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Archery Course this month
The Hinxworth Archery Beginners' course this year will start on April 

7, then 14, 21, between 2 pm and 4 pm. There are some places to fill, 
so if anyone has family or friends who are keen to take up archery, now 
is the time for them to apply. All equipment is provided, the course fee 
is £50. Juniors from age 10, seniors any age. Archery promotes health, 
wellbeing and fitness. The Club is friendly and welcoming. A certificate 
is issued on course completion.

apply now
More information and application forms for the course are available from 
David Osmond,  hinxworth@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01462 742048.

Village Litter Picking event
Saturday 14 April 2018, 9.30 am .

Once again we are carrying out our annual litter picking around 
Hinxworth and the roads leading into the village.

Please can you give two or three hours of your time on a Saturday 
morning to help us tidy all the litter which has accumulated over time. 
We are meeting at the village hall ready to set off at 9.30 am. Hopefully 
there will be plenty of volunteers so the task will be finished in good time.

We're planning to have a cup of coffee in the hall afterwards. If you 
are able to help please contact me by phone or email.

Many thanks in anticipation of your support.
01462 742477 or email: clairehayuk@yahoo.co.uk

Claire Hay

Village Voice will be 200 in May!
Please come and join in a celebration to thank all the people who over 

the years have contributed to making such a success of Village Voice. Meet 
at the Three Horseshoes pub in Hinxworth at 8pm on May 9.
Sylvia Scales

Hinxworth Parish Council website is live
There is now a Hinxworth Parish Council website for the publishing 

of minutes, agendas and relevant notices.  You can see names and pictures 
of your councillors and the council clerk. The website address is www.
hinxworth-pc.org.uk

Village Voice to close

January 2019 will see the last edition of Village Voice.  I have been 
unable to find someone to take on the work as editor.  I think it best 
to give a date by which publication of Village Voice will end, not least 
because it gives individuals and groups time in which to either find 
another editor or organise alternative ways of getting news, reports, 
publicity around the villages.

Village Voice began in October 2001 when I thought that the vil-
lages needed a regular means of communicating news, events, reports of 
organisations.  I wrote then that Village Voice would be what we would 
make of it together. Over 17 years later,  you can see what we have made 
of it. People are kind in what they say about it.

new editor 2012-2015
When Village Voice was about ten years old, I suggested that it would 
benefit from an editor with fresh ideas and I was delighted when Annie 
Cullen became the editor in July 2012. I was able to step back a bit, 
and not worry so much about copy deadlines and holiday arrangements. 
Alas, Annie moved out of the village for family reasons and I took up 
the editorship once again in 2015.

someone out there could do this
Although I have tried to find a successor I have not succeeded. It is prob-
ably best to set a date beyond which Village Voice will not appear in the 
hope that readers will realize I really am stepping down as editor. I will 
be past eighty by next January and I am finding remembering things 
less easy. Sylvia Scales has generously  arranged a 200th birthday party 
on May 9th, details opposite, when we will celebrate the life of Village 
Voice, and, who knows, find someone willing to take Village Voice on 
to a new phase of its life.

help, support available
I am happy to spend as long as it takes to discuss what is involved and of-
fer any help to such a person. If I can manage the software, then I believe 
anyone can. If you want to talk about it, contact me on 01462 742015 
or email me at patrickforbes06@gmail.com.
Patrick Forbes

Congratulations, Andrew and Rachel

Andrew Ingham and Rachel Eccles were married at Saint Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth on Friday March 23. We wish them well.

Celebrate St George, patron saint
Our annual celebration will take place at St. George's Church, 

Edworth at 10 am on Sunday April 22. It will be a parish communion 
service followed by coffee in this beautiful medieval church.

Happy Easter to our readers

Farewell, Ian Wilkinson
We are sad to report the death of Ian Wilkinson who used to live 

in Homefield, Hinxworth. He died in the early morning of March 9. 
A memorial service will be held in Saint Nicholas Church, Hinxworth 

at 11.30 am on Tuesday April 24. We send our love and condo-
lences to Jean and the family. May Ian rest in peace and rise in glory.



