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A Day to Remember Christmas Card Scheme
A last reminder that if you would like to participate in the 
Hinxworth and Edworth Alternative Christmas Card Scheme 
to please put your contribution in an envelope and drop it to 
me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell Road, Hinxworth by Monday 3rd  
December (names can’t be added to the card after this date).

The charities this year are The Garden House Hospice and 
Barnardo’s. Please make cheques payable to Garden House 
Hospice Care or Barnardo’s and remember to write your name 
and address on the envelope.  If you are a UK taxpayer and would 
like to make a contribution through Gift Aid please request a Gift 
Aid Form from me or I can fill a form in if I have your full address.

Rachel Giles (rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk)

Sunday 11th November was a lovely sunny morning and a large 
crowd turned out for the special centenary service at the 
Hinxworth War Memorial.  

Wreaths were laid to 
commemorate all those 
who had died in the 2 World 
Wars from the three villages 
Hinxworth, Newnham and 
Edworth.

The Royal British Legion Poppy 
Day collections for Hinxworth 
and Edworth raised a total of 
£755.92. The Newnham collection raised a further £139.60 and 
the total amount for the district added up to over £4,500.

Bedfordshire Road Cycling Club
It was the 5th year running that members of the Bedfordshire 
Road Cycling Club, made their annual pilgrimage to the Hinxworth 
War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
A most interesting meeting was held at the WI on Thursday 
8th November, this was an open meeting and was attended by 
partners and friends also. The subject was Woburn Estates and 
head gardener and engineer Andy came to speak to us.  He firstly 
told us about the staff and the land which they look after, the 
land consists of 42 acre gardens, 1800 hectare farmland, 350 
properties, 12 acres of grounds in London as well as the safari 
park. They are also responsible for Woburn Abbey sculpture 
gallery and conference centre, which caters for weddings and 
corporate functions, and the Woburn Hotel which is in the centre 
of Woburn village. They also manage the scrub on the golf course 
and when needed, horticulture in the safari park. The staff consist 
of an estate manager, 3 head gardeners, 2 contracted gardeners 
and 16 under gardeners, some of whom are doing apprenticeships, 
and 1 engineer. The estate trains would-be gardeners, and internal 
training includes tractor driving skills. The Duke and Duchess of 
Bedford head this team and have a hands-on approach to the 
work.  

A large amount of the work is plant establishment and maintenance 
but they are also involved in the restoration of the Chinese Dairy. 
We were shown slides on how it was before they removed a 
very mature tree which had grown on the bank of the lake.  This 
involved shoring up the lake with a long supporting wall and the 
original dairy was repaired, painted and decorated to what it is 
today.  A bog-garden was created which took many hours of work 
and many tonnes of boulders and other materials. The Chinese 
Dairy is now finished and open to the public.

Members of staff are also required to travel to London to care 
for the squares, which are part of the estate.  This involves general 
maintenance like cutting grass, trimming trees and clearing rubbish. 
The staff also look after the Woburn Hotel where the grass and 
gardens have to be immaculate.  On 22nd and 23rd June 2019 the 
estate will hold the Woburn Garden Show; for further details see: 
www.woburnabbey.co.uk

Next months’ meeting:  Thursday 13th December 2018 
WI Christmas Dinner at The Crown, Henlow – members only.

Carole Cheney



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Message from Inspector 
Richard Lilley, North Herts 
SNT  
Nationally there are always seasonal increases in certain crime 
types as the clocks change and evenings become darker that little 
bit earlier. Whilst Hertfordshire continues to be one of the safest 
counties to live and work, I wanted to contact local residents in the 
more rural parts of North Herts, as your Safer Neighbourhood 
Inspector, to ask for your support in driving down local crime.  

I am aware of increases in burglary offences to homes and garden 
sheds, as well as vehicle crime, in recent weeks within North 
Herts. 

The Chief Inspector, Detective Inspector and I use a variety of 
resources available to us in order to pro-actively identify offenders 
and bring them to justice as swiftly as possible. Over the coming 
weeks you will see police patrolling your neighbourhood and 
engaging with community groups, as working with you is vital in 
trying to catch the offenders. 

