
The Mirror by AA Milne 

From ‘ When We Were Very Young’     (1924)

Between the woods the afternoon

Is fallen in a golden swoon.

The sun looks down from quiet skies

To where a quiet water lies,

And silent trees stoop down to trees.

And there I saw a white swan make

Another white swan in the lake;

And, breast to breast, both motionless,

They waited for the wind's caress. . .

And all the water was at ease.

Alan Alexander Milne - British Author -1882 to 1956 - is best 
known for his children’s stories about Pooh, Piglet and Christopher 
Robin, but he also wrote at least 2  volumes of poetry. 

2024 marks the centenary of the publication of A. A. Milne’s first 
volume of verse: ‘‘When we were very Young’.On The Beat

G4E - Ashwell, Hinxworth, Bygrave, Newnham and Caldecote

Burglary, Ashwell End – On 26th August a farm outbuilding was 
entered and a leaf blower was stolen. 41/72291/24 Refers

Burglary, Partridge Hill, Ashwell – On 22nd August a property 
on Partridge hill was entered.  A search was completed of the 
property, and nothing was taken. 41/71610/24 refers

Local Crime

Priority day of action carried out in Baldock, Letchworth 
and villages

The North Herts Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) carried 
out a priority day of action in September.  Officers carried out 
speed checks which resulted in several drivers being stopped and 
given words of advice while others were issued traffic offence 
reports.

The afternoon saw officers patrolling the rural villages of Ashwell, 
Therfield, Kelshall, Sandon, Reed and Newnham. The target was to 
deter hare coursing and carry out engagement with the farming 
community.

To find out more about this and other local activities, you can join 
the community messaging  platform Herts Connected.  You will 
receive free local police messages from Neighbourhood Watch, 
Action Fraud, the Police and Crime Commissioner.  For more 
information, go to:  https://www.hertsconnected.co.uk

Ashwell Makers Market -  Supporting Local 

Business
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Christmas Windows Wanted
There are still some slots available for anyone that would like to 
participate in this year’s Advent windows.  If you would like more 
information, or would like to book a date please  email- amy@
letsactdramaclasses.co.uk

Volunteers Wanted - Can You Help? 
I am writing to ask if you would like to become a volunteer, to be 
a compassionate neighbour in your area, to be part of an exciting 
local collaborative project that cares for the most vulnerable and 
socially isolated residents in within Ashwell and the surrounding 
villages. This initiative is organised by Ashwell Church, Ashwell 
Parish Council and Ashwell and Bassingbourn Patients Group.

This project is led by the Garden House Hospice, as part of an 
outreach community programme that has already set up more 
than ten community well-being hubs, in North Hertfordshire. 
The weekly hubs are run by compassionate neighbours and 
include participation in an exercise group, an opportunity for 
conversation, and to join in creative and fun activities,  promoting 
health and well-being, enabling individuals to feel more in control 
and to live life to its fullest potential.  GHH offers help with setting 
up the hubs and training the volunteers. Sometimes community 
members require a regular home visit, rather than joining in the 
hub, GHH also matches them with a compassionate neighbour. 
The commitment of volunteers is approximately one to two 
hours per week.  If you are interested please do have a look at 
more detail on the website: https://www.ghhospicecare.org.uk/
community-hubs

If you would like to become a volunteer, please do complete 
the volunteer form (in the box which asks for any additional 
information, please put in ASHWELL) https://www.ghhospicecare.
org.uk/compassionate-neighbours

In the first instance if you require any further information, do 
drop me a line directly at ruthtenhove1@gmail.com. I do hope 
you would like to be part of this important local work. 

Ruth tenHove  (Member of Ashwell and Bassingbourn 
Patients Group)

Hinxworth Through The Ages
This month we share another picture from the past, sent in by 
Katrina Hoskins as part of her research into information about 
Hinxworth in years gone by, 

This month we see Villagers congregated at the War Memorial, 
a traditional still upheld today as we continue to congregate for 
Rememberance Sunday every November. 

As Christmas is approaching, the Alternative Christmas Card 
Scheme in Hinxworth and Edworth means a donation can be 
made to one or both of the chosen charities instead of buying and 
sending Christmas cards to friends and neighbours in Hinxworth 
and Edworth. A printed Christmas card with seasonal greetings 
and the names of all the participants will be delivered to every 
house in the two villages before Christmas. Last year £1,421 was 
raised for the two nominated charities.

This year the chosen charities are the Garden House Hospice in 
Letchworth, which provides a wide range of services for patients, 
their carers, and families facing a life limiting illness; and the 
NSPCC who help children in the UK who have been abused, to 
rebuild their lives, protect those children at risk and find the best 
ways to prevent abuse.

If you would like to participate in the scheme I have set up a 
Just Giving page for the Garden House Hospice (www.justgiving.
com/page/rachel-giles-1729107893733) and for the NSPCC 
(www.justgiving.com/page/rachel-giles- 1729110334206). When 
donating, please tick “hide donation amount from public view”. It 
is also imperative that you put the names of all the people in your 
household including surname, and if you have not participated 
before, your address so that I can include all the contributors’ 
names and addresses in the Christmas card.

If you prefer not to use Just Giving please put your contribution 
in an envelope with your name and address. Cheques can be 
made payable to “Garden House Hospice Care” or “the NSPCC”. 
Please drop donations to me at Bury End Farm, Ashwell Road, 
Hinxworth by Wednesday 4 th December.

If you have any questions please email:  rachel@gilesunlimited.
co.uk. 

Alternative Christmas Card Scheme

Rachel Giles



Church Services For November

Sun 3rd Nov 09.15 Family Service for All 
Saints (see below)

St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 3rd Nov 17.00 Requiem Mass for All 
Souls (see below)

St Mary’s,    
Ashwell

Sun 10th Nov 09.45 Remembrance Holy 
Communion follow by 
Act of Remembrance 
at War Memorial

St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 17th Nov 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 24th Nov 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Hinxworth

Sun 24th 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Parish Council Minutes

Church News

Alec Stephenson

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 3rd 
OCTOBER 2024 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr 
T. Dawson and  Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Other persons present: - Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County 
Councillor. Tom Tyson, District Councillor.

Apologies: Tony Lloyd.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
5th September were agreed. Proposed by Nick Tiffin and seconded 
by Dick Cobb.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda. Nothing to report.

3. Correspondence: Nothing to Report.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed to 
the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Tony Dawson 
and seconded by Nick Tiffin.

5. Planning:  Nothing to Report.

6. Highways: Overgrown Hedges and Verges: As reported last 
month the Parish Councillors, as are local residents, becoming 
increasingly concerned still no action has been taken on this matter. 
Dick Cobb therefore has voluntarily taken action and cut back the 
verges to the west of the village and around the white gates. The 
Parish Councillors thanked him for his endeavours in this but still 
feel in the long term the local authority should be more active 
here. Likewise, Tony Smyth has cut some of the verges in New Inn 
Road the Parish Councillors convey their thanks to him also.

Speed Reduction Project in the High Street.: Nick Tiffin met with 
Steve Jarvis and representatives of Hertfordshire Highways along 
with Geoff Burrows last week regarding new proposals for the 
east end chicane. Mr Burrows had written to the Parish Council 
regarding his concerns on the positioning of the chicane and the 
yellow double lines. This, as he explained would restrict parking 
of the vehicles of those persons attending St Nicholas Church. It 
was therefore agreed by all parties for the chicane and the double 
yellow lines to be re-sited before the church entrance and this 
would mean a small extension of the 30 mph limit. This would 
allow parking for the Church to remain as is, although it is noted, 
that parking in front of the church entrance should be discouraged 
should emergency vehicles need to enter the gates. This proposal 
will be drawn up and go out for public consultation within the next 
five weeks. A copy of the plans and the proposal for the project will 
be published in the  Village Voice.

Flooding:  With all the rain we have had, we are encouraged that 
the first bend in New Inn Road has held up well and no serious 
local flooding occurred.  Other parts have suffered a little due to 
the deluge we have seen in the last few weeks,

7. Village Hall:  Nothing to Report.

8. Recreation Ground: Use of the Recreation Ground: There 
has been no further communication regarding this matter from  
Ashwell Accies or The Three Horseshoes Cricket Club.

Flooding: The top area of the Recreation Ground is underwater 
and not useable.

9. The Tennis Court: Nothing to report.

10. Allotments:  All the subs for the 24/25 season have been received. 
The installation of the new water catchment units is underway.

11. Any Other Urgent Business:

Repairs to the War Memorial:  The start of this project is underway 
but has been delayed somewhat due to the bad weather. 

Nevertheless, when work commences it should take somewhere 
in the region of few weeks to complete.

The War Memorial Clock: A reply is awaited from Graham 
Newman as to when he will be able to commence work on the 
clock. This will now not be able to be start until after the repair 
work on the War Memorial is completed.

The Waste Bin Contract: Tom Tyson notified the meeting the 
contract commencing in May 2025 has been awarded to Veolia. 
There will be some changes to the collection cycle, though they 
are not likely to be implemented until late in the summer of 2025.

12: Date of the Next Meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting 
will take place at 7pm on the 7th November.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

Note:  Our All Souls special service is to remember all those we 
have loved who have died; please email Chris (chris@revcc.uk) if 
you would like a name included

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2024

Remembrance Sunday is on the 10th November when we 
remember those who gave their lives in the two world wars during 
the first half of the 1990s. This year is significant because it is the 
80th anniversary of not only the D Day landings in Normandy on 
the 6 th June but also the attack by the allied parachute divisions 
on the Rhine Bridges on operation Market Garden on 17th 
September.

Medals can be worn, belonging to those veterans who took part 
in these wars, by relatives and friends by displaying them on the 
right chest.

Similarly, medals can be worn on your left chest by not only armed 
forces people who have been on active service over the last 80 
years or so but also anybody involved in emergency services, 
police, NHS and others who have been awarded these for their 
actions and service  

The day starts with a church service at 9:45 am and then the 
Celebration of Remembrance at our war memorial from about 
10:50 onwards.



Community Lunch

WI Monthly Update

Chrisi Hook

Chrisi Hook

A  really interesting meeting. Our speaker for the evening was 
Kellie Mclean the Senior Sensory and Insights Manager from 
Jordans Dorset Ryvita.  She gave us a really informative talk on 
food sensory and what goes into the development of products 
before it reaches the supermarket shelves.  She then went on to 
demonstrate this getting us all to taste foods to tell the difference 
between samples.  We liked all of it and suffice it to say were 
not expert tasters by any means.  We then went on to aromas 
to test our sense of smell.  Ten different concentrates of smell 
were offered to us to see if we could correctly guess the smell.  
Much harder than you might realise although I don't think any of 
us will be forgetting the concentrated garlic oil.  A very informative 
evening and good fun too. The next  WI meeting will be on the 
14th  November at 7.30pm.  As always we would love to see new 
members come along so please do give it a go.  See you all in 
November.

Some traditional and not so traditional soups on offer this time - a 
very seasonal pumpkin, a traditional leek and potato and a roasted 
garlic and mushroom - all quite delicious so a difficult choice.  So 
very good to see so many people there getting together again 
and enjoying lunch and a catch up - thank you as ever for your 
continuing support to this charity fund raising event.  We are able 
this month to make a generous donation to the Melanoma Fund 
who do research into this form of cancer. Many thanks to you all.  
The next Community Lunch will be on the 15th November in the 
Village Hall 12.30 to 2pm.  Looking forward to seeing you all then.

Big Breakfast Update
The WI would like to say a really big thank you to everyone who 
supported the Big Breakfast on the 13 Oct. So many of you lovely 
people came along to enjoy our cooked breakfast.  Everyone  was 
so generous - not only to giving their money so generously but 
also in their praise of the breakfast itself.  Local sausages and bacon 
from Lower Wilbury Farm and  local farm eggs from one of our 
members made up just a few of the tasty items on offer for the 
full breakfast. The tables were full and the room full of chatter and 
laughter and delighted children enjoying themselves.  Thank you.

Chrisi Hook

Photo above, October Sunset over Newnham Hill

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the December 
edition by November 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.


