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grave concern
Hope you don’t mind me 

contacting you. I’m David Ralph’s 
daughter. I’m trying to find out 
whether anyone you know might 
have put a wooden cross and 
flowers at Ernest Street's grave on 
Remembrance Sunday 2017. I 
went with mine and was surprised 
to see that.  Can any reader throw 
any light on this?

Newnham Parish 
Lunch new date
We understand that the date for 

this amazing annual event has been 
changed. It will now happen on 
Sunday July 15th at Newnham Hall 
Cottage. Tickets available from 
Fiona Hughes 01462 742709  and 
Audrey Whalley on 01462 742517. 
It's never too early to book. Honest, 
if you haven't been to this event, it's 
high time you did.

Lister - Extreme Pressure
please keep A & E free for genuine emergencies

    The Lister Hospital in Stevenage is under extreme pressure due 
to the number of very sick patients needing to be admitted. Emergency 
department doctors are  asking people not to go to A & E unless it’s a 
life or limb-threatening emergency, or if they have been advised to  go 
there by a healthcare professional.

    People who have an urgent need for medical advice have three 
possible options:

 1. speak to a local pharmacist; many pharmacies have private con-
sulting rooms; 

 2. call NHS 111 – a free 24/7 service accessible from any phone, 
where you can get advice over the phone from a range of clinicians; 

 3. consult the online NHS Choices website – www.nhs.uk

we're doing all we can
The East and North HertfordshireNHS Trust is working very closely 
with its colleagues in community and social care to do everything pos-
sible to ensure patients attending the Lister get the care they need.  At 
the same time they are making sure that those who are well enough can 
be discharged home or on to the next stage in their care.

priority for sickest patients
Across the country the NHS is under similar pressure. The Trust is 
prioritising the welfare of the very sickest patients who need immediate 
life-saving care and have brought in all available additional  staff to help,  
in line with locally agreed winter plans.

     Anyone coming to the Lister’s emergency department with a 
minor illness or injury is very likely to face a very  long wait.  Please use 
alternative services and keep A&E for those who are gravely ill  or injured.
East and North Hertfordshire NHS Trust and and East and 
North Hertfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group.

Cold callers currently in the area
 Reports have been received regarding door to door cold callers of-

fering free home insulation and falsely claiming to be part of the Hert-
fordshire Warmer Homes scheme. 

helping people stay warm
Hertfordshire Warmer Homes is a scheme that provides free or discount-
ed household improvements to help people stay warm in their homes.  
The scheme is run by Hertfordshire County Council in partnership with 
all ten District and Borough Councils.

we never cold call
Hertfordshire Warmer Homes are warning: “We will never cold call 
residents about this scheme. We will not turn up at your doorstep 
unless we have an appointment to do so."  
Anyone who has received a cold call claiming to be part of Hertfordshire 
Warmer Homes, should report it to Trading Standards via the Citizens 
Advice Consumer Service on 0345 404 0506, or the Police on 101.

Suspicious incident in Newnham 
Police were called shortly before 4pm on Saturday January 6 to report 

an incident which occurred in a residential street in Newnham. It was 
reported that an eight year old girl was approached by two men in a 
BMW who asked her to get into the car.

The girl refused and went to a neighbour’s house and the men drove 
off.  They did not attempt to follow her or speak further.  Officers attended 
and conducted a search of the area but the vehicle was not located. Local 
Safer Neighbourhood Team officers have been made aware and work is 
on-going to establish the circumstances surrounding the incident.

 note registration details and call police
Neighbourhood Inspector Richard Lilley said: “I understand this will 
cause concern to parents. At this stage we have not received any further 
reports of similar incidents occurring in the area. If you do witness 
anything similar, please report it to police straightaway making a note 
of any registration numbers and descriptions of people in the vehicle.”

Village Hall Quiz Night
Saturday March 3
Doors open 7pm, for 7.30pm 

start. £4.50 per person. Max 6 
per team. Cash prize. Bring your 
own drink and nibbles. For tickets 
contact Jan on 01462 742258.

Caldecote Church, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, is in a remote 
spot in North Hertfordshire. In 1975 it was declared redundant, and 
passed to the care of a small charity - The Friends of Friendless Churches. 
It  looks after nearly 50 other small churches around England and Wales.  
For many years the church was sadly neglected and in disrepair.

