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Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
24th July £2.00 per person. 8pm start.

2019 Cake Off
An enjoyable day was had 
by all at the Hinxworth and 
Edworth 2019 Cake Off with 
over 50 cakes entered into the 
competition.  Another great 
team effort by the Village Hall 
Committee raising £187.00 
with the support of locals, 
friends and family.

Big thank you to our guest judge 
Pam Rhodes along with Julie 
Methven, Jerry and Edna Keep, 
Debbie Keats Richard Ground 
and Hilary Perricone. Also to 
Mortiers teas for joining us too. 

The Winners are as follows: 

Scones with a Twist:
1st Elaine Gregory,  
2nd Yvonne Tookey,  
3rd Yvonne Tookey

Judged by Julie Methven & Jerry 
Keep

Victoria Sponge:
1st Libby Fisher,  
2nd Carole Cheney,  
3rd Geoff Everitt

Judged by Jerry Keep & Debbie 
Keats (friend of committee)

Muffins: 
1st Libby Fisher,  
2nd Elaine Gregory

Perfect Brownie:
1st Gina Lovejoy,  
2nd Amy, 
3rd Stephanie Creevy

Judged by Jerry & Edna keep

Cookies: 
1st Geoff Everett,  
2nd Janet Fair,  
3rd Helene Donohoe

  
Judged by Richard Ground & 
Hilary Perricone

Big Cake: 
1st Libby Fisher,  
2nd Janet Fair,  
3rd Emily Merridale

Fantasy Cake: 
1st Harriet McPherson,  
Joint 2nd Geoff Everett &  
Jan Youngman

Judged by guest judge Pam Rhodes, & Jerry Keep and Debbie Keats

Shaped Biscuits 
(Children): 
1st Grace Whitfield,  
2nd Harry Eddie Daniel,  
3rd Amber Merridale

Judged by Julie Methven & Jerry 
Keep

Cupcakes  
(Children): 
1st Emily Buckley,  
2nd Emily Merridale,  
3rd Harry Eddie Daniel

Judged by Hilary Perricone

Thank you VHMC

p.s. don’t forget to keep Oct 19th free for race night.

A Thank you from Wales 
A big thank you to all Viv and Geoff’s friends who have sent cards 
and get well messages following my sudden, recent operation. I am 
now recovering well and hope to see you all soon.  With love from
Hilary.

Super-fast Broadband
Due to the installation of cabling in the Village recently it appeared 
the Super-fast Broadband was likely to be installed in the Village 
in the near future. As the Parish Councillors had been receiving 
mixed messages they contacted Sir Oliver Heald MP regarding 
the situation.  Sir Oliver contacted Hertfordshire County Council 
and received the reply below which he forwarded to Hinxworth 
Parish Councillors for their information

Dear Sir Oliver,
Thank you for getting in touch on behalf of Hinxworth Parish Council. 
The plans to provide Hinxworth with Super-fast fibre were scheduled 
into the Extension Contract of the programme rather than the original 
contract. The plans for this Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) structure were 
planned in for Phase 5, which originally had an estimated completion 
time-frame of March 2019. Unfortunately the programme has faced 
many delays since the start of the Extension Programme. We have since 
been working hard with Openreach to develop plans to ensure areas 
such as Hinxworth are covered prior to the programmes’ closure at the 
end of the year. At this moment in time the three Structures that will be 
coving Hinxworth (V5020,V5021,V5022) are provisionally scheduled 
for around August 2019. FTTP structures do also need to enter into a 
commissioning period to ensure everything works as it should before 
being released to the public to place orders. Please note this can on 
occasion add around a month to the delivery period. We will announce 
on our twitter pages once the structures are live however if the Parish 
has a main contact email address, I would be happy to make contact 
when the time arises. Please do let me know if you or the Parish Council 
have any further questions.

Kind regards, Sophie

Please note this is Sophie Mance at Hertfordshire County Council 
Sophie.Mance@hertfordshire.gov.uk  She has been advised of 
Hinxworth Parish Clerk’s email address as the main contact.  The 
Councillors await further information.

