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Hannah Caps it for England
Hannah Botterman, who has 
lived in Newnham for 15 
years, is one of the youngest 
ever women to be capped for 
England. Hannah has played 
rugby since the age of 4 and 
comes from a rugby family 
where her mum, dad, aunt and 
uncle all played at a senior level, 
Hannah got her first England 
cap shortly after her 18th 
birthday. She played as a junior 
for Welwyn RFC, Herts County and represented the South East 
at Divisional Level.  

After so many years dedicated to the sport, at 16 she became 
disillusioned  with the game and nearly gave it up! However, after 
being persuaded to train for rugby 7’s ‘for fun’ at Saracens she 
quickly made the full Saracens Fifteen squad and was part of the 
Tyrrells Premiership winning side last year.  

Every year this important initiative to tidy up our environment 
is attended by a committed group of villagers but it would be 
fantastic to see MORE of you getting involved, especially families 
and young people and anyone who has never helped before. You 
will be well rewarded not only by how lovely our verges look but 
with hot cross buns, tea cakes and a hot beverage back at the hall 
for just a few hours of your time. 

Book in your diary the 6th April 9.30am at Hinxworth Village Hall 
and come along to help. The areas we shall be covering stretch 
from; the flyover by the water tower, Edworth through Hinxworth 
to just before Watler’s Yard, Chapel Street, Francis Road & Rec, 
New Inn Road to Farrowby Farm. All equipment provided but 
bring along your own gloves. Last year we collected over 55 bags 
of rubbish.

Jan Youngman

Help Keep Hinxworth and Edworth Tidy!

Everybody to meet at 9:30am at Hinxworth &
Edworth Village Hall on 6th April 2019 and 
spend the morning litter picking around the 

village. Then all meet back at the Village Hall
for refreshments.

All litter and safety equipment provided.
Please bring your own gloves.

For further information
call Hilary on: 07250 046640 or

email: hilary.perricone@gmail.com

Hinxworth & Edworth WI

Saturday 6th April 2019 

Hannah was honoured to be 
called up to play for England in 
2017.  She is the youngest ever 
prop to be selected for the 
national side and was delighted 
to be offered one of the first 
professional contracts awarded 
by England to players of the 
women’s game earlier this year. 

Having begun a career as a decorator Hannah hopes to enjoy a 
long and successful rugby career, albeit she is still called upon by 
the family to help out with the painting.

Clare Botterman

Hinxworth and Edworth Village Tidy



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Complaints about 
neighbours?
Don’t let problems with a neighbour get out of hand – try talking 
before considering other options.

Talk to your neighbour
Your first step should be to discuss the problem with your 
neighbour. You could try to do this in a neutral venue.  Agree that 
you can bring a friend or adviser with you if needed and make a 
note of what you discuss. 

If your neighbour rents their property you could complain to their 
landlord or letting agent. The landlord may be able to help deal 
with antisocial behaviour. Some landlords will even take steps to 
evict their tenant if they are behaving antisocially.

Consider mediation
Mediation involves getting someone who is not involved in the 
dispute to help you reach an agreement.  You and your neighbour 
both have to agree to take part. Different types of mediation 
service are available depending on your circumstances. In some 
cases, your council, Local Police Team or housing association may 
offer free mediation if you make a complaint about a problem 
you’re having with a neighbour. Sometimes you have to pay for 
mediation but this can still be cheaper than taking legal action to 
resolve a dispute. You can search for a civil mediator in your area 
on the Ministry of Justice website.

Noise and littering?
The council should investigate complaints of environmental 
nuisance, such as loud music or littering. If the problem is affecting 
your health the council can serve an order for your neighbour 
to stop. In certain cases, the council could seize property or 
have your neighbour prosecuted. A court may also grant you or 
your landlord an injunction ordering a neighbour to change their 
behaviour. Visit Gov.uk to report noise nuisance to your council.

Problems with hedges, trees and 
boundaries?
You can complain to your council about a hedge that is more than 
2 metres high. If the hedge is causing a nuisance, the council may 
serve an order on your neighbour for the problem to be sorted or 
do maintenance work. The council will usually want to see proof 
that negotiation between neighbours has failed before intervening. 
It can also charge the hedge owner for any work carried out. 
Overhanging trees can be cut back to the border between you if 
the tree’s owner has refused to do it themselves. Your council can 
also take action over a tree that could cause damage to property. 
Title plans record land boundaries, allowing you to see whose 
property hedges and trees are on.

Check these at the Land Registry if you’re a homeowner or ask 
your landlord to do it if you. If the exact boundary is not shown on 
the plan you can agree one with your neighbour and register it at 
the Land Registry. This could include information on responsibility 
for things like fences, walls or hedges.

Find out more from Gov.uk about boundary disputes and antisocial 
behaviour, you can contact the police or your local council. Or you 
can contact a housing association if the perpetrator is their tenant. 

