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Christmas Card Scheme
Christmas is approaching and it will soon be time to buy Christmas 
cards!  The Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in Hinxworth and 
Edworth means a donation can be made to one or both of the 
chosen charities instead of buying and sending Christmas cards 
to friends and neighbours in Hinxworth and Edworth.  A printed 
Christmas card with seasonal greetings and the names of all the 
participants will be delivered to every house in these villages 
before Christmas.

This year the chosen charities are the Garden House Hospice 
which provides a wide range of services for patients, their carers, 
and families facing a life limiting illness; and Letchworth Foodbank 
which provides emergency food and support to local people 
(supported by the Trussell Trust who work to combat poverty 
and hunger across the UK).  As a result of the Covid 19 pandemic 
many charities have a shortfall in donations this year, and so I hope 
many of you will be able to support these charities.  

If you would like to participate in the scheme please put your 
contribution in an envelope (cheques preferably) with your name 
and address on.  Cheques can be made payable to  “Garden 
House Hospice Care” or “Letchworth Foodbank”.  If you are 
a UK taxpayer and would like to contribute through Gift Aid 
please print off a form (if you have contributed through Gift Aid 

This year’s Remembrance Sunday will have to be very different 
from previous years.  To prevent the spread of the virus and to 
protect the vulnerable, the government and local authorities advise 
and require that the ceremony at the War Memorial be attended 
by as few people as possible.  Last year there were over 80 people 
in attendance including many cyclists from the Bedfordshire Road 
Cycling Club.  We have made contact with this group and they will 
not be attending this year.

In order that the service at the War Memorial can legally take 
place, the Parish Council must  be the ‘organiser’ of this event as 
it is a ‘meeting’ of more than six people and a risk assessment is 
required.  To this end, a risk assessment has been completed and 
we have applied to North Herts District Council and SAG (Safety 
Advisory Group) for permission to go ahead with the service at 
the War Memorial.  If we do not follow the process and guidance, 
the Parish Council could, as the ‘event organiser’ be liable to a fine 
of up to £10,000.

On the assumption that our application is successful, the service 
at the War Memorial will go ahead.  However, the safety of our 
communities is uppermost in our minds so the fewer who attend 
this year, the better for us all, whilst being respectful of the fallen.  
Those who do attend must observe the Covid-19 ‘rules’ - wear 
masks and socially distance.  The service will follow the traditional 
pattern but without hymns or national anthem.  A wreath will be 
laid, the two minutes silence observed, bracketed by the last post 

We Will Remember 
Them

Christmas Windows?
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to decorate a 
window on the 23rd and 24th December. We would love to 
see more people joining in to try to bring the Christmas cheer 
to Hinxworth and raise the festive spirit.  All you need to do is 
decorate a window in your house from 6pm on the 23rd.  Villagers 
can then walk around the village and enjoy the seasonal displays!
Please email Karen Mills if you would like to join in; mrsmills@
btinternet.com.
Karen Mills

and reveille sounded at some distance.  We do however ask that 
the majority of villagers mark the occasion either by standing in 
silence in front of their homes or by following the national service 
broadcast from the Cenotaph.

The church service at St Nicholas will be at 9:45am and those 
attending will be sadly limited to some 18 people, socially 
distanced and wearing masks.

We hope and pray that this time next year we will be able to mark 
Remembrance Sunday as we have done in the past.  We ask for 
your prayers and understanding.

Patrick Forbes and Richard Cobb

previously a new form won’t be required by the charity).  Please 
drop donations to me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell Road, Hinxworth 
by Friday 4th December.
Rachel Giles (rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk)

Christmas picture/design
I need a Christmas picture/design for the Hinxworth and Edworth  
Alternative Christmas Card Scheme which will be distributed to all 
houses in Hinxworth and Edworth.  If you are interested (perhaps 
you are doing GCSE or A Level Art, or just enjoy drawing) please 
get in touch with me. 
rachel@gilesunlimited.co.uk



On the beat
with PCSO 6522 Chris Brabrook

Have your say on how we police 
your area
Residents in Royston Town and the rural areas that surround it, 
are being invited to submit their feedback via the community voice 
platform ‘echo’, to help the Royston Safer Neighbourhood Team 
(SNT) set their next round of policing priorities.

“Due to the pandemic and social distancing measures, we’ve had to 
postpone many of our normal community priority setting events, 
but we are still here and listening, and we want your input,” said 
Neighbourhood Sergeant Jon Vine. The SNT are responsible for 
dealing with short and long term neighbourhood issues such as 
anti-social behaviour, criminal damage, speeding and drug related 
crime and we work hard with our local partners, including North 
Herts Council, to ensure that Royston and the surrounding areas 
are safe places to live and work. 

We would like as many local residents to be involved in this 
priority setting process as possible” continued Sergeant Vine. “We 
want to make sure that we have a very clear understanding of all 
of the issues which impact on and affect our local communities. 
Let us know what you think we should be prioritising in your area 
– as well as helping us to shape our policing priorities for the next 
quarter, your feedback will also be used to help us plan future 
campaigns and initiatives.”

You can submit your feedback by using our ‘echo’ feedback 
platform. Go to bit.ly/police-royston or bit.ly/police-roystonrural. 
This is an anonymous platform but all feedback will be reviewed 
and the more we receive the more we can understand what 
matters most to our community, where services are working well 
for you or where we need to improve.

If you need any further information please contact the Royston 
Safer Neighbourhood Team via email or by calling 101.

Warning to residents after a series of 
police phone scams
Hertfordshire Constabulary is warning residents to stay vigilant 
following reports of scam phone calls to homes in Hertfordshire. 
Five victims have received calls this month from fraudsters posing 
as police officers claiming that they are investigating fraud offences 
involving the victim’s bank account. The bogus police officer asks 
the victims to withdraw cash for collection by a courier.

Fraudsters may ask the victims to call back on 999, 101 or 161 to 
verify that they are genuinely a police officer, however this is part 
of the scam. They keep the line open so that the victim continues 
to speak to the fraudster believing they are genuine officials.

Detective Inspector Rob Burns, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s 
Serious Fraud and Cyber Unit, said: “These fraudsters use a variety 
of different scams, often changing their stories, sometimes they 
are for money other times it may be vouchers or even the victim’s 
bank card. They tend to target elderly people and can be extremely 
convincing and intimidating. It’s important to remember that police 
officers and bank officials will NEVER ask you to withdraw money, 
purchase goods or hand over private banking details. Please help 
us to raise awareness by talking about this with your friends and 
family, especially if they are vulnerable or elderly.

If you believe that you are a victim of a scam please contact 
Hertfordshire Constabulary’s non- emergency number 101, using 
a different phone to that used to communicate with the fraudsters. 
If a fraud is in progress or someone’s life is in danger, call 999 
immediately.

Hertfordshire Constabulary offers the following crime prevention 
advice:

• Be sceptical of callers, even those who claim to be officials.
• Don’t be afraid to put the phone down with a brief ‘No, 

thank you’.
• NEVER give personal information, such as your date of birth 

or bank details, to unexpected callers.
• Remember that the police or your bank would NEVER 

unexpectedly call you and ask you to withdraw cash or move 
your money to another account, as a result of fraud or any 
other reason.

• If callers suggest you call your local police or bank to check 
who they are, use another phone or ensure the line has been 
fully disconnected by phoning a friend or relative first, or by 
waiting at least five minutes, otherwise you may think you’ve 
phoned a number, but you’re simply talking to the fraudsters 
again. This is a common fraudsters’ tactic.

• If a caller asks you to type your bank PIN number into your 
telephone handset - do not do this, as fraudsters can use 
technology to identify the numbers.

• You can opt out of many cold calls by registering for free 
with the Telephone Preference Service on 0845 070 0707.

Hertfordshire Police 
email: chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  Tel: 01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need police within a 
couple of hours. Ring 999 for an immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
Bedfordshire Police Contact:  
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999 or 112 from your 
mobile. Non emergencies  ring 101, or 112 from a mobile.

Farewell Robert

St. Nicholas Hinxworth churchgoers raised enough money to 
buy a bronze sculpture by Hinxworth Sculptor John Mills of the 
risen Christ for Robert and Caroline as a token of their love and 
thanks for his five and a half years’ ministry in these villages.  The 
sculpture will remind them both of the figure of Christ over the 
altar in St Mary’s Ashwell and the Marquette which adorns the 
chancel arch in St Nicholas Church, both by John Mills. It was 
presented to them after the church service on October 18th. 

We wish them well in their retirement.

Patrick Forbes

Robert and Caroline Evens on Robert’s last day as Rector of Ashwell with 
Hinxworth & Newnham.

Copy Date: Please send all copy / pictures for December edition 
by November 20th to Mike Wade.  E-mail: villagevoice3@gmail.com   



Hinxworth Parish Council
Parish Council meeting minutes 1st October 2020 in the  Village 
Hall at 7.00pm
Present: Mr R. Cobb (Chairman), Mr N. Tiffin (Vice-Chairman) 
Mr M. Wade, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk) 
Other person present: Tom Tyson District Councillor. 
Apologies:  Tony Lloyd Councillor, Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire 
County Councillor.
1.  The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of 

the meeting of 3rd September were agreed by the Parish 
Councillors and signed by Chairman Richard Cobb. Proposed 
by Mike Wade and seconded by Nick Tiffin.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda: Nothing 
to report.

3. Correspondence: Nothing to Report.
4.  Finance:  

Current Parish Council Funds: Current Parish Council 
Funds: The Councillors agreed to the expenditure for the 
current month. Proposed by Nick Tiffin and seconded by 
Mike Wade. 

5.  Planning: Nothing to Report.
6.  Highways: 
 The Meeting with Hertfordshire Highways:- On September 

14th the Parish Councillors had a very productive meeting 
with Steve Jarvis, County Councillor and Gary Henning, 
Hertfordshire Highways, to “walk the Village” to discuss 
various issues.
• Firstly the problem of the blocked gullies, most notably at 

Bury End. It was agreed these would now be registered on 
the Hertfordshire Highways “list” for clearing/digging out 
on a regular basis.

• The Parish Councillors are very keen to see a “Speed 
Chicane” installed between Francis Road and the county 
boundary. This would be a long term project due to 
obtaining the funding. It was therefore agreed with Steve 
Jarvis, County Councillor, that the Parish Council would 
be willing to fund 50% of a preliminary feasibility report. 
This would require consultation with all the relevant 
parties/authorities involved including Planning, Highways 
and the Police. Additionally more street lighting would be 
required, along with the extension of the 30 mph starting 
point. Then, according to the findings of the report, the 
project could move forward. Richard Cobb proposed at 
the meeting that the Parish Council should fund 50% of the 
preliminary feasibility report for the “Speed Chicane”. This 
was seconded by Nick Tiffin. 

•  The old speeding sign is to be removed.
•  The grass verges/ vegetation in New Inn Road is 

overgrown. This was not discussed at the meeting as it was 
not so apparent at the time therefore Gary Henning is to 
be contacted again to ascertain Hertfordshire Highways 
policy on their cutting schedule.

 Francis Road: The Parish Council has received the plans 
and schedule of work from Hertfordshire Highways for 
the resurfacing of Francis Road. The dates are as follows:-
Thursday 15th October to Saturday 17th October 7.30am to 
6.00pm.

 All the relevant information from Hertfordshire Highways 
will be notified to the residents of Francis Road prior to the 
work commencing. 

7.  Village Hall:  To remain closed.
8.  Recreation Ground:  

Two replacement large litter bins have been purchased. 
One for the recreation ground and one in the pub car park 
by the post box/notice board by the High Street. North 
Hertfordshire District Council is to be notified accordingly, 

when they are in place, with regard to the emptying of the 
bins.

9.   Tennis Court: Nothing to report.  
10.  Allotments: The annual rent for the allotments for 

2020/2021 has been received. Licences for new allotmenteers 
were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. All of the 
allotments are now occupied. 

11.  Any Other Urgent Business:  
The Village Voice: The legal responsibility for the Village 
Voice has been assigned to the Parish Council. The relevant 
paperwork will be put in place for this transfer prior to the 
next publication of the Village Voice.

 The Astwick Turn central gap on the A1 (North and 
South carriageways) into New Inn Road: It has come to 
the notice of the Councillors this crossing “for farm vehicles” 
is being used by private vehicles. As everyone is aware this 
is a very dangerous crossing and with such action could lead 
to a fatality as has happened in the past. Therefore anyone 
seeing a vehicle crossing in this way please try to obtain the 
registration number and notify the Hertfordshire Police.

 Ashwell Patients’ Group:  Wendy Kitchener advised the 
Councillors she has been assigned as a representative for 
Edworth on the Committee.

12. Date of the Next Meeting: Date of the Next Meeting:- 
Thursday November 5th 2020 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.00 pm.

Wendy Kitchener - Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council  

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
October Meeting
As is the ‘norm’ now the Hinxworth and Edworth WI met on 
Zoom for their October meeting.  Anki Smart led the meeting and 
took the members through various items of recent WI news.  All 
members present agreed that the minutes from the last meeting 
were correct and could be duly signed off.  Some discussion 
also took place about speakers and ideas for the November and 
December meetings.  The November meeting will be a ‘hands on’ 
meeting so it would be good to see as many members as possible 
joining in and for the December meeting we welcome back a 
previous speaker who is going to talk to us about the ghosts of 
Hampton Court.  Both meetings well worth the effort of logging on.  
Heather Baim has volunteered to help anyone who is experiencing 
difficulties with joining on-line, she has the technology!

Anki then introduced the speaker for the evening, Stephen Wells.  
Stephen is a professional entertainer and speaker who offers clubs 
and societies a wide range of talks. Stephen is based in Driffield, 
Yorkshire and for our meeting he talked about the life and times of 
Agatha Christie.  Stephen gave an excellent talk and complimented 
it really well with pictures and slides.  Agatha Christie was first 
published in 1920 – so 100 years ago – and still remains popular 
even today. Despite one or two blips that we had with our Zoom 
connection Stephen remained professional and focused and his 
talk was very well received by everyone.  

The next WI meeting will be held on the 12 November.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone then.

Chris  Hook

For Sale
2 side tables/ small cabinets. 
Square wooden tops 20” x 
20”- grey/green painted wood 
frames, Height 24”. Good 
condition, £25 each

Phone Jan on 07510 140900



Church Services
1st Nov. 10.15 am, Harvest Festival St Nicholas, Hinxworth

8th Nov.  9.45 am, Remembrance Communion,  
 St Nicholas, Hinxworth

15th Nov. 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

22nd Nov.  9.15 am, Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

  9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

29th Nov. 9.15 am, Parish Communion, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

  

 
Report from Dr Jarvis;
Covid arrangements: Dr Jarvis explained how the surgery, 
like all others, was trying to reduce social contact in the surgery 
yet respond to medical needs. In accordance with government 
guidelines, Ashwell is a “cold” site mainly offering telephone and 
video consultations but a limited amount of face-to-face. In fact 
we are the only practice locally to have welcomed back the 
phlebotomist on Fridays. Bassingbourn is our “warm” site where 
face-to-face consultations take place but with appropriate hygiene 
precautions. The “hot” site at the Ernest Gardiner Day Hospital 
in Letchworth, which is reserved for Covid or suspected Covid 
cases,  is currently mothballed but plans exist to reopen this at 
short notice should the need arise.
Flu vaccination: We held our first flu clinics in Bassingbourn and 
Ashwell last Saturday and dealt with a quarter of those entitled. 
There will be three clinicians on duty this coming Saturday when 
it is hoped to vaccinate a further quarter. We have around 2800 
patients on the list including the new category of over-50s so the 
task is considerable. The over-50s’ vaccines have not yet arrived 
but it is hoped to complete the operation by December. We are 
conscious of the need to offer as much protection from the flu 
given the prospect of a second Covid wave and to relieve pressure 
on the NHS. Patients will be contacted and invited to attend by 
text or phone call. The vaccinations take place in the open air in 
gazebos which we have acquired. We have contingency plans to 
use commercial premises if the vaccination programme is affected 
by bad weather.
Physician’s Assistant: The NHS is keen to introduce a new 
category of practitioner into general practice called Physician’s 
Assistant. We have maintained contact with Darren Branch who 
fulfilled a similar role in our surgery but he specialises in face-to-
face consultations so could not operate with us in the present 
circumstances. Our nurse, Laura Fisher, is on the way to becoming 
qualified but is fully occupied in her present role. We continue to 
take a keen interest in this development and the possibilities it 
offers.

Robert Even’s last service at St. 
Vincent’s, Newnham

Another Vacancy
You will know that Robert and 
Caroline Evens are no longer 
at the Rectory in Ashwell, 
following Robert’s retirement. 
Until a  priest is appointed, 
Canon Lindsay Dew and I will 
be looking after services and 
pastoral care. We will do the 
very best we can.

Patrick Forbes  

Mask of the Month
Thanks to everyone who submitted photos for this month’s 
“Mask of the Month” competition, we are delighted to tell you 
that Adrienne Gumm of Hinxworth was judged the winner. The 
panel of judges was made up of Patrick Forbes and ourselves.

Please find here her winning entry, congratulations Adrienne. A 
bottle of wine is winging its way to you, enjoy.

Adrienne’s subject is Winnie the 
Pooh. When asked about it she 
says “Obviously, living at Pooh 
Corner, I have always had a soft 
spot for Winnie the Pooh items, so 
when I came across this material I 
had to buy it. I made some PJs and 
then thought it would be a good 
idea to use the scraps for a face 
covering. It certainly cheers up 
everyone I meet!”

So there you have it. The closing date for this month’s competition 
is November 20. Please send in your entries, fast and furious, to 
penguinbaim@gmail.com. Sadly we are unable to carry forward 
entries received this month, so if you still wish to be considered, 
please re-submit. Thanks and good luck,

Heather and Michael Baim

Primary Care Network (PCN): The NHS has introduced 
this new arrangement which links GP practices in an area to try 
and find ways of collaborating to improve the service. Our one, 
which includes surgeries in Letchworth and Baldock, is well led 
and has made a promising start. The Covid situation has however 
hampered development.

Questions from Patients
• Access to our blood pressure machines: Dr Jarvis 

explained that we had had to remove these from service 
because of the risk of surface-to-patient contamination. In 
certain cases a doctor will take a patient’s blood pressure 
but the walk-in option is currently not available. Patients can 
use their own machine if they have one. Dr Jarvis is unhappy 
with this situation but present circumstances do not allow 
for anything else.

• Blocked ears: We are unable to syringe blocked ears 
at present because of the risk of contaminated aerosols. 
Patients can however be referred to Sollershott surgery 
(which offers our extended hours appointments) where 
they use micro-suction. Patients need to go through a GP at 
Ashwell/ Bassinbourn to be referred.

• The question was asked whether our surgery could not offer 
a Covid testing facility. Dr Jarvis responded that this was not 
in our remit. It was organised by central government. We can 
only direct patients to the government’s website.

• A patient had expressed concerns about getting an 
appointment for a smear test having encountered a difficulty. 
The matter was now resolved and tests are available.

• PPE. The question was raised as to whether we had enough. 
Mark Pilling said that they had a good supply.

Date of next meeting: Mark Pilling and Peter Chapman to agree a 
date for late November.
Peter Chapman

Meeting minutes from Ashwell Patients Group