A fun day out for all the family
Sunday 13th May – 11am to 5pm

The picturesque village of Ashwell welcomes visitors to its popular 
annual event ‘Ashwell at Home’, where you can enjoy a wide range of 
things to see and do, with entertainment for all the family. 

centenary themes
In addition to the traditional programme with open gardens, musical 
performances, craft stalls and activities for children, this year Ashwell at 
Home will be commemorating the centenary of two highly significant 
moments. Women’s Suffrage finally became law in February 1918 and 
on 11 November in the same year came the Armistice which ended the 
fighting on the Western Front in the First World War.  

Both events will be marked with a series of performances, events, 
activities and workshops during the day, many of them making particular 
reference to the part played by the people of Ashwell at the time.

The programme includes:
•	 Open	gardens
•	 Fun	for	children	including	free	workshops	
•	 Musical	concerts		and	live	music	around	the	village	
•	 Morris	Men	and	Tudor	dancing	
•	 Walks	and	Talks
•	 Arts	and	Crafts
•	 Archaeology:	bring	your	own	garden	finds
•	 Many	other	attractions		

special activities around themes
•								A	Bagpipe	Tribute	to	the	Fallen
•	 Poppy	Walking	Trail	
•	 Make	and	Plant	Poppies
•	 Suffragette	March
•	 Lest	We	Forget:	poetry	and	readings	from	WW1
•	 Ashwell	Bury	as	a	WW1	Convalescence	Hospital
•	 Hospital	Walk:	following	the	trail	the	convalescing	soldiers									

 would have taken
•	 Celebrating	the	Women	of	Ashwell
A wide range of refreshments will be available throughout the day.
Tickets are £7 per person, under 18s free. Available on the day or in 

advance from the website www.ashwellathome.org.uk  Earlybird tickets 
£6 when purchased online before the day.

For more information visit www.ashwellathome.org.uk

Thank you to all those who came along and supported the annual 
Village Hall Quiz. We hope you enjoyed the evening.

A special thank you to the winning Team ‘Great Expectations’ for 
very kindly donating their winners' prize  of  £60 to the New Kitchen 
Fund – very much appreciated. We raised £254.

See you all again next year,
Village Hall Management Committee

Thanks to the amazing crew who organised the evening. It was enormous 
fun. The Village Voice team did not disappoint, we came almost last, the editor 
constantly jumping up and taking pictures, some of which are above, together 
with a picture of the kitchen gutted and ready for restoration and renewal.

Village Quiz - great night out

lawyers' letter
We have been asked by our client 
Patrick Forbes of Hinxworth to 
state the following: 

no joke
"We have examined the April 2018 
edition of Village Voice in its entire-
ty and are content to certify that in 
our opinion there is nothing which 
could be construed as constituting 
an "April Fool" joke or hoax.

Given under our hand this 
29th day of March 2018,
Killjoy, Bannister & Crun 

Top hole Pot hole

One of many officially approved 
potholes due to be filled in in 
Francis Road in the next "two to 
three weeks." "At least  they are the 
right size," said the nice man from 
contractors Ringway. 

Homeless Colin Crocker painting

This watercolour of Saint Nicholas Church, Hinxworth by Colin 
Crocker is looking for a new home due to shortage of wall space in the 
Editor's house. A donation to St. Nicholas Church will suffice.



