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Village Voice is 200 
Please come and join in a celebration to thank all the 

people who over the years have contributed to making such 
a success of Village Voice. Meet at the Three Horseshoes pub 
in Hinxworth at 8pm on May 9.

rubbish - the view from Edworth
Along the verges, by the hedgerows, in the filthy water of the road-

side ditches…....what? You guessed it..…rubbish! In all sorts of shapes 
and sizes. In all sorts of materials. We couldn’t believe how much we 

Once more a very willing team from  Hinxworth with Michael Baim 
from Edworth carried out the annual litter picking challenge along the 
roads leading into the village. We were fortunate the weather was dry 
and warm, helping us to keep going until the task was achieved.

We ventured as far as the bridge over the A1, the whole length of 
New Inn Road and as far as Cuckoo Corner on the Ashwell road. Over 
50 bags of rubbish were collected by 16 people. It is quite shocking how 
many half litre plastic sugary drink bottles are deliberately thrown out of 
passing cars. We were very relieved to return to the hall to be welcomed by 
Janet and Carol who rewarded us with a cup of tea and a toasted teacake.

more volunteers in 2019?
It is a very worthwhile activity and you do feel a huge sense of achieve-
ment. Hopefully next year more volunteers will be able to get involved.

I would like to express my thanks and appreciation to everyone who 
helped on Saturday.
Claire Hay

Litter pickers rise to challenge

found. What sort of person drives along 
and throws rubbish out of the car window 
we wondered? What sort of attitude allows 
people to be so inconsiderate of others?

Anyway, needs must and together 
with so many from our villages we got to 
work. Sometimes upright, sometimes sit-
ting, sometimes on our hands and knees, 
sometimes getting stung by stinging nettles, 
sometimes slithering and sliding to retrieve 
an empty gin bottle. Hey ho!  What fun 
it was.  

Ian Hale with 2018 poster and 
2017 version found in ditch

my theory of litter hurling
All this allowed me to arrive at the following theory. I realised that there 
was very little rubbish on the bends and corners of the roads with most 
having been jettisoned on straight stretches. Did anyone else notice this? 
I concluded that drivers were so busy negotiating the curves in the road 
that they couldn’t throw anything out. Once on the straight…….window 
down…..quick look around…..and…..out it went. What do you think?
Michael Baim

Stunning new kitchen for hall

Marion Willan stirring soup in the new kitchen
It was worth waiting for. The new kitchen is open for culinary busi-

ness in Edworth and Hinxworth's Village Hall. One of the first groups 
to use it was the Soup Lunch team who put it to good use on  April 20. 
The general opinion was that it was more than a 100 percent improve-
ment on what had been there before. "There is so much space, the new 
cooker is great, it's wonderful."

The team responsible for the £9,000 project include Barry, Linda and 
Stephen Huber, Alan and Jan Raynham, Jo Perricone, Helene Donohoe, 
Debbie Hawthorne, Gary Johnson. Your kitchen correspondent caught 
himself dreaming about baking fresh Hinxworth bread using the new 
cooker! Congratulations and thanks to all who have made such a differ-
ence to our village hall.

May 3 Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7 pm
May 5 St.Nicholas Church and churchyard clean up 10 am - 1 pm
May 9 Village Voice 200 party Three Horseshoes 8 pm, all welcome
May 10 Hinxworth and Edworth WI AGM Village Hall 7.30 pm
May 13 Ashwell at Home - see feature on page 2
May 18 Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
May 20 Village Voice copy date for June edition
May 24 Fashion Show in aid of Garden House Hospice - see  page 2
June 10 Concert at Caldecote Church 3 pm - details on page 3
July 15 Newnham Parish Lunch Newnham Hall Cottage. See page 4
Sept 14-17 Sponsored Hospice cycle ride to World War 1 battlefields

Dates for your diary

Thank you
Thank you for sending cards, phoning, visiting, bringing 

flowers and plants after my hip operation. I am most grateful.  
Annette Forbes

Goodbye, Gwen
Gwen Bowen from Newnham died on March 30. Her funeral was 

on April 19 at St. Vincent's Church. We send our sympathies to Mark, 
Tracy and the family. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.