Offences have been occurring throughout the daytime and 
evenings. It is likely offenders familiarise themselves with a 
neighbourhood prior to committing offences, often taking time to 
research the streets and levels of activity.

I would be grateful if, over the coming weeks and leading up to 
Christmas, you would be more vigilant as you are best placed to 
know when something looks out of place locally. If you suspect 
a person is in your neighbourhood to commit a crime or you 
see a vehicle in suspicious circumstances please don’t hesitate to 
contact Police via 999 if a crime is in progress, or 101 to pass 

Church Services
2nd Dec.  10.15 am - Patronal Festival Family Service          

         St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
9th Dec.   9.15 am - Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
15th Dec. 5 pm - Real Life Nativity St. Mary, Ashwell  

         with Onkey the Donkey
16th Dec. 4 pm Village Carol Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth  

         4 pm Village Carol service St. Vincent, Newnham
23rd Dec. 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 

         9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham
24th Dec. 4 pm Crib Service St. Mary, Ashwell         

   11.30 pm Midnight Communion St. Vincent, Newnham
25th Dec. 9.30 am Christmas Communion St. Vincent, Newnham  

        10 am Communion and Carols St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 

Christmas Carol service
You are all welcome to our village carol services, both on 16th 
December and at the same time, 4 pm, in St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth and St Vincent Church, Newnham. Please note that 
there will not be a morning service at St. Nicholas on Sunday 
16th December.

Patronal Festival
Come and help us to celebrate our patron Saint Nicholas at 
a family service in St. Nicholas Church on the first Sunday in 
December, December 2 at 10.15 am. Nicholas, also known as 
Santa Claus is patron saint of our church around 400 other 
churches in this country. He is also patron saint of seafarers, 
children, young maidens of marriageable age, and pawnbrokers as 
well as being patron saint of Russia.  A busy man, Saint Nicholas!

St. Vincent Carol Service, Newnham 
Newnham Carol Service will be held at St. Vincent’s Church on 
Sunday 16th of December at 4pm,. Mulled wine and mince pies 
will be served after the service. Please all come.

Fiona Hughes

Carols by Candlelight
Carols by Candlelight are back in Caldecote. The event takes place 
on Saturday 8th December over two sessions: 3.30 pm and 6.00 
pm. However, the latter service is already fully booked.  

We offer seasonal readings, poems and stories interspersed with 
best-loved Christmas carols in a stunning atmosphere of our 14th 
century tiny former parish church. As always mulled wine, mince 
pies and sausage rolls will be served in the interval. 

Parking and disabled access are available.

Tickets for the 3.30 service are available from gillyannclarke@
gmail.com, priced at £10.00.

Grazyna

Roman Catholic Mass 
An early notice that we will be having our 2nd Roman Catholic 
Mass to be held at St. Nicholas Church Hinxworth.  This is 
hopefully to be arranged early in the new Year, date yet to be 
confirmed.

Linda and Barry Huber

information, so officers can attend and determine whether the 
person/vehicle is there lawfully. For more advice on protecting 
your property please visit our website at www.herts.police.uk

Thank you in advance for your continued support and be rest 
assured your local officers strive to ensure those who commit 
crime are caught and put before the courts.  

Are you doing enough to protect your home 
from burglars?
Hertfordshire Constabulary issues the following advice: 
1. Use a door bell camera, internal camera and/or monitored 

burglar alarm.
2. Ensure doors are double locked at all times. Keep windows 

closed and locked.
3.I install ‘dusk to dawn’ external lighting and use timer 

switches in your home to control internal lights, radios and 
a simulated TV.

4. Keep keys and valuables secure and out of sight.
5. Ensure boundary fences are secure with side gates locked. 

Keep tools and ladders in a locked shed.
6. Join Hertfordshire’s Neighbourhood Watch for alerts and 

advice: www.owl.co.uk 
7. Visit www.owlprotect.uk for discounts on security products.

