
The day Miss California* 
came to see Swan Lake* …….
For a split second you thought you took the wrong turning, but 
no, everything else seemed to be in order. So, what made you 
doubt your own sense of direction? Well, it was our Biennial 
Fuchsia Festival in the Caldecote church on the weekend of 21/22 
July! From Friday afternoon, the normally sedate and quiet church 
became a hive of activity as a seemingly never-ending procession 
of Beds and Herts Fuchsia Society members carried pot after pot 
inside. Within hours, the rather austere looking interior became 
an explosion of colour as plants filled every space, jostling for 
pole position to show themselves off to their best advantage.  
Finally, the “fuchsia ladies” added finishing touches by dotting 
fuchsia-themed greeting cards, tea-towels and even tea/coffee 
mugs, around the church. Albums of hand crafted cards – of 
fuchsia blooms of course, were available for browsing through. 
But most importantly, members of the Society were on hand to 
chat and advise on various aspects of fuchsia growing and care 
while plants from their own nurseries were available to purchase 
on their stall. 

Beds and Herts Fuchsia Society (www.bedsandhertsfuchsiasociety.
co.uk) traditionally hold their annual Festival on the last weekend 
in July and the event has proved so 
popular that there is a waiting list for 
future occasions. Pop’s Plants 2 www.
popsplants2.co.uk, here for the second year 
running, introduced auriculas. This very 
attractive but not the easiest plant to grow, 
is being popularised by Susi Clarke and 
Tom Morley, the proprietors. Experienced 
and knowledgeable, both were happy to 
offer advice and encouragement to those 
keen to take up the challenge. 

Last but not least, Heather Howard (heather@lemonyellow.org) 
brought a selection of greetings cards and gift wrap. She told 
us she was pleased with a steady attention from customers. The 
refreshment marquee was inundated and home-made cakes and 
hot and cold beverages sold like proverbial hot cakes!  We set 
up tables and chairs outside where two talented “buskers” (the 
Chair’s granddaughters), entertained us with music and song..

The weekend of 21/22 July has proved to be our most successful 
so far, in terms of funds raised and attendance. So, if you missed 
us on this occasion, we look forward to seeing you at our 
forthcoming fundraising events, then!  

GrazynaTutak   

Photography Workshops by 
Peter Hoskins Photography
Beginners: starts Wednesday 19th September 2018
People who enjoy photography but don’t necessarily understand 
how to use their camera to its full potential and want to learn 
some of the basic elements and techniques to creating great 
photos. 

Intermediate*: starts Tuesday 30th October 2018
People who may have attended one of our previous courses 
and/or have a good understanding of your cameras controls and 
features.  This course is aimed at moving your photography to 
the next level.  Allowing you to control the outcome of creative 
effects such as depth of field, blurring and freezing movement 
and effective use of your cameras focussing systems.  You’ll also be 
introduced to using light effectively (both natural and artificial). 

Advanced*: starts Tuesday 8th January 2019
You’ll be able to quickly navigate your cameras controls and 
predominantly shoot in the semi automatic mode of aperture 
/ shutter priority.  This course is aimed at introducing you to 
shooting in manual mode, studio lighting techniques, how to 
pose subjects effectively and to how to use the more advanced 
features of your camera to produce high quality photos with 
real impact.  You will also learn how to edit your photos using 
postproduction software.

*Suitable for DSLR or Compact System Camera owners.

All our 4 week workshops start at 7pm and last for approximately 
1hr 15 minutes.  Typically 45 mins interactive tuition & 30 mins 
practical.  The course is £60 (or £55 if you’ve previously had any 
tuition from us).  

Caroline Smythe in competition with some of her great grandchildren 
to see who can grow the tallest sunflower.

*Varieties 
of fuchsia

Church Services
2nd Sept. 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
9th Sept. 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
16th Sept. 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
23rd Sept. 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
 9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham
30th Sept. 9.15 am Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

Harvest Festival
This years Harvest Festival will be a Family Service at St. Nicholas 
Church on Sunday October 7 at 10.15  am. 

Please bring tins,toiletries and dry food for the food bank.The 
collection will be for the Bishop of Saint Albans’ harvest appeal in 
aid of farmers in Malaw.

Soup Lunch
September soup lunch will be on September 14th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 - 2 pm, due to holiday. Note, there will be 
no soup lunch in October due to holiday.
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Say Hello Wave 
Goodbye
Firstly I would like to say a big thank you to Patrick for his hard 
work and dedication as the founder and editor of the Village 
Voice over the past 22 years. I’m sure all the village voice readers 
would agree.

I look forward to taking on the role as editor and I hope that I 
can get the same support as Patrick to deliver local news to the 
villages of Caldecote, Edworth, Newnham and Hinxworth as well 
as including snippets of information that would be of interest to 
the community. However I would welcome your views and ideas 
as to what you would like to see included each month. I look 
forward to receiving your ideas and support. Please contact me 
with your suggestions: villagevoice3@gmail .com 

Mike Wade View looking towards Edworth from Hinxworth in the field by road 
between the two villages.

