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Harvest Festivals
Hinxworth and Edworth’s harvest festival will be held at St George’s 

Church, Edworth at 10 am on Sunday  October 1. All welcome.
Newnham’s harvest festival will be celebrated on Sunday October 8 

at 4.30 pm at St Vincent’s Church.
Do come to one or other or both of these festivals. Thank God for the 

harvest, the farmers and all who make living in these villages such a joy.

 The Annual Poppy Collection this year will be outside shops in Ashwell 
on the last Saturday of October and the first Saturday of November. There 

Newnham poppy collector needed

will be house to house collections in the villages during the same period. 
We haven’t a collector for Newnham, but I hope by October 28 we will 
have – please contact me on 01462 742730 if you can help.    
Andrew Gillborn 

Christmas is approaching and it will soon be time to buy Christ-
mas cards. The Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in Hinxworth and 

On September 5, Hurricane Irma swept across the Caribbean and 
made landfall in the British Virgin Islands, destroying the infrastructure of 
the islands – the people’s homes and livelihoods, most buildings, offices, 
shops, schools, churches, vehicles, roads etc. There was no electricity, 
running water, internet or phone network. The prison was damaged and 
prisoners escaped. This was followed by Hurricane José and a few days 
ago by Hurricane Maria. When Boris Johnson visited the islands, he 
said, “The BVI is a scene of utter devastation. I’ve never seen anything 
like it. The courage of everyone here is incredible.” He also described it 
as resembling a war zone!

Mark lost his home, car, belongings
Two years ago our son Mark, moved to work as a barrister in the capital 
of the BVI, Road Town, on the island of Tortola, a tiny tropical paradise. 
Road Town was a beautiful little town, smaller than Baldock, full of 
pastel coloured little wooden buildings and palm trees on the edge of the 
turquoise Caribbean Sea. Mark managed to get a seat on one of the last 
planes leaving Tortola and narrowly missed Irma, the worst hurricane in 
living memory. He lost his home, his car and all his belongings, but he 
is safe and can replace these things. He spent the following two weeks 
working on communication, the distribution of satellite phones and the 
evacuation of islanders. Because of this, we have a personal interest in 
helping the people of the British Virgin Islands to get back on their feet. 

amazing response from villagers
On Saturday 23 September, we held a very successful coffee morning, 
followed by soup lunch, in the Parish Church Room, Ashwell to raise 
money to support the victims of Hurricane Irma in the British Virgin 
Islands. From when the door opened from 10am until 2pm, people filled 
the Parish Room,  some going away briefly after enjoying fresh coffee and 
homemade cake and biscuits, then returning for their lunch of homemade 
soup and a variety of breads, and then more cake and coffee or tea. The 
positive response from villagers in Ashwell and Hinxworth and the local 
area was amazing. Donations were made not only by those attending 
but also by many not able to attend. A team of truly wonderful helpers 
made it all possible. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to you all.

£3091 to Virgin Unite
After accounting for Gift Aid, the amount raised at the end of the event 
was an incredible £3,091, which will be sent to Virgin Unite!  What a 
splendid achievment from our wonderful community and our friends.
John and Gaye Rowlands

Villagers raise £3,091 for 
Irma victims

Time to join Christmas Card Scheme

Edworth means a donation can be 
made to one or both of the chosen 
charities instead of buying and sending 
Christmas cards to friends and neigh-
bours in Hinxworth and Edworth.  A 
printed Christmas card with seasonal 
greetings and the names of all the par-
ticipants will be delivered with Village 
Voice to every house in these villages 
before Christmas.

Rachel Giles
support Macmillan and/or the Red Cross
This year the chosen charities are Macmillan Cancer Support, which 
helps with the medical, social, emotional and practical needs of people 
affected by cancer, and the British Red Cross who help people in crisis 
– responding to conflicts, natural disasters, and individual emergencies.

don’t forget gift aid
If you would like to participate in the scheme please put your contribu-
tion in an envelope with your name and address on.  Cheques can be 
made payable to “The British Red Cross” or “Macmillan Cancer Sup-
port”.  If you are a UK taxpayer and would like to contribute through 
Gift Aid please write “gift aid” on the envelope and I will get a gift aid 
form to you.  Please drop donations to me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell 
Road, Hinxworth by  December 1.
Rachel Giles, rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk

Ashwell Book Weekend
The 18th Ashwell Book Weekend will be held in St. Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell, on Saturday 7 October from 10 am – 5 pm and Sunday, 8 
October from 2– 5 pm. Come and browse and buy from the hundreds 
of books on offer at bargain prices. Tea, coffee and homemade cakes 
available. Entry £1. Children under 16 free. Proceeds to the St Mary’s 
Church Restoration Appeal.