Hinxworth Parish Council
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On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Join 150,000 Herts residents 
to help to reduce crime
Over 150,000 households in Hertfordshire have signed up to 
receive emails about crime in their neighbourhoods across 
Hertfordshire – making it one of the most successful schemes in 
the country.

During National neighbourhood Watch Week (Monday June 17 to 
Sunday June 23), the Herts Chair Sue Thompson will challenge 
residents to follow their lead and further increase this number. 
She said: “We see time and time again that the villages, towns and 
cities with the most sign-ups to the Online Watch link, which is part of 
Neighbourhood Watch, have fewer crimes and there is more community 
spirit making it harder for criminals to operate.”

Herts Watch is supporting the national More Than You Expect 
campaign this week, which highlights the diverse work and 
projects that are delivered locally. She said: “We are not asking 
residents to attend meetings or commit to hours of work, it’s simply 
acting on relevant and local information that is sent out by email. If a 
burglary has happened in your town, we would let local residents know 
about it so they take on board relevant crime prevention advice. We 
also let members know about missing people and details about local 
community events. Whilst most of the messages are local, we do from 
time to time let you know about fraud offences and scams but we do 
limit the messages so as not to bombard residents.”

John Hayward-Cripps, CEO Neighbourhood Watch Network, 
said: “Community development and cohesion activity is absolutely 
what Neighbourhood Watch is all about. There are lots of examples of 
where this is the core of what Neighbourhood Watch does. Obviously, 
crime prevention and reporting has always been at the centre of 
Neighbourhood Watch and this has been through knowing your 
neighbour, being neighbourly and connecting people in communities. 
The strategy is our vision of a society where neighbours come together 
to create safer, stronger and active communities and to support and 
enable individuals and communities to be connected, active and safe, 
which increases well-being and minimises crime.”

Whilst residents are not required to do more than read and act 
on the messages sent via email, lots of work goes on by volunteers 
at Herts Watch to help keep our communities safer. Their work 
includes:
• Making-up NHW welcome packs for new members, which 

saves the Constabulary thousands of pounds thus enabling 
greater support of front line policing. Herts Watch was 
awarded a Certificate of Good Work to the two best ‘elves’ 
and treated to an afternoon tea at Police Headquarters.

• Crime stoppers ambassadors – they will soon be receiving 
training for this role.

• Attending events to give talks on NHW and Crime 
Prevention to various groups including Residents’ 
Associations.

• Attending events for Age UK’s Scam Awareness Month 
to give talks (they have previously been trained up by the 
Constabulary and Get Safe Online).

• Attending events across the county such as community days 
and dog watch schemes with Safer Neighbourhood Teams 
to promote NHW and support their safer neighbourhood 
teams.

• Joining Safer Neighbourhood Team Safer Streets events and 
organising the Three Rivers Safer Streets events.

• Attending police meetings, crime events, volunteer fairs and 
OPALS (Older Person Activity, Learning and Safety) events.

• Working with Police Cadets to include them for further 
developing NHW.

Hertfordshire Police contact: 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.
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Tea and Games on 
the Rec for all the 

Family 
Sunday 21 July 

2pm – 5pm 
Come along to the Hinxworth Recreation Ground on 
Sunday 21 July to enjoy an afternoon of games. 

              
Or for a small charge just relax with friends over a 
cup of tea and a slice of homemade cake.  There will 
also be a cake stall with a selection of cakes on sale 
Families, friends, everyone welcome. A lovely 
afternoon for all. 

 

Yvonne’s Last Soup Lunch
As I am sure most of the Village Voice readers know, a Soup 
Lunch is held in the Hinxworth village hall every month.  Always a 
choice of soups and bread roll followed by a selection of puddings 
and tea or coffee for the princely sum of £3.00. Over the last 
18 months or so nearly a £1000 has been raised and donations 
have been made to many local charities and other worthwhile 
causes.  For the last 17 years Yvonne Tookey has been the brains 
and marvellous organiser of these monthly lunches aided and 
abetted by a staunch bunch of brilliant soup makers.  Sadly for us 
all, Yvonne has now decided it is time to lay down her soup ladle 
– her cooking skills and smiling face from the kitchen will be much 
missed by everyone.  Soup lunch will take place as usual on the 19 
July and Yvonne’s last lunch will be 16 August. 

