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New surgery phone system 
Our surgeries in Ashwell and Bassingbourn will soon have a new 

phone system which is designed to be more efficient for patients and 
surgery staff alike.

The main features are:
 patients' waiting time on the phone should be reduced;
 patients will be directed to the appropriate department;
 all calls will be recorded – it is hoped that this will prevent the 

rude calls our staff have to endure from time to time;
 calls will be directed automatically to whichever surgery line is 

free,  Ashwell or Bassingbourn, reducing waiting and potentially increas-
ing our overall capacity;

 certain extensions will only be active between certain times. 
Out-of-hours calls will be directed to other means of completing the 
task eg repeat prescriptions.

The present and new systems will run in tandem for an initial period. 
The company responsible has promised a hassle-free implementation 
but we all know how temperamental new technology can be!  But in 
the end our hope is that the new arrangements will be of great benefit 
to all concerned.

missed appointments
The question of appointments can be a vexed one. One of the problems 
is when patients fail to turn up to appointments they have made. These 
are known as “DNAs” - “Did Not Attend”. Sadly this problem affects 
all GP practices across the country and is a source of great frustration 
with NHS resources under such pressure. Each DNA means that other 
patients are denied the chance to see a nurse or doctor. At our two sur-
geries DNAs amounted to 36 hours during the first three months of this 
year – several days worth of consultation time. In June the figure was 
17 hours. Now we all know that circumstances change and that the best 
made plans can alter, but if you find that  you are unable to keep your 
appointment, please let the surgery know so that they can re-allocate 
your slot. After all, it's only common courtesy and someone else can be 
seen in your place.

blood pressure monitor in Ashwell
If you have attended recently you may have noticed a new machine on 
the table near the dispensary. This is for patients who need to provide 
blood pressure readings for their doctor or nurse. You simply go to the 
machine, take three readings and hand the print-outs to Reception. The 
doctor or nurse will then look at these and decide whether further steps 
are necessary. This process  frees up quite a few appointments and patients 
use the machine at their own convenience. If you are uncertain about 
using the machine our staff on Reception will be only too pleased to help. 
The machine was purchased thanks to a gift from a grateful family. Do 
have a look at the plaque on the side of the monitor. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy summer!

Hinxworth food waste collection
 The Parish Councillors have been made aware of the recent problem 

with the food waste collection. Having written making it quite clear 
to North Hertfordshire District Council’s member Vaughan Wilson, 
Head of Leisure and Environmental Services, that the current problems 
are unacceptable, the Councillors have been assured further resources 
are being put in place to remedy this. So it is expected by the time you 
receive this August edition of Village Voice the situation should hope-
fully be resolved. 

problems - who to e-mail
For your information should you have any problems in regard to your 
waste collection, food or otherwise, in the future please report this by 
email to one or all of the following:-

·         Vaughan.Watson@north-herts.gov.uk
·        Andrew.Mills@north-herts.gov.uk
·        northhertsenquiries@urbaser.co.uk     Urbaser is the contractor 

for waste and this is the link via NHDC.
Hinxworth Parish Council  - July 13th 2018

Ashwell Patients' Group 
invites you to a talk on Cancer Prevention.

Prevention measures, early diagnosis, screening, 
signs and symptoms.

Speaker: Jay Smith of Cancer Research UK
Tuesday 25 September 3:00 pm

Refreshments from 2:40 pm
Ashwell Surgery

Sika deer at Woburn - photo by John Cheney

Newnham lunch raises £1620

The sun shone, the food was delicious, the raffle speedily sorted - what 
could possibly go wrong? The Editor dropped his camera which has now 
been repaired by the manufacturers. Otherwise..... a great day.



Although we have lived and worked in the area for 50 years, Betty 
and I have never visited the British Schools Museum in Hitchin. So it 
was with great anticipation that we accepted an invitation from Heather 
Baim, who has volunteered as a guide at the museum, to act as a test 
audience for her first tour of the school rooms.

advanced scholars helped new pupils
The school is the last existing example of the monitorial school system 
which was promoted in the early 1800s by Joseph Lancaster to give some 
form of education to the poor of the area in order to give them better 
job opportunities later on. The Lancaster system used more advanced 
scholars as monitors to act as the teachers of newer, less experienced 
scholars under the supervision of one master for boys or mistress for 
girls, enabling large groups to be taught in one classroom.

The first school on the Hitchin site was a schoolroom for 200 boys 
and 100 girls. It was founded in 1810 following the donation of a disused 
Malthouse by local lawyer William Wilshere. Over the years the school 
was added to and the Malthouse rebuilt.