Dates for your diary

Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

Photographs, cartoons 
always welcome

Hinxworth Parish Council

April 1 Easter Day St. Vincent, Newnham 9.30 am, St. Nicholas 10.15 am
April 5 Hinxworth Parish Council AGM 8 pm Village Hall
April 9 to 12 Easter workshop, Ashwell Stage School, see this page
April 14 th 9.30am Hinxworth Village litter picking. Meet at the hall
April	20	Soup	Lunch	Hinxworth	&	Edworth	Village	Hall	12.30	-	2	pm
April 20 copy deadline  for Village Voice May edition
April 21 Spring Concert St. Nicholas Church 7 pm, see  page 4
April 22 Patronal Festival, St George, Edworth 10 am
May 9 Village Voice 200 party Three Horseshoes 8 pm, all welcome
May 13 Ashwell at Home - see feature opposite
July	15	Newnham	Parish	Lunch	Newnham	Hall	Cottage.	See	page	4

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Mortier’s Fine Ceylon Tea - the perfect 
tea for 2018. Phone: 01462 743241

Soup Lunch
April	 Soup	 Lunch	will	 take	

place on Friday April 20 in 
Hinxworth and Edworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Easter Workshop
Sing! - Act! - Dance!

Age groups: 4-8 and 9-13 
years old. Dates: Mon 9 to Thurs 
12 April. Times: 9:30am - 3pm 
every day. Price: £155 -  Get £5 
off, quote "SING18"

Book now: Contact Alex on 
07903 058568 or send e-mail         
to ashwellstageschool@gmail.com

   Note of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on March 1 
in the Village Hall.

Present:	Mr	R.	Cobb,	Chairman;		Mr	R.Lewis,	Vice	Chairman;		Mr	
D. Osmond; Mr E. Sore; Mr N. Tiffin; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Also 
present: Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
1 February were agreed by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2. Correspondence: The Chairman reported he had received a letter 
from a Hinxworth resident concerned that bins were being left outside a 
property on the grass verge in the High Street. The Chairman has spoken 
to the managing agent of the property and the matter has been resolved. 

3. Planning:  Planning Application ref: 18/00095/FP Brookside 
Great North Road, Hinxworth SG7 5EX. The Parish Councillors agreed 
unanimously to “no objection” to this application. Planning Application 
ref:	17/02495/1HH	Rosemary	Lodge,	High	Street,	Hinxworth,	Baldock	
SG7 5HF. This application was refused by North Herts District Council 
which has subsequently notified the Parish Council that the applicant is 
appealing against its decision. 

4. Highways: The Ashwell Road from Bury End through the High 
Street to the Herts/Beds Boundary: The Parish Councillors discussed 
their concern over the condition of the roads in this area. Steve Jarvis 
was able to report that Hertfordshire Highways should have a budget of 
approximately £5 to £8 million to resurface what are classed as “C” roads 
in the financial year 2018/2019. The above roads fall into the class”C” 
category. Steve will therefore be lobbying for funds from this budget for 
the resurfacing to take place.  Drains in the High Street/Homefield Area:  
These have now been cleared. Smiley Face Speed Sign:- is on course to 
be funded in the financial year 2018/2019.

 5. Village Hall: The Parish Councillors met with the Village Hall 
Management Committee. The kitchen units have now been ordered 
and will be delivered in the near future. The Parish Councillors have 
agreed to fund the new flooring required and requested the Village Hall 
Management Committee to provide them with three quotes.

  6. Recreation Ground: Hinxworth Archers:- The annual renewal 
agreement for April 2018 to March 2019 has been  drawn up. The an-
nual increase will be 2.7%. This is now with David Wayman, Chairman 
Hinxworth Archers for signature. David Wayman has notified the Parish 
Council the Archery Beginners Courses will take place on the Recrea-
tion Ground on the following dates:- April 7/14/21 between 2.00pm 
and 4pm. The Parish Councillors have agreed to these dates and will 
notify David Wayman accordingly.  The Basket Ball Net: DJG Ground 
Maintenance is to be contacted to provide a quote for its removal.

7. The Allotments:	The	Lease:	A	revised	lease	has	been	received	from	
North Herts District Council. It appears the original Parish Council 
acknowledgement of the lease to be continued for an additional five 
years from 2015/2020 which was signed and returned to NHDC in 
September 2015 has subsequently has gone astray. The Parish Council 
is still awaiting a response from NHDC.