But don’t despair – the soup lunch tradition will continue under 
new ‘management’ and Yvonne has already agreed to join the 
merry team of soup makers who take turns to cook wonderful 
tasty soups and puddings. Everyone is welcome and we look 
forward to seeing you all as usual in July and August and thereafter 
A big thank you to Yvonne and good luck to the new management.

Chris Hook



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 4th June 2019,  Village Hall. 7.00 pm
Present: Mr R. Cobb (Chairman), Mr N. Tiffin (Vice-Chairman) 
Mr E. Sore, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk) 
Apologies:- Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor.
Other Person Present:- Mike Wade attended with a view to 
being co-opted onto the Parish Council.
1.  Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 

of 2nd May were agreed by the Parish Councillors and 
signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. Proposed by Eric Sore 
and seconded by Nicholas Tiffin.

2/3. Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda / 
Correspondence: Nothing to report.

4.  Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 
agreed to Current Parish Council Funds and the expenditure 
for the current month. Proposed by Nicholas Tiffin and 
seconded by Eric Sore.

 Smaller Authorities (England): The exemption certificate 
has now been signed by the Chairman (Richard Cobb) 
and the Financial Officer Responsible (Wendy Kitchener) 
and will be forwarded PKF Littlejohn LLL (Ref: SBA Team) 
1 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London E14 4HD. 
The accountants responsible for overseeing the Smaller 
Authorities (England).  

 All other relevant documents for the Annual Accounts of 
2018/2019 have been signed and will be posted on the 
Hinxworth Parish Council website by July 2nd. Should any 
resident of Hinxworth require any details or clarification of 
the current accounts/audit please contact Wendy Kitchener 
by email wggk@btinternet.com or by telephone 01767 
313766. The Parish Councillors convey their thanks to Jayne 
Whitfield who carried out the audit.

5.  Planning:  Planning Application 19/01055/LBC Chapel 
House, Chapel Street:- The Councillors agreed unanimously 
to “no objection” to this application. Wendy Kitchener to 
notify NHDC.

 Land at the top of Chapel Street. Following the 
recent requests from Hinxworth Parish Council for a 
representative from North Herts Planning Department 
to visit the site, Richard Tiffin Principal Planning Officer 
kindly agreed to do so. Mr Tiffin discussed, with Mr Potts 
the owner of the site, the concerns of some of the local 
residents and the Parish Council. These are detailed as 
follows:- An area on the land had been reported to have 
been covered in “tarmac”. This has in fact been covered in 
“planings” and rolled out, as Mr Potts explained, for him to 
site his mobile home where he will live temporarily, while 
his project to convert the “Barn” is being completed. He 
has the relevant Planning approval for this. Mr Potts assured 
Mr Tiffin the site fence would be removed on completion 
of the project. Due to the above concerns Mr Potts agreed 
with Mr Tiffin for him to pass his mobile telephone number 
to Richard Cobb Parish Council Chairman so they could 
arrange a separate site meeting to discuss matters further.

 Richard Cobb met with Mr Potts on site on Saturday 11th 
May. The meeting was held in a friendly manner with both 
parties explaining their points and concerns. Mr Potts 
explained that the new hard standing would, in addition 
to accommodating his temporary accommodation, make 
it easy for the lorries delivering to the site to turn around 
and leave, therefore avoiding blocking Chapel Street and/
or Arnold’s Lane. This would also avoid damage to the 
grass verges in the area. Mr Potts also explained the reason 
for the large mound of earth on site. This is topsoil which 
will be re-instated once the hard standing of “planings” is 
removed when the conversion of the barn is complete.     