Rewards and reprimands were handed out during the lessons and 
unfortunately it was only the latter that were received by Heather’s guest 
“pupils”, as our picture shows.

worth a visit
If you have never been to the Museum in Queen Street, it is well worth 
a visit and I am sure that Heather and the other volunteers would be de-
lighted to see you. Visit their web site: www.britishschoolsmuseum.org.uk  
Ed Thorn

After 17 years in  this lovely village we are moving to Bishop's Stort-
ford in August to be nearer to our youngest son and family.  It will be 
a wrench to uproot ourselves but it is 'mind over heart'.  We will be on 
a bus route with shops nearby and will be able to walk, bus or car into 
the town itself.  We will have a much smaller garden with no grass so Ed 
won't have to keep mowing the grass in the summer.  

what we will miss
We will miss all of you of course. We have made many friends here and 
on our walks have usually encountered someone to talk to.  We will miss 
the chiming of the village clock, the lovely church bells, and all the vari-
ous village gatherings and events. In Stortford there are beautiful walks, 
country parks and a nearby river where we can walk along the tow path 
into town.  Our grandchildren are highly delighted although three year 
old Rosie-May is not quite sure what all the fuss is about!  

thank you all
We are sure to be back from time to time to see how you are all doing 
so for now it's a sad goodbye with thanks for all your kindnesses and 
company.  With love and best wishes,
Betty & Ed Thorn.

Thorns move to Bishops StortfordDisciplined at Schools Museum

badly behaved trio: Betty, Michael and Ed - photo by Heather Baim

picture: Patrick Forbes

Helping the hungry

It  is a scandal that in one of the world's richest economies, people 
in employment cannot afford to buy the food they need. 

large white bucket in church
For some months, St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, has been collecting 
food for Bedfordshire Food Aid Network. There is a large white plastic 
bucket at the back of the church. Donors place dried food, tinned food 
and toiletries in the bucket. When full, it is taken to The Preen Centre, 
Unit 2, Shortmead Industrial Estate, Sun Street, Biggleswade SG18 0BP. 
The centre is open from 9.30 am until 4.30 pm every day except Sunday 
and Monday when it is closed. They also welcome  gifts of furniture, 
books, cds, dvds and electrical items. It's an Aladdin's cave.

please help
Families short of cash are likely to struggle during the school holidays as 
there are no school meals for children. If you can help, please give gener-
ously. The church is open during daylight hours. Thank you.

Fuchsias bloom in Caldecote

If you missed the Fuchsia Festival at St Mary Magdalene Church 
in Caldecote on July 21 and 22, don't worry, there will be another one 
in 2020. The church was beautifully decorated and you could buy any 
number of fuchsias in the churchyard. Refreshments were available. 

Heather Howard from Royston was there with a display of greetings 
cards and gift wrap. She said that business had been steady.  Contact 
her at heather@lemonyellow.org  Mrs Editor bought two hardy fuchsias. 
"Plant them deep," she was told.

The event was organised by the Friends of Caldecote Church who  
work hard to maintain this medieval church.

Fuchsias in church, and Heather Howard



Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

Hinxworth Parish Council
   Note of a meeting of the council held on July 5 in the village hall.
Present: Mr R. Cobb, Chairman; Mr R.Lewis, Vice Chairman; Mr 

D. Osmond; Mr E. Sore; Mr N. Tiffin; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Also 
present - Steve Jarvis, Hertfordshire County Councillor.

1. The Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 7 June were agreed 
by the Parish Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 

2. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. The salary increase for the 
Clerk: a 3% increase backdated to April 1 2018 was agreed unanimously.

3. Highways: The condition of the roads in the area. Since their con-
cern over the remaining potholes, as reported last month, Richard Cobb 
informed the meeting that these have now been marked, outlined in red, 
to be repaired. He also reported that the streets and gullies in Hinxworth 
are now being cleaned and cleared on a regular basis. 

The smiley face speed signs for the Village: Steve Jarvis reported he 
met with Gary Henning. The survey of the siting of the signs is under 
way and a copy will be sent to the Parish Council in due course. 

4. Recreation Ground: The entrance to the recreation ground from 
the car park: The Councillors have now agreed to provide a lockable 
barrier to the recreation ground to prevent joy riders using the ground 
as a race track. The hedge around the recreation ground: This area is 
becoming overgrown again. David Granger is to be contacted for a quote 
for the cost of cutting the area back. 

