
Before It's Time to Go to Bed 
by Annette Wynne

Before it's time to go to bed,

Let's have a feast," October said,

"Let's call our family all together,

And celebrate this pleasant weather";

Then every leaf put on her best,

And each small shrub most richly dressed,

In red and gold and orange, too,

And many another party hue.

The party lasted day and night,

Until the leaves were tired quite,

"O Mother Dear," at last each said,

"It's time for us to go to bed;

Dear Mother Tree, good-night to you!"

Then loosed her hand and off it flew,

And every little sleepy head

Soon settled in the garden bed,

And dreamed the dreams that flowers do

And slept and slept the winter through.

Ashwell & Bassingbourn Patients Group
We welcome two new registrars to the practice. They are Dr 
Ramia Jameel and Dr Nisha Sivalingam. These are doctors who 
have finished their medical training and who are completing their 
in-surgery placement to become GPs. We are also pleased to 
welcome a new member of our reception team who comes with 
experience of working in another practice.

Preparations are afoot to create a “Frailty Hub” in Ashwell run 
jointly by The Garden House Hospice and St Mary's Church. The 
are currently 11 such hubs in North Herts and Stevenage and 
they are proving very popular. This new hub would be open to 
residents in Cambs and Beds. Our surgery was delighted to host 
the initial meeting.

Work will soon begin on our annual survey.

Patients seem to be getting used to the new online appointments 
system which has led to a sharp decline in telephone 
communications.  We are alarmed at the number of appointments 
missed by patients not turning up. There were 27 in one day 
recently.  This is obviously a waste of resources. If you can't attend 
please inform the surgery as soon as you are able so another 
patient can have that appointment.

Patients aged 75-79 and pregnant women over 28 weeks are 
being offered the new RSV (respiratory virus) vaccine.

The surgery was alerted to the fact that recent repeated text 
messages about flu clinics were unclear. This was because the 
external provider of this service did not convey the message as 
we had intended. Apologies for this.

There was a discussion about when text messages to individual 
patients are appropriate. This is not the case when the message 
is sensitive and surgery staff should pass on such messages by 
phone. The point was made however that it is not always easy to 
contact people by phone.

A number of questions from patients were answered:

– Referrals to Addenbrookes?: Patients can only be referred to 
Addenbrookes if our local NHS Board (Herts and West Essex) 
has a contract with that hospital for a specific treatment. Patients 
currently being seen by Addenbrookes will continue as before.

– Home visits?: These are only available to the registered 
housebound. To qualify the patient must be unable to leave home 
at all.

– Can patients request to see a particular doctor?: Yes. There is a 
space on the online form to do so.

– Should patients continue to receive reminders about 
appointments once they have attended?: No they shouldn't.

– Should the chairs at our blood pressure machine be adjustable?: 
We will check.

Our next meeting will be in November.

Peter Chapman

 Goodbye Bertie

A final sad goodbye was 
said to Bertie this month.  
He was a well known and 
respected character in 
Hinxworth and will be 
sadly missed.

Lucy Wade

Christmas Windows Wanted
Last year was a big success with seven windows in total and lots 
of villagers in attendance at each one!! It was the perfect way to 
count down to the big day! 

If anyone would like to take part this year please email- amy@
letsactdramaclasses.co.uk

The Three Horseshoes - What’s On...

October’s Quiz Night will once again be on the third Wednesday 
of the month, on the 16th October.  Book ahead to secure a table 
at this ever-popular evening. 

Look out next month, we will be sharing details of our Christmas 
and New Year menu. 
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Olympics in Paris, 2024
Our love affair with the Olympics began in 2004.

When we knew we were going to be in Greece already (well 
Kefalonia), and most of the family were involved in the new 
Archery Club in Hinxworth, we decided to apply for tickets for 
the archery at the Panathinaikos Stadium in Athens. So far so good.