They all have powers to order someone to stop behaviour that 
causes alarm, distress or harassment to others. It might support 

Saving the World, One Tree 
at a Time
A teenager told the World Economic Forum in Davos that we had 
just twelve years to save the planet. I wondered what we could do 
as a church, as a village. It came to me at about four o’clock one 
morning. A half remembered sentence from a Radio 4 appeal by 
Tree Aid, all about saving people and villages in Africa by planting 
trees.

I found the Tree Aid website, made some enquiries and found that 
for £10 a tree could be planted in an African village, the villagers 
could be taught to look after it, harvest its fruit, make a living and 
be able to buy books and clothes for their children. Trees create 
meadows, stabilise and enrich the soil, push back the desert and 
lift villagers out of poverty.

The congregation at St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth thought this 
would be a good idea. How about raising enough for 100 hundred 
trees between now and Easter as donations from our three villages? 
What is more, between 1st April – 30th June, all donations will 
be matched, pound for pound, by the UK government. Every £1 
raised during TREE AID’s She Grows Appeal, the UK government 
will match to help 1,000 women in Mali to grow their way out of 
poverty using the power of trees. All your donations will fund their 
general work planting trees and helping communities across the 
dry lands of Africa to lift themselves out of poverty and protect 
their environment.

To learn more, visit Tree Aid at their website, www.treeaid.org.
uk Better yet, send a donation, cash or cheque payable to PCC of 
St Nicholas Hinxworth or TreeAid. For Gift Aid purposes please 
include your name, first line of your address and post code to Alec 
Stephenson, Peele Patch, The Close, Hinxworth SG7 5HS. Money 
has already started to appear.

Patrick Forbes

your case if you keep a diary recording instances of the behaviour 
or take photos or video. If your neighbour is being violent towards 
you or threatening you with violence, contact the police.

email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.

Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 7th Mar. 2019 village hall.
Present: Richard Cobb (Chairman), Mr D. Osmond, Mr R. Lewis, 
Mr E. Sore, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk). 
Apologies: Mr N. Tiffin, 
Other Persons Attending: Steve Jarvis Herts County Councillor. 
Karen Mills and Thomas Mills for the Tennis Court Item. 
1.  The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the 

meeting of 7th February were agreed by the Parish 
Councillors and signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. 
Proposed by Russell Lewis and seconded by David Osmond.

2.  Matters arising not on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.  Correspondence: Nothing to report
4.  Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 

agreed to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed 
by Russell Lewis and seconded by David Osmond.

5.  Planning:  The Area around the Pond in Chapel Street:- 
Steve Jarvis reported Hertfordshire County Council 
Enforcement Officer will view the site in the near future as 
to ascertain Hertfordshire Highways responsibility for the 
land up to the edge of the pond. Chapel Street: - A response 
is still awaited from North Hertfordshire District Council 
for the Enforcement Officer inspection of the site.

6.  Highways:  The Smiley Face Speed Sign for the Village: This 
was out of action for a couple of days during the past month. 
It is now back in working order. The Parish Councillors 
agreed the sign has reduced the speeding through from the 
Ashwell end of the Village considerably.

 Road Repairs: Steve Jarvis confirmed the following repairs 
will take place in the next financial year commencing April 
1st 2019. 

 1. New Inn Road - to be surface dressed in May 2019.
 2. The High Street - the pot holes to be filled and the surface 

to be patched.
 3. Francis Road - the pot holes to be filled and the surface to 

be patched.
7.  Village Hall:  

David Osmond reported the Village Hall Management 
Committee have secured sixteen new bookings and three 
major events so far for this coming year..

8.  Recreation Ground:   
The Caravan and Motor Home Club: The club has booked 
the Recreation Ground for their annual rally for 9 th to 11 
th October 2020.. 

9.  The Tennis Court: Karen and Thomas Mills attended the 
meeting for this item. Thomas outlined a proposal as to the 
further use of the tennis court to facilitate further sporting 
activities such as five aside football, walking netball, walking 
football, outdoor gym and any other sport that could be 
held within the Tennis Court area. Hinxworth Young People 
and the Mustard Seed Group have given their support to 
this initiative.

 Thomas went onto explain this could be something along 
the lines of the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) now 
installed at Ashwell School. Thomas circulated a detailed 
computer plan to the Councillors of how he envisages it 
could look.

 The Parish Councillors agreed to this idea in principle but 
further investigation will be needed. Karen Mills was asked if 
she would kindly contact Ashwell School for the Councillors 
to view their MUGA site. Karen agreed to do this and to get 
back to the Chairman as to when it will be convenient.  The 

Chairman thanked Thomas for the research he had done to 
provide the information to the Council Meeting. Likewise 
they thanked him for his very professional presentation.

10. The Allotments: Nothing to report.
11. Any Other Urgent Business: 
 The Village Clean-up:  To take place on Saturday April 6th. 

Meet at the Village Hall at 9.30am.
 Dylan Mills:  The Parish Councillors wish to convey their 

condolences to John and Jo Mills on the death of their son 
Dylan. He was a Village character and it will be strange not 
to see him on his bicycle riding through the Village.

12: Date of Next Meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting, 
Thursday April 4 th 2019 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. The 
meeting closed at 8.00pm..

