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A blooming transformation has taken place at Hinxworth 
allotments. A year ago just a few keen gardeners were battling 
against the odds surrounded by weeds and unkempt plots. We 
wondered how long the allotments would survive given the 
apparent lack of interest.

Then along came Covid-19 and the lockdown.

Suddenly existing allotment holders discovered a renewed interest 
and a crop of new aspiring gardeners joined the fold. It was hard 
work at first, but with all the time in the world, and nothing 
much else to do, the allotments provided a welcome escape from 
lockdown. It almost felt like a guilty secret spending long sunny 
spring days in such an idyllic location. Surely someone would ban 
allotments as a dangerous pastime and order us to go home!

But no, the Government gave allotments their blessing and we 
were allowed to continue our hobby unhindered. So we kept calm 
and carried on.

Combined with the hottest spring on record, lockdown provided 
the perfect opportunity to create something special.

Update on the recreation ground: Further to my notes in the 
July Village Voice we have had the front gates padlocked to help 
discourage the groups of people miss-using this open space.   
Along with the help and extra visits from PCSO Chris Brabrook 
we appear to have stopped the problem. So we have reopened 
the gates from the 23rd July.

While the gate were locked we did give local residents the code 
so they could use the gate instead of walking thorough the car 
park. Unfortunately within two days the padlock and chain were 
stolen!

Another lock and chain had to be purchased and the code 
withheld.

A Blooming Transformation
Families appeared - socially distanced of course - with spades, 
forks, rotavators, strimmers, and the odd bottle of beer or wine. 
The atmosphere was very special as the air filled with cheery 
greetings across the plots.

Slowly but surely the landscape began to change as planting and 
sowing got under way. Long, hot days followed as the allotment 
holders struggled to keep their young plants watered and alive.

Now, in mid-summer, all that hard work is bearing fruit and the 
gardeners are reaping the rewards of their labours. New skills 
have been learned, new friends made, and the joy of growing your 
own food shared.

Every kind of veg you can imagine is being grown, with lots more 
on the way.  The joy of gardening is now well established and the 
once neglected allotments are thriving. There is even a waiting list 
for plots. 

Blooming marvellous!

Tony Lloyd

The new gates to the Village Hall car park will remain locked while 
the hall remains closed. The code for the padlock has been given 
to groups such as the Hinxworth Archers.

The memorial clock is back working , it’s good to hear the chimes 
again.

Its great to see the “Shoes” reopen ,good luck to Gerry and Julie 
with the running of it in the “new normal!”

Keep safe,

Richard Cobb - Chair of Hinxworth Parish Council.

Update from Hinxworth Parish Council



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Look out for signs of 
large gatherings in your 
local community
Police are asking local communities, particularly those in rural 
areas, to be alert to the signs of large and unlicensed gatherings 
following an incident near Dacorum recently.

With the recent warm weather and gradual easing of the 
Government’s lockdown measures, many people have let down 
their guard and flocked to beaches, parks and beauty spots to soak 
up the sun. However social-distancing is still very much in place, 
meaning large gatherings still cannot happen while the country 
continues its efforts to prevent the spread of coronavirus.

Last month, officers in Dacorum turned away a vehicle at Pitstone 
Quarry, just over the border in Bedfordshire. The vehicle contained 
large speakers and its occupants admitted that they were planning 
to play music at a large gathering at the well-known beauty spot.

Chief Inspector Chris Treadwell, who leads Hertfordshire’s 
Crime Reduction and Community Safety Team, said: “Not only 
are unlicensed raves illegal but in the current circumstances, they 
clearly breach the Government measures stating there must be no 
large gatherings in order to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.

“These types of events are dangerous for attendees as there 
are often no crowd control measures, medical staff or security 
provision on site. Many people will likely accuse us of being 
spoilsports but we are here to keep the people of Hertfordshire 
safe.

These unlicensed gatherings also pose difficulties for emergency 
services who, if in the event they are needed on the site, could 
struggle to access those who need help if no pre-planning has been 
undertaken by organisers.

Therefore, we would like to appeal for the public’s help and ask 
them to be alert to any suspicious activity in their communities. 
Often rave organisers choose rural locations so we are asking 
those living in these areas to remain vigilant, ensure their land is 
properly secured and report any suspicious activity to us. However, 
these events often also take place in industrial areas so we are 
asking everyone to keep an eye out. The key to stopping these 
events in their tracks is early intelligence so please let us know if 
you, or anyone else you know, has been approached looking for 
land to hire, even if the activity appears genuine.