Rosemary Smthe

Hinxworth Archery News
Hertfordshire Summer League
In the 2017 Hertfordshire Summer League we made a clean 
sweep and won all three archery disciplines of Recurve, 
Compound and Longbow matches. 

Recurves
Our Recurves first away match this year against Hertford in 
May was a loss for Hinxworth. Our June match away at Bishops 
Stortford finished with a win as did our third match at home 
on the rec. against Howard Bowmen. Our penultimate match in 
August at Royston was a narrow defeat for Hinxworth archers 
so it now all depends on our final fixture to Abbey Bowmen 
from St.Albans on September 23rd at home on the rec.

Compounds and Longbows
Hinxworth teams have won all of their matches so far and lead 
the tables with 6 points from three matches.

To All Past and Present Members of Hinxworth Archers
Next year the Club will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of 
shooting on the recreation ground from 1999 to 2019. You will 
all be invited to attend and we will be making arrangements to 
decide what form this celebration should take. 

If any previous members have any suggestions or ideas they 
would like to put forward please get in touch with David 
Osmond on 07958 655870 or email davidosmond@onetel.com

David Osmond

Burglary, Hinxworth
On 3rd July between 11am and 6.30pm a house was burgled 
not far from the High Street. The offenders entered by smashing 
the patio door window, once inside they stole items of jewellery.

Detective Constable Georgina Peggie, from the North Herts 
Local Crime Unit, said: “This is understandably a really upsetting 
crime for the victim as the items taken have huge sentimental 
value and simply cannot be replaced. “I am asking those who live 
locally or had been visiting the area to please cast their minds 
back and try to remember if they saw any suspicious activity in 
the village that day. Any information, however insignificant it 
may seem, could be the key to solving the crime.”

Anyone with information is asked to email DC Peggie on 
georgina.peggie@herts.police.uk, report online at https://www.
herts.police.uk/Report or call the non-emergency number 101, 
quoting crime reference number 41/13979/18.

Concert for Amnesty International 
Simon and Frances Marlow invite you all to our Amnesty 
International fund raising concert, plus tea and cakes as usual.

“From Bach to Blues and Back again”

Simon Marlow and Shulah Oliver play music by Bach, Arvo Pärt 
and Beethoven.

Megan McConnel, Tom Marlow and Matt Holland performaing 
a mixture of jazz standards and original compositions.

Place: Hill Cottage, Hinxworth

Date/Time:  Sunday September 2nd at 2.00 pm

Weather: Perfect, we hope 

RSVP to Simoncmarlow@gmail.com

Copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for September's edition by 
September 20th to Mike Wade

E-mail to  villagevoice3@gmail.com   



Ashwell Book Weekend
The 19th Ashwell Book Weekend will take place as usual in St. 
Mary’s Church, Ashwell on Saturday, 6th October from 10.00am 
– 5.00pm and on Sunday, 7th October from2.00 – 5.00pm. 
Donations welcome the week before. Come and browse and buy 
from the hundreds of books on offer at bargain prices.

Tea, coffee and home-made cakes available. Entry £1. Children 
under 16 free.

Carolyn Lush.(Publicity)

A Hive of Industry
As well as the obvious farming that surrounds our area, there are 
many other businesses on our doorstep.  One such business is 
Mortiers Tea.  Based at Jack’s House, New Inn Road and founded 
by Rochelle Mortier 8 years ago, V.V. took the opportunity to call 
in to find out more.

We joined Rochelle and husband Pete in their pretty garden, 
overlooking cornfields and over a couple of very nice cups of tea, 
she spoke enthusiastically about her tea business.  She spoke 
about her childhood spent in Sri Lanka and school holidays staying 
on a tea plantation high up in the hills. When she eventually came 
to England, her idea was to bring the fresh taste of traditionally 
produced tea to England as well as support the local businesses 
of her native land.  All the tea on the plantation is handpicked, 
withered, rolled and fermented in the orthodox traditional way.     

Mortier’s tea provides several different teas, from Green Tea, 
to Orange Pekoe, to Breakfast.  Each tin of fine tea features the 
traditionally designed logo of the lion, which depicts its authenticity.  

The tea is exported from Sri Lanka to Rochelle’s home where she 
supplies several stockists but is also happy to sell you some if you 
contact her directly.  Rochelle also proudly announced that she had 
recently received a grade 2 star, Great Taste award for her Green 
Leaf Tea.

You can read more about Mortier’s tea or order directly from the 
website www.mortierstea.com    

If you would like your business featured, please contact  
villagevoice3.@gmail.com

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, September 
12th. £2.00 per person

On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Don’t leave your home vulnerable 
to burglars this summer
Police and Crime Commissioner, David Lloyd, said: “Many people 
will be preparing for a holiday over the next few weeks and 
leaving their homes unoccupied. By taking a few precautions 
before you set off, you can make your home more secure. 
Joining a neighbourhood watch scheme is a brilliant way to 
boost community safety and get support from your neighbours 
to make your street and local area a less attractive prospect to 
potential burglars. If you look out for your neighbours whilst they 
are away, they will return the favour.”

