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 Thank you to everyone who has volunteered 
to take part in the 2019 Live Advent Calendar. 

Each evening, at 7.00pm a new window will be 
revealed at the address speci�ed. It would be great 

to see you at the reveal, or you can pop along to 
see the windows anytime between the 12th of 

December and Christmas day. 

Merry Christmas

Hinxworth & Edworth’s 
Live Advent Calendar

12th December
Vielsam (opp. Clock Tower), 

High Street

13th December
The Oak Room,

St Nicholas’ Church

14th  December
3 Homefield

15th December
14 Francis Road

16th December
12 Francis Road

17th December
8 New Inn Road

18th
December

Chapel House, 
Chapel Street

19th 
December

5 Francis Road

20th 
December

7 Home�eld 21st December
Gordon Cottage

(opp. Three 
Horseshoes)

22nd 
December

2 Christy’s Yard

23rd December
High Street House, 

High Street

24th December
Three Horseshoes, 

High Street

If you would like to participate in the Hinxworth and Edworth 
Alternative Christmas Card Scheme please put your contribution 
in an envelope and drop it to me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell Road, 
Hinxworth by Friday 6th December (names can’t be added to the 
card after this date).

The charities this year are The Garden House Hospice which 
provides a wide range of services for patients, their carers, and 
families facing a life limiting illness; Operation Smile which is an 
international medical charity providing free surgery for children 
and young adults born with cleft lip, cleft palate and other facial 
deformities; and the Kasiisi Porridge Project which gives rural 
schoolchildren living in Western Uganda a mug of porridge everyday 
(who would otherwise go the whole school day without food), 
improving their health, attendance and academic achievement.

Please make cheques payable to Garden House Hospice Care, 
Operation Smile United Kingdom, or Kasiisi Porridge Project and 
remember to write your name and address on the envelope.  If you 
are a UK taxpayer and would like to make a contribution through 
Gift Aid please print off a Gift Aid Form or I can get a form to you. 

Rachel Giles (rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk)

Christmas Card Scheme Ashwell Patients’ Group
NHS Winter Warmer Event
Our local NHS body (Herts and West Essex STP) is organising a 
“Winter Warmer” event to help older people stay safe and well 
this winter. Details as follows:

Friday 24th January 10 am - 1.30 pm at Howard Cottages 
Housing Association, Tabor Court, Beech Hill, Letchworth SG6 
4JY. Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided.
There will be sessions on:
• health and wellbeing
• the benefits of keeping active
• nutrition and hydration
• avoiding falls
• staying safe and secure at home
• accessing health and community services
Participants will have the chance to meet new people and 
perhaps take part in some gentle activities.
The event is free but BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. You can reserve 
your place by visiting: www.healthierfuture.org.uk/events/winter
or contact HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044

Peter Chapman



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook
Warning to residents as scam 
phone calls rise
Hertfordshire Constabulary is warning residents to 
stay vigilant following an increase in reports of scam phone calls 
across the country.  Victims are being called by bogus police officers 
and bank officials asking them to withdraw cash, purchase goods or 
provide bank cards and PIN numbers for collection by a courier. 
The fraudsters will often ask the victims to call back on 999, 101 or 
161 to verify that they are genuine, however this is part of the scam. 
They keep the line open so that the victim continues to speak to the 
fraudster believing they are genuine officials.
During October 2019, victims living in Letchworth, Ware and 
Baldock received calls from a man claiming to be a DC Robson from 
the Metropolitan Police and handed over a total of £18,000. During 
the same period, four victims living in Hatfield were contacted by 
someone claiming to be a DC Taylor and handed over £20,000. In 
the last two month, 12 victims living in Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield 
and Watford, received calls from a man pretending to be DC Martin 
Rose from Watford Police Station and have lost approximately 
£10,000.
Detective Inspector Rob Burns, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s 
Serious Fraud and Cyber Unit, said: “The fraudsters are extremely 
convincing and persistent and often target the elderly or vulnerable 
resulting in the loss of thousands of pounds. It’s important to 
remember that police officers and bank officials will NEVER ask you 
to withdraw money, purchase goods or hand over private banking 
details. Please help us to raise awareness by sharing this with your 
friends and family, especially if they are vulnerable or elderly.”
If you believe that you are a victim of this scam please contact 
Hertfordshire Constabulary’s non- emergency number 101, using 
a different phone to that used to communicate with the fraudsters. 
If a fraud is in progress or someone’s life is in danger, call 999 
immediately. Hertfordshire Constabulary offers the following crime 
prevention advice:
• Be sceptical of callers, even those who claim to be officials.
• Don’t be afraid to put the phone down with a brief ‘No, thank 

