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Hinxworth War 
Memorial Centenary
This year marks the centenary year of the Hinxworth War 
Memorial and Clock Tower. To celebrate this special occasion 
Hinxworth Parish Council is organising a Family Village Street 
Party on the 75th VE Day Anniversary Bank Holiday, Friday 8th 
May.   

The Street Party is to be held in The Close just behind the War 
memorial with the agreement of the residents of the Close.  The 
party is open to all villagers of Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth 
and Newnham from 12.00 - 2.00 pm. 

Tables will be provided on a first come first served basis but 
please bring your own food, drinks and chairs.

An email address has been set up so that we can have a good idea 
of the number of people coming. 

If you would like to come please email Sylvia Scales at 
100yearscelebration@hinxworth.info

and tell Sylvia how many adults / children will be in your party. 

Further details to follow in the next few months.

The Big Tidy Up a Community Effort
Bring the family,  gather the troops and join us at the Hinxworth 
village hall at 10am on Saturday 28th March, to take part in our 
annual clean-up of the local verges, ditches and hedges.

We suggest you wear wellies, gardening gloves and warm clothing 
but will provide litter pickers, bags, hi-vis tabards and some gloves.

You will be well rewarded at 12 o’clock when we all meet back at 
the village hall for tea and a hot cross bun!

Sylvia Scales

Newnham Parish Lunch, 
The Annual Newnham Parish Lunch will be held at Newnham 
Hall Cottage on Sunday 28th of June at 1pm, Tickets from 
Fiona Hughes 01462 742709 or Audrey Whalley 01462 742517.  
Details will follow at a later date.

Fiona Hughes

Family Village 
Street Party
 in 
The Close 
(just behind the War 
Memorial)

VE Day Bank 
Holiday
Friday 8th May 
12.00 - 2.00pm 

 

Come and celebrate 
this special 
occassion.

Tables provided.

Bring your own 
food, drinks and 
chairs

Raffle and more ......

Fund Raising Event for 
Tilehouse Counselling
Saturday 29th February

7pm to 11.30pm

Hinxworth Village Hall

£20.00 per ticket

Glass of Prosecco on arrival

DJ Les on the Decks

Nick and Fenton creating a top 
tasting Thai Green Chicken 
curry (veggie option available) 
followed by home made desert.

Auction and raffle on the night.

Tilehouse Counselling is 
a charity that provides 
professional counselling in 
Hitchin and North Herts. They 
offer a free, confidential service for young people aged 13 to 18, 
plus affordable counselling for adults who are unable to pay for 
private sector counselling.

Tilehouse operates strictly within The British Association of 
Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP) ethical framework.

www.tilehouse.org

Tickets available from Les Whitfield, Middle Farm, Chapel Street – 
please email les@ehead.co.uk to order tickets.



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Local policing in Rural 
North Herts
Do you live in rural North Herts and are you interested in having 
a say in what your local police concentrate on as priorities? If  the 
answer is yes, then your local police team would like to meet you. 
Every six months the Safer Neighbourhood Police teams review 
and set their local policing priorities. These are the issues that 
affect local communities at a local level.

The Royston Rural Safer Neighbourhood team are holding a public 
meeting at 7:30pm on Thursday 30th January at Kelshall Village Hall, 
Village Green, Kelshall, SG8 9SE to hear your views.

So, if you would like to find out more about how local communities 
are policed, have an issue you would like to raise, or would just 
like to meet your local officers, then pop along and meet the 
team. For further information you can contact the team at: 
SNTRoystonandRoystonRural@herts.pnn.police.uk

If you cannot make the meeting, we would still like to hear from 
you. You can tell us what matters most to you about policing, crime 
or anti-social behaviour in North Herts using echo. (Info below).

What matters most to you - have your say,  
Echo is an easy way for you to share your views and opinions 
about policing in Hertfordshire. There is no sign up or personal 
information needed, simply use the link and away you go  
http://capture.rantandrave.com/s3/herts

You can use echo to tell us about the community you live in,  what 
can be done to make the area better and what you think  we 
should be focusing on to make your community a safer and better 
place to live and work. We believe it is really important to develop 
our services by listening to you. Even if you have not had any 
experience of a service provided by us, we still want to hear from 
you. Alternatively, you can send an SMS text with the word ‘echo’ 
and your thoughts to 66099.

