chutneys, pickles and jams from the 

stall outside the Three Horseshoes. Chef Paul Barker explained, “A guy 
I worked with when I was 
with John Lewis, Geoff has 
a smallholding in Gosmore 
near Hitchin. He grows a 
lot of stuff there, I help him 
out. We use fresh vegetables 
in the pub. The French cour-
gette and butternut squash 
soup was home-made, and 
the broccoli for the broccoli 
and Stilton soup came from 
Gosmore. Geoff works in 
Royston and between us we set the stall up each day.”

“We have run a stall like this in Gosmore since April. We started mak-
ing chutneys and jams this year. We’re learning all the time, trying new 
flavours.” Choose what you want, put the money in the box, and enjoy.
Patrick Forbes



Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

HYP and Dracula’s teeth
Note of a meeting held on October 5 in the Village Hall

Pre s e n t :  M r  R .  C o b b ,  C h a i r m a n , V i c e - C h a i r m a n ,                                                                 
Mr  D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr N Tiffin, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.
Apologies: Mr R. Lewis. Other persons present:- Steve Jarvis, Hertford-
shire County Councillor. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of  7 September 
meeting were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 

2. Planning: Planning Application ref: 17/02142/1 Hill Cottage, 
Arnolds Lane – 10 Metre Telegraph Pole. The Parish Councillors agreed 
to “no objection” to this Planning Application. NHDC has been notified.
Planning Application ref: 17/02312/1HH and 17/02313/1HH – The 
Knole, New Inn Road. The Parish Councillors agreed to “no objection” 
to this Planning Application. NHDC has been notified. Planning Ap-
plication ref: 17/01865/1PN Manor Farm, Chapel Street. Change of 
use of building from Agriculture to B1/B8 use. The Chairman stepped 
aside for this application as he had forwarded his comments to NHDC 
as a private resident of Chapel Street Hinxworth. The remaining three 
Councillors discussed the application and objected to it on the follow-
ing grounds:- 1.  The change of use of the building is too “broad brush” 
and a full understanding of the intended use is required to make further 
assessment on the appropriateness of the change of use.  2.  The applica-
tion details the change of use of the curtilage surrounding the property; 
this is not defined and should be.   3. Chapel Street, which leads to 
Manor Farm is a narrow lane, it contains a number of listed buildings 
and many properties front the road. These residents have no option but 
to park as they do as no other parking is available to them. The change 
of use could mean heavy vehicles could now use Chapel Street, this 
would therefore lead to congestion and possible danger to residents and 
their vehicles. The road and its available width was not constructed in 
a way to accommodate business related traffic. 4. Chapel Street is in a 
conservation area with approximately 14 dwellings, some being historic 
listed buildings. Should heavy vehicles be allowed, on a regular basis, 
to use Chapel Street to access Manor Farm this will have a detrimental 
effect on these listed buildings. 5.  The vision ability for vehicles to exit 
Chapel Street to the High Street is grossly impaired by the siting of the 
houses at the end of Chapel Street. 6.  Chapel Street is a narrow rural 
lane whose construction is not conducive for the use of heavy vehicles 
and other vehicles for the continuous use as an entrance to Manor Farm. 
As outlined in the Planning Application, it appears Manor Farm intends 
to become a rural business park placed on the edge of a quiet Village 
whose only access would be through the Village.  7. Hinxworth High 
Street and its surrounding roads are narrow and not fit for the purpose 
to support the extra traffic this development would bring to the area. 8. 
It is not an argument to say that farm related vehicles will be removed/
replaced. The surrounding fields will still need to be maintained and 
although this involves at times some large machinery it is seasonal and 
would be compounded by additional traffic should the approval be passed. 

3. Highways: A meeting has been arranged for October 16th with Gary 
Henning, Hertfordshire Highways Assistant Highways Manager, North Herts. 
The Parish Councillors, Steve Jarvis and Gary Henning are to “Walk the Vil-
lage” to identify the outstanding highways problems. The “Smiley” Face Speed 
Sign: The Chairman confirmed the Parish Council is prepared to partially 
fund the sign for the sum of £2500.00. Steve Jarvis has kindly agreed to fund 
the balance from his 2018/19 Hertfordshire Highways Budget allocation.