A fun day out for all the family
Sunday 13th May – 11am to 5pm

The picturesque village of Ashwell welcomes visitors to its popular 
annual event ‘Ashwell at Home’, where you can enjoy a wide range of 
things to see and do, with entertainment for all the family. 

centenary themes
In addition to the traditional programme with open gardens, musical 
performances, craft stalls and activities for children, this year Ashwell at 
Home will be commemorating the centenary of two highly significant 
moments. Women’s Suffrage finally became law in February 1918 and 
on 11 November in the same year came the Armistice which ended the 
fighting on the Western Front in the First World War.  

Both events will be marked with a series of performances, events, 
activities and workshops during the day, many of them making particular 
reference to the part played by the people of Ashwell at the time.

The programme includes:
•	 Open	gardens
•	 Fun	for	children	including	free	workshops	
•	 Musical	concerts		and	live	music	around	the	village	
•	 Morris	Men	and	Tudor	dancing	
•	 Walks	and	Talks
•	 Arts	and	Crafts
•	 Archaeology:	bring	your	own	garden	finds
•	 Many	other	attractions		

special activities around themes
•								A	Bagpipe	Tribute	to	the	Fallen
•	 Poppy	Walking	Trail	
•	 Make	and	Plant	Poppies
•	 Suffragette	March
•	 Lest	We	Forget:	poetry	and	readings	from	WW1
•	 Ashwell	Bury	as	a	WW1	Convalescence	Hospital
•	 Hospital	Walk:	following	the	trail	the	convalescing	soldiers									

 would have taken
•	 Celebrating	the	Women	of	Ashwell
A wide range of refreshments will be available throughout the day.
Tickets are £7 per person, under 18s free. Available on the day or in 

advance from the website www.ashwellathome.org.uk  Earlybird tickets 
£6 when purchased online before the day.

For more information visit www.ashwellathome.org.uk

Ian Wilkinson 1934 - 2018
This is a shortened version of the eulogy by Ross Wilkinson at the 

memorial service for Ian held at St. Nicholas Church on April 24
Ian was born in 1934  in Blackheath and at 

the age of five was evacuated to Beer in Devon 
to live at his uncle’s house. Ian attended board-
ing school in Taunton with his three brothers 
for the duration of the war and left at the age 
of 16 to make his fortune.

His first job was as a Post Boy for Unilever in 
London. However he was soon promoted and in 
his first few days of promotion managed to drop 
a complete tray of coffee over the Manager’s lap. 
He never looked back!

In 1953 he met a beautiful young lady on Whit Saturday at a dance 
in Wimbledon Town Hall. He asked Jean to dance and from that point 
on they were inseparable. Soon after this he left for National Service and 
completed his training before being stationed in Egypt with the RAF as 
an airframe mechanic. 

 a great partnership
On his return from Egypt he proposed to Jean during their first holiday 
to the Isle of Wight. Two years later they were married in Ham Common, 
Richmond. Their first home was in Shortlands, Bromley. This was the 
beginning of their great partnership in creating warm welcoming homes 
in which to hold parties and raise a family.

In 1981 they moved from Ide Hill in Kent to Ashwell to be closer to 
his work in Huntingdon and spend more time together. After 12 very 
happy years in Ashwell, they moved to Hinxworth. Both Ashwell and 
Hinxworth were very special places to my father and it was with a heavy 
heart that they moved to Shaftsbury just four years ago. 

passion for rugby...
His passion for rugby is well known to everyone, whether it be playing 
or watching the game. He played for Park House in the early years and 
was captain of 1st XV and subsequently president of the club. 

....and boats
Ian loved anything to do with water and boats. His passion for spending 
time on the water was typified when Jean once asked, “what would you 
like to do, darling?” He said, 'let’s take the “Skipper”, his small dinghy, 
to Rye and go sailing.' Of course, Jean obliged. 

Ian's persistence was once again demonstrated, and they continued 
out of the harbour to the open sea where unfortunately conditions 
worsened. Jean stood up, announcing that she was off! At which point 
Ian suggested Jean sit down and said that the only person getting out 
would be J.C. They returned to Rye Harbour to a round of applause 
from people watching along the river banks.

Ian's  first motor bike was a BSA Bantam now in the British Museum. 
It was followed by a bright yellow Morris Cowley which they used for 
their wedding and honeymoon. In later life, the Clyno arrived and 
became his pride and joy, testing his engineering skills many times over. 

Ian’s ability to apply his hand to any situation was legendary. He was 
“DIY” personified and became Screwfix’s Number One fan. 

uncompromising love
Ian’s love for his family was uncompromising, his love and support to 
both Lisa and me was immense and unconditional. 

Ian was so very proud of his grandchildren Toby, Jacob and Oliver. 
His love for Jean was unconditional. We have seen them grow together 
as one, and after 64 years together and 60 years of marriage they have 
shown us all what marriage means and how love grows stronger.

After the shock news at Christmas of the terminal cancer, his philo-
sophical approach was incredible, he would say “83 years, a full and 
happy life….time’s up.” We shared some amazing times with our family 
and friends both at home and visiting Kent and Beer.

I learned a lot from my father……… about how to treat others with 
respect, how to be a good friend and how important it is to have friends 
and family around you.

It’s well known that people wear 15% of their wardrobes 80% of the 
time. Let us help you increase that by joining us for an evening of fashion 
at Knebworth Barns on Thursday 24 May 2018.

Garden House Hospice Care has organised a great night for those 
who want to pick up handy tips, latest trends and a load of fashion must-
haves, whilst supporting the local hospice. 

Tickets are £20 each, and will include the fashion show itself, talks, a 
glass of prosecco on arrival and nibbles. 7:30pm arrival for 8:00pm start.

We need to know numbers, so buy your tickets as soon as possible 
at www.ghhospicecare.org.uk/support-us/events/detail/fashion_evening 



Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Great War cycle ride to help hospice
Garden House Hospice Care, in North Hertfordshire, has set a unique 

and memorable cycle challenge in September to commemorate 100 years 
since the end of the Great War.

pilgrims' way to battlefields
Setting off from the UK’s first hospice, St Christopher’s Hospice in South 
London, cyclists will follow the Pilgrims Way to Folkestone. Over the 
next three days they will follow the old front line from the historic Bel-
gium town of Ypres, travelling south over the battlefields at Loos, Vimy 
Ridge and the Somme. The ride will finish at the site of the signing of 
the Armistice in the Forest of Compiègne.

lifelong memories
Richard Harbon, Community Fundraiser at Garden House Hospice 
Care, commented: “The WW1 Centenary Cycle Challenge is a unique 
opportunity to be part of something that will provide life-long memories 
whilst enabling cyclists to raise vital funds for Garden House Hospice 
Care, which serves the communities of North Herts. and Stevenage. 

“During the ride the Great War will be brought to life with visits to 
sites synonymous to the ‘War to end all wars’ such as Thiepval Memorial 
to the missing, Lochnagar Crater and Vimy Ridge. You will also have 
time to pay tribute to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.”

moderate level of fitness required
Places on this once in a lifetime trip, scheduled for 14 – 17 September, 
are limited. The cost of the ride is £490 and riders are expected to raise 
over £1000 for Garden House Hospice Care. Riders are expected to be at 
least moderate cyclists with moderate level of fitness to ride approximately 
275 miles in total; there will be a few groups to offer varied routes and 
distances each day. 

