
Many thanks to the children at Ashwell School for brightening up our surgery with their new collage.

Ashwell and Bassingbourn Patients Group

Peter Chapman

Join us on Sunday 12th May 11am-5pm for a great day out for all 
the family!   This beautiful and historic village welcomes visitors 
from near and far for a whole day of entertainment and fun for all 
ages at its annual fundraising event 'Ashwell at Home'.  

Entry £10 adults on the day (children free with paying adult), or £9 
in advance from the website www.ashwellathome.org.uk. Parking 
is free.    

Location: Ashwell is in North Hertfordshire, near Junction 10 of 
the A1(M).  Ashwell, Hertfordshire SG7 5NY 

Please visit the website for programme updates and to purchase 
advance tickets:  www.ashwellathome.org.uk   

All proceeds to Ashwell Museum, St Mary's Church and Ashwell 
Primary School.  
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Little Villagers Easter Egg Hunt

Lizzie Cree

Our Littlest Villagers gathered with 
excitement at St. Nicholas Church 
this past Easter Sunday for a delightful 
Easter egg hunt.

Colourful Easter eggs, carefully hidden 
throughout the churchyard, awaited 
eager young hunters with the goal to 
collect ten eggs for a prize. Children 
dashed off in every direction, searching 
high and low for the hidden treasures, 
enjoying exploring the church. Finishing 
off with some chocolate and a buttered 
hot cross bun, a lovely morning was 
had by all. 

Thank you to everyone that attended, 
Reverend Chris and the St Nicholas 
wardens for allowing the hunt to take 
place.  We hope to do it again next 
year!

Allotmenteers look ahead to Spring 

The much-anticipated spring meeting of our village allotment 
community took place this past Thursday, April 18th, sheltering 
from a spate of April Showers at the Three Horseshoes. 

Much was discussed on improving our plots and we shared 
exciting updates on our ongoing projects. Chief among them is 
the development of a new rain catchment system. By capturing 
and utilising rainwater efficiently, we can minimise waste and 
maximise the health and vitality of our plots.

Looking ahead to the summer months, we're excited to announce 
plans for an excess donations stall. As our gardens flourish and 
produce hopefully bountiful harvests, we'll be setting up a stall 
where members can donate surplus seedlings and produce. It's 
a wonderful opportunity to share the abundance of the season 
with our fellow villagers while supporting local sustainability 
efforts.

As demand for allotment spaces continues to grow across 
the country, we're eager to welcome new members into 
our gardening family from the village. Whether you're an 
experienced gardener or a newcomer with a budding interest 
in horticulture, do get in touch for more information if you are 
considering a plot (or even just half a plot) with Lizzie at hello@
lizziecreeflowers.com

Lizzie Cree

A Thank You from Viv, Geoff and Family

Viv, Geoff and Family would to say a huge, heartfelt thank you, to all 
who sent cards, flowers and messages following the sudden death 
of Heidi. The support and love shown us has been overwhelming 
and is helping us through this difficult time.  Special thanks to WI 
ladies for helping at the village hall at short notice. We had no idea 
of the high regard Heidi held by so many. With her cheerfulness 
and lovely smile, we feel proud that she was our daughter.

Viv HughesCopy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the June edition by 
May 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.



Church Services For May

Sun 5th May 09.15 Family Service St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Thu 9th May 19.30 Ascension, Holy 
Communion

St Mary’s,    
Ashwell

Sun 12th May 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 19th May 09.15 Pentecost,    Holy 
Communion

St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 26th May 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 26th May 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Parish Council Minutes

Your Church News

Alec Stephenson

Food For Thought - Part Two
Last month I wrote about a quote I read; ‘eating is an agricultural 
act’ and the disconnect there is between our commoditised food 
system and the environments that produce it.

As we saw, warnings from farming groups are clear and loud, but 
part of the issue is that the threat is a future one so there’s limited 
jeopardy or incentive to change things today, even though the 
warning bells are ringing. It’s also hard to bring about behavioural 
change when our food system is global and controlled by multi-
billion-pound companies. Plus, people have been used to this 
‘commoditised’ food system for a couple of generations now, so 
moving to a more sustainable model (where produce comes in 
and out of season) would be seen as a backwards step. As the 
Nature Friendly Farming Network say, ‘It will require a shift in 
diets, away from a propensity for junk food produced through 
heavy reliance on agrichemicals and monoculture, towards foods 
that are as healthy and diverse as the landscapes where they’re 
produced’. There’s also a political and market governance layer 
to this, and crucially, there’s also the cost – sustainable farming 
practices can be more expensive.

So how can we start to reverse this? I can’t pretend I know all of 
the answers, but what I do know, is, that there’s loads of evidence 
for the ‘virtuous circle’ that’s created by food made in a more 
sympathetic way to the land and soil, not only tasting better, but 
being healthier for you. This can come with a premium and so 
trickier to do when budgets are tight, but it does make a difference.

Buying food at shops that can demonstrate provenance, and the 
methods that have been used to grow it, will make a positive 
impact. For anyone interested in this, there’s a great podcast called 
‘Farming Focus’, that has some accessible episodes around things 
like regenerative farming and soil health, that explore this idea, and 
are really interesting.

Matthew Flint

Hinxworth Parish Council Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting 2023/2024 held in the Village Hall at 8.00pm on Thursday 
4th April 2024

Due to the length of the APM minutes and attachments these are 
unable to be printed in the Village  Voice.  Therefore please view on 
the Hinxworth Parish Council website.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk on behalf of Hinxworth Parish 
Council

The picture (above) shows the Bell Ringers ‘in action’ on a  
Wednesday evening.

Looking ahead the annual parishioners meeting takes place in the 
church on Sunday 5th May at 10:30am. Come along, have your say 
and discover what the church has been up to during 2023 and the 
plans for the future.

March essentially saw activity in the church during Holy Week 
leading up to Easter Sunday on March 31st on which day an Easter 
Egg hunt took place after the service in the church grounds which 
was well attended and great fun for the thirty or so children who 
took part.

During the month the church bells have continued to be rung on 
Wednesday evenings. The ringers are mostly from Ashwell with 
two people from the village. Paul Watler, captain of Bells, is always 
keen to have more people join the bell ringers’ group.

But overall, I think the best way we 
can help this is by lots of little actions. 
Simply having a chat about it. Maybe 
substituting one item of your weekly 
shop for a seasonal item. Joining a local 
allotment, as many of you have here 
in Hinxworth, (albeit that’s certainly a 
bigger commitment). But all of these are 
fantastic ways to start to break the cycle. 
And the more little things people do, the 
easier it’ll get. The economies of scale will 
begin to spread across the system and the 
change can happen. The politics is a more 
complicated matter, but if in the medium-
term enough people start to care about it 
then the politicians will start to act. And 
hopefully they will do something that is as 
impactful to the land, as the simple act of 
eating.



Community Lunch

Chrisi Hook

Tables and chairs set and menu written up on the board ready for 
service at 12.30.  What a menu too - an aromatic curry soup served 
with crushed peanuts, bacon and potato soup with crispy potato 
skins and a delightful vegetarian option of carrot and coriander - all 
equally popular making for a difficult choice .  Puddings to follow 
and a favourite this time being the banoffee pie which was made 
by Joe.  Many thanks to the cooks.  And as ever a big thank you to 
you all for your continuing support in this project.  A great turnout 
meaning we are able this month to donate £100.00 to our chosen 
charity Motor Neurone Disease.  The next Community Lunch will  
be on the 10th May 12.30 - 2pm.  Looking forward to seeing you 
all then.  Many thanks everyone.

On The Beat
Local Crime - G4E - Ashwell, Hinxworth, Bygrave, Newnham and 
Caldecote

•	 Burglary,  Ashwell Street - Overnight on 1st February a 
building site situated in Ashwell Street was targeted. The 
offenders broke into a office by cutting a padlock.  Once inside 
a generator and chop saw were stolen. 41/8742/24

•	 Burglary,  Ashwell Street - Overnight on 1st February a 
outbuilding was broken into. The offenders had turned off a 
fuse box, had used a screwdriver to break the patio window 
and entered the building. Offenders have stolen power tools. 
This offence is linked to the above crime. 41/9102/24

•	 Burglary, Ashwell Road, Bygrave – A further offence linked to 
the above series. The property on Ashwell Road, Bygrave is 
under renovation. The offenders had entered and had stolen 
power tools.

WI Monthly Update
This month the members of the group took over control of the 
meeting and treated the Committee to a really great evening.  
After a very  few brief opening words from Anki she handed 
over the reins to Sylvia who was the members' spokesperson for 
the event.  First of all we were all invited to help ourselves to 
refreshments - a glass of wine or a selection of fruit juices and tuck 
into the buffet that the members had all contributed to, all quite 
delicious too.  Once we were all back in our seats Sylvia started 
off the evening with a word game - in teams we had to come 
up with the longest word we could which incorporated three 
given letters which had to appear in our chosen word in the given 
order.  The longest word earned the most points.  Out of interest 
the longest word in the English dictionary consists of 45 letters 
(pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcaniosis - which refers to a  
type of lung disease).  The teams were all quite good at this game 
and only one point separated first and second place.  However 
we were not nearly so good when it came to playing a version 
of the TV game Countdown but really good fun none the less.  A 
lovely evening rounded off first by the committee members each 
being presented with a wonderful flowering pot plant and then 
calling the lucky numbers for the numerous raffle prizes.  Lastly 
we were all told to make a note of the 13th  October when we 
will be organising another Big Breakfast for the community.  The 
next meeting in May is the AGM on the 9th May at the usual time 
of 7.30pm.

Chrisi Hook

Anyone for Tennis? 
We have a Tennis Court available at the Old Rectory in Edworth.  
This can be used for a small fee (which will go to Charity).  There 
are lots of racquets and balls available to use.  Please text me  on 
07787 004414 in advance if you would like to come along to play.   
Please note - this is used at your own responsibility. 

I also have a horse ménage available for rent, please call on the 
number above for more details. 

Angela Morrison

The Three Horseshoes - Upcoming Events

•	 Saturday 4th May - Karaoke and Cocktails

•	 Wednesday 15th May - Quiz Night


