
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all 
our Readers....Love from your Editors, Karen 

Mills and Jan Olson Williams

The Darkling Thrush
Thomas Hardy (1840 - 1928) - English Novelist and Poet

I leant upon a coppice gate

            When Frost was spectre-gray,

And Winter’s dregs made desolate

             The weakening eye of day.

The tangled bine-stems scored the sky

             Like strings of broken lyres,

And all mankind that haunted nigh

             Had sought their household fires.

Did you know ?

Thomas Hardy saw himself, first and foremost, as a poet, and he 
wrote poetry throughout his prolific and acclaimed novel-writing 
years before announcing in 1896 that he would no longer write 
novels, much to the astonishment of his worldwide readership. 
Instead he went on to publish eight masterful volumes of poetry – 
ranging from lyrics and ballads to dramatic monologues and satire 
- and is now regarded as one of the greatest twentieth-century 
poets.

The Three Horseshoes - What’s On.....

Quiz Night Wed 18th Dec Book table in advance to avoid 
disappointment

Christmas 
Eve

From 18.00 Make your personal bauble & hang 
it on our tree whilst singing along to 
Christmas Carols. 

Boxing 
Day

11.30 Family walk from Hinxworth to Ashwell 
& back, returning approx 13.30

New Years 
Eve

19.00 80’s Themed Party - Tickets £15 in 
advance includes buffet & a glass of 
bubbles

Country 
Night

Sat 18th Jan Get your cowboy boots on and dance 
your socks off to Country Music

Burns 
Night

Sat 25th Jan Traditional Burns Night - Book early to 
avoid disappointment

MacMillan Coffee Morning  - Thank You
Thank you to everyone that came along and/or donated to help 
raise this great amount for supporting those living with cancer.

Katrina Hoskins
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Hinxworth and Edworth Christmas Card
If you would like to have your name included in the Hinxworth and 
Edworth Christmas Card please make a donation to the Garden 
House Hospice and/or the NSPCC on Just Giving. It is important 
to put the names of people in your household to include in the 
card.

To donate to the Garden House Hospice go to: www.justgiving.
com/page/rachel-giles-1729107893733.  To donate to  the NSPCC:  
go to: www.justgiving.com/page/rachelgiles-1729110334206

If you prefer not to use Just Giving put your contribution in an 
envelope with your name and address. Please drop donations to 
me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell Road, Hinxworth.

The Just Giving pages will close for donations on Wednesday 4th 
December.  After this date names cannot be added to the card.

If you have any questions, please email me at rachel@gilesunlimited.
co.uk.  
Rachel Giles

We are so excited to announce the advent windows team 2024! 
The countdown to Christmas has never been so festive! Please 
join us on the dates below....
16th 17.00 Hamsteworde, High Street, Hinxworth
17th 18.00 Pear Tree House, Chapel Street, Hinxworth
18th 18.00 No.1 High Street, Hinxworth
19th 18.00 Pooh Corner, The Close, Hinxworth
20th 18.00 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth

21st 17.00 Freemans, Lower Farm, Edworth
22nd 18.00 7 Homefield, Hinxworth
23rd 18.00 Temple Cottages, Chapel Street, Hinxworth
24th 18.00 The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth

 
 
  

  
  

CCaallddeeccoottee  CChhuurrcchh  FFrriieennddss  
IInnvviittee  yyoouu  ttoo  

CCaarroollss  bbyy  CCaannddlleelliigghhtt   
  

OOnn  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  77  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002244  
AAtt  33..3300  ppmm  

CCaallddeeccoottee,,  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree,,  SSGG77  55LLDD  
  

CCoommee  aalloonngg  aanndd  iimmmmeerrssee  yyoouurrsseellff  iinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  770000  yyeeaarrss  ooff  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  
CChhrriissttmmaass  cceelleebbrraattiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ooff  SStt  MMaarryy  MMaaggddaalleennee..  EEnnjjooyy  ccaarrooll  

ssiinnggiinngg  wwiitthh  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  ggllaassss  ooff  mmuulllleedd  wwiinnee  aanndd  aa  mmiinnccee  ppiiee  

  
FFrreeee  ccaarr  ppaarrkk,,  ddiissaabblleedd  aacccceessss  

  

  
  

                                                                                                                    TTiicckkeettss  ££1100..0000  ffrroomm::  
                                                      hhttttppss::////wweeggoottttiicckkeettss..ccoomm//eevveenntt//662277221199  
                                                                            SSppaacceess  aarree  lliimmiitteedd  ––  ssoo  bbooookk  eeaarrllyy!!  

  

  
  

    FFoolllloowwiinngg  wwhhiicchh  VViinnttaaggee  VVeerrssee  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  
““AA  CChhrriissttmmaass  CCaarrooll””,,  aa  oonnee  mmaann  sshhooww,,  

ssttaarrttiinngg  aatt  77..0000  ppmm..  
TTiicckkeettss  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffrroomm  

tthhee  aabboovvee  lliinnkk  
  

  



Parish Council Minutes

Wise Words 

by Hal Borland

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 7th 
NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr 
T Lloyd, Mr T. Dawson, Mrs E. Oliver, Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Other person present: - Tom Tyson, District Councillor.

Apologies: Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
3rd October were agreed. Proposed by Nick Tiffin and seconded 
by Tony Dawson.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda. Nothing to report.

3. Correspondence: Nothing to Report.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Tony Lloyd 
and seconded by Nick Tiffin.

5. Planning: Planning Application 24/02404/FP: Land Adjoining 
Cantlebury Chapel Street and 1 Christys Yard, Hinxworth SG7 5EH. 
The reply date is November 30th but Tom Tyson has requested an 
extension of time on behalf of the Parish Council to allow the 
application to be given full consideration at their next meeting on 
December 5th .

6. Highways: Overgrown Hedges and Verges: The long-standing 
issue of who is responsible for the upkeep of hedges and verges 
in the area, the landowner or Hertfordshire Highways has still not 
been resolved. Therefore the intention is to contact both parties 
by the Parish Council for a resolution to this matter. The Parish 
Councillors are becoming increasingly concerned there could be 
a fatal accident occur as the overgrown hedges and verges are 
encroaching onto the highways.

Speed Reduction Project in the High Street:  The Parish Council 
has been notified “The statutory consultation in the changes to the 
speed limit near the Church has been ordered”. It appears there 
has been no movement forward on this as yet. We still wait the 
modified plans for the church end of the highway and once these 
are received we will keep the Village informed of any changes. The 
Chair will contact Tess Dowdeswell at the council formally.

Manhole Cover: The damaged manhole cover in the road outside 
Forge Cottage is to be reported the Hertfordshire Highways.

7. Village Hall: The Village Management Committee intend to do 
some ground maintenance work around the Village Hall.

8. Recreation Ground: Use of the Recreation Ground: Ashwell 
Accies have notified the Parish Council that they have secured 
ground elsewhere for the current season, but intend to keep the 
option of the possible use of Hinxworth Recreation Ground in the 
future, based on further investigation.

The Archery Club: Two boot scrapers for use by the Archers along 
with other items markers etc which have mysteriously disappeared 
are to be replaced, these items will be more robust to hopefully 
stop their removal.

The Children’s Play Area: The Parish Councillors intend to survey 
items on the Play area that may require attention. But they await 
the annual Play Inspection Report before doing so.

9. The Tennis Court: The condition of the court and its’ continuing 
use is to be reviewed by the Parish Councillors in 2025.

10. Allotments: Nothing to report.

11. Any Other Urgent Business: Repairs to the War Memorial: This 
project has now been completed. The Parish Councillors would 
like to thank North Hertfordshire Construction for the work they

have carried out and timely for the Remembrance Sunday Service. 
Additionally we would like to thank the Eddell’s for facilitating the 
scaffolding on the garden area behind. This is very much one of the 
focal points in the Village and it is great to keep this well maintained. 
The Chair will write to the Robert Clutterbuck Charitable Trust 
to thank them for the kind donation helping towards this work. 

The War Memorial Clock: A reply is still awaited from Graham 
Newman as to when he will be able to commence work on the 
clock now the repair work on the War Memorial is completed.

Get Well Soon:  Wendy, our Clerk, notified the Parish Councillors 
that her husband Ray was admitted to Lister hospital over a week 
ago. He is having ongoing tests as to the diagnosis and treatment  
of his condition. The Parish Councillors wish him “all the best” for 
hopefully a speedy recovery. 

12: Date of the Next Meeting:  The next Parish Council Meeting 
will take place at 7pm on the 5th December. The meeting closed 
at 8.00pm.

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.”

War Memorial Works Completed 

Nick Tiffin, Parish Councillor

The Parish Council are very pleased with the work that North 
Herts Construction have delivered on the War Memorial, and 
on time for the Remembrance Sunday service, despite some  
challenging weather conditions.  Thanks to James and his team 
at NHC.

 We would also like to thank the Robert Clutterbuck Charitable 
Trust and Mr & Mrs Benham for their generous donation towards 
the cost of this work.

Pictured above, Villagers assemble at the recently 
restored  War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the January edition 
by December 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.



Church Services For December

Sun 1st Dec 09.15 Advent Service St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 8th Dec 09.15 Patronal Festival St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 8th Dec 16.30 Carol Service St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 15th Dec 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 15th Dec 17.00 Carol Service St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 22nd Dec 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 22nd Dec 14.30 Christmas Cafe 
Church

St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 22nd Dec 18.00 Lessons and Carols St Mary’s,    
Ashwell

Christmas Eve 15.30 Crib Service St Mary’s,    
Ashwell

Christmas Eve 23.30 Midnight Mass St Mary’s,    
Ashwell

Christmas Day 09.30 Christmas Communion St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Christmas Day 10.00 Christmas Communion St Nicholas,    
Hinxworth

Sun 29th Dec 10.45 Benefice Communion St Mary’s,    
Ashwell

Note:  No service at St Nicholas or St Vincent’s on Sunday 29th Dec.

Community Lunch

WI Monthly Update

Chrisi Hook

Chrisi Hook

A lovely turn out of members and visitors for the November 
WI meeting.  It was great to see so many of you.  Chrisi opened 
the meeting and welcomed everyone including the speaker for 
this meeting - Kellie McLean of Vegan Crumbs. Once the usual 
WI business had been dealt with we  got on with the evening 
proper and Chrisi handed over to Kellie.  Kellie is passionate about 
creating sumptuous totally vegan cakes that everyone can enjoy.  As 
it is getting nearer to Christmas (at the time of writing this only 37 
days to go) Kellie was demonstrating Christmas cake decorations 
and showed us all how to make Christmas flowers using fondant 
icing.  We watched in fascination as Kellie rolled and shaped petals 
and leaves from red and green icing to form a lovely flower which 
would grace the top of any Christmas cake.  It was then our turn 
to have a go. Kellie has made it look so easy but we soon found 
that the fondant was quite delicate to handle and there were a few 
mishaps along the way but eventually we got some credible results 
ourselves.  A good evening and enjoyed by all.  Sue was the lucky 
winner of the raffle prize taking home a goody bag full of fondants 
and cutters etc to get her started for her own Christmas cake 
decorating.  The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th December 
- another meeting also with a Christmas theme plus mulled wine 
and mince pies.  Looking forward to seeing you all soon.

Photo above, a cake topper made during the evening

Once again I have to say thank you to you all for supporting this 
community project.  So good to see so many of who came to enjoy 
some lovely warming soups, puddings and to take advantage of the 
general good company.  And of course a big thank you as always for 
the wonderful soup makers and helpers and to Steph Creevey for 
designing the posters for the lunch each month.  We are able once 
again to make a generous donation to the charity Ocean Clean Up 
chosen this time by Sylvia.  The next Community Lunch will be on 
Friday 13th December 12.30 to 2pm. Looking forward to seeing 
you all again then.

Hinxworth Through The Ages

This month, we take a look back at Forge Cottage, High Street 
which many years ago, was the Village Post Office.

Katrina Hoskins

And the picture above was taken at the opening of the Village Hall 
in 1951....Were any of you there? 