4. Village Hall: The “Race Night” organised by the Village Hall 
Management Committee was a resounding success raising £2000.00. This 
amount will be added to the fund for the refurbishment of the Village 
Hall kitchen. The Christmas Supper/Dinner: The VHMC has decided 
not to go ahead with this event this year.

5. Recreation Ground: The Parish Councillors agreed to meet on 
October 16 on site to discuss further a barrier to be installed at the far 
end of the car park at the entrance to the recreation ground.

6.  The Tennis Court: The Parish Councillors will review the area 
when they meet on October 16 at the recreation ground.

7. The Allotments: There are now fourteen members and six vacan-

Hinxworth Parish Council

cies out of the 20 plots.
8. Any Other Urgent Business: Hinxworth Parish Council Website: 

This is ongoing. Brown Bins: The Parish Councillors were notified the 
brown bin refuse collection is to cease. The Chairman has written to 
NHDC Councillor Michael Weeks, Executive Member for Waste Man-
agement, Recycling and Environment, of Hinxworth Parish Councillors’ 
concern of the withdrawal of this facility. It appears a number of councils 
have also raised their concern with Councillor Weeks. The War Memorial 
Clock: The maintenance of the clock has now taken place and a programme 
to continue the maintenance on an annual basis has been put in place.

9. Steve Jarvis - Hertfordshire County Councillor’s Report: The Lo-
cal Transport Plan: This is likely to go ahead. It does not affect Hinxworth 
as the Village has no bus services, only a bus stop. Brown Bins: Speaking 
in his capacity as a District Councillor the “Brown Bin”  issue is to be 
discussed at NHDC within the next couple of weeks.

10. Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday November 2 2017 at 7.00 
pm in the Village Hall. 

      The meeting closed at 7.55pm.

We had a busy October session at Hyp with a Halloween theme. We 
started with Spider Splat which Elizabeth won with 150 points, then did 
some apple bobbing with Thomas holding the record of bobbing eight 
apples in 11 seconds - try that at home - and finished our Halloween 
theme with Dracula’s dentures, see picture.  Jane made some cracking 
cupcakes which everyone enjoyed - thank you Jane. We finished off 
our poppies and closed the evening with a firm Hyp favourite, Hide and 
Seek in the dark!  Jonah won Hypstar for his contribution to the poppy 
project!  A great night which everyone enjoyed.
Karen Mills

continued from columns ! & 2

Hinxworth Archers sweep board

Hinxworth Archery Club have won all of their matches in all catego-
ries, recurve; compound and longbow even though they are one of the 
smallest clubs in Hertfordshire. Size is not everything!



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

November 5 10.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
November 12 9.45 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
November 19 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
November 26 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                       9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pic-
tures for December’s edition 
to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL.  
Or e-mail copy and pictures to  
villagevoice3@gmail.com by No-
vember 20. Thanks.

Ask for Mortier’s amazing teas
Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church

A serial fly-tipper who broke the law by 
dumping masses of household waste including 
chairs, furniture, children’s toys and golf clubs in 
the Hertfordshire countryside after charging peo-
ple to get rid of it has been jailed for 10 months.

Fly-tipper jailed

working together against fly-tippers
His Honour Judge Farrell QC, said that the sentence would have been 
12 months but reduced it to 10 in light of Gilham’s guilty plea. As part 
of the Herts Fly-tipping Group all local councils in Hertfordshire work 
together to prosecute fly-tippers. Councillor Bernard Lovewell, NHDC’s 
executive member for housing and environmental health, said after the 
sentencing: “Local residents have made it clear to us how disgusted they 
are with this sort of behaviour, so it’s good news that this man will go to 
prison for his actions. It sends out a strong message to other would-be 
fly-tippers that we will not tolerate this behaviour. If you’re a householder 
considering paying people like Mr Gilham to do house clearances on 
the cheap – think again and stop. You have a responsibility to dispose of 
your waste properly - if you don’t you could find yourself in court too.”