Inspector Nicola Dean, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Crime 
Reduction Unit, warned: “During the summer holidays, burglars 
target homes that are empty, looking for signs like unopened 
mail, uncollected bins and no lights on during the evening. You 
can use technology to help make it appear as though your home 
is occupied, using timer switches on lights and fitting cheap 
doorbell and external security cameras.

“We know that criminals scour social media for information 
that can help them commit crime and burglars are no different. 
Everyone loves sharing their holiday updates with friends and 
family online, but makes sure you know who is looking at your 
posts, ensure only people you know can see your posts.”

There are ways to give your home a ‘lived-in’ look when it’s 
unoccupied, so that any would-be thieves aren’t tempted:

• Ask a neighbour to put your bins back if they’re being collected 
whilst you’re away – if they’re left out after collection day it could 
indicate to a passing thief that your house is unoccupied. Be a 
good neighbour and do the same for them.
• If you aren’t leaving your car at home, ask a neighbour/friend 
to park their car on your drive.
• Don’t forget to cancel deliveries of milk, newspapers etc.
• Consider moving valuable items, like laptops and televisions 
so they are out of sight.
• If you are away for a long time in the summer months, ask a 
neighbour to cut your grass. This helps to show that the house 
may be occupied.
• You could also ask someone you trust to help give your home 
the lived-in look by opening and drawing the curtains, and move 
any post away from the letterbox.
• You could store valuables in your loft when you go away.
• Consider installing a wi-fi enabled doorbell camera
• Join your local Neighbourhood Watch scheme or if there 
isn’t one, perhaps you could start one. Visit New windowwww.
hertswatch.com for details on local watch schemes.
All these tips can help to give your home the ‘lived-in’ look. For 
more detailed security advice, please visit our crime prevention 
pages or contact us on 101.

Hertfordshire Police contact: 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a couple 
of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a 
crime and for hare coursing.

Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile.Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.



Heidi wins silver for England
My youngest daughter, Heidi Bentley aged 14 from 2 Christys 
Yard, Hinxworth competed for England at the Dance World Cup ( 
www.dwcworld.com )held in Sitges Spain during the last week of 
June. Heidi dances at the Footworks Dance School in Stevenage, 
and for the last 3 years they have qualified to represent England 
in five song and dance categories at the DWC. This year DWC 
had 20,000 competitors (more than the Olympics) aged 4-18 
years from 54 countries and the competition lasted for 10 days. 
Heidi competed along with 18 other finalists in the Senior Song 
and Dance category for under 18s. Heidi won a silver medal 
performing in a highly energetic piece from Mary Poppins the 
musical wearing a dick van dyke chimney sweep type costume.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
Tea with Alpacas
We visited Yew Tree Alpacas at Yew tree farm, Anstey,  
nr Buntingford as a select little group of WI Ladies, a few husbands 
and daughters on the afternoon of 16th August with the hope that 
the appalling morning weather would clear up, and it did! 

We were welcomed by Penny with a cup of tea in the garden 
Marquee followed by a 40minute talk and slide show educating 
us on the herd of Alpacas we were to see, feed and pet in the 
afternoon. The Alpaca is a cloven hooved camelid with the 
silkiest fleece (devoid of lanolin) and they take 11.5 months 
to produce their baby Cria. They are used to handling and we 
spent some time with the 
youngest boys in their 
shed where we stroked 
their lovely dry fleeces 
and fed them carrots. I 
was honoured to lead 
one of them out into the 
paddock. The larger group 
of Males allowed us into 
their field and they are a 
very inquisitive bunch who 
know all about carrots and 
photo opportunities. We 
finished the afternoon with 
a sumptuous afternoon 
tea in the Marquee and 
were able to purchase yarn, 
fleece and socks. The yarn is 
lovely and I’m already well 
on the way to finishing my 
daughters winter beany 
hat. It was the most relaxing 
afternoon and well worth a 
visit.

Jan Youngman 
Heidi and Sonia with her silver medal after the medal ceremony.   

Sonia Bentley     Gin and Jazz
A chilled out afternoon on Sunday 12th August at the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth, where Landlord Gerry and Landlady 
Julie put a Gin and Jazz afternoon. Although not sunny, the 
weather held and a busy pub were entertained by the Norah 
Jones Jazz Band who played a mixture of Jazz standard classics 
over the afternoon period. A Gin bar was set up in the pub 
garden serving a fine selection of Gins, a good time was had by 
all.

Heritage Open 
Day
Abandon the beaten track to 
explore this pint sized pile of 
history dating from 1350 with 
a trove of original features.

The Church of  
St. Mary Magdalene

Caldecott, North Hertfordshire, SG7 5LD

Sunday 9th September 2018. 11.00 - 17.00

Free Admission  -  Ample Parking  -  Wheel Chair Access  -  
Church Guide

Donations to the restoration fund are welcome.

Enquires to 01462 895830 or Grazyna Tutak 
grazyna.tutak@ntlworld.com

www.caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk




