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In the 1990’s the only organised sporting event in Hinxworth was 
the established Cricket Club originally sponsored by the author 
Monica Dickens. Getting a full team together proved too diffi cult 
in the end and the cricket club was disbanded in 1997 due to lack 
of players.

The Start
The forming of an archery club in Hinxworth was fi rst suggested 
by Marion Ewen in the summer of 1998. Marion had been an 
archer in Kent before moving to Hinxworth.  David and Marianne 
Osmond were experienced archery coaches and thought it was a 
good idea so approached the parish council for permission. After 
reassurances regarding insurance and safety issues the council 
readily agreed and Chairman Harry King and his wife Jill were 
amongst the fi rst to join the beginner’s course. An open meeting 
was held where 50 or so Hinxworth residents attended and 25 
started the fi rst beginner’s course in Spring of 1999. Hinxworth 
Archery Club was born!

By the end of summer 1999 there were 29 Hinxworth archers 
affi liated to Archery GB, the National Governing body which gave 
us a fantastic start. With the addition of recruits from the nearby 
towns and villages this has gradually increased to a total of just 
under 50 members today.

Although small in numbers HAC has come to dominate in 
the Hertfordshire Archery Association’s Summer and Winter 
Leagues winning in every category on quite a few occasions. 
Our compound archers Neil Bridgewater and David Wayman 
have taken top spot for the last few years and Neil’s father Derek 
together with Dave Chudley and Steve Weston have a fi rm grip on 
the Longbow titles. Special mention must go to Neil Bridgewater 
who has represented Great Britain over many years and who 
crowned it all in 2018 by bringing home the Compound Team 

Gold Medal at the European 
Championships.

Let us hope that the next 20 
years bring continued success 
and happiness to us all.

Hinxworth Archery Club  is 
well respected within the 
archery world as being a 
friendly and open club with a 
great team spirit. We shall be 
organising a free to all “Taster 
Session” for people to have a 
try for a couple of hours on a 
Sunday morning in March 2019 
prior to our annual Beginner’s 
Course scheduled for April. All 
welcome!

Hinxworth Archery Club Celebrate 20 Years

Hinxworth and Edworth Christmas Ball

Founder members David Millen 
and David Osmond cut the 20th 
anniversary cake.

A big thank you to everybody 
who made the ball a success, 
either by giving up their time 
to help set up the hall, feeding 
us while we were working or 
donating equipment.

Deb and I are very grateful to 
Steve and Geoff who always 
excel with their creations for 
the ball.

Also a big thank you to all 
those who supported the 
event we hope you all enjoyed 
yourselves.

Helene and  Deb

David Osmond

Future Events at the 
Hinxworth and Edworth 
Village Hall

• Quiz night  - 23rd February. 
• Hinxworth Bake Off - 16th 

June. Further details to 
follow.

• Come and listen to a ‘Police 
Choir’ - Monday evening 
date TBC

• Race Night - October TBA
For all event details and to 
book a table for the quiz night 
please contact Jan Ryanham. 
01462 742258



Tony Devaney 

26th January 1933 - 1st January 2019

Tony was born in London on the 26th of January 1933. When 
asking friends and former colleagues for their impressions and 
recollections of Tony, the words that were repeated again and again 
were: Gentleman, traditional, warm, kind-hearted, understanding, 
generous and a life-member of the MCC.

An accountant, he joined, 
what was in those days, 
Deloitte, Plender, Griffi ths & 
Co. Those days spent auditing 
small and medium-sized 
London companies gave him 
an enormous stock of stories, 
each one with a ‘moral’, 
something that Tony had ‘taken 
away’ from the experience. 
A tea merchant in Holborn, a 
jeweller’s in Hatton Garden, 
a workshop in the East End, 
each taught him a lesson and 
developed him as a raconteur.

 When he was 24, whilst on holiday with some of his cricket chums 
at Butlin’s, he met the beautiful 18 year old Carolyn Osborne. 
When he realised that he had somehow caught her eye and won 
her heart, he knew he was on to a good thing. They were engaged 
within three months and married when Carolyn was still 19.

When Tony and Carolyn moved to Hinxworth 47+ years ago, it 
was to move into the Post Offi ce and village shop. There can’t have 
been many people who regularly had their newspaper delivered 
by a fi nance director in a BMW, but a few in Hinxworth had that 
honour for many years. Having the village shop is obviously a good 
way to get to know people and they went on to develop a strong 
network of friends.  They became involved in Bridge, dinners, 
weekends away and barbecue parties. 

Tony and Carolyn celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in 
September, rather quietly because of Tony’s health.  However, his 
60th birthday is well remembered as Tony decided to have a party 
with a Caribbean theme. A great deal of preparation and planning 
went into this event. The secret to a good party, Tony said, stirring 
another bottle of rum into the punch, is this: hit ‘em hard and hit 
‘em quick.