8. Any Other Urgent Business:  Hinxworth Parish Council Website: 
Russell	Lewis	is	to	contact	Joe	Perricone	to	finalise	the	purchase	of	any	
outstanding equipment required and discuss email and access issues. 
Data Protection: The Council will adhere to the basic principles of the 
code due to come into place on May 28th 2018. It was agreed Nicholas 
Tiffin would be appointed as Data Protection Officer. 

9: Date of the Next Meeting- The Annual Parish Meeting: To take 
place on Thursday April 5 2018 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. The 
meeting closed at 7.55pm.

Please note that the minutes of Parish Council  meetings 
can be viewed in full on the Hinxworth Parish Council 
website www.hinxworth-pc.org.uk   -  Editor

Chris	&	Julie,	Papa	&	Nonna,	
Benham are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of Isaac. Born to 
proud	 parents,	Hayley	 and	 Lee	
on 26 February 2018, weighing 
8lbs 2oz.

Welcome, Isaac

Canapés and cards were on the menu for the March 8 WI meeting. 
This is the one meeting in the year when the members take over and give 
the hard working committee thanks and a rest for all their hard work.
Our President Yvonne Tookey gave out the notices and then passed the 
presidential reins over to Audrey Clare. She welcomed everyone and then 
asked Heather Baim to introduce our speaker for the evening, Andrea 
Eckloss. She demonstrated how to make all manner of cards for every 
occasion, some of them were very beautiful with beading and ribbons, 
and some equally nice with fluted edges. The amount of equipment she 
had to make these cards was amazing. At the end of the demonstration 
the members were encouraged to make a card of their own and many 
did so with some extremely professional results.

Following the demonstration gifts were presented to the committee, 
and the savoury and sweet canapés, made by the members, were served 
with a fruit punch or tea and coffee. 

national parks next month
 Next month's meeting:  Thursday  April 12, at 7.30pm in The  Village 
Hall, Hinxworth. The speaker will be Philip Nalpanis, talking about   
“National Parks.” Open Meeting, All Welcome. 
Carol Cheney

Bike wanted
Does anyone have a cheap 

but serviceable bike needed to 
commute to the station from 
Hinxworth? Please call Katie Scales 
on 01462 742505

Lift Share to 
Cambridge Science 

Park?
Does anyone drive to the Sci-

ence Park and would be willing 
occasionally to offer a lift from 
Hinxworth - will share costs.

Please call Scales on 01462 
742505

Amaryllis -"Clown"



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

April 1  9.30 am Easter Communion St. Vincent, Newnham
           10.15 Easter Family Communion St. Nicholas,  Hinxworth
April 8 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
April 15 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
April 22 9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham
             10 am Parish Communion St. George, Edworth
April 29 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pictures 
for May's edition by April 20 to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth	SG7	5HL.	E-mail	to		
villagevoice3@gmail.com   

Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth

copy date

Newnham Parish 
Lunch date

This amazing annual event will 
take place on Sunday July 15 at 
Newnham Hall Cottage. Tickets 
available from Fiona Hughes 01462 
742709  and Audrey Whalley on 
01462 742517. 

  Intermediate* 7.30pm Tuesday 10 April - 1 May 2018
Those of you who may have attended one of our previous courses 

and/or have a good understanding of your camera's controls and fea-
tures.  This course is aimed at moving your photography to the next 
level.  Allowing you to control the outcome of creative effects such as 
depth of field, blurring and freezing movement and effective use of 
your camera's focussing systems. You’ll also be introduced to using light 
effectively, both natural and artificial. 

 Advanced* - 7.30pm 5 - 26 June 2018
You’ll be able to quickly navigate your camera's controls and predomi-

nantly shoot in the semi-automatic mode of aperture/shutter priority.  
This course is aimed at introducing you to shooting in manual mode, 
studio lighting techniques, how to pose subjects effectively and to how 
to use the more advanced features of your camera to produce high qual-
ity photos with real impact.  You will also learn how to edit your photos 
using post-production software.

*Suitable for DSLR or Compact System Camera owners.
All of our four-week course sessions last for approximately 1hr 15 

minutes.  Typically 45 minutes interactive tuition and 30 minutes prac-
tical.  They cost just £60,  minimum seven, maximum 15 attendees.

Please let me know if you would like to reserve a place on any of these 
courses.  07885 766319,  07702 013910     email:  peterhoskinsphotog-
raphy@hotmail.com    Website is www.peterhoskinsphotography.co.uk
Katrina Hoskins

Photography Courses

I  would like to thank all my 
friends who have helped me and 
been so kind in doing things for 
me when I had my operation. I 
really do apppreciate all that you 
have done.
Thank you too for the lovely cards 
and gifts and flowers. I could not 
have managed without you all.
Thank	you	again.	Love,
Marion Willan

Thank you all

Spring Concert at St. Nicholas Church
The Baldock Community Orchestra returns to St. Nicholas Church, 

Hinxworth, for a concert at 7 pm on Saturday April 21. They will play 
music by Elgar, Tchaikovsky, Fauré, Queen, Sullivan and Cole Porter.

Tickets £10 to include a complimentary glass of wine, available from 
Patrick Forbes, 01462 742015.

Welcome, Cora
David and Sue of Summer 

Barn, Edworth are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their third 
grandchild, Cora Edith Cranston, 
born  on March 1.

With the lambing season under way we do get an increase of sheep 
worrying. Police are issuing a warning to dog owners following incidents 
of sheep worrying.

Since the beginning of February we have seen an increase of sheep 
worrying reports.  If a dog worries sheep on agricultural land, the person 
in charge of the dog is guilty of an offence.

keep dog on lead and unable to roam
It is crucial that you keep your dog on a lead around livestock, even if 
you can usually trust it to come when called. If you live in or near an 
agricultural area, you must make sure that your dog cannot escape from 
your property as it may find its way on to land containing sheep.

Anyone who witnesses any incident is asked to contact police on the 
non-emergency number 101, noting descriptions of the dog involved 
and its owner. You can also report information on line at https://www.
herts.police.uk/Report

 Alternatively, you can contact the independent crime-fighting charity 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or through its Anony-
mous Online Form at www.crimestoppers-uk.org. No personal details 
are taken, information cannot be traced or recorded and you will never 
need to go to court.

 Have you had power tools stolen in the last year? 
If so, it may be worth contacting Thames Valley Police.
Four people from Milton Keynes have been arrested 
on suspicion of handling stolen goods after a large 

Hoard of stolen tools found

number of tools were recovered from containers as part of a Thames 
Valley Police investigation. The items were recovered at locations in 
Milton Keynes and Aylesbury, and officers are now working to reunite 
owners with their property. One of those arrested, a 21-year-old man, 
has also been arrested on suspicion of theft by finding. A fifth person, 
a	16-year-old	boy	from	Luton,	has	also	been	arrested	on	suspicion	of	
handling stolen goods.

marking tools makes sense
Superintendent Tim Metcalfe said: “The theft of tools is a serious and 
organised form of criminality that is on the increase. It impacts on the 
ability of honest tradespeople to work and, as a consequence, can under-
mine the reputation of individuals and businesses. The seizure of stolen 
tools over the weekend presents an opportunity to bring those responsible 
to justice and return the items to their rightful owners. This will be made 
significantly easier in cases where the tools have been marked."

Worrying sheep is a crime

Church Clean-up
Please come and help with our 

annual church clean and church-
yard tidy up on Saturday May 5 
from 10 am until 1 pm. Coffee, 
tea and biscuits will be provided. 
Bring any garden tools you think 
might be needed. Thank you.
St. Nicholas PCC

St Nicholas APCM
The annual parchial church meet-
ing will be held at 10.15 am on 
Sunday April 15 in St. Nicholas 
Church. All members of the con-
gregation are asked to be there.