Mr Potts showed Richard Cobb the new mixed hedging he 
has planted the other side of the “site fence” which will give a 
natural barrier once the fencing is removed when the building 
is completed. Mr Potts is keen to move on with the project 
and the next stage is to move the site gates to the Arnolds 
Lane end of the site. This was a very useful meeting and it is 
good to have an open line of communication between Mr 
Potts and the Parish Council, so as to now be able to discuss 
any misunderstanding and concerns that may occur as the 
project progresses.

6.  Highways: New Inn Road: This has now been resurfaced. The 
Councillors convey their thanks to County Councillor Steve 
Jarvis for arranging for the work to be carried out.

 Outstanding Road Repairs: The High Street and Francis Road. 
Wendy Kitchener is to contact Steve Jarvis for an update as 
to when these will take place.

 Broken Drain New Inn Road: The drain located in New Inn 
road near the junction with the High Street is broken. Wendy 
Kitchener is to notify Gary Henning Hertfordshire Highways.

 Smiley Face Speed Sign: The newly installed sign appears to 
require adjustment as it is still showing “green” when being 
approached at over 30mph. Wendy Kitchener is to notify 
Steve Jarvis. The Councillors are considering having another 
smiley face sign installed at the Edworth end of the Village. 

 Road Repairs on the Hinxworth/Edworth Road in 
Bedfordshire : The Councillors are concerned to the state 
of this road. They agreed David Smyth as Chair of Edworth 
Parish Meeting should be asked to notify Central Bedfordshire 
Council. Wendy Kitchener is to contact David Smyth.

7.  Village Hall:  Richard Cobb is to notify the Village Hall 
Management Committee he is their point of contact for any 
matters appertaining to the Parish Council. 

8.  Recreation Ground: Nothing to report
9.   Tennis Court: The Councillors are mindful of the request 

for this to be used as a Multi-Use Games area. They are still 
looking at various options but costs remain prohibitive. 

10.  Allotments: Nothing to Report.
11.  Any Other Urgent Business: 
 House Contents: - 28 Francis Road: Patrick Cassidy, 

Neighbourhood Officer for Settle the NHDC management 
company responsible for NHDC properties, has notified the 
Parish Council the property has been returned to them and 
the rubbish left on the grass verge will now be cleared.

 Additional Litter Bins: The Councillors have agreed to have an 
additional three litter bins located around the Village to allow 
dog walkers to deposit their bagged “dog pooh” in them. 
Wendy Kitchener is to contact NHDC. 

 The War Memorial: David Osmond, on behalf of the Parish 
Council, has purchased and planted ten rose bushes aptly 
named “Remembrance” roses at the War Memorial. The 
Councillors thank him for his efforts. Arrangements will be 
put in place for these to be maintained.

 War Memorial Clock: The annual maintenance of the clock 
is now due. Wendy Kitchener is to arrange.

 Super-fast Broadband: The Councillors along with other 
residents of Hinxworth are aware the cabling for super-fast 
broadband has been taking place in the Village. It appears 
though that it is unlikely super-fast broadband is to be 
connected to dwelling/businesses in the Village anytime soon. 
Why this is so is not known. Therefore the Parish Councillors 
are to write to request an update from Oliver Heald. Also 
contacting Steve Jarvis, County Councillor and Tim Tyson 
District Councillor. Wendy Kitchener to action.

12: Date of the Next Meeting- Please note the change of date - 
Tuesday July 9th 2019 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council



•

Church Services
7th July 10.15 am,  Family Service,  St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
14th July 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
21th July 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
28rd July 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
  9.30 am, Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

Hundred Tree Target reached.
A big thank you to all who contributed to the Tree Aid effort to 
raise £1000 before the end of June. In total some £1,267 was 
raised for this project, which Her Majesty’s government will 
match bringing the total to £2,534. Tree Aid tell us that this match 
funding will be used to help 1,000 women in Mali to grow their 
way out of poverty through the power of trees. The money we 
raised will continue to fund Tree Aid’s work helping communities 
across the dry lands of Africa. Gift Aid will have increased the 
value of what we raised by some 20%.  

Tree Aid said, “This work just wouldn’t be possible without 
support such as this - thank you!”