*****
stay safe and secure

You’re in a rush to get to work, drop the children off at school or 
late for an appointment and you drive off, leaving your house all day 
without thinking about how it looks in the dark before you get home.

“This can make your home vulnerable to an opportunist thief,” said 
Royston Sergeant Guy Westwood .  “As darkness begins to fall earlier in 
the day, especially after the clocks change, your home can look unoc-
cupied, and more inviting for burglars, if there are no lights on.”

 “This is what happened last October when we saw burglaries rising 
across North Hertfordshire. To avoid this happening again this year, 
we have a burglary strategy in place which includes extra high-visibility 
police patrols as well as covert patrols in residential areas. But crucially, 
we also need residents to do their bit to deter crime by giving their homes 
a ‘lived-in’ look and to let us know about anyone acting suspiciously.” 

 A burglar said: “I look for houses where it looks like no-one is in.  I 
don’t want to be seen – there’s more chance of being caught and I don’t 
really want to scare people. I just want to get in and out as quickly as 
possible. If the lights are off when it’s dark in the daytime, no cars on the 
drive, maybe even letters hanging out of the letter box and curtains still 
drawn in the daytime, I’d give this one a go. They can stand out a mile.”

timer switches and dogs help
 DI Walsingham added: “Consider installing a timer switch, ask a neigh-
bour to park on your drive if you are away for a few days or on holiday 
and ask a neighbour to make sure your post is pushed properly through 
the letter box so it looks like someone is inside, collecting their post. Try 
to ensure parcels are not left on your doorstep by arranging for delivery 
when you are home, or they can be left with a neighbour.  Offenders 
don’t like dogs so anything that gives them the impression that there is 
a dog at the address is a deterrent.”

 “Obviously doors should always be locked when you leave your 
house, and close all the windows, preferably lock them too.  Make sure 
your shed or garage is secure as well.”

Childminder
Jeannie Day B.A. (Hons) Of-

sted Registered Childminder with 
full/part time vacancies available 
in Ashwell

Please contact me on 0771 952 
052 or 01462 743346 for further 
information.

Copy Deadline

Soup Lunch
November’s Soup Lunch will take place on Friday November 10th 

in Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

When you drink from soda cans etc., 
please could you save me the ring-pulls. 

I thought it would be really inter-
esting for the kids to make things with 
them, I’m a firm believer in recycling 
and this idea looks so cool. 

Please either drop the ring pulls off 
at my house 22 Francis Rd, Hinxworth 
or call me on 01462 743104 and we 
will collect at a convenient time to you 

Ring-pulls please

Many Thanks, 
Brenda Smith
New teas added to Mortier’s range

Rochelle Mortier from Jack’s House, New Inn  Road, Hinxworth, has 
added two new teas to her range of excellent teas from Sri Lanka. They 
are Green Leaf Tea, packed loose, and Ginger Teabags. “I’ve always drunk 
Ginger Tea,” Rochelle told Village Voice. “I think that flavoured tea is all 
the rage but we don’t want to go down the route of bringing flavours that 
are not natural to go with tea, like apple. They drink Ginger Tea in Sri 
Lanka so they know what it’s like. If I had asked them for pomegranate 
tea they wouldn’t have known what it should taste like. This is something 
authentic to Sri Lanka. I drink it if I have a cold coming on. It’s good if 
you have eaten too much too. I would drink it black.”

Green Leaf Tea has a special character
The Green Leaf Tea is from an amazing estate, Iddalgashinne, where the 
tea is exposed to the winds of two seasonal monsoons, giving it a special 
character. It is specially cultivated, and the estate workers are very well 
looked after. The estate is a fair trade estate owned by the community.” 
Harrods sell the tea under their own label, it appears, but Mortier’s will, I 
suspect, cost somewhat less. And ordering it is a breeze. Just ring Rochelle 
on 01462 743241, or email her at info@mortierstea.com  