“Those who organise these unlawful events will face the full force 
of the law in the form of arrest and prosecution. Those who 
choose to attend these events will also face enforcement action 
and could receive a criminal record.  You could be risking your life 
by attending. Please, think twice.”

Please be aware of the signs to spot, and inform the police if you 
see the following:

• Cropped bolts on gates
• Flattened or disturbed hedgerows
• People in vehicles stopping to look into a field
• People climbing over a fence or gate to look into a field
• Posters or social media messages advertising a large 

gathering

• Vehicles entering fields or open spaces
• People unloading sound equipment

You can report information online, launch an online web chat or 
call the non-emergency number 101.

Hertfordshire Police 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

Thank You All
Thank you to everyone who sent best wishes, cards, flowers and 
cake to Joe following his motorbike accident. He is making slow 
but steady progress since having his pelvis, hip & knee pinned and 
screwed, but his arm still may need operating on. You may see him 
around and about in his wheelchair, but he is making progress with 
his walking. Slow and steady wins the race.

 Jan, Mark, Naomi, Joe & Leyah.

WI Glorious Gardens
All garden photo’s sent in by WI members

Copy Date: Please send all copy / pictures for September edition 
by August 20th to Mike Wade.  E-mail: villagevoice3@gmail.com   



Hinxworth and Edworth WI
July Meeting
Once again Sylvia Scales (president) hosted a very successful on-
line meeting.  Normally the July meeting is a garden meeting when 
members can enjoy the delights of a fellow member’s garden, but 
lockdown restrictions prevented this from happening.  But, ever 
resourceful, we still had a meeting, very much enjoyed by all.  

Firstly though Sylvia read out some WI announcements, including 
a request for members to send in pictures of their “glorious 
gardens” to the Village Voice for inclusion in future issues.  She also 
issued a private invite to fellow WI members to visit her garden at 
the beginning of August (all social distancing to be observed).  

On Saturday 8th August a number of other WI members are also 
opening their gardens to colleagues.  Sylvia agreed that she would 
arrange a rota system for this event so that not too many people 
were in any one garden at the same time.  Jan Youngman was next 
up on our screens to give a brief up-date on her son Joe who, as 
we know, had a recent and very serious  motorbike accident.  Jan 
was happy to tell everyone that Joe was now home from hospital, 
albeit still bed-bound and with a long road to recovery in front of 
him.  Such good news.  

Sylvia then introduced the evening’s speaker - Sarah Slater.  Sarah is 
a costumed tour guide at Hampton Court Palace and her talk was 
entitled “Sex, Secrets, Scandal and Salacious Gossip of the Royal 
Court, 1660 to 1830”. In her talk  Sarah disclosed all the naughty 
bits of history that we never learnt about at school including all the 
many  sexual diseases of the time and the bizarre methods used 
to prevent them! Warning, this talk was not for the prudish, it was 
fun but not rude!  

The evening finished with the on-line raffle, this time was won by 
Janet Fair – a delightful pot full of flowering plants all ready to stand 
on the patio.  

Chrisi Hook

Soup Lunch Donations to Charity
I am happy to be able to tell everyone that £300 from Soup 
Lunch funds has now been donated to some local charities and 
organisations.  

We have sent £100 to East Anglia Air Ambulance (nominated by 
Carol Cheney and Jan Youngman) and £50 each to the North 
Herts and Stevenage branch of The Samaritans (nominated by 
Jayne Whitfield who is a volunteer at that branch), The Garden 
House Hospice and British Schools Museum Hitchin (nominated 
by Heather Baim who volunteers at both of these organisations) 
and Gaddesden Place, Hemel Hempstead  Riding for the Disabled 
Centre (an organisation close to my heart). 

This leaves a small residue of money as a start-up fund for when 
we can once again enjoy the Friday Soup Lunches.  Thank you to 
everyone for past and future support. 

Chrisi Hook

WI Creative Corner
WI members have been very creative during the lock-down period, this is 
another example sent in by Jean Brown.

Thank you Katrina!
I would like to send a huge thank you to Katrina for giving me my 
first few injections last week. After watching Sue practice in the 
hospital I was worried that I might get pinned to the floor!!

However, under Katrina’s  watchful and caring eye Sue is able to 
do them now.

Dave, Summer Barn, Edworth

Gin and Jazz at the Three Horseshoes
An enjoyable sunny afternoon was spent at the Three Horseshoes 
on Sunday 26 July, where once again we were entertained by Miss 
Jones and her Jazz Band. The band played many classic jazz numbers 
to a full garden as all the socially distanced tables were taken.  Good 
food, drinks and music were enjoyed by all.

