The Poppies of Baldock

If you've been in Baldock recently, or just passing through, you may In Flanders Fields
have noticed the beautiful fields of poppies.

The poem by John McCrae
In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders' fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,

If ye break faith with us who die

Photos shared with permission from Gwen Warren We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders' Fields.
It has become quite a tourist attraction with people arriving at
all times of the day to take photos....people were even arriving
in Taxi’s over the weekend. The fields are close to Clothalll
Common, near the entrance of Tapps Garden Centre.

August’s Village Voice
Apparently the field has been a ‘social media hit’ with posts across

Instagram and Facebook Just to pre-warn Readers that next month’s

Village Voice may be slightly delayed due to the
summer break.

Any key dates such as Church Services will
be shared on the ‘Our Hinxworth’ Facebook
page when available. Be sure to join this page to
ensure you don’t miss any updates.

We hope to get the edition out to you as
quickly as possible.

Poignantly, the poppies were in bloom on the 6th June, as the
country commemorated D-Day.

Poppies have long been associated with remembrance and have
become an important symbol of this. These bright red plants grew,
thousand upon thousand, amongst the barren, bombed, churned
up, muddy battlefields of WWI. Where nothing else would
grow. So striking and moving was the sight that they created ,
it prompted a young Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John
McCrae to write the following, now famous poem.

“The health plan will cover you
and up to three dwarves.”




e Village Voice -

July 2024

for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham

No.274

A Makeover for The Three Horseshoes

The Three Horseshoes has a makeover - with a lovely new thatched roof and a repaint!

The Three Horseshoes Golf Society Day

Yet another fantastic and memorable golf day was had by the
26 golfers who turned out to play Wyboston Lakes, and their
partners and friends who joined in the evening for dinner and
music. There were some great scores and stories out there which
resulted in Graham White winning with 38 points, second place
went to Jack Van Gorder 37pts, third place to Nick Tiffin 36pts
and fourth place to Eric Sore 35pts. In last place, and awarded the
wooden spoon was Connor Methven.

The winner of the Baz Huber trophy was Luke Gregson, again a
big thank you to Karen, Linda, both Steve’s and family for their
continued support in awarding a voucher to the winner.

Before the band started, we had our usual charity raffle and
auction, | am pleased to announce we raised £1,270 for our
charity ‘Cancer Hair Care’ who support people going through
hair loss during a difficult time dealing with cancer.

Lastly, | would like to say a big thank you to everyone that helped
me on the day and prior, especially Susan my wife, Joey and Katrina,
also to Gerry, Julie and all the team for all their help in making the
whole day a success.

Simon Cheshire

Photo left,
Conor Methven
" graciously
receives the
‘Wooden Spoon’

Pﬁo above, Simon heshre cn ratulafes
Graham White on his win (with 38 points)
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Photo above (left), Guests enjoying dinner and
above (right), Eric Sore attempts to grab the cup.

All photos submitted by Tony Lloyd.



Parish Council Minutes

The next Parish Meeting will take place at 7 pm on the 4th of July.
There will be no meeting in June.

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

The Three Horseshoes....What’s On

We look forward to seeing you at one of our events. Be sure to
book a table to avoid disappointment!

Quiz Night Wednesday |7th July
Gin & Jazz Sunday 28th July

Car Show Sunday 18th August
Quiz Night Wednesday 21st August

COMMUNITY LUNCH
Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall
12.30pm Friday 12th July

%

WI Monthly Update

The June meeting was the first meeting with the new committee in
place and all went well. A really good turn out of members - lovely
to see so many of you. Chrisi did a quick resume of last month’s
AGM meeting then went on to new items - first on the agenda was
the July Garden Meeting which Angela Morrison has very kindly
agreed to have in her lovely garden.As on previous occasions this
meeting is open to members and their plus one - also everyone
was reminded of the earlier start time of 7pm.There will also be a
decorated summer hat competition for all to enter. The speaker for
the evening was then introduced - Alison Gates- who so gallantly
stepped in at the last minute. Alison’s talk and slide show was all
about the skill in illustrating children’s books. She took us through
the history behind book illustrations, interspersing her talk with
slides and books that she handed round. There is certainly more
to it than just drawing pictures. Alison also showed us some of her
own artwork - not only book illustrations but sketches of everyday
things, nature and buildings all seen through an artist’s eye. Alison
has some truly wonderful drawings that she had done. Alison is
clearly very passionate about her subject and made her talk so
interesting. The next meeting - the Garden Meeting - is on the |1
July at the earlier start time of 7pm. Looking forward to seeing
you and guests then.

Chrisi Hook

Community Lunch

Well it wasn’t a very nice day weather wise but still so many
of you braved the rain and the wind and came to support our
Community Lunch. It is also always so good to see everyone and
to enjoy the community spirit that we have come to associate
with this lunch. Soups as always were delicious with many people
having a second bowlful.The profits this month are being donated
to The Garden House Hospice so thank you to everyone for your
generosity. The next Community Lunch will be on the 12 July
12.30 - 2pm - a change from soup this time to a ploughman’s lunch,
deserts, tea and coffee all for the same price of £4 so great value.
Proceeds will go to the Parkinson’s Society. Looking forward to
seeing you all then.

Chrisi Hook

Price includes ploughmans lunch,
selection of desserts plus tea / coffee

OnThe Beat

Local Crime

G4E - Ashwell, Hinxworth, Bygrave, Newnham and
Caldecote

* Interference of a Motor Vehicle, High Street,Ashwell — On [st
April a van was targeted in High Street, Ashwell. The vehicle’s
side door was damaged, and the offender gained entry. No
tools were stored in the van, and nothing was stolen.

e Business Burglary, Station Road, Ashwell Road — Between
5th and 8th April a building site in Station Road, Ashwell was
targeted by thieves.The offenders got onto site and broke into
various lock ups and containers. The offenders stole a large
quantity of power tools.

e Burglary, High Street, Ashwell — On 10th April a male was
found at the back of the pub situated in the High Street,
Ashwell. The male was found by staff attempting to break into
an outbuilding of the pub.The male was detained by staff and
Police made an arrest.

*  Theft of number plates, West End, Ashwell — Overnight on
27th April both number plates were stolen from a vehicle
parked in the street.

e Burglary, High Street, Hinxworth — On 24th May between
19.24 and 19.47 a house was targeted in Hinxworth. The
offenders entered the home by forcing a side door, the
offenders have made a messy search of the whole address and
have targeted jewellery. A Blue Audi with tinted window was
seen at the location and at the time of the offence.

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the August edition
by July 20th. E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.



Church Services For July

Sun 7th July 09.15 | Family Service St Nicholas,
Hinxworth
Sun [4th July |09.15 | Holy Communion St Nicholas,
Hinxworth
Sun 14th July 16.00 | Evening Prayer for | St Mary’s,
the Feast of Mary | Caldecote
Magdalene
Sun 2lstJuly | 09.15 | Holy Communion St Nicholas,
Hinxworth
Sun 28th July |09.30 | BCP Communion StVincent’s,
Newnham

Let The Games Begin

| can’t wait for the Olympics to start in Paris later this month,
where we’ll get to enjoy a feast of the more traditional sports, as
well as some newbies like surfing, breakdancing (‘breaking’) and
skateboarding. | love how, for a few weeks, the nation becomes
glued to the medal tables as well as becoming armchair experts
in sports we've never played before after having only watched a
few minutes on the BBC.We end up saying things like ‘Oh — look,
they’ve just gone down rock in this cypher’ with great authority to
impress fellow viewers (or perhaps that’s just me?).

Anyway, unlike many national and international events that can
become polarising and sometimes hostile (UK and US elections
anyone?), the Olympics feel like something we can enjoy together
as a community, even if we're not all cheering for Team GB. It’s less
tribal than other sporting events,and the exotic, unfamiliar nature
of many of the disciplines only adds to this.

That’s obviously not to say it’s not an enormous deal for the
athletes. The journalist Simon Barnes describes in his book, The
Meaning of Sport, walking around the Olympic Park in Barcelona
and realising that “(on any day) | could walk into any hall or onto
any sports field,and witness the most important day in somebody’s
life: the few minutes for which all their previous life had been a
preparation”.And when you think about it that’s pretty special.

But rather than the ‘sporting excellence’ angle, | love that the
Olympics can be a thread that knits a community together.

Whether it’s a conversation in the pub, the park, or the WI,
there are incredible stories, victories and defeats that we all talk
about. And we all talk about them from the same starting point
— that of a non-Olympic athlete. The Games are a leveller for
the audience, a shared experience that we can all enjoy from the
same perspective, and | think there’s real social value in that. But
for anyone still wanting to appear more expert, just make sure
you know your ‘Flip Tricks’ from your ‘Fakies’.

Matt Flint

Shout out for the HertsLynx Bus Service!

I've been using the HertsLynx bus over the last few weeks &
have been really impressed with the service. Unlike traditional
bus services, it doesn’t follow a timetable or have any set routes,
instead passengers can choose from a wide variety of pick up &
drop off locations across Hertfordshire. | simply select where &
when | want to travel by using the HertsLynx app. If you don’t
want to use the app, you can book via their website or by calling
the HertsLynx team.

A

HM Government

Book your journey today

The buses are all brand new, have USB chargers beside every seat
& are fully air conditioned. They also have a ramp for wheelchair
users & a dedicated wheelchair area on board. And it gets
better.....it operates until 11.30pm on Friday & Saturday nights!
If you simply want transport to & from the Lister hospital, are
planning a night out with friends, or anything else within Herts
I'd highly recommend this service. If you'd like to know more &
do your bit for the environment, get in touch with the HertsLynx
team https://www.intalink.org.uk/about-hertslynx!

Katrina Hoskins

Wise Words

“Happiness, not in another place
but this place...not for another
hour, but this hour.”

Walt Whitman (Walter
Whitman Junior) American
poet, essayist and journalist

Born May 31st 1819. Died
March 26th 1892, aged 72
years.