Then we needed to get to Athens from the island of Kefalonia 
– and early too! No problem. In fact it was all going swimmingly 
until the night before we left for our holiday when we discovered 
that one of the daughters’ passports was out of date. To cut a 
long story short, with the help of very good friends, after much 
finagling and stress, she was able to join us 4 days later and  didn’t 
miss out on going to the Olympics. We had a great day, and all the 
more memorable for being in Greece itself.

Fast forward to 2012 and like so many of course we wanted to 
go the Olympics in London. That too was no problem as Vicky got 
tickets for archery and gymnastics with the GB team in the ballot 
and then TUI were doing packages which gave you events tickets 
and somewhere to stay. And what a brilliant experience that was 
as we discovered the delights of handball at the Copper Box on 
the Olympic Park.

Luckily, we changed our minds about going to Tokyo (2020) and 
so looked forward to going to Paris.

Now this Olympics was a very different story! First the ballot 
for tickets, we had a 1 hour telephone slot for 9 am on a May 
2023 morning. Nothing available that we initially had thought we 
wanted to see, so purchased tickets for women’s Rugby 7s and 
Basketball. Ok. Tick! Only then did we realise that the first was 
at the Stade De France in Saint Denis and the latter was in Lille. 
Ok, we can do this. Oh… no train timetables available till much 
later in the year. And no hotels either. Unless we wanted to take 
the risk of rooms which were advertised on booking.com as ‘first 
time on our site!’ No thanks. Anyone who knows me knows I 
prefer to get everything organised well ahead of time. Not this 
time.

Fast forward again to late 2023 and we were able to get hotels 
booked (though they certainly seemed to take advantage of the 
Olympics being held in France for the prices appeared quite hefty! 
Although my experience of France is definitely very limited!) So 
tick! Then, finally, we got Eurostar tickets. Tick!

And then there was the attack on the train lines in and around 
Paris, the Friday before we were due to travel on the Sunday. We 
could do nothing except hold our breath and cross our fingers, 
and in fact were very lucky that our train was one of the few 
which wasn’t cancelled, though St Pancras was bedlam.

After that everything in fact went like clockwork. We loved the 
Rugby 7s – manic but huge fun. We saw all 12 teams play 2 matches 
each, in the afternoon and the evening. Luckily, we had seats in the 
shade for the first session and by the time the evening session 
started we were in the shade there too. We did opt to leave our 
seats during the second France match as, quite honestly, we could 
have suffered severe hearing loss as the French turned out to be 
very vocal supporters and the noise would have raised the roof if 
there had been one! (I would just say I was a little miffed that the 
French preferred to support the USA and boo the Brits. How long 
do they hold a grudge??)
The basketball was no less noisy as the French seemed to have 
practised their singing, chanting, stamping and flag waving! The only 
downside here was this stadium was indoors and air conditioned 
– actually I think they had it turned to frost settings. Everyone 
piled outside during the gaps between matches to warm up. Ironic 
since it was over 30 outside!

Our time at the Olympics done, Vicky and I headed off to Brussels 
for a couple of days to do touristy stuff.   We had a brilliant time, 
of course. Who knows where we will go next!

Pictured above,  a few pictures from the Scales’ family 
Olympic experiences

Sylvia Scales

Mystery Solved!

You may recall that in September’s Village Voice, we shared a 
picture which Sue Wilson sent in.  This was a hot air balloon in the 
shape of a grenade flying over Hinxworth.  

Adam Westbrook-White has emailed the Village Voice to shed 
some light on this.  The balloon was for Grenade Protein Bars and 
was part of an advertising campaign to ‘Win a Flight and a Year’s 
Supply of Grenade Bars’.  For more information go to:   https://
www.grenade.com/pages/win-a-flight. 

Thanks for helping us solve the mystery Adam!

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the November 
edition by October 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.



Church Services For October

Sun 6th Oct 09.15 Harvest Festival St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 6th Oct 16.30 Harvest Festival St Vincent’s,  
Newnham

Sun 13th Oct 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 20th Oct 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 27th Oct 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Hinxworth

Sun 27th Oct 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Parish Council Minutes

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 5th 
SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr 
T. Lloyd, Mr T. Dawson, Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Other persons present:- Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County 
Councillor.  Apologies: Tom Tyson, District Councillor. Liz Oliver.