Be on the lookout for possible Burglar’s 
Burglars are active during the first few weeks of the New Year 
and are looking out for signs that homes have new valuables and 
expensive equipment they can steal. Leaving items on view or 
packaging outside of your home can alert thieves to the valuables 
you have.

Please inspect you garden and make sure no ladders are left 
allowing burglars access to them.  A recent trend is for the burglar 
to use a ladder to gain access to a top window of a home address. 
Inspector Nicola Dean, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Crime 
Reduction Unit said: “Everyone is using and enjoying the gifts they 
received this Christmas and it would be terrible to lose a new 
treasured item or have it stolen. Leaving packaging out where it 
can be seen, can advertise your new items to burglars. Similarly,  
if you are showing off new phones, jewellery or other valuables 
when out in public this can attract the attention of thieves. Don’t 
leave empty packaging on view and keep valuables out of sight 
when out in public.”

Vans targeted in Redwings Lodge car park
Detectives in North Herts have  released CCTV footage of a  
van break to warn other motorists and encourage them to take 
all available measures to keep their vehicles and tools safe. The 
footage was recorded on Tuesday 3 December at the Redwings 
Lodge Hotel on the Great North Road in Hinxworth, where four
vans were targeted by thieves that night, at around 11pm.The 

vans, which were all linked to trades, were either accessed by 
their side panels being prised open or the driver’s side window 
being smashed.
A group of four masked offenders who arrived in a Honda Civic 
with the index number FY56 EHN (believed to be a stolen 
number plate) were caught on CCTV breaking into one of the 
vans. The tools were loaded into the waiting car which made off 
southbound on the A1M. Detective Inspector Jason Thorne said: 
“We understand that when trades people are working away from 
home it isn’t always possible to take all of their tools out of their 
vans, but we are appealing to people to do as much as they can 
to keep  their vehicles safe and  to remain vigilant. Fit a tool safe 
and ensure it is fully secured with good quality locks. Consider 
parking your van close to a hedge or wall in order to restrict 
access for anyone trying to get inside and engrave or mark tools 
and their boxes with your postcode and house number. We 
would also advise you fit additional external locks to van doors, 
use an approved steering lock or gear clamps, and remember 
to set your immobiliser and alarm if you have one.We are 
appealing to anyone who has any information which could help 
our investigation or who thinks they may know any of the people 
caught on camera, to get in touch.”
The footage from the actual offence can be found on the BBC 
website below - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-beds- 
bucks-herts-50826142/hinxworth-tool-thieves-prise-open-van-in- 
seconds
Anyone with any information, is asked to contact PC Tim 
Houssein via email or by calling the non-emergency number 
101, quoting crime number 41/108909/19. You can also report 
information online or speak to an operator in our Force 
Communications Room via our online web chatIf you need any 
further information please contact 
Hertfordshire Police 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

Summer Outing 2020
Thursday 27th August 9am to 6.30pm

Castle Ashby Gardens, the Rural Shopping Yard and Cottesbrooke 
Hall and Gardens.

Maximum cost £38 all in.

Castle Ashby gardens and Cottesbrooke Hall and gardens are 
both set in the Northamptonshire countryside

Castle Ashby is the ancestral home of the 7th Marquess of 
Northampton and has over 35 acres of garden, including Italian 
styled gardens, an Orangery, Arboretum, Menagerie and a walled 
garden Cafe

Cottesbrooke Hall is a stunning Queen Anne house dated 1702, 
and home of the Macdonald-Buchanan family and still lived in 
every day.. Their award winning gardens were nominated in the 
Top 5 ‘Garden of the Year’ award in BBC Countryfile Magazine 
2019.

For further information visit: https://www.castleashbygardens.
co.uk https://www.ruralshoppingyard.co.uk/shops https://www.
cottesbrooke.co.uk

Please email me if interested and I can add you to an email group 
to keep you up to date.

Sylvia Scales - sylviamedia@gmail.com



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes Thursday 2nd January 2020,  Village 
Hall. 7.00pm
Present: Mr R. Cobb (Chairman), Mr N. Tiffin (Vice-Chairman), 
Mr A. Lloyd, Mr M. Wade, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)
Other Persons present:- Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County 
Councillor.
Apologies;  Tom Tyson District Councillor
Co-opted Councillor:- The Chairman proposed Tony Lloyd be 
co-opted on to Hinxworth Parish Council. Seconded by Nicholas 
Tiffin and agreed unanimously.

