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• Village Voice •
Hinxworth and Edworth Village Tidy-Up

Saturday 6th April saw the largest number of Edworth and 
Hinxworth villagers ever to work at clearing the roads of litter 
and rubbish. We started at the Village Hall at 9.30 am where Hilary 
Perricone saw that we were equipped with safety tabards, gloves, 
plastic bags and grabbers. We were either given sectors to work 
on or chose them for ourselves, making sure that Hilary knew 
who and where we were. Then off to work.  I worked with others 
along New Inn Road.  We found all manner of rubbish, the usual 
drinks cans, cartons and bottles, some underwear, a motorcycle 
frame, a complete lavatory pedestal in tasteful pink, a microwave, 
dead rabbits, bits of cars.

The weather was kind, the ditches were dry as I discovered when 
I fell into a shallow leaf filled ditch on the north side of the road 
towards Farrowby Farm.  It was really comfortable! Thanks, Geoff 
Burrows for pulling me out!

Auction of Promises & Things 
Supporting the restoration of 
Ashwell Village Museum

Saturday 15th June 7.30 for 
8pm, St Mary’s Church,Ashwell. 
Entry £3 on the door (incl. glass 
of wine & nibbles)

Previews: Friday 14th June 
7-9pm,Ashwell Parish Room and 
Saturday 15th June from 6pm at 
St Mary’s Church. Advance bids 
welcome. See the wide range 
of interesting and varied Lots. 
www.ashwellmuseum.wixsite. 
com/auction

What started in the 1920s as the local curios that some schoolboys 
exhibited in a garden shed, has grown into the permanent home 

We found a large sales board 
belonging to Taylor’s estate 
agents in Bedford. I rang their 
number and left a message on 
their answering machine to  say 
that we would rather they didn’t 
leave such things lying around in 
Hinxworth. They were too busy 
to answer the call themselves.

After a good morning’s work, 
back to the Village Hall for 
delicious hot cross buns, tea 
and coffee prepared by the W.I. 
who had organised the event. A 
couple of days later and North 
Herts Council had collected 
the mountain of plastic bags 
but left all the other larger 
items because they weren’t 
in bags. Would-be councillor 
Chris Schwick came canvassing, 
I showed him the uncollected 
rubbish and he said he would 
contact the appropriate people 
at the council. He did and they 
came and took the nasty stuff 
away.

Thanks to all who took part, 
especially the children who 
came to help, to Hilary and the 
W.I.

Patrick Forbes

for a unique and important collection covering the long history of 
the village of Ashwell.

The original Museum building is Grade II* listed and is now on 
the Historic England “At Risk” register because of deterioration 
to the structural beams. It was erected in about the year 1500 on 
part of the old market place and was probably some kind of shop 
or office. Later it was known as the Town House. Church wardens, 
parish constables, overseers of the poor and non-conformists   
all held meetings there. It has also been a plait school, a tailor’s 
shop, a dwelling house and a store room. Now it is the village 
museum, the very heart of the village, both metaphorically and 
geographically.

Serious deterioration has been found in some of the structural 
timbers in the old part of the Museum and a major initiative to 
raise funds for this is being undertaken through grant applications 
and local fundraising events and activities.

To find out more about Ashwell village museum www.
ashwellmuseum.org.uk



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Advice to dog owners 
during lambing season
• Lambing season is now well under way.

• Owners must keep their dogs on a lead around livestock.

• If a dog worries sheep, the person in charge of the dog is 
guilty of an offence.

With lambing season now well under way, police are reminding 
dog walkers of their responsibilities while using rural areas.

Under the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953, if a dog 
worries sheep on agricultural land, the person in charge of the 
dog is guilty of an offence.

The act considers ‘sheep worrying’ to include attacking sheep, 
chasing them in a way that may cause injury, suffering, abortion or 
loss of produce, or being at large (i.e. not on a lead or otherwise 
under close control) in a field or enclosure in which there are 
sheep. The act does not require livestock to be killed for this 
offence to be committed.

Sergeant Duncan Wallace, from the East Herts Rural Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, said: “We often find that people do not 
understand the consequences of allowing their dogs to run loose 
near livestock. Sheep are particularly vulnerable and can die or 
suffer aborted pregnancy as a result of fright or the stress of the 
situation, as well as from a physical attack.

“We  all want to enjoy the pleasures of our rural landscape but  
it is crucial that you keep your dog on a lead around livestock, 
especially at this time of year, even if you can usually trust it to 
come when called. If you live in or near an agricultural area, you 
must make sure that your dog cannot escape from your property 
as it may find its way onto land containing sheep.”

In some circumstances, a farmer may shoot a dog which is attacking 
or chasing farm animals without being liable to compensate the 
dog’s owner.

Anyone who witnesses incidents of sheep worrying is asked to 
contact police immediately using 999 if the attack is in progress 
or the non-emergency number 101 if the incident has concluded, 
noting descriptions of the dog involved and its owner. email: chris. 
brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk Tel: 01438 757935

Local Crime Information
On Saturday 2nd March a vehicle was targeted on Caldecote Road, 
Newnham. A window was smashed and gardening power tools 
were stolen, a people carrier type vehicle was seen driving away.

Late on Friday 8th March a local resident of Green Lane, Ashwell 
had super glue poured into the locks of her property causing 
damage.

At 9.37pm on Sunday 10th March a farm workshop was burgled 
in Newnham, A group of approx. 5 males forced the shutters and 
loaded 2 quad bikes onto a trailer which was also stolen from site. 
The offenders made off in a people carrier type vehicle.

Between Monday 18th to Wednesday 20th the Church in Ashwell 
was entered. There was an attempt to break into the vestry which 
was unsuccessful and the charity boxes were damaged and money 
taken.

On Tuesday 19th March, vehicle batteries were stolen from a 
farmyard in Partridge Hill,Ashwell. The offenders were seen in 
a white transit type vehicle and stole the property between 
1.36pm and 1.49pm
Between Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st March, grounds to 
a local business were entered by cutting a fencing. Once inside 
the offender cut padlocks and gained entry to an outbuilding. No 
property was stolen.
On Friday 22nd March, a retired male was targeted at his home 
address in Hodwell, Ashwell. The gentleman had a knock on 
the door and a male asked for a drink of water, the male then 
persuaded the victim to take him out for drinks and food in 
Letchworth. After the food and drink the offender stole the 
victim’s mobile phone and money.
Hertfordshire Police contact: 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
15th May £2.00 per person. 8pm start.

3 Peaks Challenge

On 8/9th June I am taking part in the 3 peaks challenge to raise 
valuable funds for the Garden House Hospice in Letchworth.  
My wife started working as a physiotherapist at the hospice a 
little over a year ago and often talks about the amazing work    
all the staff and volunteers do. I am more aware how vital the 
monies raised from fundraising events are to enable to continue 
running this service which provides care and support to the local 
community for patient and families with palliative & life limited/ 
incurable conditions.

My challenge will involve climbing the highest peaks in Scotland, 
Wales and England in 24 hours starting with Ben Nevis 5pm 
Saturday 8th June, moving to Scafell Pike approx. 3am then our 
final climb up Snowdon at 12pm in hope of completing the 
challenge by 4pm on Sunday 9th June.

In total 24 miles of walking, 3408 meters of elevation, 469 miles of 
driving all in 24 hours….

If you are able and would like to make a contribution to my 
challenge, please visit the following JustGiving page www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/atidmarsh

Andrew Tidmarsh.    Forge Cottage.



A Big Thank You
Grateful thanks to everyone 
for all the best wishes, cards, 
gifts and flowers after my 
recent operations over the last 
six months. It is heart-warming 
and lovely to have so many 
friends who care.

With Love

Marianne Osmond

A chance for all ages to come along and show off your baking 
skills at the Great Cake Off 2019 or if you prefer just come 
along between 1 - 3 pm to view the cakes on show and sit down 
for some tea and cake. 

Categories:
Adults:
1.  Scones with a Twist
2.  Victoria Sponge
3.  Muffins x6
4.  Perfect Brownie x12
5.  Cookies x12 
6.  Big Cake
7.  Fantasy Cake

Rules:
1.   All ingredients must be listed and displayed by entry
2.   All entries must be homemade
3.  You may enter as many categories as you wish
4.  Judge’s decision is final
5.  Entrants to deliver cakes before opening to Hinxworth 

& Edworth Village Hall between 10-10:45 am on the day.  
Cakes need to be displayed on plate, cake board or display 
stand prior to judging at 11:30 am

6.  Scones, Victoria Sponge, Muffins, Brownies, Cookies & 
Cupcakes / Biscuits will be judged between 11:30 & 1 pm.  
Big Cake & Fantasy Cake will be judged from 1 pm

7.  Extra entry forms available from: The Three 
Horseshoes, down loaded from our website: www.
hinxworthandedworthvillagehall.org.uk/events and Jan 
Raynham on 01462 742258

8.  All entry forms and payments to be returned by Sunday 
Friday 2nd June to Jan Raynham, Ogles, High Street, 
Hinxworth.

Children:
8.  Cupcakes x6 min
9.  Shaped Biscuits x6 min

Calling all star bakers, young and old - enter your
masterpieces at the village hall on Sunday 16th June 

Join us between 1-3pm for the judging and prize-giving 
Open to public 1-3pm

 

perfect

brownies
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victoria

sponge

muffins

large cakes
cookies
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biscuits
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Pick your categories:

Adult entries: £3 for first category, then £2 additional categories
Child entries: £1.50 for first category, then £1 additional categories

Child age groups: under 7's, 7-11 years and 12-16 years
12-16 year olds may enter the adult categories - entry fee adult rate

Entry forms available from The Three Horseshoes,
Jan Raynham of Ogles, High Street &

hinxworthandedworthvillagehall.org.uk
All entry forms to be received by Sunday 2nd June

COME ALONG 

FOR 

TEA & CAKE

1 - 3 PM 

Great Cake Off 2019 - Let’s Bake

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
WI Meeting,Thursday April 11th 2019.

This month’s meeting was members night, the evening when 
the members run the proceedings to give the hard-working 
committee an evening off.

Our speaker for the evening was Amy Judd, Assistant curator of 
Royston Museum who spoke to us about the Royston Tapestry. 
This was an idea started 30 years ago by Jane Vincent (an ex- 
curator of the museum) and finally completed this year. The 
tapestry is sewn by local people with the help of a sewing frame 
made by Peter Ketteringham, a well-known Royston carpenter.

The designs are first drawn on paper and then copied on to linen. 
The tapestry depicts local history and starts with an undersea 
picture of coral 6 million years ago, followed by the Ice age, 
showing the Royston Stone which to this day can be seen on  
the cross in Royston (where the traffic lights are in the centre 
of the town). Next the Bronze Age with a picture depicting the 
Heath, followed by the Romans (although there is no evidence  
of a Roman settlement in Royston), Anglo Saxons, the Norman 
Conquest, King Richard 1, who in 1189 granted a market to the 
town which still runs to this day on Wednesdays  and Saturdays.  
It continues with the Black Death, people who died of the Black 
Death were buried in Dead Street (now known as Back Street). 
Then on to King James who had a bachelor pad in Royston as did 

his son King Charles; they had stables and kennels in the town and 
hunted deer etc. on the heath. (This is why Royston has a road 
called Dog Kennel Lane).

The finished tapestry is 25 meters in length and will be shown 
for the first time in Royston Town Hall from Sat 6th to 11th July, 
it will then be carefully packed and taken to other venues to be 
exhibited.

After the talk the committee and members were treated to an 
excellent buffet supper, the raffle was drawn and the committee 
presented custom made Easter eggs,

Next meeting; May 9th 2019. Annual Meeting at 7.30pm in The 
Village Hall, Hinxworth.

Carol Cheney

Prize sponsors needed
The Great Cake Off event organisers are looking for prize 
sponsors if anyone would like to sponsor a prize please contact 
Helene Donohoe (h.donohoe@btopenworld.com) by 12th May.



•

Church Services
5th May 10.15 am,  Family Service,  St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
12th May 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
19th May 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
26th May 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
  9.30 am, Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

Foxhollows Nursery
Foxhollows Nursery  located in 
New Inn Road not far from the 
A1was established in1976. It is 
run by Margaret Dryden Smith 
and specialises in pelargoniums 
(more commonly known as 
geraniums). Margaret has 
around 50 different varieties   
of that are grown from cuttings, 
many of which would not be 
found in the average garden 
centre. These range from 
scented leaf (lemon, orange, 
rose water), ivy leaf, and hybrids 
to large regal varieties.

 As well as pelargoniums the 
nursery stocks a large selection 
of quality plants, including patio 
and baskets plants. Margaret 
will plant up hanging baskets 
and patio pots to order. The 
nursery also sells a variety 
stoneware, including patio pots, 
bird baths, garden ornaments, 
etc. as well as garden compost.

Foxhollows Nursery is open 
7days a week, 9am to 5pm 
from mid-March until late 
summer. 
If you are passing that way, drop in for a visit.

Charity Plants sale
Many people know of my 
love of interesting fruit and 
veg plants. I have some most 
amazing melon, red cucumber 
and heritage tomato plants 
of various varieties for sale. 
I always get too many plants 
and this year I am asking for 
donations of 50 pence each 
towards the Tree- Aid charity.

Anyone is welcome to come 
along and buy some plants at 
22 Francis Road - Tel 01462 
743104

Brenda Smith

 

 

DUST THOSE CLUBS OFF, SEARCH 
FOR YOUR SHOES AND JOIN IN OUR 
FRIENDLY GET TOGETHER 

FRIDAY 7th JUNE  
AT MOUNT PLEASANT GOLF COURSE  
FIRST TEE OFF : 11.40am to 12.30pm   Coffee/Tea/Bacon Roll from 11.00am 

INCLUDES: 
• ROUND OF GOLF + BACON 

ROLL & TEA/COFFEE 
• 3 COURSE MEAL AT THE 

SHOES (7.30 pm sit down) 
• MARQUEE & LIVE BAND 
• GOLF PRIZES 
• CHARITY RAFFLE 

 
 LIMITED TO 24 GOLFERS!! 

 
     HANDICAP GIVEN ON DAY !! 
(club h’cap to be given if available) 
 

CLOSING DATE : 21st MAY 2019 
 
 

£60 
A HEAD 

If interested, please complete form behind the bar and pay in full to Gerry & Julie. 
If you would like your partner or friends to join you in the evening for the meal (£25 per person),  

please give details on form including any dietary needs. 
If you need a Golf buggy please contact Simon on 07483 814973 or book direct with the club. 

Jamie’s Run London to Edinburgh!
I will be completing a multi-
day run from Trafalgar Square 
in London, to Edinburgh castle. 
I am raising money for the 
Willow foundation, a fantastic 
cause who create memorable 
special days for seriously ill 16-
40 year olds.

In April  this  year  I  took  part 
in my first marathon in London, 
and I have since kept up the 
training and have now completed two more in Italy and Spain! This 
however is going to be a different kettle of fish. The challenge will 
take place over about 24 days and will see me travelling around 
450 miles, completely on foot, through the English and Scottish 
countryside!

http://Www.justgiving.com/jamiestepien

NB: Jamie has recently moved to Hinxworth with his family

Jamie Stepien

Copy Date: Please send 
all copy and pictures for the 
June edition by May 20th 
to Mike Wade.  E-mail to: 
villagevoice3@gmail.com   

Soup Lunch
Soup lunch will be on Friday 
17th May in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 - 2pm. 
Everyone is welcome so 
come along for some lovely 
homemade soups and cakes.

Crocodile by Hinxworth village 
pond on April 1st!

Recently snapped!


