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A Valentine Supper on the 14th February was held in the Village 
Hall to celebrate the 82nd birthday of the WI. 

We were treated to a cooked supper of Beef Lasagne and salad 
followed by a selection of mouth watering desserts. The main 
course for 50 people was cooked and served by the committee, 
and the desserts made by various members.

Before, during and after the meal Sylvia Scales gave us a series of 
quizzes, these proved to be very amusing and thought provoking. 
A game of “Flip the Kipper” was played and most of the players 
and audience laughed their way through it as newspaper Kippers 
were flipped up and down the hall After all that effort a beautiful 
birthday cake made and iced by Jan Youngman was cut, and coffee 
was served, the raffle was drawn and it was felt it had been a most 
enjoyable evening thanks to the hard work of the committee.

Next month’s meeting Thursday March 14th, 7.30pm at the 
Village Hall, Hinxworth. The Speaker is Andrew Waite on “Intro to 
Gemstones”. If you have a gemstone and you don’t know what it 
is, please bring it along.

Carol Cheney

Have you ever bowled indoors? If not, why not try joining one of 
the friendliest groups for miles around? 

The club meets on Thursday afternoons at 2 o’clock in the  
Hinxworth Village Hall. Indoor bowling is gentle and relaxing with 
the merest hint of competitiveness. The first game is followed by 
tea, biscuits and a little natter, then the second game and finished 
by 3.30, all for £3.00. What a bargain!

If you would like to join us contact: 
Bob Scales on 07510808199, or Yvonne Tookey on 742439.

Hinxworth Indoor Bowls Club

Hinxworth & Edworth WI Birthday Party

WANT TO TRY ARCHERY ? 
WHY NOT HAVE A GO 

FREE TASTER SESSIONS AT 
THE RECREATION GROUND  

FRANCIS ROAD, HINXWORTH 
ON 

SUNDAY 17th MARCH 2019 
Between 10 to 12.00 am  

OPEN TO ALL AGES FROM 10 UPWARDS 
JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY 

For further information contact :   
David on 07958 655870 

Sculptor to the Nation
John Mills has an exhibition at 
North Herts Museum, Hitchin. 
The exhibition ‘Sculptor to the 
Nation’ runs from the 23rd 
February - 27th April. 

It features a retrospective 
view of his work, including 
sculptures, drawings, sketches 
and prints.



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Did you see rogue traders in the 
Royston Area?
Between midday and 2pm on Saturday (January 26) 
two men went to the woman’s home in the Bedlam Avenue area 
claiming that their company had previously carried out work 
there. They said they needed to check the roof.
The offenders, who had a ladder with them, ‘checked’ the roof 
and threw down three tiles claiming they were damaged. They 
said it would cost £5,000 to carry out the repairs.
They asked the victim - aged in her 70s - to go to her bank and 
get the cash so that they could start the work.
PC Karen Goodwin, who is investigating, said: “Thankfully the 
woman realised this was a scam and drove to her bank where 
she alerted staff and the police we called.
“Officers went to the woman’s address but the offenders had 
already left.
“The offenders are described as two white men, who are aged 
in their 20s, and had a ladder with them. We believe that a dark 
coloured car parked in Thurnall Avenue and possibly a van that 
was in the area around the time of the offence could be linked to 
the offenders.
“I’m appealing for anyone who saw two men with a ladder in the 
area around the time stated to get in touch as you may be able 
to assist our investigation.”
Anyone with information is asked to contact PC Goodwin by 
emailing, calling the non-emergency number 101, quoting crime 
reference 41/8588/19 or report information online.
Alternatively, you can stay 100% anonymous by contacting the 
independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or via their 
New window untraceable online form

Local Crime Information
Between 13th and 31st January a recycling business was targeted 
in Newnham. The offenders have gained entry by the front fire 
door, they have then stolen a quantity of cables and metals. The 
offender made off in an unknown direction. 41/10079/19 
Between 28th December and 8th January, five vehicles were 
targeted in Ashwell and Bygrave. The offender went from car to 
car through the villages checking for unlocked cars. Cars that 
would open had items removed, from small change to mobile 
phones. CCTV footage showed a young male covering his face 
with a hood and snood and dark clothing. 
On 19th January between 2.42am and 2.55am Ashwell Stores 
was burgled. The offenders have jemmied up the roller shutter 
and have smashed through the front door. Once inside the 
offenders stole cash, cigarettes, alcohol and chocolates. The 
offenders made off towards Gardiners Lane where they entered 
a silver saloon type vehicle possibly a Ford Mondeo. 41/6021/19 
Between 23rd and 25th January there was an attempted burglary 
in High Street, Ashwell. The offenders have entered the rear 
garden of the property and used an unknown implement trying 
to jemmy the bi – fold doors. The offenders then snapped the 
lock to the patio door but this was also unsuccessful and they 
made off over the garden wall. 41/8389/19 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 7th Feb. 2019 village hall.
Present: Richard Cobb (Chairman), Mr D. Osmond, Mr R. Lewis, 
Mr N. Tiffin, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk). 
Apologies: Mr E. Sore, Steve Jarvis Herts County Councillor
1.  The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 

of 3rd January were agreed by the Parish Councillors and 
signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. Proposed by Russell Lewis 
and seconded by Nick Tiffin 

2.  Matters arising not on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.  Correspondence: Nothing to report
4.  Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 

agreed to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed 
by Richard Cobb and seconded by David Osmond.

 The Annual Precept 2019/2020: The Parish Council agreed 
unanimously that the precept should remain at the current 
level of £10,370.00 per annum.

5.  Planning:  Application 19/00081/FPH – 5, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth, SG7 5HL.. The Parish Councillors have agreed 
to “No objection” to this application. Wendy Kitchener is to 
notify N.H.D.C. Planning Department.

6.  Highways:   
The Smiley Face Speed Sign for the Village:- Nick Tiffin is 
still awaiting a response from the “Community Drive Safe 
Scheme” funding application.

 New Inn Road: The work to the surface of the road has been 
successfully completed. The Parish Council conveys their 
thanks to Steve Jarvis for arranging for this to be done. 

7.  Village Hall:  
David Osmond reported the Village Hall Management 
Committee were planning forthcoming events for the year. 
Richard Cobb has received a copy of the audited accounts 
for 2018.

8.  Recreation Ground:   
The Entrance to the Recreation Ground from the Car Park: 
Richard Cobb arranged for the purchase and installation 
of the gate. This has now been successfully completed. 
Additionally the Parish Councillors agreed to view the gate 
at the front entrance to the recreation ground with a view to 
ensuring to making this is more secure.

 The Annual Grounds Maintenance: The Parish Councillors 
agreed to accept David Granger’s quote for the 2019 season.

 Hinxworth Archers:- The annual renewal agreement for 
April 2019 to March 2020 has been be drawn up. The annual 
increase will be 2.0%. This is to be forwarded to David 
Wayman, Chairman, Hinxworth Archers for signature. 

9.  The Tennis Court: David Osmond has checked the court 
and there are no issues that require attention.

10. The Allotments: Nothing to report.
11. Any Other Urgent Business: 
 Local Elections: These will take place on May 2nd 2019. Voting 

in the Village Hall.
 Annual Parish Meeting:- April 4th in the Village Hall at 8.00pm.
 Chapel Street: The Parish Councillors are of the opinion the 

building work has stopped on the parcel of land at the end of 
Chapel Street as the appropriate signs have been removed, 
but the height of the perimeter fence end panel is greater 
than two metres. Therefore they will seek advice from the 
appropriate authority as to how this matter can be resolved.

12: Date of Next Meeting: Thursday March 7th 2019 at 
7.00pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council  



A Farming Diary
Mike has asked me to write a bit about the farm and farming life. If 
nothing else hopefully this will give you one or two things to look 
out for as you walk the footpaths in the local area.

A friend recently told me a story regarding her son’s time working 
for Channel 4 News. He was seconded to the late shift which, 
on this particular night, was missing the latest weather bulletin. 
Believing no-one really took any notice he offered up the previous 
day’s report only to find himself inundated with complaints from 
the national farming community who had immediately picked up 
on his ruse. 

Now while this story does not go very far in dispelling the myth 
that farmers are a curmudgeonly bunch, it does highlight the fact 
that we pay close attention to the weather and avidly follow any 
forecast we can lay our hands on. Hanging out seaweed above the 
door threshold might be going too far but paying attention to the 
attitude of cows in a field and swallows in the air is possibly not. 
There is absolutely nothing we can do about the weather, but it is 
crucial to every aspect of farming and so, whilst the recent cold 
snap may have faded our memories of the summer of 2018, it 
happened to be the driest summer since 1921 and what a glorious 
summer it was. A string of wet harvests and autumns were all 
forgotten and the combines kept rolling gathering the crops, in 
pretty much ideal conditions. It did not stop there, with perfectly 
interspersed showers the autumn cultivations steamed ahead 
without interruption leaving the sowing to be carried out into 
nicely prepared seedbeds.

This growing season, if you follow the Arnold’s Lane footpath from 
Hinxworth towards Arbtree Farm and then straight across the 
field along the footpath that takes you to the back of Ashwell End 
Farm, with the horse paddocks, you will see fields of winter wheat 
which were sown back in October. We grow mainly autumn sown 
crops of wheat, oilseed rape and field beans which are rotated 

around the farm to enhance the soil fertility and help combat the 
build-up of different weeds and certain diseases. 

With global population growth, the intensification of agriculture 
is unavoidable but this in the past was not always carried out 
in way sensitive to the environment. Over the last 25 years 
this, I believe, has slowly been reversed with the help of the 
different environmental schemes available to farmers. With Brexit 
imminent the government has indicated it still strongly believes 
this is where the future of farming lies. Our own countryside 
stewardship scheme has recently come to an end and we have 
applied for and been accepted onto the new mid-tier stewardship 
scheme. Part of this scheme will still include the grass margins 
you see around some of the fields. These remain unsprayed with 
pesticides thus protecting the margins, themselves, as well as the 
ditches and streams and consequently insect life is allowed to 
flourish. This in turn produces a food-bank and breeding place 
for ground nesting birds such as the, endangered, English or 
grey partridge (currently on the RSPB red list) of which there 
is now an increasing population on the farm. They are a beautiful 
bird, especially when compared to their Gallic cousin the red-
leg partridge, and you can see them in groups, known as coveys, 
during the winter but now they are starting to pair up ready 
to breed in the spring. Other farmland birds are also benefiting 
such as the, delightful, corn bunting, chirping happily, as you see 
it fluttering from the telegraph wires, struggling but, apparently, 
oblivious to its own ungainly flight. Even today whilst checking up 
on the ditches, that have just started to flow, I disturbed a large 
flock of finches, fairly rare at this time of year in such numbers, 
from one of our wild bird seed mix areas. These finches, whilst I 
am sure have benefited from the mild winter so far, are making 
the most of the seed available in these areas we have sown with a 
mixture of kale, sunflower, millet and triticale, and there you have 
it, I gain as much pleasure from these sights as I do from our day 
to day business of growing crops.   

Ian Hale

CPRE Hertfordshire Awards 2019 
For those caring about their 
Community and/or the 
Environment

Our Annual Awards Scheme is 
now open and we are inviting 
everyone within Hertfordshire 
to think about the people or 
groups who help improve life 
in their community and/or 
enhance the environment in 
Hertfordshire and nominate 
them for an award.

We want to recognise those who work so hard to protect, 
promote and enhance towns or villages and/or the surrounding 
countryside to make them better places to live, work, go to school 
or enjoy for today and tomorrow.  For example; charities, informal 
groups, events, businesses and individuals of all ages.

“It is great to see individuals and groups receiving recognition for 
their work and contribution to the community” Cllr Jeff Jones.

There is a lot happening across Hertfordshire and we would love 
your readers to nominate, or to spread the word by telling others 
about the awards.  We are happy to receive self-nominations. 

For more information contact gill@cpreherts.org.uk

To make a nomination just download a form from our website 
www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards and return it to us.

Closing date:  31 May 2019

Our judges review the nominations during the summer and the 
Awards are presented at an evening event in October.

Previous nominations have included village halls, histories, village 
greens, gardens and playgrounds.  We have received nominations 
for forests, chalk streams, local nature reserves, health walks and 
woodland restoration.  

Also, riverfly monitoring, a bird box trail, an eco-house and various 
“friends of” groups, a community car scheme, community choirs, 
festivals, community orchards and a lambing weekend.

As well as nominations for businesses and individuals of all ages, 
who make a difference in their community. Someone or something 
in every community deserves to be recognised.

Gill Bryant - Office Manager

Ashwell Flea Market
Ashwell’s famous Flea Market is on16th March, 9.30am - 1.00pm  
in the 14th century church of St Mary’s, Ashwell.

Many weird & wonderful items will be for sale at rock bottom 
prices. All proceeds go to the church restoration fund.  
Refreshments will be served.  

Sheila Hogan



•

Church Services
3rd Mar.  10.15 am, Family Service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
10th Mar. 9.15 am, Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
17th Mar. 9.15 am, Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
24th Mar. 9.15 am, Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth         
          9.30 am, Holy Communion St. Vincent, Newnham 
31st Mar. 9.15 am, Parish Communion St. Nicholas, Hinxworth     

Churchyard Clean-up
We will be getting together with our spades, secateurs, gloves, 
wheelbarrows and trowels on Saturday 13th April at 10am

For our fun annual clear-up of our beautiful churchyard at St 
Nicholas’.  Tea, coffee and biscuits in recompense of hard work!  
Everyone is welcome.

Brenda Smith St Nicholas PCC

Last Few Places
There are a few places left for anyone interested in the village 
outing to National Trust property Belton House,Wednesday 28th 
August, which was advertised in last month’s Village Voice.

If you are interested in this outing please let me know ASAP.  Email 
to sylviamedia@gmail.com or by phone / text to 07950 393021

Sylvia Scales

Ashwell Patients Group
A&E Departments under pressure during the 
winter
In early February Hertfordshire hospitals issued an alert to patients 
informing them that Accident and Emergency Departments in the 
county’s hospitals were experiencing excessive pressure, putting a 
huge strain on resources and creating very long waits for patients, 
especially if the reason for attending is not considered serious. 
Some patients with minor ailments are being referred back to 
their own GPs or pharmacists. It is likely that Cambridgeshire and 
Bedfordshire hospitals are undergoing similar winter pressures. 
The advice given to patients is:

• Only attend A&E if your condition is serious,life-threatening 
or dangerous.

• Only call an ambulance/ phone 999 if your condition is one of 
the above.

• If you are feeling unwell and are not sure which service to 
turn to call NHS 111.This is free and is supported by doctors, 
nurses and pharmacists. They will advise you of the best 
course to follow.

• Book an appointment with your GP or nurse. We now have 
extra “extended hours” appointment slots at the Sollershott 
Surgery in Letchworth. Surgeries always have some slots 
available daily for urgent cases

• Discuss your condition with your local pharmacist.
• Do not go to A&E either as a patient or a visitor with common 

winter illnesses such as chest infection, cough, cold, diarrhoea 
or vomiting. Such ailments are easily spread and could at worst 
lead to the closure of hospital areas.

All being well by the time you read this the situation will have 
eased but actually, whatever the time of year, the advice is the 
same – we should use the service which is most appropriate to 
our condition.

Mass in St Nicholas Church
Fr. Denis from the catholic church of the Holy Trinity & St 
Augustine of Canterbury in Baldock will say Mass on Wednesday 
3rd April 2019 at 7.30pm.

There will be light refreshments in the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth following the service. Everybody is welcome

Linda and Barry Huber

Soup Lunch
Soup lunch will be on Friday 15th March in Hinxworth Village Hall 
from 12.30 - 2pm. Everyone is welcome so come along for some 
lovely homemade soups and cakes.

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
20th March £2.00 per person. 8pm start.

A carpet of aconites & snowdrops in Caroline Smyth’s garden in Edworth.