Tony the family man (he was a very proud, supportive and caring 
father and grandfather) and the village man.  He counted shove 
ha’penny among his sporting skills alongside Cricket, Golf, Table 
Tennis and bell-ringing.  He was called on to do the books for the 
Parish Council, the village hall, the church and the archery club. 
He was co-founder of the cricket club and, by its later days, was 
Chairman, Captain, Fixtures Secretary and Assistant Groundsman. 
He was very proud of his Village Cricket Team.

Tony Devaney, in the words of others, many others: a great man, 
a great family man and a great friend – he will be sorely missed.

From the eulogy given by Gregory Barnard and abridged for the Village 
Voice by Lucy Wade 

Tony Devaney’s funeral took place on Friday 18th January at St 
Nicholas Church.  There were so many people in attendance and 
as a result of everyone’s generosity, donations totalling £1000 
will be sent to the RNLI in his memory.  

New Year’s Eve at the Three 
Horseshoes

Some pictures of the “New Year’s Eve Throw Back” party at the Three 
Horseshoes. Some came dressed in Sixties, Seventies and Eighties 
gear, a fun evening was had by all. 

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, 
20th February, £2.00 per person. 8pm start.

Soup Lunch
Soup lunch will be on Friday 
15th February in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 - 2pm. 
Everyone is welcome so 
come along for some lovely 
homemade soups and cakes.

First Snowdrops, Chapel Street , 
Hinxworth 



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 3rd Jan. 2019 village hall.
Present: Richard Cobb (Chairman), Mr D. Osmond, Russell 
Lewis, Mr E. Sore, Mr N. Tiffi n, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk). Steve 
Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor
1.  The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 

of 6th December were agreed by the Parish Councillors and 
signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. Proposed by Eric Sore 
and seconded by David Osmond.

2.  Matters arising not on the Agenda: Nothing to report.

3.  Correspondence: Nothing to report

4.  Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 
agreed to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed 
by Richard Cobb and seconded by Nick Tiffi n.

 The Annual Precept 2019/2020: The Parish Council agreed 
unanimously that the precept should remain at the current 
level of £10,370.00 per annum.

5.  Planning:  Application 18/03209/FP – Redwings/Brookside, 
Great North Road, Hinxworth,SG7 5EX.

 The Parish Councillors have agreed to “No objection” 
to this application. Wendy Kitchener to notify N.H.D.C. 
Planning Department.  The Local Plan 2011-2031: The 
updated plan has been received by the Parish Council. In 
respect Hinxworth any changes/impact are noted on page 
7 as follows “Infi lling development which does not extend 
the build core of the Village will be allowed in Category B 
Villages” Further details and a copy of the Local Plan can be 
viewed on the N.H.D.C website www.north-herts/localplan.

6.  Highways:  
The Smiley Face Speed Sign for the Village: This has now 
been in place for over a month and the speed of the 
traffi c from the Ashwell end of the Village appears to have 
reduced considerably. Therefore the Parish Councillors will 
now consider installing the same type of speed sign at the 
Edworth end of the Village in the next fi nancial year.

 Nick Tiffi n reported he had received further 
correspondence in respect of the “Community Drive Safe 
Scheme” funding application. The allocation of these funds 
has yet to be decided with the Hinxworth application still 
under consideration.

 7.  Village Hall: 
David Osmond reported the “Christmas Ball” that took 
place in the Village Hall on December 8th was a great 
success. He also reported photographs of the event have 
been posted on the Village Hall website.

8.  Recreation Ground:  
The Entrance to the Recreation Ground from the Car Park: 
With the advice of David Smyth, Richard Cobb and Eric 
Sore have sourced a supplier to provide a gate. Eric Sore 
has obtained a number of quotes. An installer has yet to be 
arranged. Additionally the Councillors agreed the smaller 
gate at the front entrance to the Recreation Ground needs 
replacing. This will be discussed again at the next Parish 
Council meeting.

9.  The Tennis Court: David Osmond is to check the 
court and the net to see if there are any issues that require 
attention. This has yet to be completed.

10. The Allotments: Nothing to report.
11. Any Other Urgent Business: 

 Local Elections: These will take place on May 2nd 2019. 
Voting in the Village Hall.

 Hinxworth Archers: The Parish Councillors are drawing up 
the new Annual Renewal agreement as usual for April 2019 
to March 2020. 

 Tony Devaney: The Parish Council would like to extend 
their sympathy to Carolyn and her family at this sad time. 
Tony served as a Parish Councillor for many years and was 
a great supporter of the Parish Council. Tony as a Chartered 
Accountant audited our accounts and donated his small fee 
to our local church. He will be missed by many..  