5. Any Other Urgent Business: The War Memorial Clock:  a date 
for this work to be done is awaited from A. James of Saffron Walden.
Defibrillator Training: a further training session has been arranged on 
Tuesday October 2 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

Winter salt allocation for the village: Eric Sore is to check the current 
amount of salt held and if necessary the Parish Council will order further 
stocks from Hertfordshire Highways.

Recent burglary in the village: the Parish Councillors are greatly con-
cerned this burglary occurred in the middle of an afternoon in broad day 
light and unfortunately not observed by anyone. Therefore the Chairman 
is to write a letter to all residents in the Village to ask them to ensure 
their homes and outbuildings are adequately secured. Villagers should 
be vigilant in looking out for vehicles that they may not recognise or 
look suspicious. Should residents have any cause for concern in regard to 
such vehicles please contact PCSO Chris Braybrook on 01438-757935. 

The Parish Council intends to place “Neighbourhood Watch” signs 
in prominent positions in the Village to deter such an event taking place 
again, as they are sure all neighbours and residents of Hinxworth will 
now be looking out for anything suspicious.

6. Date of the Next Meeting- Thursday September 6  2018 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.00pm.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI ladies along with some of their hus-
bands/partners enjoyed a very hot but pleasant evening in the garden of 
Sue and David Chudley in Biggleswade. The gardens were delightful and 
hid secrets behind the herbaceous borders, with koi ponds, vegetable and 
fruit plots and lots of unusual plants, trees and statues which provided 
the answers to the challenging quiz set by Sylvia. A garden themed word 
search and crossword kept us all occupied and the quiz gave us the op-
portunity to get up and really look at the garden.

pottery and alpacas
A fabulous selection of strawberry gateaux and tea were served while we 
chatted and whiled away the evening. Next meeting September 13 with 
guest demonstrator Helen Baron and her fabulous pottery.  Please note 
Alpaca Visit on Thursday 16 August will depart from the pub at 1pm.
Jan Youngman

HYP enjoy treasure hunt 

This month we, HYP, thoroughly enjoyed the 'Around Hinxworth’ 
treasure hunt. The questions and challenges required both skill and creativ-
ity. Clues took us all over the village where we were given challenges which 
we had to photograph, as well as five separate tasks i.e. make a human 
pyramid -– thankfully no injuries! The girls and Jonah were the first to 
return to the rec. After a good 20 minutes of waiting Patrick volunteered 
to form a single search party and go looking for them on his bike! 

'we were thinking'
He soon found them, and asked why they had taken so long. The boys 
said “the girls and Jonah were running, we were thinking!” So all in all we 
enjoyed the evening very much and finished off with a game of football, 
milkshakes and smoothies. A huge thank-you to Patrick for helping out.   
Harriet Macpherson

The boys' human pyramid

August 16 WI Alpaca visit, leave Three Horseshoes at 1 pm
August 17 Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
August 20 Copy deadline for September Village Voice
Sept 6 Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7 pm
September 13 Hinxworth and Edworth WI meeting Village Hall 7,30
Sept 14-17 Sponsored Hospice cycle ride to World War 1 battlefields
September 25 Cancer prevention talk, Ashwell surgery 3 pm see page 1
October 2 Defibrillator training Village Hall 7 pm

Dates for your diary

The girls and Jonah running!

Thank you, it's been fun
 For some minutes the pigeon sat in the editor's bird bath. I hope 

that this  won't be the last picture 
I take for Village Voice. It's been 
fun working on the paper. Thank 
you, printers, contributors, proof 
readers, distributors, and cru-
cially, you the reader, without 
whom......
Patrick Forbes



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

August 5 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth           
August 12 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 19 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 26 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pic-
tures for September's edition 
by August 20 to Mike Wade, 5 
High Street, Hinxworth SG7 
5HQ. E-mail  as usual to  vil-
lagevoice3@gmail.com   

Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth

Copy date

Soup Lunch
August's Soup Lunch will take 
place on Friday August 17 in 
Hinxworth and Edworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Watch it
For Sale:  lady's wristwatch, new 
battery, £10. Tel 01462 742858

Can I help?
I am a professional cook. I offer help 
with cleaning, cooking, gardening, 
shopping. Reasonable rates. DBS 
checked. Please contact me on 
07802 954822. Thank you.

Hare courser's car crushed 
A man found guilty of hare coursing in Hert-

fordshire has been fined, received three points on his 
driving licence and will have his car crushed by police.