To find out more about this challenge, including cost and fundraising 
requirements & tips, please visit: www.ghhospicecare.org.uk  

Mr Simpson’s Little Consort Present
Purcell’s Sweet Torment June 10th 3pm

Caldecote Church

Mr Simpson’s Little Consort are a small group of musicians and per-
formers who put together historically informed literary-musical events 
that really bring the past to life with a range of historical instruments. 
They have assembled a programme featuring numerous great works of 
Henry Purcell and eminent Italian masters to be played into the long 
summer’s dusk featuring Monteverdi’s Lascitemi moire, Caccini’s Amirilla 
mia bella and Purcell’s Dido’s lament, to name just a few. You can find 
more details on our web site, www.caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk/ or at 
mrsimpsonslittleconsort.wordpress.com. 

We very much hope the weather will be in our favour to make the 
most of this one off show. Tickets are £10, under 18’s free and, as usual, 
seating will be very limited so please reserve your tickets early if you 
would like to attend by emailing mat@caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk 
as we expect they will sell out quickly.
Mat Jones

Phillip Nalpanis spoke to us about the Campaign for National Parks. 
He went on to tell us that there are 13 National Parks in England and 
Wales and two in Scotland, from Northumberland in the North of Eng-
land to the Broads in the East, South Downs in the South and Exmoor 
and Dartmoor in the Southwest as well as Snowdonia and the Brecon 
Beacons  in Wales and the Trossachs and Cairngorms in Scotland.

walks led to parks interest
He first got interested in the parks when he was holding down a very 
stressful job, and in his free time often walked many miles in the parks 
and got to know them very well. The parks are open to all for free, and all 
that is required is that you following the rules of the countryside, picking 
up and not leaving litter, shutting gates, and keeping your dogs on leads 
especially if you are near livestock, and always remembering that  the 
parks are home to many people and animals. Many parks have rare spe-
cies of flora and fauna which are lovely to look at but must be respected.

Phillip showed us many beautiful slides of all the National Parks 
mentioned above.

Next month’s WI meeting Thursday  May 10th, 7.30 pm, Village 
Hall, Hinxworth, WI. AGM.
Carol Cheney

Joyful concert at St. Nicholas

Some 50 villagers enjoyed a concert by the Baldock Community Or-
chestra on its second visit to St. Nicholas Church on April 21. Directed 
by Rachel Thomas, the orchestra played a wide variety of pieces, both 
classical and contemporary. There were World War One songs for the 
audience to sing.  Rachel sang  Pie Jesu by Fauré, and your editor joined 
in the Hippopotamus Song by Flanders and Swann with the orchestra's 
chairman Roy Scott playing the tuba.  Fiona Manning, cellist, played 
La Cinquantaine by Jean Gabriel-Marie.

The concert raised £490, split bertween St. Nicholas Church and the  
Baldock Community Orchestra. We hope they will return.

pictures by John Marriott and Patrick Forbes

Farrowby Farm for fine flavours 
and foods throughout 2018



with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
  Church Services

May 6  10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth           
May 13 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 20 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 27 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for hare coursing.

Hertfordshire Police contact

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your mobile.
Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

On the beat

Please send all copy and pictures 
for June's edition by May 20 to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HL. E-mail to  
villagevoice3@gmail.com   

Village Voice is published for the community by St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth

copy date

Newnham Parish 
Lunch date

This amazing annual event will 
take place on Sunday July 15 at 
Newnham Hall Cottage. Tickets 
available from Fiona Hughes 01462 
742709  and Audrey Whalley on 
01462 742517. 

Church Clean-up
Please come and help with our 

annual church clean and church-
yard tidy up on Saturday May 5 
from 10 am until 1 pm. Coffee, 
tea and biscuits will be provided. 
Bring any garden tools you think 
might be needed. Thank you.
St. Nicholas PCC

£35,000 worth of stolen tree felling equipment 
and power tools have been seized following investiga-
tions undertaken by police in North Herts.

