
April 2020     for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham   No.223 

• Village Voice •

Hinxworth Community 
Assistance
Are you unable to leave your home because of Covid-19/ 
coronavirus? 

We are a team of local residents who are offering to help people 
in need at this difficult time. We want to make sure that nobody 
is left isolated or without what they need. We do not ask for 
anything in return. 

If you need help, please call, text or email us:

Sophie: 07305 515191

HinxworthHelpers@gmail.com

We have an experienced listener in the village who’d love to keep 
in touch with a phone call or email every couple of days to see 
how you are feeling about everything. All communication would 
be confidential with the listener. If you would like to have regular 
contact, please call or email:

Jayne: 07974 572938

jayne@ehead.co.uk

If you would like to join us to help the community, please call or 
text Sophie on 07305 515191.

Sophie Meissner

Coronavirus and 
Hinxworth’s response
Hopefully all of you will have had a note from Sophie setting out 
details of her new scheme Hinxworth Helpers. 

She is coordinating a good size group of volunteers from the 
village who are willing to help over the coming weeks. Some of 
you have contacted her already and we realise it is still early days 
but you can of course call for help at any stage until this is all over.

The WI have compiled a list of those who might be in the more 
vulnerable category and whom we will be checking on at regular 
intervals. But there may be some of you out there who should 
be on it who we don’t know about. If you think you should be 
included, we don’t need to know the reason, please contact 
Sophie or myself or Dick Cobb. In case you are wondering, by the 
time you read this,Sophie will have added her group to the Herts 
County Council register of volunteer organisations, so that they 
can lend their authority to it.

This is going to be a very trying time but we are a very caring 
community and we will get through this with our spirit intact and 
undimmed.

Best wishes to you all, keep safe and keep well.

Sylvia Scales  - sylviamedia@gmail.com

Tilehouse Fundraising 
evening
To all the people who supported the Tilehouse Fundraising 
evening on Saturday 29th February, I hope you all had a great 
time. I thoroughly enjoyed organising the event and the actual 
event itself.

Big thanks to Anna and Connor for working the bar on the 
evening for free, Gerry and Julie for supplying the drinks at trade 
and setting up the bar / glasses etc. at no charge. The two fab 
chefs – Fenton and Nick for 
doing such a great job on the 
evening. I am not so sure they 
will fancy making Thai Chicken 
Curry again for a long time.

A big thank you to everyone 
who donated a raffle or 
auction prize. Sonja and Jayne 
for selling the raffle tickets. 
We raised £3474.37 as I got an 
extra £50 after the event Sue 
Barnes a Director at Tilehouse 
wrote and thanked everybody 
who supported the evening and advised that the funds will go 
directly into their young people’s counselling service and will help 
in addressing the long waiting list they have for these services.

Thanks
Les Whitfield

Support for our NHS
On Thursday night March 26th at 8pm, everyone countrywide was 
invited to applaud from their windows, doorsteps and balconies, 
those brave NHS workers looking after our loved ones. This 
was the result of the “Clap for Carers” campaign and brought 
together the whole country to thank the NHS workers who are 
relentlessly battling the coronavirus pandemic.  It resulted in large 
numbers of people across the UK participating in this applause.

The campaign had been circulating on social media for some 
days. The campaign organisers staged it because “during these 
unprecedented times they (NHS staff) need to know we are 
grateful”.Our frontline NHS staff face an unprecedented challenge, 
other than staying at home, the best thing we can do in return is 
to thank those risking their own health to help others. 

The good people of Hinxworth showed their support in coming 
together to applaud the NHS workers.

Some residents in Francis Road, Hinxworth join in the applause



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Protect your vehicle from 
catalytic converter theft
Hertfordshire Constabulary is offering drivers and businesses 
the opportunity to protect their vehicles from thieves targeting 
catalytic converters.

Following a rise in these kinds of thefts across the country and 
in Hertfordshire the Constabulary has acquired security marking 
kits, which can help to deter thieves from stealing the units. There 
has been a great response so far from drivers wanting to take the 
chance to make their vehicles secure.

Catalytic converters, which are fitted to vehicle exhaust systems, 
are targeted by thieves because of the precious metals they 
contain. Due to where these units are located on the vehicle they 
are difficult to access and remove.

Inspector Nicola Dean, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Crime 
Reduction Unit said: “Thieves have been targeting specific models 
and we have been offering free security marking to owners of pre 
2008 Honda Jazz models, Toyota Prius (2004 to 2016 inclusive) 
and Toyota Auris (2012 to 2018 inclusive). Anyone who would like 
to arrange free catalytic convertor marking can contact Crime 
Prevention Officer Darren Cowell or by calling 01707 354668. 

“We urge the public to remain vigilant and report incidents of 
suspected catalytic converter theft, particularly where people are 
trying to get under cars in public car parks or on public roads. If 
you see this happening, please call 999 immediately.”