1.  The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the 
meeting of 5th December were agreed by the Parish 
Councillors and signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. Proposed 
by Nicholas Tiffin and seconded by Michael Wade.

2.  Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda: Nothing to 
report.

3.  Correspondence: Nothing to report.
4.  Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors 

agreed to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed 
by Nicholas Tiffin and seconded by Michael Wade.

5.  Planning:  
Planning Applications:- Thorns Farm, New Inn Road 
19/02857/FP and The Cottage, The  High Street 
19/029138FPH. The Councillors agreed unanimously to 
“no objection” to these planning applications. North 
Hertfordshire District Council have been notified accordingly.

6.  Highways:
 Outstanding Road Repairs: These are still on schedule. 
 The pothole at the Junction of New Inn Road and The High 

Street: This has been reported to Hertfordshire Highways.  
 The Land before the Entrance to the Allotments: It has been 

brought to the Councillors attention this parcel of land/road 
area is in need of repair. An investigation is underway as to 
who owns this land.

7.  Village Hall: Nothing to report. 
8.  Recreation Ground:
 Play Area Inspection Report:- There are a few minor items 

detailed in the report that require attention.
 A Cricket Club for Hinxworth:- The Parish Councillors have 

been approached for their agreement to start-up a Cricket 
Club in the Village. The Councillors will give this suggestion 
some thought over the coming weeks to see if it is a viable 
proposition.

9.  The Tennis Court: Nothing to report. 
10.  Allotments:  Nothing to report.  
11.  Any Other Urgent Business: 
 Litter Bins:- These are now in place one near the out of use 

“bus stop” in the High Street and one in New Inn Road.
 A Forthcoming Village Event:- The Parish Councillors are 

looking to celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the Village 
War Memorial this year. They feel the 8th May (Friday), 
which is a Bank holiday for the Victory in Europe, would be 
very appropriate. Richard Cobb is to talk to members of 
clubs/organisations/individuals etc. in the village to get their 
feedback.

12:  Date of the Next Meeting:- Thursday February 6th 2020 at 
7.00pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.15 pm.

The Annual Parish Meeting:- This will take place on Thursday April 
2nd 2020 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

Wendy Kitchener - Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Vivian Crellin former Headmaster at 
The Knights Templar School
It is with sadness that I have to tell you that Vivian Crellin, former 
Headmaster at The Knights Templar School, died on 6th January 
2020. Mr Crellin was Headmaster between 1960 and 1984.

 Mr  Crellin  was  undoubtedly  
a visionary leader and led the 
school through a significant 
period of growth and change, 
all of which he drove himself. 
This included extensive 
development of the school 
buildings, the introduction of 
the sixth form and the renaming 
of the school from Baldock 
County Secondary School to 
The Knights Templar School. The changes he made to the school 
during his time laid the very foundations of the present school. Mr 
Crellin developed a very special ethos in the school and the legacy 
of Vivian Crellin lives on in The Knights Templar School to this day.

The school will be paying tribute to Mr Crellin later this year in 
terms of a memorial event. Information about this will be available 
on the school website.

We extend our deepest sympathies to his family.

Tim Litchfield - Headteacher, Knights Templar School

Pub Quiz Night
Next quiz night at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
19th February £2.00 per person. 8pm start.



Church Services February 2020
2nd Feb. 10.15 am, Family service, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
9th Feb. 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
16th Feb. 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
23rd Feb. 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
               9.30 am. Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
January 2020 Meeting
The first 2020 Hinxworth and Edworth WI got off to a good start 
with nearly 30 members attending.  President Sylvia Scales opened 
the meeting and wished everyone a happy new year and went 
through some of the previous meeting’s matters arising and other 
WI business plus it was time for everyone to pay their annual 
subscription and receive a copy of the programme for the rest of 
the year.