Art Exhibition this weekend
Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall, Francis Road, Hinxworth 

Saturday September 30 and Sunday October 1
11 am - 4 pm

Admission free - Raffle - Refreshments

picture: Virgin.com



Sept 30/Oct 1 Art Exhibition, Hinxworth Village Hall 10 am - 4 pm
Oct 1 Harvest Festival, St George’s Church, Edworth, 10 am
Oct 5 Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 7 pm
Oct 8 Harvest Festival, St. Vincent’s Church, Newnham 4.30 pm
Oct 7/8 Ashwell Book Weekend, St Mary’s Church Ashwell. See P1
Oct 12 Hinxworth and Edworth WI meeting Village Hall 7.30 pm
Oct 13 HYP meeting Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall 7 pm
Oct 20 copy date for November Village Voice
Oct. 28 Autumn Lunch, Food & Craft Fair. Village Hall 11-4pm
If you want events listed here, contact villagevoice3@gmail.com

Dates for your diary

Farming then and now — David Smyth talks to Village Voice 

David Smyth has been farming in Edworth for around 45 years. “I 
remember helping do the wages when I was a teenager. I put the money 
in the packets. On Edworth Manor Farm, and Lower Farm, there were 
about 20 people employed. Now there are just two of us for the same 
acreage: me and David Livings who has worked here for 45 years and 
retires in March. It’s all done with machines now. Mechanisation has got 
to be the biggest change in farming over the last 40 years. There used to 
be gangs of men working at different tasks, loading up, say 80 - 90,000 
small bales of straw for the cattle. There were men who looked after the 
cattle, the meadows, fencing. The whole thing has changed. But that’s all 
gone, some of it my own doing as I never really wanted to keep animals. 
You have to love animals. If they made lots of money, perhaps I would 
be keener.”

farming here since 1793
“What propelled me into farming? I enjoyed being on the farm. One day 
when was about 15, Dad asked me, ‘do you think you’re going to come 
back on the farm?’ And I thought, yes, I would probably come back on 
the farm. It’s been bred into me. I think he knew I wanted to farm but 
he wanted to make sure before he made any future plans. I never looked 
back, it’s a good life. You are your own master, you decide how hard 
you’ll work and how much money you’ll make from the farm. You have 
to have a feel for the land, a feel for when you can work the land. Which 
we can’t at the moment because it’s too wet. It’s about keeping the farm 
going too. We’ve been farming here since 1793. If the girls decide in, 
say, 30 years that they don’t want to farm I hope that by some way we 
can keep the estate in the family but it will be up to them. We have 750 
acres and 200 acres of Tony Smyth’s land.”

back to crop rotation
“Our main crops are wheat, barley, beans and, this year, peas for human 
consumption. I think they are perfect for pea shooters! They are beauti-
fully round projectiles. The peas are new because we can’t grow oilseed 
rape at the moment because of the flea beetle. Maybe in four years time, 
they may have died down and we can try again. Another problem is black 
grass – we control it with difficulty. You can do something with chemicals 
but really we have to go back to old fashioned farming, rotation: wheat, 
two years spring barley then a break crop like peas or beans. The seeds 
can live for 12 to 15 years which is why I don’t want to plough because 
that gets you nice and clean on top but brings all the black grass seeds 
up from below the surface. Farmers are trying direct drilling into the 
previous crop. Without ploughing, the weed seeds stay where they are 
and the worms get on with aerating the soil.”

keeping up with technology
“Current technology is clever, but expensive. To avoid compacting the 
soil, machines move over fields at spaced intervals, say 12 or 24 metres. 
Positional accuracy is achieved by satellites and a ground station. Satel-
lites are good but they move, so to get accurate results you need a ground 

continued in columns 3&4

signal as well as GPS. I love technology but I’m getting perhaps a bit long 
in the tooth to keep up with the latest developments.”