you’.
• NEVER give personal information, such as your date of birth or 

bank details, to unexpected callers.
• Remember that the police or your bank would NEVER 

unexpectedly call you and ask you to withdraw cash or move 
your money to another account, as a result of fraud or any 
other reason.

• If callers suggest you call your local police or bank to check who 
they are, use another phone or ensure the line has been fully 
disconnected by phoning a friend or relative first, or by waiting 
at least five minutes, otherwise you may think you’ve phoned a 
number, but you’re simply talking to the fraudsters again. This is a 
common fraudsters’ tactic.

• If a caller asks you to type your bank PIN number into your 
telephone handset - do not do this, as fraudsters can use 
technology to identify the numbers.

•  You can opt out of many cold calls by registering for free with 
the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 070 0707, 

• www.actionfraud.com or www.herts.police.uk/
protectyourmoney for advice on avoiding scams.

• To see a video demonstrating how fraudsters operate visit - 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYco9_iSK7k.

Hertfordshire Police contact: 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing. 

December at Hinxworth Village Hall
Wed. 4th,11th, 18th - 10.00 am Art Society

Thurs. 5th,12th,19th - 2.00 pm Indoor Bowls

5th Thursday - 7.00 pm Parish Council Meeting

7th Saturday - 1.00 pm Photo Club

12th Thursday - 7:30pm Women’s Institute

13th Friday - 12.30pm Soup Lunch

14th Saturday - 4.00 pm Xmas Wreath Workshop

18th Wednesday - 7:30 pm Farmers Club

28th Saturday - 10.00 am Art Group
For up to date activities and events or to make an inquiry to book 
the hall visit:
http://www.hinxworthandedworthvillagehall.org.uk/calendar.html 

Charity Christmas Wreath
My partner Lizzie Cree has lived in Edworth since her birth and 
is a fond member of the WI and we are both huge supporters of 
the local community.

Lizzie is a professional Florist by trade and this year is hosting a 
Christmas Wreath making event at the Village Hall on Saturday 
14th December from 4pm. The price is £35 per person and 
includes Mulled Wine, Mince Pies, Festive music and of course 
Wreath making and tuition - you even get to take the wreath 
home for your own door or to give as a gift! We will also be raising 
money for MNDA on the day in memory of Lizzie’s mother Helen 
who passed away from Motor Neurone Disease some years ago, 
so it’s a really important day for Lizzie and her family and friends.

Peter Gabriel



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 7th Nov. 2019,  Village Hall. 7.00pm
Present: Mr R. Cobb (Chairman), Mr N. Tiffin (Vice-Chairman), 
Mr M. Wade, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)
Other Persons present:- Tom Tyson District Councillor. (Tom left 
the meeting at 7.20pm for another engagement).
Apologies; Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor. 
1.  The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 

of 3rd October were agreed by the Parish Councillors and 
signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. Proposed by Nicholas 
Tiffin and seconded by Michael Wade.

2.  Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda: Nothing to 
report.