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
4th July were agreed. Proposed by Tony Dawson and seconded by 
Dick Cobb

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda. Nothing to report.

3. Correspondence: Nothing to Report.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed 
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Tony 
Dawson and seconded by Nick Tiffin.

5. Planning: Nothing to Report.

6. Highways: Overgrown Hedges and Verges: The Parish Councillors, 
as are local residents, becoming increasingly concerned no action 
has been taken on this matter since the last Parish Council meeting. 
Steve Jarvis has reported back that he has consulted Hertfordshire 
Highways who notified him that they have a different approach to 
the cutting of the hedges and grass verges. This being the hedge 
cutting in most cases is the responsibility of the local landowners 
and the grass verges (approximately one metre edge from a road) 
is Hertfordshire Highways responsibility, however it is clear that 
this year this has not been done at all and with the increased 
growing due to the wet weather the verges are looking very poor 
indeed. Steve will endeavour to find out when they plan to do 
this and report back. For the hedges, Steve Jarvis is to provide the 
Parish Councillors with a map of the area showing the highway 
boundary lines of the land locally so we can see if we can approach 
local land owners to cut back the hedges where they have become 
dangerous or troublesome to cars. These roads are Ashwell Road 
(Hinxworth to approximately Loves Lane Ashwell), New Inn Road 
(from the A1 to the junction with the High Street, Hinxworth) and 
then north of that High Street (from Francis Road to the border 
with Central Bedfordshire). The Councillors will review the map 
to ascertain what further action is necessary.

Extension of the 30MPH limit in the High Street.: The public 
consultation for this project closed on 29th August. The Parish 
Council responded to support the project as it would be 
advantageous for the Village.  Their letter of response is as follows:-

To whom it may concern

Regarding the extension of the 30 mph limit in the High Street at 
Hinxworth. My fellow councillors and I would like to put forward 
this letter of support for the 50-meter extension at one end of 
our high street. The Village is encountering much more traffic 
nowadays due to the expansion of the towns around us and as a 
result, our community is under threat from the volume and speed 
of cars coming through the village. The extension is part of a bigger 
scheme to implement speed chicanes at either end of the village. 
We have carried out a census in the village and the response was 
outstanding with 61 of the 63 returns supporting the scheme.

We would urge the highways department to grant this extension 
so that the planned chicanes can be installed.

The result of the consultation is awaited.

7. Village Hall: Nothing to Report.

8. Recreation Ground:  Ashwell Accies: There has been no response 
from Ashwell Accies.

The Three Horseshoes Cricket Club: The Parish Council has been 
approached by the Club for them to use the recreation ground 
for home club matches. The Club is successfully up and running 
and the intention is for the Club to put forward a proposal for the 
use of the Recreation Ground for these matches for the following 
season. This requires further discussion between both parties and 
further consultation will take place in the coming months.

9. The Tennis Court: Nothing to report.

10. Allotments: The installation of improved and additional water 
facilities is well underway. To date the cost of this is around £2550.00 
The allotment fund held for the specific purpose for such projects 
(made up of allotmenteers subs and deposits) totals £5270.00 at 
present. After the expenditure for the installation of the water 
facilities the balance of allotment funds will be circa £2720.00. This 
figure does not include the subs due on 1 St September 2024.

Allotment Plots: Three plots have been vacated with them being 
taken up by three applicants from the waiting list.

11. Any Other Urgent Business The War Memorial Clock: Graham 
Newman is to be contacted again to provide an estimate of the 
cost and when he will be able to commence the clock repairs. 
If these repairs are not done prior to the War Memorial repairs 
commencing it will need to be done afterwards.

Repairs to the War Memorial: The start of this project is imminent. 
It should take somewhere in the region of few weeks to complete.

12: Date of the Next Meeting: The next Parish Meeting will take 
place at 7pm on the 3rd of October.  The meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Church News
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) met on the 4 th September. 
It was confirmed that the church now has charitable status with 
number 1208964.  The next meeting is on 27th November at 4.30.

The annual Harvest Festival service will take place on the 5th 
October at 9:15 am in our church..

Some notable events that took place during the weekend of 
14/15th September included the Cambridge & District Amateur 
Radio Club (CDRAC) who used the Oak Room as a base to spend 
the day sending messages around the world. They use medium 
wave lengths and were able to reach as far as the Faroes Islands.
A cycle event took place, visiting churches in the area to provide 
sponsorship money for the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust. 
This trust provided a substantial grant towards our new roof in 
2023. Five cyclists visited the church during the day.

Finally on Sunday 15th the baptism service took place in the 
afternoon for Esme daughter of Amy and Matt from Edworth.

Alec Stephenson



Community Lunch

WI Monthly Update

Chrisi Hook

Chrisi Hook

Hinxworth Village Hall

Sunday 13th October

10am - 12pm

22002244
BBIIGG
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 Please join us for breakfast

and help support

Hinxworth & Edworth WI

supporting Hinxworth & Edworth WI

Menu:

£9.00 for delicious Big Breakfast

£4.50 for half portion Breakfast 

£3.00 Continental breakfast option 

Pay on the door no need to book

Archers in Hertfordshire’s Summer League
After a 4 year pause the Hertfordshire Archery Association has 
continued with the annual HAA Summer League. Hinxworth 
Archers have now completed their Five Recurve style Matches in 
fine style with 3 Wins and 2 Losses.

•	 May 2024 Away Match:  Stortford 1925 v Hinxworth 2481 
(Win)

•	 June 2024 Home Match: Hinxworth 2516 v Hertford 2884 
(Lost)

•	 July 2024 Away Match:  Royston 2627 v Hinxworth 2297 
(Lost)

•	 Aug 2024 Home Match:  Hinxworth 2711 v GDB 2442 
(Win)

•	 Sept 2024 Away Match:  Abbey       2422 v Hinxworth 2612 
(Win)

David Osmond

It was lovely to see so many members at the September WI 
meeting after the summer break. We all had lots of news to 
catch up on so it took a while to for everyone to settle down 
in preparation for the speaker for the evening - Josh Tidy - the 
Heritage Manager for Letchworth Garden City.  Josh was such a 
good presenter with lots of hitherto unknown facts and photos to 
pass on to us about the Garden City which was the world's first 
garden city and was the vision of Ebenezer Howard back in 1903. 
Decades in the making it still however remains fairly true to his 
vision even after all this time. Josh's talk lasted about an hour with 
many questions still going on whilst we had refreshments.  The 
evening finished with the calling of the raffle and Chrisi giving the 
answer to the monthly quiz question which was correctly guessed 
by several members.  

The next WI meeting is on the 10 October when we will be testing 
our taste buds during a talk all about our sensory perception of 
different foods stuffs.  

A date for you diary..... 10 October 7.30 - 9.30 pm in the village 
hall.  Another diary date is the 13 October when the WI will be 
hosting the Big Breakfast again 10am to 12 noon.

Such lovely people you all are to support the Community Lunch.  
A great turnout for the September Ploughman's Lunch.  Thank 
you also to the lovely ladies who made the wonderful puddings 
and to everyone who helped with the clearing up afterwards.  
The donation this time went to Macmillan. In October we will be 
serving soup again as usual so make a date in your diaries for the 
11th Oct 12.30 to 2pm.  Looking forward to seeing you all then.

Hinxworth Through The Ages
Our series of memories from Hinxworth over the years 
continues, as Katrina Hoskins shares more historic documents 
about Hinxworth.    This month we look at Sunday School from 
1991, with Rev. James Laing.  We have shared the information from 
the photo below, but if you have any information do let us know. 

Pictured above, Rev. James Laing and Linda McKintyre 
(Teacher) with the Sunday School children. 