12: Date of Next Meeting: February 7th 2019 at 7.00pm 
in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  

In the top right hand corner here, can be seen The Rectory [now 
Hinxworth House] Dewmead Farm can also be seen as can 
Hinxworth Place and old pond.

Sylvia Scales

A Recentish History of 
Hinxworth
Nearly two years ago now I thought I would do some research on 
what Hinxworth had looked like and been like to live in the last 
century or so. I subsequently did a presentation on my fi ndings to 
the WI and offered copies of the presentation for £3 to anyone 
who wanted one.

What follows is a little excerpt 
from my what I found.

The Toll House
Aka the New Inn and designated 
The Round House in the 1901 
census it stood at the junction 
of the Great North Road and 
New Inn Road, this turnpike toll 
house moved here in 1839 but is 
pictured here at the turn of the 
20th century.  

A map of the area from a Land Registry document [courtesy of 
Gordon Hayden] dated ‘the 42nd year of His Majesty King George 
IIIrd’ i.e. 1802



Copy Date: Please send all copy and pictures for the 
March edition by February 20th to Mike Wade.  E-mail to: 
villagevoice3@gmail.com   

•

Church Services
3rd Feb.  10.15 am - Family Service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

10th Feb. 9.15 am - Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

24th Feb. 9.15 am Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth          

   9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham       

Judy King Celebration Service
A Celebration Service for Judy King, St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth. Saturday 2nd March 
at 2.30 pm. Please wear colourful 
clothing (her repeated request). 
Tea and cakes will be available 
after the service in Hinxworth 
Village Hall.

If attending, please email numbers 
to fen@francecountryholidays.
co.uk to assist with catering 
arrangements.

Patrick Forbes

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
Our fi rst  monthly meeting of 2019 was held on Thursday 10th 
January. A fascinating insight into the landlocked country of 
Kazakhstan was delivered to us by Mr Ray Munden which he 
visited as part of a tour group to undertake bird watching in three 
different areas of the country.

Mr Munden accompanied his talk with a slide show, which 
educated us not only about the birds but also some other 
fascinating information about the country. Kazakhstan shares its 
borders with a number of countries including China and Russia. It 
is the largest landlocked country in the world with a population 
of around 17 million people.  Although landlocked it has its own 
Navy and is home to the largest lake in the world, the Caspian 
Sea, in the west, as well as the Aral Sea which, despite efforts with 
damming,  has diminished considerably in recent decades due to 
the need for water required for agricultural purposes.

The Baikonur Cosmodrome, which was the worlds fi rst and 
largest space facility operated by Russia is located in the south of 
Kazakhstan and was one of the areas where Mr Munden and his 
fellow bird watchers visited.

They travelled by bus and reached the height of 1100 feet above 
sea level, encountering some stunning and very varied scenery and 
terrain. With freezing night temperatures they were sleeping for 
part of their trip in tents with only very basic facilities, including 
an outdoor cold shower! 

They visited the area of the Tian Shan Mountains as well as part of  
the site of the Tamgaly rock carvings and paintings in the region of 
Almaty, some of which date back as far as the Bronze Age.

And so to the birds… There are some 300 types and species of 
birds found in Kazakhstan including Himalayan Snow Cock, Black 
Eared Kite, Accentor Gourdon Stadt, White Winged Gross Beak 
and the Himalayan Red Star.  We were treated to photographs of 
all of these and many more which were encountered during this 
very adventurous visit to the country.

Next months meeting: February 14th  Village Hall Hinxworth. 
7pm. The members are being treated to a meal prepared and 
cooked by the Committee. As it is Valentines Day, husbands and 
partners of members are welcome to attend.

Outing to Belton House
Wednesday 28th August, 9am to approx 6pm.

After a few years rest from organising trips for the village, I 
thought I’d see if there was any interest in a visit to Belton House, 
near Grantham. It is a National Trust property so members have 
free entry. Coach costs based on 35 people is £15.75, but more 
people means lower cost per head. 

Belton House is one of the most elegant and famous examples of 
an English country house with magnifi cent parkland and a huge 
range of wildlife. The are beautiful scenic walks in the gardens and 
includes Lincolnshire’s largest children’s adventure playground.

Please let me know ASAP, (so I can confi rm coach booking) either 
by email to sylviamedia@gmail.com or by phone/ text to 07950 
393021

Sylvia Scales

Ashwell Stores - Break-in

At approximately 2.30am on Saturday 19th January, Ashwell 
Stores was targeted in High Street, Ashwell. The offenders wound 
up the roller shutters and forced the front door. Once inside 
they stole cigarettes, money and alcohol before making off.

If you have any information that will help us locate the offenders 
please contact 101 and quote reference 41/6021/19. If you need 
to reply regarding this message, click on this email address: chris.
brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk


