
On The Beat

Wise Words

“Instead of getting married 
again, I’m going to find a 

woman I don’t like and give 
her a house.” 

Rod Stewart (October 2016)

Summer is here and we’re reminding residents to make sure their 
homes and gardens are secure as the weather turns warmer.

As the county heats up, most people will be spending more 
time outdoors and trying to keep homes cool. However, leaving 
windows and doors open can provide easy access to burglars.

Burglaries increased by more than 16 per cent* during May, 
compared to the same time last year. Hertsmere (16), East Herts 
(16), Three Rivers (14) and Broxbourne (14) saw the highest 
increases in offences.

Nicola Chamberlain, Hertfordshire Constabulary’s lead for crime 
prevention said: “Burglaries can increase at this time of year. As 
things start to heat up, people tend to leave windows and doors 
open to keep cool, but don’t always remember to close them 
when they go out or are in another part of the home.

“Remember to close windows and lock doors when you are 
finished outside and before going out or to bed, even when the 
weather gets warmer.”

•	 Lock all doors and windows and ensure any PVCu doors 
are locked properly by lifting the handle and using the key to 
double-lock them.

•	 Consider installing a doorbell camera, internal camera and/
or monitored burglar alarm.

•	 Install ‘dusk to dawn’ external lighting and use timer switches 
or wi-fi plugs/systems in your home to control internal lights, 
radios and a simulated TV.

•	 Keep keys and valuables secure and out of sight.

•	 Ensure boundary fences are secure with side gates locked. 
Keep tools and ladders in a locked shed.

•	 Secure bins at night and put garden furniture away for the 
winter as these can be used by burglars as climbing aids to 
gain access to upper floor windows.

•	 Ensure your vehicle is locked and remove all valuables as 
burglars often check to see if doors are left unlocked.

•	 Look out for your neighbours especially in they are vulnerable, 
by reporting any suspicious activity you notice in your area.

Join our new community messaging platform Herts 
Connectedwhere you will receive free local police messages. You 
can also choose to receive messages from Neighbourhood Watch, 
Action Fraud and the Police and Crime Commissioner if that’s 
what you select when you sign up.

Your local Neighbourhood Police Teams website

http://snt.herts.police.uk/Teams.aspx?TeamID=G01

Useful Links

http://www.herts.police.uk/

http://www.doglost.co.uk/

http://www.stolenhorseregister.com/

Royston Rural Neighbourhood Team Tel – 01438 757935

Pictured above, Wild flower garden planted by Ashwell 
Brownies and Guides at Ashwell Surgery. Submitted by 
Peter Chapman
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• Village Voice •
Neil went on to win his next three elimination rounds to reach 
the last 4.

In the semifinal he finished in 4 th spot.  At the age of 56 beating 
most of the UK’s top competitors.

Neil, we are all proud of you flying the flag for Hinxworth on the 
National stage!

David Osmond, Hinxworth Archery Club

Flying the Flag for Hinxworth Archers

Congratulations to Elizabeth and Peter
Lizzie & Pete were married on Saturday 6th July at St George's 
Church in Edworth.  St George's is a retired 12th century church, 
however because Lizzie was born in Edworth and her Mum, the 
late Helen Cree (RIP) is buried in the churchyard; with permission 
from the Bishop of St. Albans, Revd Chris was able to apply for 
an Archbishop's Special Licence.  A very special ceremony indeed.

Pictured above, Lizzie and Pete at the Church, with Revd 
Chris Campbell.  Photo sent in by Katrina Hoskins

Hinxworth’s Neil Bridgewater was at the UK Archery Masters 
in Lilleshall from 29th - 30th June.  He was Hertfordshire’s Sole 
representative in the UK Masters, Neil (from Hinxworth Archers) 
was shooting Compound and ended the first day in top spot 
with 110 points. Leading the field and breaking European, UK and 
county records in both Single (707) and double WA50 for the 
over 50’s. 

Ashwell and  Bassingbourn Patiemts Group

NOTES FROM OUR JULY MEETING

Ashwell surgery is a training practice for qualified doctors wishing 
to enter general practice. These are known as Registrars. Dr Jarvis 
is their tutor. On the one hand this ensures continuity of supply 
for the NHS and on the other it means that our patients enjoy the 
additional appointments they can offer. Ourmcurrent registrars 
have now completed their time with us and we look forward to 
welcoming our two new doctors on the scheme in the near future.

After some initial teething problems the new appointments 
system (“Total Triage”) has now settled down and it is felt that 
access has improved. You can currently submit your request form 
online from 7am to mid-afternoon and consideration is being given 
to extending that time. It is also possible to complete the form 
in-person at Reception. A benefit of the system is that requests 
are assessed (triaged) promptly by a GP who can then prioritise 
appointments according to clinical need, a feature which was not 
guaranteed under the old system. Now the most pressing cases 
can be dealt with as soon as possible.

The relatively new phone system has made access much more 
efficient. The call-back feature is especially welcome. It is currently 
available once you are in 5th place in the queue or beyond. 
Consideration is being given to introducing the call-back option 
earlier.

The Garden House Hospice has developed an innovatory Frailty 
Service. There are plans to create a hub in Ashwell for the benefit 
of residents in our local villages. A planning meeting is to be held 
at our surgery in September with a view to establishing a group 
based in Ashwell.

We have produced a guide to the surgery and the services it 
offers which should be useful for patients. We are now exploring 
ways of making this easily available.

Members of our surgery team and the ABPG recently visited 
Bassingbourn over 60s Club for a question and answer session. 
This proved to be successful and we hope to hold similar sessions 
in other villages.

We plan to run our 2024 patient survey in the near future.

A date for your diaries – SATURDAY 15th OCTOBER. The flu 
vaccination clinic will take place that morning at Ashwell Surgery.

Our next meeting will be in September.

Peter Chapman



Church Services For August

Sun 4th Aug 09.15 Family Service St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 11th Aug 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 18th Aug 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 25th Aug 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s 
Newnham

Parish Council Minutes

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

Memories of Hinxworth
Katrina Hoskins has been trawling through some artefacts about 
Hinxworth and has found some intersting articles and pictures. 

We will be sharing these over the coming months and hope that 
you find these informative and enjoyable to read.  

 ‘Hertfordshire's Best Kept Small Village’
Hinworth Wins!

‘July 1976’

The plaque was presented by Major General Sir George Burns (the 
Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire) to John Sheldrick (Chairman of 
Hinxworth Parish Council) who congratulated everyone & said "in 
Hinxworth we have an unequalled sense of community spirit and 
this is the result and I am proud to be associated with it"

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 4th 
JULY 2024 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr 
T Dawson, Mrs. E Oliver, Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Other persons present:- Tom Tyson, District Councillor.

Apologies: Tony Lloyd, Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
2nd May were agreed. Proposed by Tony Dawson and seconded by 
Liz Oliver.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda.Nothing to report.

3. Correspondence: The quote for the War Memorial repairs see 
under “any other business”.

4. Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Richard 
Cobb and seconded by Nick Tiffin.

Annual Accounts: The exemption certificate having been signed by 
the Chairman for 2023/24 (Nicholas Tiffin) and the Financial Officer 
Responsible (Wendy Kitchener) and has been forwarded PKF 
Littlejohn LLL (Ref: SBA Team) 1 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 4HD. The accountants responsible for overseeing 
the Smaller Authorities (England). All other relevant documents 
for the Annual Accounts of 2023/2024 have been signed and will 
be posted on the Hinxworth Parish Council website. Should any 
resident of Hinxworth require any details or clarification of the 
current accounts/audit please contact Wendy Kitchener by email 
wggk@btinternet.com or by telephone land line 01767-313766.or 
mobile 07483822343.

The Parish Councillors convey their thanks to Jayne Whitfield for 
completing the external audit of the accounts and the fees will be 
donated to a charity of Jane’s choice.

5. Planning: Nothing to Report.

6. Highways: Overgrown Hedges and Verges: The Parish Councillors 
as are local residents becoming increasingly concerned about this. 
Steve Jarvis is to be notified of the problem with emphasis that 
action must be taken to ensure that what is becoming a dangerous 
situation is dealt with as a matter of urgency.

7. Village Hall: Nothing to Report.

8. Recreation Ground: Ashwell Accies: A response is awaited.

The Three Horseshoes Cricket Club: The Parish Council has been 
approached by the Club for them to use the recreation ground 
for club matches. This requires further discussion between both 
parties and this will be planned in the coming months.

9. The Tennis Court: Nothing to report.

10. Allotments: The installation of water facilities is still under 
discussion by the Allotmenteers.

11. Any Other Urgent Business: The War Memorial Clock: Graham 
Newman completed the annual maintenance on the clock on June 
7th . He noted there was further work required due to the age of 
the clock. He has therefore been asked to provide an estimate of 
the cost and when he will be able to commence the clock repairs. 
Repairs to the War Memorial: The Parish Council has now received 
a quote for this work. The Councillors unanimously agreed for the 
work to go ahead in the summer months (if and when summer 
arrives).

The Grass Cutting at the War Memorial. The Parish Councillors 
thanked Susan Cheshire for cutting the grass on a voluntary basis. 
As an ongoing situation the Councillors would like to make this 
a permanent arrangement. Therefore, they intend to discuss this 
further with Susan.

12: Date of the Next Meeting: The next Parish Meeting will take 
place at 7 pm on the 5th of September as August is summer break.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.



Community Lunch

Chrisi Hook

WI Monthly Update
A summer’s evening in July and garden party time for the WI 
members and their guests.  What could be nicer than Pimms, 
strawberries and cream and croquet on the lawn - well a bit of 
sunshine would have made it a perfect evening for us at the Old 
Rectory in Edworth.  Angela Morrison was our wonderful hostess  
and made us all so very welcome.  Wrapped up in our thick jackets 
and scarves we wandered round the lovely Rectory gardens sipping 
Pimms and playing croquet. So regardless of the weather the WI 
had a most enjoyable evening.  A big thank to Angela for opening 
her hospitality and opening her gardens and grounds to us.

During the evening Angela judged the summer hat competition 
from a selection of hats decorated by members.  The winner of 
this was Sue’s beautifully decorated straw hat adorned with fresh 
flowers from her garden.

Chrisi Hook

The lunch on offer this time was a cheese ploughmans and very 
popular it was too. Once again I have to say thank you all for your 
continuing support each month.  It is really marvellous to see so 
many lovely people each month - familiar faces and new faces 
too.  Such loyalty to the lunch is wonderful.  This month we have 
donated to the Parkinson Society. There is no Community Lunch 
in August but make a date in your diaries for Friday September 
13 12.30 - 2pm for our next ploughmans lunch  .No booking is 
necessary - just come along and join in.  Look forward to seeing 
you all then.  Happy holidays.

Katrina Hoskins

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the September 
edition by August 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.

There is no WI meeting in August but a summer outing is planned.  
Hilary is co-ordinating this so please get in touch with her for full 
details.  The next WI meeting proper is Thursday September 12 
at the usual time of 7.30pm.  As ever new members are always 
welcome.  Looking forward to seeing you all in September if not 
before.  Happy holidays.

Pictured above, some of the Summer Hats ‘ready to be 
judged’.

Five years of North Herts Museum

With 50 exhibitions and nearly 125,000 visitors, North Herts 
Museum in Hitchin is celebrating its fifth anniversary this month!

In an article on the North Herts Council website, Cllr Tamsin 
Thomas, Executive Member for Enterprise & Arts, said:

“We have welcomed nearly 125,000 people to the museum, 
including thousands of schoolchildren and many different adult 
groups – from people with dementia to those taking part in our 
art workshops like lino printing and collage. I am particularly 
proud of the work that the museum team has done to take our 
extensive collection out across the district through our schools’ 
programme and other outreach programmes – to care homes 
and through various groups and societies. Our collection is so 
much more than what you see in the galleries and its fantastic our 
curators are able to make it accessible for the entire community.”

The latest exhibition is Hitchin’s Toy Story about toys designed 
locally but enjoyed worldwide from 13 July to 22 September.

Find out more and what’s on at North Herts Museum:

Visit the museum on Brand Street, Hitchin, open Tue-Sat 10.30am-
4.30pm and Sun 11am-3pm – admission to the museum and 
exhibitions is free

Follow the museum on social media – @northhertsmuseum on 
Facebook and Instagram

Visit the website North Herts Museum or call 01462 474554

An extract from an article in the Biggleswade 
Chronicle

‘March 1982’
Some of the Friends of Hinxworth Church with the friendship quilt 
they completed.  The idea came from Josephine Mills (Chairman 
of the Friends of the Church) and her husband the sculptor John 
Mills co-ordinated it.  The quilt (see below) has a picture of the 
church as its centre & is surrounded by flower panels.  It was later 
raffled for £1,470 in aid of the village's church restoration fund.   
Today, the quilt can be seen preserved in a glass case inside St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth.