In 2006 a small group of volunteers – Caldecote Church Friends – was 
formed, with the two objectives of fundraising for the necessary major 
restoration works, and increasing public awareness of this tiny medieval 
church. See www.caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk

nephew compiled video
Ben Robbins, a noted composer and record producer, has compiled a 
DVD in which his uncle, Peter Robbins, a member of Caldecote Church 
Friends, narrates the story of the church and its restoration and gives a 
visual tour. The DVD is available at a cost of £12, cash or cheques only, 
please, including P. & P. from: Peter Robbins, 89 Old Hale Way, Hitchin, 
Herts. SG7 5LE.  Phone 01462 433773 
Email: peterrobbins89@sky.com

Caldecote Church Video

                 picture: Jacky Gilbert
View of St. Nicholas Oak Room



Surgery website up and running
Ashwell and Bassingbourn Surgery is pleased to announce that its new 

website is up and running. You can access the new website by visiting 
www.ashwellsurgery.co.uk

click the boxes to find your way
The site is attractively presented offering easy access to information, 
appointments, repeat prescriptions and a useful means of contacting a 
doctor. The home page is divided into a number of clearly labelled boxes 
which, when you click on them, provide a wealth of helpful guidance.
The boxes are as follows:

Reception and Enquiries: Here you can register, change your details, 
check on referrals and tests and make appointments;*

Treatment Room: This provides advice on how to deal with minor 
illnesses and injuries and where to go for help;

Consulting Room: Guidance on how to go about getting advice 
or treatment and includes the possibility of sending a message to a GP;

Travel Room:What to do if you intend travelling abroad and may 
need advice, vaccinations or medication;

Wellbeing Centre: Here there are links to a wide range of services 
dealing with such things as carers, maternity, weight loss, smoking and 
sexual health, among others;

Health Review and Assessment: This page helps you to monitor 
certain medical conditions; 

Prescriptions and Medicines Centre: Another opportunity to order 
prescriptions online;

Administration Office:  Amongst other things here you can give 
feedback and take part in the Friends and Family Test. *Note that to             
take advantage of online prescription ordering you need to go to Recep-
tion at one of our surgeries and register for online services. You will need 
to provide some ID. You will then be given a user name and a password.
These will enable you to complete the registration process. You can then 
order your repeat prescription from the comfort of your own home.

We very much hope that patients will check out this new website and 
take full advantage of the benefits it offers.

“I've been here a long long time,” said Gwen Freeman as she wel-
comed me to her flat in Wolverley House, Ashwell. “I think I came here 
in 1976.” I asked her how old she was, something I don’t generally dare 
ask ladies. “I shall be 103 this year.” Just at that moment, her lunch was 

Gwen - Our Oldest Reader 

delivered. “It  comes every day, 
and it tastes very good.” Asked 
where she was born, she told me 
it was Biggleswade. “We lived 
in Chapel Street, Hinxworth. 
We moved from there up to 
New Inn Road. My father, a 
smallholder, worked on the 
land and they built a house 
for us there. He grew corn, 
potatoes, sugar beet, all sorts. 
“ How many in the family? “I 
had a younger brother, Leslie. I was six years older than him. I went to 
school in Hinxworth, where the school house is now. I suppose I enjoyed 
it. There was a boys’ section and a girls’ section. There were about 40 
children at the school."

married in 1939
Gwen married Harry in the spring of 1939. “He worked on the land to 
begin with but he had several jobs after that. He worked for the Smyths, 
for Thomas Smyth. After we were married in Hinxworth we lived in 
Edworth. I’ve seen about three wars, two world wars and the Korean war. 
I had an uncle killed in the First World War. He is buried in France. His 
name was George but we used to call him Uncle Ted. Janet and Reggie 
Fair’s son, Charles, found out all about him.”

Gwen and Harry had three children, all boys: Martin,Roger and Ray-
mond. Raymond died in his 50s. “He collapsed at work. Martin lives in 
Australia. Roger moved to Wales. Martin came over for my birthday last year 
and stayed for a month, and Roger comes to see me too. He hasn’t been well.”

I don't do much
People always ask what the secret of a long life might be, so I asked Gwen. 
“I don’t know. I think it was living on the land. Touch wood, I have 
been fairly healthy.” What does she enjoy doing? “I don’t do much. I go 
downstairs to bingo twice a week. We have trips out. I’ve got a friend, 
Mary Hagger from Ashwell and she comes with me.  She used to be a 
post lady. I wouldn’t go on my own."

nourished by meals on wheels
 I love living in Wolverley House. It’s wonderful, everyone is so friendly. 
It makes all the difference. They look after us, they really do. Since I have 
had these falls I have meals on wheels. I didn’t used to. They come every 
day, even Christmas. I’ve never known it like that before. Every meal is 
good. The meals are set out nicely and they are all very tasty. Nothing 
to complain about.”

loves Village Voice
Gwen receives Village Voice by post every month. “I love that, I read it 
all the way through. Of course there are quite a few people I don’t know 
in Hinxworth. I remember Albert Stanton. If he had been alive when 
the snow came, he would have been delighted. He used to love the snow. 
He used to come and see me. I used to go out to work, housework in 
Hinxworth. I worked for John Mills the sculptor. I saw the piece about 
him in Village Voice, a lovely photo of him.”

led a quiet life
It was time to take a photo of Gwen. “Oh no, I take an awful photo,” 
she protested. “When they took a lot of photos on my 100th birthday, 
I looked at them and said, ‘I’m not smiling at all.’ I think they took me 
unawares.” I promised to do my best to make her smile. We  agreed which 
photo to print with this article. “I’ve led a quiet life,” she said. Then the 
phone rang, and it was to time to go. It was good to meet and talk to 
Village Voice’s oldest reader.
Patrick Forbes

The 65th Ashwell Music Festival held at St. Mary’s Church in Ashwell 
promises to be as entertaining as ever, with a range of musical genres to 
suit all ages and tastes. The festival begins on Friday, 11 May with a free 
event suitable for children aged three+. Widdershins Puppet Theatre will 
entertain us with ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff & Other Furry Tails’ – a 
show packed with fun, laughter, some gorgeous puppets and a soundtrack 
that will stick in your head long after you have left St. Mary’s Church.

mission blue tribute to Motown
On Saturday 12 May, by popular request, the tribute act is back. Mission 
Blue has established itself as one of the UK’s top Motown tribute bands. It 
is a superb vocal group with stunning dance routines featuring classic soul 
songs of Motown from the 70s, 80s, 90s, through to the present day. The 
Young Musicians’ Concert follows on Thursday 17 May, showcasing the 
talents of young people from Ashwell, Baldock and the surrounding area.

Jazz followers will be flocking to see The Darius Brubeck Quartet 
on Friday 18 May. The quartet’s acoustic sound is melodic, spontane-
ous, rhythmic and engaging. Darius, whilst known for representing his 
famous father’s legacy, is an imaginative jazz composer and performing 
his compositions is an important reason for the group’s popularity.

Ben Goldscheider returns with horn
Ashwell Music Festival is pleased to welcome Ben Goldscheider back 
to perform on Saturday 19 May. Originally from Ashwell, Ben was the 
winner of the Brass Category Final of the 2016 BBC Young Musician 
of the Year Competition. As the only student of Radek Baborak at the 
Barenboim-Said Academy in Berlin, An Evening with Ben Goldscheider 
- Horn and Piano Recital, promises to be a truly entertaining evening.

 As ever, the Festival concludes with the Festival Evensong on Sunday, 
20 May. For more information, and to book tickets contact the booking 
office on 01462 743289 or try www.ashwellmusicfestival.org

65th Ashwell Music Festival



Mortier’s Fine Ceylon Tea - the perfect 
tea for 2018. Phone: 01462 743241

Dates for your diary
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

Hinxworth Parish Council

February 4 Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7 pm
February 8 WI meeting Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall 7.30 pm
February 16 Soup Lunch Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall 12.30 -2 pm
February 20 copy deadline for Village Voice
March 3 Village Hall Quiz Night 7 pm for 7.30 start, see page 1
May 11 to 20 Ashwell Music Festival - see page 2
July 15 Newnham Parish Lunch Newnham Hall Cottage. See page 1

   Note of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on January 
4 in the Village Hall at 7 pm. 

Present:  Mr R. Cobb, Chairman, Mr D. Osmond; Mr E. Sore; Mr N 
Tiffin; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Also present: Steve Jarvis, Hertfordshire 
County Councillor. Apologies: Russell Lewis.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
7tDecember were agreed by the Parish Councillors and signed by the 
Chairman. 

2. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Richard Cobb 
and seconded by Nicholas Tiffin.

3. Planning: Planning Application ref: 17/04092/FPH and 
17/04093/LBC Rose Cottage, New Inn Road, Hinxworth, SG7 5HE. 
Planning Application ref: 17/04196/PNQ Saltmore Farm., New Inn 
Road, Hinxworth, SG7 5EZ. The Councillors agreed unanimously to 
no objection to the above planning applications.