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
WI Meeting Thursday 14 th March 2019.

Andrew Waite  gave us an interesting talk on Gemstones, firstly he 
gave us an insight into what he was going to tell us. Then he spoke  
about the  three main gemstones Amber,  Amethyst and Opals. 

Amber is found on many beaches in the UK as well as abroad. 
Some pieces of amber fetch excellent prices in the market place, 
especially if they contain an insect or the like. This often happens 
when an insect alights on the sticky sap of a tree and over the 
years the sap hardens and amber is formed. 

Opals the stone of Australia, these are mined and can come in many 
opalescent colours. Jewellers over the years have manufactured 
fake opals but these are easily recognised as the colours stay the 
same when moved, whereas for a genuine opal the colours change 
when moved. 

Next were the diamonds, Andrew had a gadget which shone a 
bright light on to the stone which would tell whether the stone 
was genuine or not. One member handed over her engagement 
ring, thankfully it proved to be the real thing.  Another lady handed 
him her diamond ring, the stone in the middle of the cluster was 
genuine but the stones around the outside unfortunately were 
not.  Her husband of many years had given it to her, she was going 
to have a word with him when she got home!

Lastly Amethyst, these stones went from a pale to deep purple 
colour as do sapphires some being almost black. Andrew also 
bought with him a selection of necklaces, bracelets, pendants and 
rings which were available to purchase, which several people did. 
It was a very interesting evening.

Next months meeting Thursday April 11th 2019, Members Night, 
where the members run the meeting to give the committee a rest. 
7.30pm Village Hall, Hinxworth.

Carol Cheney

Soup Lunch
Soup lunch will be on Friday 
19th April in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 - 2pm. Everyone 
is welcome so come along for 
some lovely homemade soups 
and cakes.

Wild flower “Cowslips” near 
Arbtree Farm



•

Church Services
3rd April 7.30 pm Roman Catholic Mass, St. Nicholas,   

 Hinxworth
7th April 10.15 am,  Family Service,  St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
14th April 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
19th April 1 pm  Good Friday words and music,  

 St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
21th April, 9.15 am, Easter Parish Communion, St. Nicholas,   

 Hinxworth
  9.30 am, Easter Holy Communion, St. Vincent,  

 Newnham
28th April 9.15 am,  Patronal Festival Communion St. George,   

 Edworth       
 9.30 am,    Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 

Ashwell Patients Group
Staying Healthy as you Grow Older
The NHS has recently produced a very helpful guide aimed 
primarily at people aged around 70 or over. It covers such things 
as looking after your body, keeping safe at home, vaccinations and 
medication, winter precautions – in other words how to look 
after yourself.  

While the process of ageing cannot be stopped, the advice 
provided will help keep you fit and independent.

The guide concludes with this action plan:

• Check your walking speed and don’t go too fast.

• Stay or become more active.

• Socialise regularly, spend time with other people and have 
regular chats.

• Keep on top of your health (get your eyes and ears tested, 
have your vaccinations and get your medicines reviewed).

• Look after yourself (keep your home warm, eat well and 
don’t put off asking for help).

You can find the guide by googling “Practical Guide to Healthy 
Ageing – NHS England” or Tel: 030 0123 1002.

Churchyard Clean-up
For our annual clear-up Saturday 13th April at 10am of our 
beautiful churchyard at St Nicholas, Refreshments provided. 
Everyone welcome’. 

Mass in St Nicholas Church
Fr. Denis of the Holy Trinity & St Augustine of Canterbury in 
Baldock will say Mass on Wednesday 3rd April 2019 at 7.30pm 
at St. Nicholas, Hinxworth. Tea and coffee will be available at the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth following the service. Everyone 
welcome

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
17th April £2.00 per person. 8pm start.

Copy Date: Please send all copy and pictures for the May 
edition by April 20th to Mike Wade.  E-mail to: villagevoice3@
gmail.com   

Ashwell at Home
2019, Sunday 12th May 11am-5pm

Entertainment for all the family with open gardens, free workshop 
for children and adults, live music and a wide range of street and 
indoor entertainment, cow milking, funfair, lunches & teas and 
much more. 

Entry by programme: £7 adults (under 18s free with accompanying 
paying adult) - available on the day at the event, or £6 in advance 
from the website, www.ashwellathome.org.uk - Free parking.

Nicki Holmes

Hinxworth Archery Club
Archery Courses for Beginners - Spring 2019 
Six Lessons   -   All equipment provided  -  Cost: £55.00

Start date:  Saturday 6th April at 2pm until 4pm

Recreation Ground, Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL

For application form contact David Osmond 01462 742048  
or Email: hinxworth@yahoo.co.uk 
or visit Club Web address: www.hinxwortharchers.org

Hinxworth AC is an affiliated member of Archery GB  
www.archerygb.org
David Osmond

Newnham Parish Lunch
Newnham Parish Lunch will be held at Newnham Hall Cottage on 
Sunday 23rd of June at 1pm.  

Tickets £14 {Children under 12, £4}

Tickets from Audrey Whalley (01462 742517)  
or Fiona Hughes (01462 742709)