Police recover £35,000 haul

A large part of the recovered items were stolen in a burglary which 
happened in Poynders End Farm on Hitchwood Lane, near Preston 
overnight between Saturday, March 3 and Sunday, March 4. Offenders 
broke into a lock-up container based within the farm complex and stole 
chainsaws, leaf blowers and strimmers.

Thankfully a wood chipper, which is believed to be worth around 
£15,000, was stolen in the burglary and had been fitted with a tracking 
device.  Once the victim reported the offence, North Herts Intervention 
police officers were able to quickly locate the wood chipper using the 
tracker the following day, March 4. The stolen wood chipper had been 
secreted, along with some of the other stolen items, in a copse close to 
a site in Dyes Lane on the outskirts of Stevenage. These recovered items 
have subsequently been returned to the victim.

 Following further investigations into the burglary, officers from North 
Herts. Operation Scorpion Team executed a search warrant at a plot on 
the site in Dyes Lane on March 6. As a result, tree felling equipment, 
believed to have been stolen in the burglary in Poynders End Farm, was 
recovered. A 29-year-old man from Stevenage was also arrested at the 
location on suspicion of burglary.  He has been released under investiga-
tion pending further police enquiries.

chainsaws, strimmers found
On Friday, March 16, the Operation Scorpion Team then executed a 
further warrant at another plot on the site in Dyes Lane and recovered 
42 stolen items. These included chainsaws, leaf blowers, strimmers and 
stone cutting equipment and together are believed to hold a total value 
of £35,000. Some of the recovered tools were stolen in the burglary in 
Poynders Lane. However officers believe the remaining items are likely 
to have been taken in other burglaries.

 Sergeant Jon Vine, who leads North Herts Operation Scorpion Team, 
said: “We are very pleased with the results of our investigations so far 
and that we have been able to return some of the stolen items to their 
rightful owner. We are now working to identify who the other stolen 
items belong to."

“We are determined to put a stop to burglary in North Herts and have 
been undertaking high visibility and covert patrols in affected areas. If 
anyone has any information about this burglary, or any similar offences, 
please get in touch via the police non-emergency number 101."

be vigilant, record car numbers
“I would urge everyone to remain vigilant and report any suspicious be-
haviour or vehicles to us – taking note of the make, model and registration 
number. It is also vitally important for owners of sheds and outbuildings 
to make sure they are properly secure when they leave them.” Anyone 
with information is asked to contact the police via the non-emergency 
number 101, quoting the crime reference G1/18/718. You can also report 
information online at https://www.herts.police.uk/Report 

Alternatively, you can contact the independent crime-fighting char-
ity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or through their 
Anonymous Online Form at new window www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 
No personal details are taken. 

Petanque,anyone?
Would you like to play petanque?

The game is a is a form of boules 
where the goal is to toss or roll hol-
low steel balls as close as possible to 
a small wooden ball called a jack.
The group play on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights at 7.30 for 7.45, 
usually Tuesdays at The Plough , 
Langford and on Thursdays at The 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth.

call Jan
Want more information? Call Jan 
Raynham on 01462 742258. 

Soup Lunch
May's  Soup Lunch wi l l 

take place on Friday May 18 in 
Hinxworth and Edworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

This space could have been 
put to work for your small ad. 
You could sell your stuffed os-
trich or stainless steel granny-
frightener, and it would not cost 
you a penny. Contact the editor 
with your small ad. Ads work.

small ads work

Easter Bunny comfort

When Sue Bain went to St Vincent's church, Newnham, on Easter 
Sunday morning, there at the door was a large Easter Bunny. Patient 
detective work established that it concealed Richard Stark of the English 
Caravan Company. "I bought the costume from Harlequin Costume 
Hire of Newnham," Richard told Village Voice. Their contact details 
are  info@harlequincostumehire.co.uk or ring 01462 743887.

Sue's husband Iain was in Addenbrooke's Hospital where, sadly, he 
died on April 20. In 2001 Iain designed the layout of the infant Village 
Voice. We extend our sympathy to Sue and her family.

picture by Sarah Bauhan