4. Highways: Potholes: Two of the potholes in the High Street have 
been repaired. Drains in the High Street/Homefield Area: There has 
been no further information from Hertfordshire Highways as to when 
this matter is to be resolved. 

5. Recreation Ground: The Playground Inspection Report: The 
report has now been received. Items that need addressing are very low 
risk or low risk. The Councillors will review any action required within 
the next few weeks. Hinxworth Archers:- The annual renewal agreement 
for April 2018 to March 2019 is to be drawn up.

6. The Allotments: The Lease: A revised lease has been received 
from North Herts District Council. It appears that the original Parish 
Council acknowledgement of the lease to be continued for an additional 
five years from 2015/2020 which was signed and returned to NHDC in 
September 2015 has subsequently has gone astray. The Councillors will 
be in discussion with NHDC as to how this matter should be addressed.

7. Any Other Urgent Business: Steve Jarvis - Hertfordshire County 
Councillor's Report:- Gritting: This is under review with the possible 
revision to procedures in light of the heavy snow fall in early December.
Hinxworth Parish Council Website: The first draft of the website has 
been forwarded to the Councillors by Joe Perricone. Apart from some 
fine tuning and the inclusion of items yet to be specified, it is hoped the 
website will be completed soon.

8. Data Protection: The Parish Councillors are to the review the 
following points required by the legislation due to come in on May 25

 2018:- 
a. Carry out an 'Impact Assessment' of the datasets they are 

responsible for.
b. Identify each of the Data Processors you use, and enter into a 

written contract with them.
c. Review your data security practices and data protection training.
d. Appoint an appropriate person to act as your Data Protection 

Officer on an ongoing basis. 
9. Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday February 1 2018 at 7.00pm 

in the Village Hall. 

Hinxworth and Edworth  WI had the pleasure of listening to Patrick 
Forbes when he came to our meeting to talk to us on “A  life on the 
Radio.” He began by telling us how, as a school leaver interested in radio, 
he went on a Grimsby trawler to the Arctic Circle to catch fish. While on 
board he discovered he could make the radio work for the skipper. He 
was promised a job as a radio operator if he trained and qualified. As a 
result he went to college to learn radio theory and practice. A Mr King 
taught Patrick the Morse code. Like riding a bicycle, you never forget 
how to use it. 20 to 25 words per minute was the norm  for operators.

marriage and answering machines
Patrick met Annette his wife on a blind date whilst at college studying 
radar and radio. Before his marriage he came ashore and got a job in-
stalling and servicing answering machines. In 14 months he drove some 
34,000 miles.He worked as a technical engineer in a recording studio 
then he went to theological college. His first curacy was in Yeovil  from 
1966 until 1969. Annette and Patrick and their son Stephen moved to 
Thamesmead, a huge housing development on the South bank of the 
Thames below Woolwich. They were there for nine years and saw the 
population grown to 17,000 people. Patrick started one of only six experi-
mental community radio stations and edited the community newspaper.

parishes,schools and local radio
The family then moved to Offley and Lilley where he, as Communica-
tions Officer for the diocese, got involved in local radio for the diocese 
after an intensive radio production course in Cambridge. When Bishop 
Robert Runcie became Archbishop of Canterbury, Patrick wrote the six 
page press release. He led the religious broadcasting team at Chiltern 
Radio for six years, as well as having two village parishes and two schools 
to look after. He worked on Priestland's Progress for Radio Four. He 
also took the daily service on Radio Four. Broadcasting was great fun.

press officer and pause for thought
He was appointed  Church of England Broadcasting Officer at Church 
House, London.  After four years he joined Mission to Seafarers as Press 
Officer and got involved on Radio 2 contributing  Pause for Thoughts to  
the late Sir Terry Wogan's breakfast programmes. It was a most interest-
ing talk and we think Patrick had more to tell us if time had permitted. 
Thank you, Patrick, for an insight into your very busy life.

81st birthday party and food tasting
Next month's meeting:  Thursday February 8 2018, our 81st Birthday 
Party. Theme; International Food Tasting.  Each member will bring a 
dish, either sweet or savoury, from a foreign country for us all to try, 
and identify the country of origin.  Village Hall Hinxworth  7.30pm.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Just think, this space could have been filled with your organisa-
tion's next exciting event, or an account of something you or it 
has achieved . In the absence of any such contribution, the Editor 
decided to put in a picture he took of a Hinxworth evening sky 
in December. Remember we are always happy to carry small ads, 
which work and are free. We love pictures too!