The speaker was then introduced – Damien O’Dell – a full time 
paranormal investigator since 2002 and established author of 
all things ghoulish!  Damien gave a very interesting talk telling 
us about a few of his quite spooky experiences, some of which 
are very local to Hinxworth, namely Hinxworth House which is 
reputed to be haunted and where strange and unearthly noises 
have been heard, the old Rose and Crown in Baldock building has 
also been the home of a ghost and a ghost called Aggie apparently 
haunts the underground passages in and around Biggleswade 
market square.  Damien has himself experiences of chairs being 
moved, books dis-lodged and unknown and unrelated noises being 
heard on several of his ghost hunts. He told us that Chicksands 
Priory is one of the most haunted places in Bedfordshire and not 
for the faint hearted after dark! Damien also injected a lot of 
humour into his talk and was happy to answer our many questions 
at the end. I think some of us were quite relieved when the lights 
went back on at the end of his slide show! Do you believe in 
ghosts – you might once you’ve listened to Damien – beware.

The next (less spooky) meeting is on February 13th.  We look 
forward to seeing you then.

Chrisi Hook

Soup Lunch
Since I have taken over the 
reins of the monthly Soup 
Lunch I have had such a lot of 
support, encouragement and 
help  – thank you everyone -  
its been a pleasure. The next 
Soup Lunch is February 14th 
2020 12.30 – 2pm.  Everyone is 
very welcome.  All profits go to 
local charities. Look forward to 
seeing you there.
Chrisi Hook

Climate Change,  
fact fiction and 
what can I do?
Open event at Woolmer 
Green village hall Monday 6th 
April 7pm. If anyone would be 
interested and like to join me 
at this event with speakers, 
quiz and climate themed raffle 
please phone me on 07950 
393021 asap and I will book 
tickets (£4.50)

Sylvia Scales

Idyllic Hideaway 
in Madeira
Set in stunning surroundings, 
this 3 bedroom house is located 
overlooking the bay of Funchal.  
The property offers a private 
garden and swimming pool.  It 
sleeps six and has a spacious 
kitchen and living room with 
log-burner. It is a 15 minute 
drive from the centre of 
Funchal and has easy access to 
local Levada mountain walks.  It 
is the perfect base from which 
to explore the island. Together 
with the other cottages on this 
unique and beautiful estate it 
can cater for a group of friends 
or family.

Contact Carol Fiske 01462 
742679 or cfiske2@gmail.com 

Alan Thompson 1940 - 2019
Alan Thompson passed away 
after a short illness just before 
Christmas, last year. Many of 
you may remember Alan and his 
wife Sue who lived in Lavender 
Cottage in the High Street, 
Hinxworth from 2002 to 2012. 

Alan and Sue moved back to 
Baldock in 2012 where they 
had previously lived for most 
of their lives.  Alan had worked 
for the Insurance company 
United Friendly until he retired 
at 60 but then continued with another insurance company before 
working as a Tesco delivery driver until he called it a day at 72.

Alan was a great sportsman and an avid Newcastle United fan and 
had a good sporting knowledge. He played football for many years 
for Baldock Town and was still involved with the club after his 
playing days were over. He was also a keen cricketer and regularly 
played cricket for Baldock as well as playing golf and more latterly 
bowls before ill health stopped him playing.

Alan had always been a regular at the Three Horseshoes since 
his Hinxworth days and still continued to come to the pub on a 
Thursday night to meet up with his friends where he was known 
as “Tommo” and continued coming up until Autumn last year, he 
will be sadly missed. 

I am sure everyone sends Alan’s family their condolences and 
deepest sympathy.

Cream Tea and Games on the Rec
Please put this date in your diaries Sunday 28th June 2-5pm and 
book your friends and family for an afternoon of fun and games 
including some silly sports and a big game of rounders or cricket. 
Followed by a cream tea (modest charge), what could be better 
on a sunny summer’s day? We hope we’ve avoided the sporting 
fixtures and that you’ll join us in force!

If you’d like to help or just register interest please email me @ 
sylviamedia@gmail.com

What’s on at the Village Hall in 
February?
5th, 12th, 19th,  26th Wednesday 10am Art Society

6th, 13th,  20th, 27th Thursday 2pm Indoor Bowls 

8th Thursday 7pm Hinxworth Parish Council Meeting  

13th Thursday 7:30pm Women’s Institute  

14th Friday 12:30pm Soup Lunch  

16th Sunday 10:30am  Photo Club

29th Saturday 7pm Tilehouse Councilling Fund Raiser