“Sensors on the combine harvester map the field, and the yield as you 
go along. Where the yield is down along the field edges, it’s probably 
due to the rabbits. You can do soil tests to find where fertiliser is needed 
so you don’t drench the whole field. You can put more seed on the poor 
ground than on the better ground. Autonomous tractors will be here 
soon. I was driving a tractor one year after lunch, must have dozed off 
to be woken by beep beep beep, there I was heading towards the A1!”

patience is a wonderful thing
Is David optimistic about the future of farming amidst all the unknowns? 
“An accountant used to making widgets would have a problem with us 
because it could be two years from planting a crop until you knew whether 
or not you had made a profit. Farming has always been about waiting 
to see what will happen. Will we get support from government, or from 
Europe? Without support we would have to go big and farm like they 
do in the USA or Australia, growing smaller crops on bigger acreage and 
not having the money to maintain the countryside, trees, hedges, green 
areas. I might lie awake and wonder how we are going to get through 
this harvest. It happens, patience is a wonderful thing in farming. I’ll 
pray at Harvest Festival. We’ve been here before and got through it.”
Patrick Forbes

A field of barley in Edworth. Picture: Peter Hoskins A new tyre could cost £1600. Picture: Patrick Forbes

A win for Hinxworth's recurve archery team against Green Dragon 
Bowmen of Knebworth Park on Sunday 24 September meant that our 
small village team had completed all 15 matches without loss.

Hinxworth made it a "Grand Slam" in the Hertfordshire Summer 
League in all categories, Recurve, Longbow and Compound leagues.

Well done to all our archers.

Archers’ winning ways

soup lunch break
Due to holidays, we regret to 

announce that there will be no 
soup lunch in October.  Service 
will be resumed in November.

free bedroom set
White hand painted bamboo 

style dressing table, chair and mir-
ror.  Free.  Apply: 5 Francis Road 
Tel.no. 01462 742858



Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Farrowby Farm for fine foods
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

HYP News
  Note of a meeting held on September 7 in the Village Hall
Present:  Mr R. Cobb, Chairman, Mr R. Lewis, Vice- Chairman,                                                                 

Mr  D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr N Tiffin, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.
Other persons present:- Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor. 
1. The minutes of the meeting of 6 July were agreed by the Parish 

Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
2. Finance: Annual External Audit 2016/2017: The BDO external 

audit report has been returned agreed and signed. As a “Smaller Author-
ity” with annual income of less than £25K it is now not necessary for 
the Parish Council annual accounts to be audited externally. An Internal 
Audit only will be required for 2017/2018 onwards.

3. Highways: Potholes: Further to the Chairman reporting 13 pot-
holes along with photographs to Hertfordshire Highways in July they 
have not all been repaired. Hertfordshire Highways supposedly has a 
computer system in place to report back on the status of the repairs. 
The Chairman reported this appears not to be working. Steve Jarvis re-
sponded that there are problems and he is monitoring the situation and 
improvements to the reporting system are under way. Likewise he will 
follow up those potholes that have not been repaired. Overgrown hedges 
in New Inn road  still require cutting back. Steve Jarvis is to follow up. 
Steve Jarvis has notified the Hertfordshire Highways Contractor of the 
blocked drains. They are now investigating and will report back. Speed 
signs:- Further to the report last month regarding a portable  speed sign 
it has been agreed the Parish Councillors will discuss the matter further. 
Steve Jarvis will confirm he could make a possible 50% contribution of 
the estimated cost for the sign of £4.5K. The Parish Council could then 
apply for the grant by November to be allocated from the Hertfordshire 
Highways 2018-19 budget. To be discussed further at the October Par-
ish Council meeting.

Due to the number of issues, some detailed above, the Chairman again  
requested that Ringway, the Hertfordshire Highways Contractors,Steve 
Jarvis and the Parish Councillors meet “to walk the Village” to identify 
the problems. Steve Jarvis is again asked to arrange.   

4. Village Hall: The Village Hall Management Committee continues 
to fund raise for the refurbishment of the kitchen along with other ongo-
ing funding initiatives. A meeting between the VHMC and the Parish 
Council has yet to be arranged. 

5. Recreation Ground: Following the report in the July minutes 
of the “wheelie” incident, the Parish Councillors agreed to meet up to 
discuss further a barrier to be installed at the far end of the car park at 
the entrance to the recreation ground. The Councillors will report back 
at the October meeting.