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

February 4 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 11 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas Hinxworth
February 18  9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 25 9.15 am Parish  Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                    9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pictures 
for March's edition by February 
20 to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL.  
e-mail to  villagevoice3@gmail.
com   Thanks.

Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth

Childminder
Jeannie Day B.A. (Hons) Of-

sted Registered Childminder with 
full/part time vacancies available 
in Ashwell.Please contact me on 
0771 952 052 or 01462 743346 
for further information.

copy date

Soup Lunch Date Change
February's Soup Lunch will take place on Friday February 16 in 

Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. Soup 
lunches will happen on the third Friday of the month in future.

Farrowby Farm for fine flavours 
and foods throughout 2018

  Beginners - 7.30pm Tuesday 6 - 27 February 2018
 People who enjoy photography but don’t necessarily understand how 

to use their camera to its full potential and want to learn some of the 
basic elements and techniques to creating great photos.

 Intermediate* 7.30pm Tuesday 10 April - 1 May 2018
Those of you who may have attended one of our previous courses 

and/or have a good understanding of your camera's controls and features.  
This course is aimed at moving your photography to the next level.  Al-
lowing you to control the outcome of creative effects such as depth of 
field, blurring and freezing movement and effective use of your camera's 
focussing systems. You’ll also be introduced to using light effectively, 
both natural and artificial. 

 Advanced* - 7.30pm 5 - 26 June 2018
You’ll be able to quickly navigate your camera's controls and predomi-

nantly shoot in the semi-automatic mode of aperture/shutter priority.  
This course is aimed at introducing you to shooting in manual mode, 
studio lighting techniques, how to pose subjects effectively and to how to 
use the more advanced features of your camera to produce high quality 
photos with real impact.  You will also learn how to edit your photos 
using post-production software.

*Suitable for DSLR or Compact System Camera owners.
All of our four-week course sessions last for approximately 1hr 15 

mins.  Typically 45 mins interactive tuition and 30 mins practical.  They 
are just £60,  minimum seven, maximum 15 attendees.

Please let me know if you would like to reserve a place on any of these 
courses.  07885 766319,  07702 013910     email:  peterhoskinsphotog-
raphy@hotmail.com    Website is www.peterhoskinsphotography.co.uk
Katrina Hoskins

Photography Courses

Allotment/Shed Burglaries 
The public is asked to be vigilant when using 

their allotments and report suspicious behav-
iour to the police. There are crime prevention 
steps you can take to keep your sheds and allot-
ments secure. Police are urging allotment own-
ers to remain vigilant and secure their sheds and 
outbuildings after a recent spate of break-ins. The crimes began towards 
the end of last year at the allotments 
on Icknield Way in Letchworth. The 
offenders are targeting any valuable 
items left in the sheds but mainly 
gardening power tools such as 
strimmers, leaf blowers and rotava-
tors.  PCSO Chris Brabrook from 
Royston Safer Neighbourhood Team 
said: “We are becoming concerned 
about the recent spate of thefts and 
break-ins to the allotments."  

sharp lookout
“I would urge anyone who tends 
to allotments regularly to keep an 
eye out for any suspicious behaviour and to report anything that seems 
untoward to us via the police non-emergency number 101. If you see a 
crime in progress please dial 999. I’d also like to speak to anyone who has 
witnessed someone acting suspiciously in the area. If anyone has an idea 
of who could be responsible for the most recent offences, please get in 
touch. I would also urge people to consider the following crime preven-
tion advice to secure their sheds and when tending to their allotments:

follow this advice
•Make sure external lighting covers your garage or shed
•Secure windows internally with steel mesh or bars
•Strengthen the door
•Fit coach bolts to external door hinges
•Use a quality padlock or additional locks
•Try to store valuables such as bikes in a secure garage rather than 

a shed
•Where possible, store high value items in the house rather than a 

garage or shed
•Property mark valuable items with a UV pen
•Insure and photograph valuable items
•Chain and padlock valuables together and secure them to an anchor 

point
•Register your valuable items with www.immobilise.com It is free 

of charge, quick and easy to do and helps police to identify and return 
your property and catch criminals.

•Security mark your tools and gardening equipment  If you would 
like to get your tools marked, please contact the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team on 01438 757935 or email – SNTRoystonandRoystonRural@
herts.pnn.police.uk 

Village Voice's crocodile would like 
to hear from you. Praise and protest 
equally welcome.

St. Nicholas Church cedar trees, photographed by Tony Dawson