Hertfordshire Police contact: 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

 



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 1st Nov. 2018 village hall.
Present: Richard Cobb (Chairman), Mr D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, 
Mr N. Tiffin, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk).
Apologies:- Russell Lewis - Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County 
Councillor
1. The Minutes of the last meeting:  

The minutes of the meeting of 4th October were agreed 
by the Parish Councillors and signed by Chairman Richard 
Cobb. Proposed by Nick Tiffin and seconded by Eric Sore.

2.  Matters arising not on the Agenda: Nothing to report.

3.  Correspondence: Nothing to report.

4.  Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 
agreed to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed 
by Eric Sore and seconded by Richard Cob.

 The Precept: The Parish Council has been notified by NHDC 
that they will require the figure for the financial year 2019-
2020 by 18th January 2019. The precept therefore will be 
discussed the next Parish Council meeting on 6th December. 

5.  Planning: Nothing to report.

6.  Highways:   
The Smiley Face Speed Sign for the Village:  As reported 
in the minutes last month Richard Cobb met with Gary 
Henning to discuss further the siting of the speed sign.  All 
the outstanding issues have been resolved to now allow the 
sign to be installed.  The Parish Councillors are still awaiting 
a response from Gary Henning as to how and when the 
sign is likely to be in place.  Wendy Kitchener to contact 
him on behalf of the Councillors for a progress report. The 
“Community Drive Safe Scheme” application for funding will 
be made by the due date.

 Speeding Traffic through the Village: The Parish 
Councillors have become very concerned as to the traffic 
speeding through the Village. They therefore agreed to 
ask Wendy Kitchener to contact PCSO Chris Brabrook 
(Royston Rural) to arrange for a mobile police speed team 
to come to the Village to monitor the speeding vehicles.

 Salt Allocation 2018/19: The application has been made to 
Hertfordshire County Council for 34 bags of 20kg of salt for 
use during the winter. It is expected these will be delivered 
at the beginning of November. Wendy Kitchener is still 
awaiting notification, she will follow-up next week. 
Hertfordshire County Council Rights of Way: Julia Clarke, 
Access Project Manager, has notified the Parish Council of 
her intention to “improve and repair” Hinxworth Byway 
4 and Ashwell Byway 21. Commonly known locally as the 
BOAT which runs from the Dunton Road to Ashwell. The 
Parish Councillors have now been notified the work has 
commenced. The access to the route will remain open 
throughout the work.

7.  Village Hall: Nothing to report.

8.  Recreation Ground:   
The Entrance to Recreation Ground from Car Park:  
There is an ongoing problem with the transporting of the 
gate to the Recreation Ground. Other options will be 
looked at before the next Parish Council meeting. To be 
discussed further then.

9.  The Tennis Court: Nothing to report.

10. The Allotments: An additional Allotmenteer has taken 
plot 14. Therefore plots occupied are now fifteen and five 
vacant.

11. Any Other Urgent Business:   
The War Memorial: Councillors will tidy and clear the area 
ready for the Centenary Memorial Service on Sunday 11th 
November.

12: Date of Next Meeting: Thursday December 6th 2018 
at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 5.55pm.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Firework Fund Raiser
On Saturday 3rd November we 
held a Fund Raiser Firework 
Fest and a total of £460 was 
raised in aid of the Garden 
House Hospice, Newnham 
Village Hall and St Vincent’s 
Church Newnham.

Gloria, the Sun and Moon 
juice bar/vintage caravan run 
by Helen who lives in Ashwell 
supported us and donated her 
time and fantastic food.

The wonderful fireworks and 
raffle prizes (of which they 
were a great many of both) 
were very generously donated 
by friends, family, neighbours 
and villagers who attended.

Harlequin costume hire of Newnham were especially generous in 
supplying many fireworks as well as fancy dress attire for the dress 
up photo booth.

Superb live music by ‘Amanda Freeman’ followed the fireworks 
and there was much dancing and singing to end the night.

We were also very lucky to 
have on show the unique 
Steampunk Teardrop caravan 
built and owned by Dave and 
Rosie Moult who also run the 
Teardrop Club of Great Britain.

It was a wonderful,  memorable 
night. Here’s to next year.

Richard and Lyn Stark



THE THREE HORSESHOES 
H I N X W O R T H
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Three Horseshoes Christmas 
Opening Hours
24th Christmas Eve – Santa’s Grotto 18.30pm, 

Bar open all day. Kitchen 12.00-14.30 and 18.00-21.00.

25th Christmas Day - Bar 12.00-14.30, Kitchen Closed.

26th Boxing Day - Bar 12.00-16.00, Kitchen Closed.

Thursday 27th to Sunday 30th - Usual Opening hours.

31st New Years Eve – New Years Eve Throwback Party with buffet.  
Bar open 17.00 to late. Kitchen Closed.

1st New Years Day - Bar open 12.00 to 16.00. Kitchen Closed

Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd - Closed 

Friday 4th Jan.  - Bar open 17.00 till Close, Kitchen 17.30 to 21.00. 
          

SALT BINS
Just a reminder to everyone in the Village as the winter weather 
approaches there are three salt bins in the Village for the use of 
the Villagers. They are situated as follows:-
1.  The Three Horseshoes Pub Car Park.

2.  Homefield on the corner with the High Street.

3.  Alongside the Village Hall.

 Wendy Kitchener - Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

HYP 2019 Calendar
We finally have our dates for HYP confirmed for next year.  

Date  Activity
11/01/2019 Outing - Details TBC
08/02/2019 Valentine’s Bingo!
08/03/2019 Movie Night
12/04/2019 Easter Fun…
10/05/2019 Junior First Aid
14/06/2019 Airspace
12/07/2019 Nerf Wars
09/08/2019 Pool Party
13/08/2019 Debb’s Legendary Treasure Hunt
New Times: 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Dates and activities are subject to change.
The HYP meets each month, new members are always welcome. If 
anyone wants more information they can contact me at mrsmills@
btinternet.com   

Karen Mills

Soup Lunch
Soup lunch will be on Friday 14th December in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 - 2pm. This is a monthly event for everyone, 
raising funds for the village hall. Everyone is welcome so come 
along for some lovely homemade soups and cakes.

Yvonne Tookey

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone 
who helps out with the Village 
Voice. Richard Floyd for the 
excellent printing (with help 
from IT man Terry) and all the 
delivery volunteers including 
Patrick, Fiona, Chantel, John, 
Lance, David,  Andy and Dawn.
Thank you all for your support 
and hope you all have a great 
Christmas.

Mike Wade

For a wide selection of 
Charity Christmas CardsCharity Christmas Cards 

Ashwell Charity Card Shop 
Kirby Manor • 73 High Street • Opposite Ashwell Village Store 
from October 20th • Sat 10:00-1:00 & Sun 2:00-4:30 
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Red Kite Shot
Hertfordshire Constabulary’s 
Rural Support Team are 
currently investigating the 
shooting of a Red Kite.

The injured bird was spotted 
by a local gamekeeper on a 
bridleway called Green Lane, 
just off Northfields Road in 
Ashwell on Saturday 29th 
September but were unable to 
catch it until 3rd October. The bird was taken to a local vet where 
x-rays indicated that it had been shot and also sustained broken 
wings. Sadly, it was therefore put to sleep.

Detective Constable Amanda Matthews said: “The reintroduction 
of Red Kites has been a fantastic success story and the expansion 
of the population into Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire has 
allowed more people to see these amazing birds.  The persecution 
of birds of prey is a National Wildlife Crime Priority and we treat 
all incidents of this nature very seriously. Officers are appealing for 
anyone who has any information about the bird and its injuries to 
contact them as soon as possible.

Anyone who has any information about the incident is asked to 
contact DC Amanda Matthews via the non-emergency number 
101, quoting reference 41/47461/18. 

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
19th December, £2.00 per person. 8pm start.