6.  The Tennis Court: Eric Sore reported he has applied a cleaner to 
the tennis court surface but it appears to require further attention. The 
surface in the long term may require resurfacing. To be investigated further.

7. The Allotments: Additional Allotmenteers:- The Chairman and 
the Clerk signed three further licence agreements. There are now fourteen 
allotments occupied and six vacant. The Councillors agreed for the licence 
to be amended for all allotment holders to provide their home address. 
Wendy Kitchener is to liaise with Hilary Perricone. 

8. Any Other Urgent Business:Hinxworth Parish Council Website: 
Joe Perricone and Russell Lewis are to meet up to discuss the  progress 
of the website. Merchant Navy Flag Day: The Parish Councillors convey 
their thanks to Graham White for arranging for the appropriate flag to 
be flown in the Village on Merchant Navy Flag Day on September 3. 
Broadband for the Village: The Parish Councillors acknowledged the 
amount of time and effort Patrick Forbes has put in to successfully bring 
superfast broadband into the Village. They therefore unanimously wish 
to thank him for his efforts. The War Memorial Clock: maintenance of 
the War Memorial Clock is now due. This last took place in May 2014. 

9: Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday October 5 2017 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall. 

Even after their first week of school our Hypsters mustered up some 
energy for a busy night at HYP.  We started our ‘poppy project’, everyone 
got involved and we made a great start - we look forward to sharing these 

Caution: deer crossing!

The talk to the WI on Thursday 14 September was “Along the Inca 
Trail” by Stafford Steed, with slides.

He started with showing us slides of the Incas as they were so many 
years ago and told us some of their history, together with a map of the 
Inca trail that they were going to follow. Unfortunately it was upside 
down, a bit disconcerting when you are trying to find you way to Machu 
Picchu. He continued his slides with scenery along the way and of the 
Inca and Spaniards that they met with their animals, llamas, and Alpacas. 
We were shown slides of the terraces where the Inca grew crops, potatoes 
in particular. 

poor diet and high infant mortality
Subsistence farming still continues today but most large scale agriculture 
is in the oases and fertile irrigated river valleys that cut across the coastal 
desert. Sugar and cotton are the main export products. Many peasants 
scratch a living from tiny patches of  ground. In the towns they sell food 
vegetables and clothing. The diet and general health of these people is 
poor, and  30% of children die before they are one year old and life 
expectancy for men is 56 years and for women 60 years. 

The transport that the 16 travellers used was bus, horse and bicycle, 
depending on the land, but a lot of it was on foot, staying in camps with  
porters to carry luggage and set up tents and cook.

altitude sickness
When they arrived at Machu Picchu after ascending many feet one or 
two people in the group suffered from altitude sickness. The area was 
splendid with many terraces. They stayed in the area overnight in a hotel 
on the platform of the railway station, and then caught a train back to 
civilisation and then onward to their flight home.

Next month’s meeting:  Thursday October 12, 7.30pm, Village 
Hall, Hinxworth. The  speaker will be Bob Harding-Jones talking about 
‘Laughter in the Village.’ New members welcome.
Carol Cheney

with the village on Remembrance Sunday. We 
also made some S’mores, marshmallows dipped 
in chocolate with biscuits, and played ‘move the 
goalposts’.  We enjoyed a cake for Jonah and 
Grace’s birthday, Harriet was this month’s Hyp-
star!  Thank you to Andrew Tidmarsh for being 
the helper and dealing with a potential S’mores 
crisis of chocolate that wouldn’t melt! 

Our next meeting is 13 October.
Karen Mills

Hertfordshire County Council is keen to cut the number of road 
accidents involving deer. It seems that stags lose all sense of  road safety 
awareness while searching for their  mates. Oh dear!

Hinxworth Parish Council



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

October 1 10 am Harvest Festival, St. George, Edworth
October 8 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
                 4.30 pm Harvest Festival St. Vincent, Newnham
October 15 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
October 22 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
              9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham
October 29 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pic-
tures for November’s edition to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HL, e-mail copy 
and pictures to  villagevoice3@
gmail.com by October 20. Thanks.

Hinxworth & Edworth WI craft fair
 Autumn Lunch, Food and Craft Fair. October 28 in Hinxworth and 

Edworth Village Hall 11am – 4pm.  Come along and buy early for  Christ-
mas.  If anyone is interested or knows anyone interested in booking a free 
pitch please contact Debbie Birdsey on 01462 743364. Booking fee £10, 
refundable on the day - get in touch as soon as you can as space is limited. 

Village Voice small-ads work
and they are free

Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church

Police are once again reminding people 
to remain vigilant for unexpected phone calls 
after a Hertfordshire resident was targeted by a 
suspected phone scammer.

Beware phone scams

A Stevenage resident was called by someone, on Thursday September 
7, claiming to be from Herts Police. The caller said that the resident must 
pay a fine relating to a traffic offence. Detectives are working to trace 
the person who made the call. The police would never call and ask for a 
cash payment, so if you receive a call of this nature please terminate the 
call and contact 101 immediately.

Anyone who has been called in similar circumstances is asked to 
contact police on the non-emergency 101.

The police and banks would:
never ask for your bank account details or PIN number over the 

phone, so do not disclose these to anyone, no matter who they claim to be;
never ask you to withdraw money and send it to them via a courier, 

taxi or by any other means; 
never ask you to send your bank cards, or any other personal property, 

to them via courier, taxi or by any other means; 
never ask you to transfer money from one account to another over 

the telephone. 
If you are not happy with a phone call and are suspicious of the con-

versation you have with the caller then please end the call and contact 
police via the non-emergency number, 101.

Remember, when reporting a suspicious phone call to police, wait 
at least five minutes before attempting to make the call or use a mobile 
or neighbour’s phone to ensure you’re not reconnected to the offender.

 Did you know phones are now available that automatically block 
withheld numbers, which are often used by offenders? Service providers 
may also be able to assist with blocking unwanted calls.

 For further information about phone scams and how to avoid becom-
ing a victim, please visit: www.herts.police.uk/PhoneScams 

 Want to listen to a mock phone scam call? Visit our YouTube channel 
here:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvWjvsmG1t0

  

  I am not a resident of 
Hinxworth but today I have 
found a stray cat at the sta-
bles on New Inn Road. The 
cat is a ginger tabby, very 
friendly, very hungry and 
somewhat confused.  She 
is also very vocal. If this cat 
is your cat, contact me  at 
jpryall@btinternet.com
 Janis Ryall

Is this your ginger tabby?

Amnesty Concert Success
The concert for Amnesty at 

Simon Marlow’s house on Sep-
tember 3 was enjoyed by some 
80 people, raised around £1,200 
for Amnesty International. The 
weather was kind, the music lovely 
and the tea delicious. Thanks to 
all who were involved in any way.

Patients registered to practices in our area are being asked their views 
on GP opening hours by East and North Herts Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) and NHS England.

Local GP practices are currently open between 8 am and 6.30 pm Mon-
day to Friday, with some practices open for longer on one or two weekdays 
or Saturday mornings. These are called “extended hours appointments”.

extended hours proposed
The new proposal is to offer extended hours appointments every weekday 
evening and at weekends/early mornings depending on local demand 
by 2018.These appointments could be offered at a different surgery to 
the one that a patient is registered with. Everyone registered with a GP 
practice in the district is asked to give their opinion on these proposals.

The survey is open at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/North-
HertsExAccess  The survey will close on Wednesday 18th October.
Peter Chapman, Ashwell Patients’ Group

Stephanie Floyd from Edworth, 
and Matthew Hall from Baldock 
were married in the beautiful set-
ting of the Grotto in the Swiss 
gardens in Old Warden on Sep-
tember 14.

Despite the odd rain shower 
on the day, the ceremony took 
place in the sunshine. They then 
celebrated with friends and family 
at a woodland themed party in 
Edworth. We wish them joy!

Surgery opening hours - have your say

Stephanie,Matthew wed

Superfast broadband
If you have not registered with 

Voneus for a faster broadband service, 
there’s no time like the present. Ring 
them on 020 3026 4123. 

A massive thank you to all those villagers and regular supporters from 
further afield who came and supported the VHC Race night.  Barry did 
a brilliant job of organising the event and with the help of committee 
members Steph, Jo, Gary, Debbie, Jan and myself, and the kind support 
of Linda, Karen and our compare for the evening Simon Cheshire, a 
brilliant night was had by all.  

We raised over £2000 and with a very kind and generous donation 
from a resident in the village, we have a substantial amount going towards 
the new kitchen. Thanks to all.
Helene Donohoe

Race night huge success, makes £2000