Patrick McDonagh, aged 47, of Three Cherry 
Trees Lane in Hemel Hempstead, pleaded not guilty to hare coursing 
on December 20, 2017 but was convicted on Wednesday June 13 at St. 
Albans Magistrates Court.

Rural and Wildlife Officer, PC Jane Flemons, said: “A member of 
the public reported seeing a lurcher dog chasing a hare across the field. 
McDonagh was found with two lurchers, two German shepherds and a 
springer spaniel along with his Ford Mondeo.”

His vehicle was seized by police and he was reported for the offence 
of ‘trespassing on land in pursuit of game, contrary to Section 30 of the 
Game Act 1831.’ He was further reported for driving offences including 
having a bald tyre and having no car tax.

McDonagh denied hare coursing but was found guilty. He pleaded 
guilty to the driving offences and was fined £180, ordered to pay a vic-
tim surcharge of £30, and court costs of £620, totalling £830. He also 
received three points on his licence for the driving offences.

commitment to rural community
Chief Inspector Stuart Cheek said: “We’ve made a commitment to the 
rural community that we will work with farmers and landowners to 
reduce crime. We know hare coursing can have a damaging effect on 
farmers and landowners and we will use our powers, including crushing 
criminals’ vehicles, to make it hard for them to operate. Without his car, 
McDonagh will struggle to cause further harm to our rural communities.”
McDonagh’s vehicle will be crushed within two weeks.

barn meet faces rural issues

Free to good homes 
A supply of odourless garlic 

capsules; Four metal-framed chairs 
with brown-upholstered seats and 
backs. Tel. 01462 742327

A family outing with a difference! You should have been there! Friday 
July 13 was another beautiful day in this unusually gorgeous summer and 
my family decided to mark it with, for us, a unique activity! 

Anyone who has been to college or university has probably gotten 
involved in sit-ins, strikes or demonstrations but this was our first march. 
Yes, we wanted to be among that number who gave the message to Mr 
Trump that he wasn’t welcome to our shores.

in buggies and wheelchairs
Unsurprisingly, we weren’t alone. What was surprising was the range of 
people who also wanted to send that message; from the middle-aged, to 
young people, through the business men and women, some in wheel-
chairs, and mums with children in buggies, to whole families carrying 
placards with a range of messages from the obvious ‘Dump the Trump’ 
to the humorous ‘This placard isn’t big enough to say what I think’. 

expressing disgust
It was an incredibly good-natured march as we were cheered on with 
huge support from people on the pavements. Even the police were smil-
ing though they looked very hot in their anti-stab vests! It’s amazing how 
tiring it is to walk so slowly for the perhaps one mile from Portland Place 
to Trafalgar Square. It took about an hour and a half! In fact, with many 
in costumes, some singing, lots of us chanting and carrying personal or 
political messages, and others making music native to their own coun-
tries or communities it almost seemed a travesty that the reason we were 
all there was to express our disgust at a political figure. Of course, our 
protest is unlikely to make any difference but I, for one, am glad I stood 
up and was counted!
Sylvia Scales

Trumping the visit

A host of agencies came together on June 27 to discuss rural crime at 
the North Herts Annual Barn Meet at Thrift Farm in Royston.

Local farmers and landowners met with officers from their local Safer 
Neighbourhood Police Team, The Rural Operational Support Police 
Team, Herts. Fire and Rescue Service, the National Farmers Union, 
representatives from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
and local and County Council officers.

Chief Constable Charlie Hall also attended the event along with Dr 
Amie Birkhamshaw  from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office. 
“The barn meet is a popular event which enables the rural communities 
of North Herts. to meet with police and partner agencies to discuss issues 
which affect them on a daily basis,” explained Sergeant Guy Westwood. 
“It is also a chance for partner agencies to catch up and learn about new 
rural initiatives to tackle not only crime but any rural issue. Our rural 
communities are very important to us and we understand that they have 
specific policing needs. It was great to see so many people at the event.”

“In 2017 the Police and Crime Commissioner, David Lloyd, ring-
fenced £400,000 of Proceeds of Crime Act funds towards a Local Partner-
ship Fund, which gives councils the opportunity through matched funding 
to address issues such as fly-tipping, fly-grazing and anti-social behaviour."

“Over £132,000 of the fund has so far been spent in funding anti 
fly-tipping initiatives including the purchase of new cameras for deploy-
ment at fly-tipping hotspots across the county. We recognise that there 
remains a lot more work to be done."