It was good to see the Three Horseshoes busy again and to have a 
sunny afternoon of relative normality, it was much needed. Thanks 
to the Gerry and Julie for your continued hard work.

Fibre to your house
Vicky Scales had been working hard to chivvy the various bodies 
about getting the rest of the village connected.

She writes a blog for the village on a website: hinxworth.info

On a post. dated 5th July she has written a detailed report about 
how and where to apply for fibre to be connected to your house. 
She does add that the prices she quotes were out of date the same 
day that she listed them!

If you are interested, you might find this website useful in making 
decisions about who to go with or whether you are eligible for 
fibre.

Sylvia Scales



Church Services
2nd August 10.15 am, Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
9th August  9.15 am, Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
16th August 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
23rd August 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
  9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
30th August 9.15 am Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Secure your bicycle this 
summer
As the country emerges from lockdown and people are starting 
to get out and about more, Hertfordshire Constabulary is advising 
cyclists to ensure their bicycles are secure at all times.

Summertime generally sees an increase in the number of people 
cycling and criminals are also on the lookout for easy targets, 
so the best way to keep your bike safe is to follow our security 
advice.

Crime Prevention Officer Colin Mann, from Hertfordshire 
Constabulary’s Crime Reduction Unit, said: “We started using a 
new bike marking system earlier this year, www.bikeregister.com. 
The system involves permanently and visibly marking a bike with 
a unique ID code which is applied to the bike frame on a tamper 
resistant QR label. This code proves ownership and places the 
details on Bike Register’s secure national database. Not only does 
the register deter thieves, it also alerts police that the bike is 
registered, so if it is stolen and then recovered, the code can be 
checked on the database to verify the true owner and we return 
it.”

The following advice will also help to keep your bike more secure:

• Invest in good quality security. Spend between 10-15% of 
the value of the bike on its security. 

• Lock your bike frame AND wheels to something using two 
different types of lock! Just using a chain and lock around 
a bike frame and wheels without locking it to something 
sturdy leaves your bike vulnerable to being taken. But 
locking only the frame or the wheels to something could 
result in unsecured parts being stolen.

• Use a chain and D-lock combination - avoid cable locks. 
Cable locks offer little deterrent to thieves as they are easy 
to cut with basic cable cutters, hacksaws and even wire-
cutters. See our advice and recommendations below on 
locks.

• Lock your bike to something secure. Where possible secure 
your bike to a bike rack, pedestrian railings or some other 
large and tough object. Avoid locking to street signage – 
some are not very high, which makes it easy to lift bikes 
over the top of the post. Thieves may also unbolt the sign 
to do this.

• Natural surveillance. Lock your bike where you can see it. If 
this is not possible, find a busy area.

• Security at home. Most bicycles are stolen from home so 
ensure your sheds, outbuildings and garages are secure. 
Consider installing ground anchors if you have a concrete 
floor. If not, look for security rated products specifically for 
wooden and metal sheds.

• Bike registration. Register your bike on The Bike Register, 
a free online property database which police use to check 
stolen property. That way, if your bike does get stolen, you 
have more chance of it being returned to you. You can find 
further advice on securing bicycles and other valuables at 
www.herts.police.uk/protectyourproperty.

If you have any information about the bike thefts call the non-
emergency number 101. You can also report information online 
at herts.police.uk/report or speak to an operator in our Force 
Communications Room via our online web chat, which can be 
launched here: herts.police.uk/contact.

Alternatively, you can stay 100% anonymous by contacting the 
independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or via their 
untraceable online form at crimestoppers-uk.org.

Hinxworth Children’s 
Playground Re-opens
The Children’s Playground at Hinxworth Recreation ground re-
opened in July after the easing of the lockdown restrictions.  The 
play equipment and the matting area around the equipment has all 
been pressure washed and the area tidied up. 

Before entering please note the Public Notice on the playground 
gate and follow the guidelines below:

• Follow the current social distancing guidelines and 
encourage your children to do the same

• If the playground is busy, consider coming back at a later 
time. Talk to your children about this possibility before 
visiting.

• Wash your hands and your children’s before and after 
visiting. Take hand sanitiser with you and consider taking a 
bottle of water to wash your children’s hands

• Follow and adhere to all current government advice in 
addition to the above guidance

Stay Safe

Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth High Street Re-surfaced
Hinxworth High Street re-sufaced at last, no more pot holes and 
an empty road!