3. Correspondence: HAPTC –notice of subscription increase. 
Notification of the expansion of Luton Airport.

4.  Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 
agreed to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed 
by Nicholas Tiffin and seconded by Michael Wade. Payments 
included £665.04 for the purchase of the two litter bins. 
Also a payment was made of £532.00 to the Village Hall 
Management Committee to reimburse the cost of the work 
carried out on the Gents toilets in the Village Hall. 

5.  Planning: Nothing to report.
6.  Highways: 
 Outstanding Road Repairs: Steve Jarvis confirmed by email 

these are still on schedule.
 Broken Drain New Inn Road: The drain located in New Inn 

road near the junction with the High Street has now been 
repaired. 

Smiley Face Speed Sign: Steve Jarvis has notified the Parish 
Councillors of the Hertfordshire Highways initiative to 
replace redundant speed signs with smiley face signs free 
of charge. Therefore the sign at the north end of the High 
Street will be replaced before the end of this financial year. 
The Parish Councillors convey their thanks to Steve for 
arranging Hinxworth to be included in the scheme.  

7.  Village Hall:  The Parish Councillors again convey their best 
wishes to Jan Raynham after her recent accident and also 
convey their thanks to Helen Donohoe for her continuing 
help in the interim. 

 The Race Night on November 2nd was a great success. The 
Parish Councillors convey their thanks to The Village Hall 
Management Committee, their families, friends et al, for all 
the hard work put in to making the evening a success and 
finally their thanks to Simon the MC. A Great Night enjoyed 
by all. 

8.  Recreation Ground:  
The Caravan Club annual rally took place between 
October11th to13th. Twelve caravans were on the 
Recreation Ground for the three days.

9. Tennis Court, 10. Allotments, 11. Any Other Urgent 
Business: Nothing to report. 

12. Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday December 5th 2019 at 
7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.15 pm..
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth Art Society
Hinxworth Art Society held another exhibition to showcase 
members work. The works included pictures in pencil, watercolour, 
pastels and oils and showed the diversity of the exhibits. It was 
very well received with comments including ‘excellent exhibition’, 
‘a great spread of variety’ and ‘beautiful pictures and yummy cakes’. 
A big thank you to Richard Ground who helped members with 
transport of the stands. The best in show went to Gerald Clare, 
who will receive our new Alan Stevens Award of a voucher and 
certificate. The award was set up by our society in honour of Alan, 
a member of our society who contributed much to the running 
of our society. We meet on Wednesday mornings and will always 
welcome new members.

“The Path Through the Woods” which won the best in show. I have had 
Gerald’s permission to use it.
Marianne Osmond

Your local arts correspondent view
The Hinxworth Art Society’s exhibition was a joy to visit. Your arts 
correspondent bought a teapot and a mug from a display of pots 
and pottery thrown by the late Ivor Townshend of Gawsworth 
near Macclesfield, and sold in aid of Canal and River Trust. It seems 
that one of tests of an amateur potter is to successfully produce 
a teapot. I am happy to say that my morning cup of tea from Ivor’s 
teapot tastes delicious.

When the votes of visitors to the exhibition were counted, Gerald 
Clare was found to have painted the favourite, a picture entitled 
“The Walk through the Woods.”

Local ceramicist Annie Hull is seen in my picture meeting her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second.

Patrick Forbes

Charity Concert for Jimmy’s
Charity concert at St. Nicholas Church in aid of Jimmy’s, the 
homeless project in Cambridge. An Evening with Flanders 
and Swann, interpreted by Peter Chapman and Mike O’Neill  
at St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth on Saturday December 7th at 7.30 
pm. Admission: adult £10, child £5 (Price includes a complimentary 
glass of wine or juice. ). Tickets on sale now from Patrick Forbes on  
01462 742015 or patrickforbes06@gmail.com



Church Services December 2019
1st Dec.10.15 am, Family Service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
8th Dec. 9.15 am, Festival Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
15th Dec. 4.00 pm Carol Service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
   4.00 pm Carol Service St. Vincent, Newnham 
22nd Dec. 9.15 am Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
               9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham 
24th Dec. 11.30 pm Midnight Communion,  
 St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
25th Dec. 9.30 am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham 
 10.00 am Carols and Readings St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
29th Dec. 9.15 am Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The speaker for our meeting on 14th November was one of our 
members Jan Youngman; she came to speak to us on the art of 
Decoupage.

Decoupage, what is that? you ask. The word comes from the 
middle French “decouper” meaning to cut out or cut from 
something. The origin of decoupage is thought to be East Siberian 
tomb art, Nomadic tribes used cut out felts to decorate the tombs 
of their deceased, From Siberia, the practice came to China and 
by the 12th century, cut out paper was being used to decorate 
lanterns, windows, boxes and other objects. In the 17th century, 
Italy, especially Venice, was at the forefront of trade with the Far 
East and it is generally thought that it is through these trade links 
that the cut-out paper decorations made their way into Europe.

Someone who does decoupage is known as a decoupeur, or 
“cutter”.At the age of 71 Mary Delany achieved fame at the court 
of George lll and Queen Charlotte of England, thanks to the 18th 
century decoupage craze. In 1771 she began to create cut out 
paper art works (decoupage) as was the fashion for ladies of the 
court. Her works were exceptionally detailed and botanically 
accurate depictions of plants. She used tissue paper and hand 
colouration to produce these pieces. She created 1,700 of these 
works calling them her “Paper Mosaicks” from the age of 77 to 88 
when her eyesight failed her.

Jan brought with her several of her own works which were very 
beautiful, and encouraged the members to try the art, which they 
did with some very interesting results. The meeting ended with 
the usual tea and home made cakes.

Next month’s meeting: Due to the general election on our meeting 
night the 12th December, the meeting is to be held in the ARC 
Hall, Ashwell at 7.30pm. As parking is at a premium in Ashwell, if 
you wish for a lift please contact Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Carol Cheney

Copy Date: Please send all copy / pictures for January edition 
by December 15th to Mike Wade.  E-mail: villagevoice3@gmail.com   

For almost 40 years Vera was 
married to James Laing who 
was the Rector of St Nicholas 
between 1987 and 1996. They 
both loved Hinxworth and it 
continues to be held dear in 
the family’s hearts, as James is 
buried in the graveyard of St 
Nicholas. We regularly visit the 
church and often the Three 
Horseshoes pub. Vera now 
resides in Milford Lodge care 
home in Hitchin and it was 
there that we held a tea party 
to celebrate her 90th birthday 
on the 28th October. Her four 
children and their families all 
attended and enjoyed listening 
to music she loves from 
artists such as Tom Jones (her 
favourite) Glenn Miller, Bing 
Crosby and the Kinks. 

Vera with one of her nephews playing the part of Tom Jones!

Vera Laing’s 90th birthday

Jonathan Laing

Sylvia and Bob Scales are 
delighted to congratulate their 
daughter Katie and her new 
husband Michael Mahoney who 
married on Saturday October 
26th at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, in Mottingham, 
South London. Though the 
weather was terrible, the day 
was fabulous. Katie had made 
the cake herself and she and 
Mike did all the organising of 
this incredible event including 
transport from church to 
reception aboard a double-
decker bus. (Which, as those on 
the top deck will tell you, was a 
bit like being on a rollercoaster 
at Chessington but without the 
seatbelts!)

Sylvia and Bob Scales

Congratulations to Katie and Michael

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
11th December £2.00 per 
person. 8pm start.

Soup Lunch
The next Soup Lunch will be on Friday the 13th December, 12.30 
to 2pm at Hinxworth Village Hall.  All profits from the lunch go to 
local charities nominated by you. Everyone is very welcome. Look 
forward to seeing you.
Chrisi Hook

Royal British Legion Donations 
This year’s total donations for the Royal British Legion from the 
Benefice was £3,532.63 of which £997.72 was donated from 
our three villages from door to door collections and the church 
service’.

Alec Stephenson


