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Keeping your home secure when the sun is shining

As the weather turns milder and a few patches of sunshine appear, 
we want to remind residents to keep their homes, gardens and 
outbuildings secure. Many residents are busy in their gardens at 
this time of year, or just throwing open a few windows to enjoy 
the warmer air. This is great news for burglars who are already 
taking advantage of the brighter days.

Whilst home burglaries are down compared to the same period 
last year, thefts from gardens, sheds and garages have increased 
by over 40 per cent. Burglars are particularly interested in any 
expensive equipment stored in outbuildings like power tools, 
bicycles or exercise equipment, so make sure your outbuildings 
are secure.

More than 50 shed and outbuilding burglaries have occurred 
around the county during April,.  Here are twelve tips to make 
your garden and outbuildings more secure:

•	 Always lock doors, windows and outbuildings if leaving your 
home or even when you go upstairs or to another part of 
your home.

•	 Always lock your shed, preferably with two hasp and staple 
locks (one near the top and one near the bottom of the 
door) or use an alarmed padlock.

•	 Secure your rear garden by locking entry gates with a padlock.

•	 Burglars can use garden tools to break in, so make sure you 
securely lock away any tools after use.

•	 Ensure boundary fences are secure and in good condition. 
Spiky plants along garden boundaries are good additional 
deterrents.

•	 Tools and gardening equipment should be visibly marked with 
your postcode and house number - this can deter thieves and 
help police identify the rightful owner.

•	 Remember to lock your garage door securely. Metal ‘up and 
over’ doors can be secured with extra locks fitted either 
side and/or a floor-mounted locking ‘T’ bar with a closed 
shackle padlock. Wooden garage doors can be secured with 
two substantial ‘hasps and staple’ locks and closed shackle 
padlocks (your local DIY store can advise on the most secure 
options).

•	 Make access to the rear of your property difficult, keep rear/
side gates closed and locked and ensure boundary walls/
fences are in good repair.

•	 Keep wheelie bins secured so they cannot be moved or used 
as climbing aids.

•	 Plant defensive spiky plants under windows such as berberis, 
roses and pyracantha.

•	 Most bicycles are stolen from home so ensure they are kept 
in secure sheds, outbuildings and garages. Consider installing 
ground anchors if you have a concrete floor. If not, look for 
security rated products specifically for wooden and metal 
sheds.

Take extra security precautions for storing expensive bikes, it is 
recommended that they are security marked and registered at 
Bike Register.  For more detailed security advice, please visit our 
crime prevention pages at www.herts.police.uk.

Theft from Motor vehicle, Back Street, Ashwell – Over 
night on 13th March a vehicle was approached in Back Street, 
Ashwell. Both the front and rear number plates were stolen.

Business Burglary, New Inn Road, Hinxworth – Overnight 
on the 4th March a building site was entered in New Inn Road. 
The offenders forced containers and found power tools that 
were stored on site. The offenders have removed property and 
made off.

Theft of Motor Vehicle, The Rick Yard, Ashwell – At 4.33am 
on 13th March a Black Ford Focus ST was stolen from the Rick 
Yard, Ashwell. The victim woke up to see the vehicle speeding 
away towards Baldock. The owner had both sets of keys in his 
possession, the offenders used a device to open and start the 
vehicle.

Business Burglary, Station Road, Ashwell Road – Overnight 
on 13th March a building site in Station Road, Ashwell was targeted 
by thieves. The offenders got onto site and broke into various 
lock ups and containers. The offenders stole a large quantity of 
power tools.

Local lidos reopen for the summer season

North Hertfordshire’s two popular outdoor pools, Hitchin Lido 
and Letchworth Lido, are reopening this month for the summer 
season.

The facilities, run by Everyone Active in partnership with North 
Herts Council, have been closed for the winter break since 
September 2023, but are set to reopen on Saturday, May 25.

New for this year are morning and afternoon sessions, to ensure 
more people can enjoy the lidos.  Whilst visitors are still welcome 
to turn up on the day, a new booking system has been introduced 
this season to help the local community plan their summer 
activities. Just download the Everyone Active app or visit www.
everyoneactive.com.
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• Village Voice •
The ‘Northern Lights’ Show

On Friday 10th May,  a  strong 
solar storm headed towards 
Earth.  Hinxworth and most 
of the UK were lucky enough 
to experience the Northern 
Lights.  This rare and severe 
geomagnetic storm was the 
first for nearly 20 years. 

The storm, caused by 
powerful eruptions known 
as coronal mass ejections 
triggered spectacular displays 
of aurora - some of which 
were beautifully captured over 
St Nicholas’.  A big thank you 
to Christy White for sending 
these into the Village Voice for 
everyone to enjoy!

You can see all of Christy’s 
pictures on the ‘Our 
Hinxworth’ Facebook Page

Hinxworth Village Hall Update
Date for your diary...Christmas Ball - 30th November 24

Soul singer Uche Eke & Disco by Discovery Roadshow will provide 
the entertainment and the menu will be from Christy’s Kitchen. 
If you wish to register an interest, contact Helene 07890212194 
(text) or email h.donohoe@btopenworld.com. 

Book Keeper Required

VHMC are looking for a new book keeper for the village hall 
accounts.  This is a voluntary position with no cash to deposit 
or obligation to attend all meetings (2 to 3 max, a year or as 
needed which will include the AGM and filing of the accounts 
with the Charity Commission). Please contact Helene Donohoe 
on 07890212194.

Helene Donohoe

‘The Northern Lights over St Nicholas’, pictured above,  submitted by Christy White

Charlie Chicks - Total Raised!
Thank You to everyone that supported the 2024 Charlie Chick 
Campaign.  The grand total raised this year is an amazing £20,250.  
The funds raised from the sales of these cheerful chicks makes a 
huge difference to Garden House Hospice Care.  This year GHHC, 
need to raise £7.7million to fund its services, with our community 
coming together like this makes all the work at GHHC possible. 
Thank You again to each and every one of you.

Katrina Hoskins

North Herts Budget Hub - Sign Up
Did you know that North Herts council have recently set-up a 
‘Budget Hub’ which provides insight on how budget is set, the 
services delivered and difficult decisions to be made ahead of the 
2025/26 budget.

The background of this is (from the North Herts Council 
Website): 

Now we’ve finalised our budget for 2024/2025, it’s evident that we, 
like many other local councils, face challenging times. The government 
has reduced funding to our district by around £5.5 million in real 
terms since 2010, whilst our population has increased by 4.8% 
between 2011 and 2021.

This puts us in a difficult position, necessitating tough decisions that 
will impact people across North Herts already grappling with the cost 
of living.

Despite these challenges, we are committed to delivering essential 
services to our residents. We are keen for residents to be part of future 
budget discussions so please sign up to stay informed and have your 
say in shaping the direction of our community.

To sign-up and be part of future 
budget conversations, go to: 

www.North-Herts.gov.uk

Use the link to the Budget 
Hub on the Home Page to 
receive details of upcoming 
engagements, reports and 
project related news. 



Church Services For June

Sun 2nd Jun 09.15 Family Service St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 9th Jun 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 16th Jun 09.30 Bishop Visit with BCP 
Communion

St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 16th Jun 11.00 Bishop visit with  All 
Age Communion

St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 23rd Jun No Service St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 23rd Jun 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 30th Jun 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Parish Council Minutes

Your Church News 

Alec Stephenson

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 2nd 
MAY 2024 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman), Mr T Lloyd, Mr T Dawson, Mrs. E 
Oliver, Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Apologies: Richard Cobb (Vice-Chairman) Steve Jarvis 
Hertfordshire County Councillor and Tom Tyson District 
Councillor.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting 
of 7th March were agreed by the Parish Councillors with the 
following amendment:-

The Footpath behind the Church: The Parish Councillors have 
notified the land owner who has closed the footpath temporarily 
to allow for a dangerous tree to be moved also due to very wet 
conditions.

The minutes were then proposed by Tony Lloyd and seconded by 
Tony Dawson.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda. Nothing to report.

3. Correspondence: Application 24/00569/FP at Land Adjoining to 
Christy’s Yard:- The Parish Council has received correspondence 
from a Hinxworth resident regarding this application. This has been 
passed to the N.H.D.C. Planning Department who have provided a 
response detailing that the action taken would stand.

Notification of Formal Regulations on Financial Conduct: Noted 
by the Councillors.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Tony Lloyd 
and seconded by Liz Oliver.

Parish Council Year End 2023/2024: The figures of income and 
expenditure for the year were provided to the Councillors. These 
agreed with the bank statements. Therefore the AGAR exemption 
certificate for 2023/2024 (for Smaller Authorities with income 
of less than £25000.00 per annum) can now be completed and 
forwarded PKF Littlejohn LLL (Ref: SBA Team) 1 Westferry Circus, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 4HD.

The accountants are responsible for overseeing the Smaller 
Authorities (England).

5. Planning: Planning Consultations/Decision Notices: Nothing to 
Report.

6. Highways: New Inn Road:- It appears there is a problem with 
parking at the High Street end of New Inn Road. Parked vehicles do 
not allow for wide lorries/farm vehicles to pass without mounting 
the kerb alongside the wall. This has led to a tree being damaged 
and we have concerns over possible damage to the listed wall. 
Residents should bear in mind when parking on the road down 
there that large farm vehicles do need to pass and as the summer 
months approach this will be more frequent, please consider this 
to prevent damage to your vehicle and the surrounding landscape.

7. Village Hall: Nothing to Report.

8. Recreation Ground: Ashwell Accies have made a request to the 
Parish Council for the use of the recreation ground. The Chairman 
has written to them to arrange a meeting to discuss further. A 
reply is awaited.

9. The Tennis Court: Nothing to report.

10. Allotments: The Parish Council has been notified one 
allotmenteer has given up his plot. This has now been taken over 
by another enthusiast. Additionally Dick Cobb is awaiting quotes 
for the rain catchment equipment.

11. Any Other Urgent Business: The War Memorial Clock: Again 
Graham Newman is to be contacted again regarding the servicing 
of the clock. The Councillors thanked Tony Dawson who plans 
to hopefully attend to the flower beds/grass area at the War 
Memorial as the soil appears to be drying out.

12: Date of the Next Meeting: The next Parish Meeting will take 
place at 7 pm on the 4th of July. There will be no meeting in June.

The meeting closed at 7.45pm.

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

The annual St George’s day service on 21st April took place at 
the church of that name in Edworth followed by refreshments 
courtesy of the Smyth family in their barn. Many thanks to 
Rosemary for their kind hospitality.

A date for your diary: Coffee mornings to raise funds for the 
church are being started again by Viv Hughes and team in the Oak 
Room in the church’s car park area from 10:00 am to 12:30 on the 
first Saturday of the month starting on the 1st June.

On the 4th Sunday of the month there is a church service for 
families with young children at 2:30 for an hour called ‘Family 
Café Church’. Details of both these events are on Our Hinxworth 
Facebook page and the notice board by the church gate.

The Barbecue  and  Village Family Fun Day event has been 
postponed until the summer next year in 2025.



Community Lunch

Chrisi Hook

WI Monthly Update

May meeting - so it must be time for the WI AGM.  A good turnout 
of members for this meeting with only three members unable to 
attend.  Anki opened the meeting, welcoming everyone and then 
went on to outline the agenda for the evening.  Firstly she started 
off with her yearly round up of events - the highs and the lows, the 
laughs and the tears throughout the year.  It was a lovely report 
and reminded us all what a good president Anki has been over the 
last four years - sadly for us she is now stepping down from this 
role and from the committee but remaining as a member..  Hilary 
was up next and as treasurer she outlined the finances of the WI, 
all our outgoings/income throughout the year and the current 
bank balance.  Again sadly Hilary is also stepping back from this 
role after many years as Treasurer but has agreed to remain on 
the committee.  Both Anki and Hilary were each presented with a 
small gift as a thank you from all the members.  A new committee 
was suggested and voted in for the coming year.  The speaker for 
the evening was then introduced - Frank Everest - a retired bee-
keeper.  Who would have thought that bees could be so interesting 
- absolutely fascinating talk illustrated by a colourful slide show. 
The next meeting is on Thursday 13 June at 7.30pm.

Chrisi Hook

Lots of lovely people and lots of lovely food - as ever your support 
for this event is wonderful and once again we can make a generous 
donation to our chosen charity - this time the donation goes to 
Diabetes UK.  Thank you to the soup makers and to everyone 
who helped setting up and clearing away - a great team effort.  
The next Community Lunch is on the 14 June 12.30 to 2pm in 
the village hall.

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the July edition by 
Jun 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.

Ashwell and Bassingbourn Patients Group
Notes from May Meeting

Ruth ten Hove was welcomed as a new representative for Ashwell 
following Mike Pearch's retirement. Mike was thanked for his long 
commitment to the group. 

Katie (our Practice Manager) reported that, following a new 
appointment to our Reception team, we are fully staffed in all 
departments. Good news given the recruitment problems in the 
NHS generally. 

There was a long discussion about the introduction of “Total 
Triage” (TT) – a NHS appointment system. The principle is that 
appointment requests are made using a standard form which 
is then reviewed in timely fashion by a GP, who will decide the 
best course of action – see a GP or a nurse, telephone call, refer 
to a pharmacist etc. It should make things smoother and more 
appropriate. However, during the early days, patients experienced 
frustrating glitches. Modifications were swiftly made and problems 
have become less frequent. Important things to note:

– Patients who have difficulty with IT can be assisted (on the 
phone or at the surgery) with completing the form

– You only need to use the form for on-the-day or routine 
appointments, for admin queries or such things as sick notes

– You can just ring up for a nurse  or blood test appointment

– Some patients have complained about not being rung back as 
promised. In quite a few cases this is because the number on our 
records is out of date. So please ensure that the surgery has your 
current number(s).

TT has been in use at Baldock Surgery for some time and works 
well. Let's hope that ours settles down quickly and that patients 
will come to appreciate its benefits.

We are making progress with guides for new patients a general 
guide to our surgery and hope to make them available shortly.

Once TT has become embedded we intend to produce our 
second Annual Survey. In the meantime, Katie has carried out a 
number of “on-the-day” service satisfaction surveys where results 
have been generally positive.

We are involved in numerous community activities – links 
with Ashwell and Bassingbourn Primary Schools (art projects), 
Ashwell Brownies and Guides (gardening), Greening Ashwell 
(environmental improvements) and an information session with 
Bassingbourn over 60s.

Our next meeting will be in July.

Peter Chapman

Wise Words

'It had long come to my attention that people of accomplishment 
rarely sat back and let things happen to them.  They went out and 

happened to things.' 

Leonardo (di ser Piero) da Vinci - Italian painter, draftsman, 
engineer, scientist, theorist,sculptor, and architect. 

15 April 1452 - 2 May 1519 ( 67 years)