In order to minimise the chance of becoming a victim of catalytic 
converter theft we offer the following advice:

• Lock your car in a garage when parked at night.
• When use of a garage is not possible, park close to fences, 

walls or a kerb with the exhaust being closest to the fence, 
wall or kerb to make theft difficult.

• Consider fitting CCTV on your home or driveway, to help 
deter thieves.

• Use PIR or LED security lighting to make your vehicle more 
visible and this can also act as a deterrent.

• If your catalytic converter is bolted on, consider having the 
bolts welded to make removal difficult.

• Fit protective coverings on catalytic converters, such as the 
Toyota manufactured CATLOC device, (these are made for 
Toyota Prius made between 2004 and 2009) as these can make 
it much more difficult for thieves.

• Have your catalytic converter etched or forensically marked, 
and put stickers in the windscreen to say this has been done.

• Look for car parks with a Secured Car Park sign which have 
recognised levels of security. If you have a garage at home, 
ensure you use it and lock it properly.

• Noisy gravel on your drive can help deter a would-be thief, as 
they don’t want to alert you to their approach.

Road Policing Unit support national 
mobile phone campaign
Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Road Policing Unit is reminding 
the public not to use their mobile phones while driving or face a 
minimum £200 fine and six points on their license.

The warning comes as the NPCC launches its mobile phone 
campaign this month, which will see officers targeting motorists 

using hand-held devices while behind the wheel. 

Chief Inspector Jon Roche, Head of Roads Policing for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire said: “Using a hand-held device 
while driving means taking your concentration and your eyes off 
the road. That’s incredibly dangerous and puts you and other road 
users at significant risk. Our message is don’t do it. Wait until you 
reach your destination or make sure you park safely first.”

Last year more than 1,100 people across Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire were caught using their mobile 
phones while driving. The majority of offenders were men (80%) 
and over half (59%) were aged between 20 and 39. 534 of these 
offenders were caught in Hertfordshire.

People who have passed their driving test within the past two years 
and are caught using their phone will automatically be disqualified 
from driving and need a re-test with the DVLA. The penalties for 
using a mobile phone while driving can be higher if a case goes to 
court

Hertfordshire Police 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

School Nursing
For all of you that have a child in primary or secondary schools in 
Hertfordshire and are on Instagram.

Please follow the Hertfordshire School Nursing Account on 
Instagram:- hct_schoolnursing

You will get health information and health updates for primary and 
secondary school children run by the School Nursing Team.

If you need any help or advice from a School Nurse please call 
our Duty Line on 0300 123 7572 which is manned by a Qualified 
Specialist Public Health Nurse.

If you would like to know what services we provide, all the 
information is on our website:-

www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sharon Dawson

Foxhollows Nursery
Foxhollows Nursery have decided to close the until further 
notice. Should anyone wish to contact the nursery, please phone 
Margaret.   01462 733138.

Margaret Dryden-Smith

Hinxworth Archery Club
Due to the restrictions in place due to the Coronavirus outbreak 
Hinxworth Archery Club regret that there will be no Archery 
practice for the next few months until such time as conditions 
permit.  

Those who booked places on the April beginner’s course will be 
contacted as soon as we know the new starting date. Keep Safe.

David Osmond



Hinxworth Parish Council
Dear Resident,

Just a short note from the Parish Council. We have taken the 
decision to halt further Parish Council meetings which includes our 
APM on the 2nd April 2020, we are legally obliged to hold an APM 
by the 1st June. This date may alter with government intervention 
because of the Covid-19 outbreak. We hope to resume in June. We 
will keep you updated with any relevant news or issues.

We have had to cancel our 8th May Street Party for the War 
Memorial Celebrations, we will rearrange to a new date as the 
situation becomes clear. The great thing is we were up to 70 + 
people  booked to attend with 8 weeks to go ! Our target of 100 
will easily be met which I feel says a lot about Hinxworth. This 
event will have even more significance once this terrible time is 
behind us.

This pandemic has changed the way we all live, residents in the 
village appear to be sticking to the Government’s orders, which is 
tough but so necessary.

From a personal view point the closure of The Three Horseshoes 
is the toughest! The Parish Council wish our Landlord and Lady 
Gerry and Julie all the very best. This a crushing blow to any 
business, we hope to see the doors open as soon as possible.

On the positive side; living in the Hinxworth, the best of human 
kindness always comes through. Sophie Meissner & Sylvia Scales 
have joined forces to help those in the Village affected by the 
Covid-19 lock-down. Get yourself on their list should you feel in 
any way that you need some help.

They will be registered with Herts County Council #TeamHerts 
Volunteering so the Police & Social Services are aware for the 
safety of residents.

If you are contacted by persons who you do not know offering 
help, be very careful. If you are concerned, refuse them. Ring 
another resident to help you, then email herts.police.uk/contact 
or call their non-emergency number 101.

Fibre Broadband. The Parish Council were informed that 
the final work was completed for full connection for Hinxworth 
residents on 13th March. The three private roads have yet to be 
connected, but this is in-hand as I write. Given what we are going 
through at present that is great news.A big thank you to those in 
the village who fought for this over many years, well done.

And the last bit of positive news is that Francis Road is still on 
schedule to be “surfaced” in May with the High Street to be done 
in June. Stay Safe 

Richard Cobb - Chair of Hinxworth Parish Council.
https://www.hinxworth-pc.org.uk

Ashwell at Home 2020
I’m sorry to tell you that Ashwell at Home 2020 has been cancelled. 
The next Ashwell at Home will now be on Sunday 16th May 2021 
and full information will be circulated early next year.

Nicki Holmes

Church Services

The Bishop of St Albans has ordered all Anglican churches 
to close with immediate effect, so Saint Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth, will be closed and there will be no church services 
there until we are allowed to open the church again. 

The concert by the Baldock Community Orchestra on June 6th 
has been postponed.

Go well and God bless.

Patrick Forbes

Copy Date: Please send all copy / pictures for May edition by 
April 20th to Mike Wade.  E-mail: villagevoice3@gmail.com   

Cause for Hope
I have been much cheered and heartened by the way in which 
people are helping one another through this crisis. Thank you to 
those who have got in touch to ask how we are doing and to 
offer help. One of the good things about being almost confined to 
our home is the chance and the time to listen to good things on 
the radio. A friend told me about “A Point of View” on Radio 4 on 
Sunday April 22 broadcast at 08.45. It was by Michael Morpurgo, 
writer and poet, who wrote “War Horse”. The short talk, 
“Cause for Hope” can be accessed by following this internet link:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000gc5t  

It will be available for a year, so there’s no rush. It is also available 
on the BBC Sounds App, whatever that is. Do listen, it’s a great 
piece for a troubled time.

Go well, go safe and God bless,

Patrick Forbes

NHDC temporarily stops food and 
garden waste collections in North 
Herts
From Monday 30 March, North Hertfordshire District Council 
(NHDC) will be suspending collection of food waste caddies and 
garden waste until further notice.

All food waste should now be placed into your purple refuse bin.

We have made these changes, due to the unprecedented 
circumstances we are faced with during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. By suspending collection of food waste and garden 
waste, this means we can prioritise the collection of refuse and 
recycling and hope that changes made will help us to maintain a 
sustainable level of service during staff shortages

Polite Notice from Thorns Farm
Following some Vandalism

Please keep off the whole site, including the outbuildings. It is a 
building site and VERY dangerous NOT a playground. We don’t 
want anyone to get hurt. 

Chris and Julie Benham



Ashwell patients playing an 
important role in keeping 
themselves safe
There is a lot that individual patients can do to keep themselves 
safe when they are in hospital. To this end Guys and St Thomas’ 
Hospitals have produced a safety card to help individuals avoid 
unnecessary mishaps. The information is of use to friends and 
family who might be visiting patients too. Although the card has 
been produced by these London hospitals its content is valid 
anywhere. To see it follow this link:
www.guysandstthomas.nhs.uk/patients-and-visitors/patients/
inpatients/safety-card.aspx

Peter Chapman

For gluten free please advise when ordering 
All food is prepared in our kitchen where nuts and cereals containing gluten and other allergens are present and our menu descriptions do not include all in-

gredients. If you have a food allergy or intolerance, please let us know before ordering and we will advise you accordingly. 
So be warned! Our Ice cream is cold, our coffee is hot, and our kitchen contains nuts! 

Take away Menu 

Beer Battered Cod             12.9 
Landlord beer battered cod served with rosemary salted chips, mushy peas, tartare  
sauce & lemon wedge 
Ham & Eggs (gf)                 10.9 
Hand carved honey roasted ham served with 2 free range eggs, rosemary salted chips  
& peas   
Steak & Ale Pie              12.9 
Served with mashed potatoes, market vegetables and gravy 
Buttermilk Chicken Caesar Salad           11.9 
With smoked streaky bacon, anchovies, herby croutons & home made Caesar dressing 
Chicken Green Thai Curry               12.5 
Tender pieces of chicken breast in a medium Thai spiced sauce with lime leaves and  
served with basmati rice 
Pan Seared Crispy Duck Breast               14.9 
Served with plum sauce, dauphinoise potatoes and kale 
Chorizo and Broad Bean Risotto          11.9 
Spanish sausage & Italian rice. Simple!        
Butternut Tagine (ve)                        12.9 
Red onion, chick peas and cranberries served 
with roasted veg cous cous 
Pan Fried Seabass (gf)                      12.0 
Served with crushed new potatoes and market vegetables 
 
Please order on the day before you require your delivery. Telephone or message Julie 
on 07772919553. 
We will deliver to your door free of charge. Available Wednesday lunch, Friday lunch, 
Friday evening, Saturday evening and Sunday Lunch (Roast dinners available on  
Sundays). 
All of our food is served on our crockery. If this can be available for collection within 24 
hours from your doorstep this would be appreciated. 
 