Patrick Forbes

SUNDAY JULY 7TH 2019 AT 3PM 

Hill Cottage, Hinxworth,  
Nr Baldock, Herts. SG7 5HR 
R.S.V.P. to  
Simon & Frances Marlow  

Simoncmarlow@gmail.com 
07812689478 

Human rights is not just an ideal 
that we can comfortably wait for  
in some preferred future. It is a 
practical necessity right now for 
the many people in the world 
whose lives have become tra-
gedies through its absence. So 
let’s all help to make human 
rights observed everywhere. This 
is one reason why the work of 
Amnesty International is so im-
portant. So: 

Please support this  
fund-raising event!  

We are asking for a donation of roughly 
£15 per person – young children free! 
Our music room holds about 30 people, 
but we are confident it will again be sunny 
and warm enough for many more people 
to spread out onto the lawn and listen from 
there.  

Tea and cakes will be served – as ever!

2019 Hinxworth Concert for

AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL  

Kathryn Parry - violin;  Simon Marlow - piano 
 Handel Sonata in G Minor, Schubert duo sonata in A Major

WI Meeting - 13th June 2019
Will Fletcher - Inspector of Ancient Monuments, for Historic 
England, spoke to us about the restoration of Wrest Park how 
it came to be in public ownership, restoring the building and the 
landscape, and researching history. For over 600 years the Wrest 
estate was home to the de Greys one of the leading aristocratic 
families in the country. In WW1 it was turned into a military 
hospital for wounded troops but in 1916 it was damaged by 
fire, did not re-open. and was sold. In 1946 the site was bought 
by the Ministry of Works and leased by The National Institute 
of Agricultural Engineers as a research centre of Agricultural 
machinery designing the plough etc. known as Silsoe Ag Research 
Unit. When SRI closed in 2006 English Heritage took over the 
estate where an assessment of the park, house and gardens was 
undertaken and a 20 year plan put into operation. This proved to 
be a mammoth task with the Bowling Green House, Orangery, 
Chinese Bridge and Bath House all in much needed restoration. 
Many aerial photographs were taken  of the grounds and we were 
shown many maps of the park as it was and is now but there is 
still much to do.

Next Month’s meeting:  Thursday 11th July 2019 is “The Garden 
Meeting” to be held at Ogles, High Street Hinxworth by kind 
permission of Mr and Mrs Alan Raynham. Note the change of time, 
now 7pm. Please bring with you, a Folding Garden Chair, Drink, 
Cup, Plate, Fork or Spoon.

Carole Cheney

Andrew’s 3 Peak Challenge update
On 8/9th June myself and 13 others took park in the National 
3 peaks challenge. Walking Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon 
in 24hrs, 7 of us completed. It was a great challenge, tough but 
hugely enjoyable. With your help I have raised over £1400 (inc. gift 
aid) and as a group over £20,000 for the Garden House Hospice. 
Thank you all so much for your support. This money will go a long 
way helping patients and their families.

If you fancy the challenge the GHH will be doing it again next year! 
Contact Richard Harbon for more information. richard.harbon@
ghhospicecare.org.uk

Thank you.

Andrew Tidmarsh https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/atidmarsh

Just Engaged
Miles Baim and  Emma Gordon 
celebrated their engagement 
at a party in Edworth on June 
2. The couple will marry in 
Harrogate on October 27. We 
wish them well.

Patrick Forbes

A Thank you from Wales 
A big thank you to all Viv and Geoff’s friends who have sent cards 
and get well messages following my sudden, recent operation. I am 
now recovering well and hope to see you all soon.  With love from
Hilary.

Newnham Parish Lunch
Newnham annual Parish Lunch was held on Sunday 23rd June at 
Newnham Hall Cottage. £1,817 was raised for St. Vincent’s Church. 
A huge thank you to everyone who cooked and contributed. The 
weather was perfect and the event was well supported by people 
from Edworth, Hinxworth, Ashwell, Caldecote and Newnham. A 
good time was had by all.

Fiona Hughes