To avoid contact where necessary BACS payments are accepted to the following bank 
account   -  The Three Horseshoes  - Account number 64447146  -  Sort Code 55-50-44 
Many Thanks for your continued custom. Stay safe Hinxworth. 
 
If you don’t see what you fancy on the above menu, please talk to us. We will  
accommodate where possible. 

Beer Battered Cod 12.9
Landlord beer battered cod served with rosemary salted chips, mushy peas, tartare 
sauce & lemon wedge
Ham & Eggs (gf) 10.9
Hand carved honey roasted ham served with 2 free range eggs, rosemary salted 
chips & peas
Steak & Ale Pie 12.9
Served with mashed potatoes, market vegetables and gravy
Buttermilk Chicken Caesar Salad 11.9
With smoked streaky bacon, anchovies, herby croutons & home made Caesar 
dressing
Chicken Green Thai Curry 12.5
Tender pieces of chicken breast in a medium Thai spiced sauce with lime leaves 
and served with basmati rice
Pan Seared Crispy Duck Breast 14.9
Served with plum sauce, dauphinoise potatoes and kale
Chorizo and Broad Bean Risotto 11.9
Spanish sausage & Italian rice. Simple!
Butternut Tagine (ve) 12.9
Red onion, chick peas and cranberries served with roasted veg cous cous
Pan Fried Seabass (gf) 12.0
Served with crushed new potatoes and market vegetables

Sunday Roasts
All served with roasted potatoes,
Yorkshire pudding, seasonal vegetables and gravy  11.9
Topside Beef
Pork Loin
1/2 Roasted Chicken
Vegetable Wellington

Please order on the day before you require your delivery. Telephone or 
message Julie on 07772919553.
We will deliver to your door free of charge. Available Wednesday lunch, 
Friday lunch, Friday evening, Saturday evening and Sunday Lunch.
Sunday Roasts - Available Sunday lunch time from 12.30 to 3.00.
All of our food is served on our crockery. If this can be available 
for collection within 24 hours from your doorstep this would be 
appreciated.
To avoid contact where necessary BACS payments are accepted to the 
following bank account: 
The Three Horseshoes - Account number 64447146 - Sort Code 55-50-
44 
Many Thanks for your continued custom. Stay safe Hinxworth.
If you don’t see what you fancy on the above menu, please talk to us. 
We will accommodate where possible.

For gluten free please advise when ordering
All food is prepared in our kitchen where nuts and cereals containing gluten and other allergens are 

present and our menu descriptions do not include all in- gredients. If you have a food allergy or intoler-
ance, please let us know before ordering and we will advise you accordingly.

So be warned! Our Ice cream is cold, our coffee is hot, and our kitchen contains nuts!

Soup Lunch
In view of the recent 
Government guidelines and 
our own common sense the 
Soup  Lunches planned for 
April and May will be cancelled.  
Hopefully it will be business 
as usual in June and some 
normality will return.  Many 
thanks everyone for all your 
support and hope to see you 
all again in a couple of months.”  

Chrisi Hook

Hinxworth Village Hall Closure
Due to concerns about Covid-19 (coronavirus), all village hall 
bookings for March and April have regrettably been cancelled as a 
precautionary measure.  Updates on the status of future bookings 
will be made on our website and Facebook page.  Apologies for 
any inconvenience.

If any groups or clubs wish to retrieve any items from the hall such 
as equipment or perishable goods, please do so, but let a member 
of the committee know you are going or have been please.

The Village Hall Management Committee

Children’s Playground Hinxworth Rec.
Due to the pandemic lock-down the children’s playground at the 
Hinxworth Recreation ground is closed until further notice.

Hinxworth Parish Council

Hedgehog Safety Alert !
People are out with their garden strimmers already and the 
hedgehogs are getting cut to ribbons in their nests. People need 
to be made aware of what these garden tools are capable of. 
Put away the strimmers and mowers and let the grass grow and 
avoid injuring wildlife and nesting animals and birds. Leaving long 
grass and untidy verges is essential for encouraging wild flowers 
and biodiversity anyway.  With the loss of most of our traditional 
meadow land through agricultural change, our largest nature 
reserve is now represented by roadside verges, an important 
habitat which extends to perhaps half a million acres. They are a 
vital reservoir of wildlife, especially of wild flowers.

Photo of  the Great Spotted Woodpecker courtesy of Peter and Katrina 
Hoskins, taken in their garden.


