
The British Memorial at Var Sur Mer, Normandy, overlooking Gold 
Beach, is currently the site of a moving outdoor exhibition - ‘For 
your tomorrow, The People’s tribute’. There are 1,475 metal 
silhouettes in the fields around the memorial. Made by a British 
charity called Standing with Giants, the statues were  transported 
and installed by volunteers. 

The exhibition is due to close in France on August 31st. Thereafter 
the silhouettes are moving to the 18th century, National Trust 
gardens at Stowe. October 1st and November 11th - Open to the 
public at a small charge and free to N.T. Members. Don't miss it.

There are also 50 silhouettes of French resistance fighters. 18 
stillage crates are spread around the installation. Each decorated 
around the base with thousands of woollen poppies knitted by 
WI members.

D Day - 80th Anniversary

The statues represent the number of men under British command 
killed on June 6th 1944. Amongst the figures stand two nurses, 
Sisters Mollie Evershed and Dorothy Field who died whilst saving 
75 men from a sinking hospital ship. 

A Thread Through History - The Longest Yarn 
Still in Normandy, in the Notre Dame Church at Carentan, there 
is a different but equally moving exhibition to celebrate the 80th 
anniversary of D-Day. The Longest Yarn (a word play on the title 
of the famous book and film, The Longest Day) is 80 metres long 
and comprises 80 knitted and crocheted scenes of the events 
surrounding June 6th 1944. 

The original idea came from an expatriate , Tansy Forster, who 
has lived in Normandy for the past 20 years and in that time met 
many veterans during the annual D Day commemorations. This is 
her way of honouring their many stories. She says “ it is now our 
duty to pass on their wartime experiences and the price paid for 
our freedom to the younger generations”

Over 1,000 knitters from around the world contributed to the 
overall 3D tapestry. Recruited via facebook and other social media, 
many had only knitted sweaters and scarves before this ! …

Each scene has a title, is unique, made with assistance from 
historians to ensure accuracy. 

Pictured below is # 18 Let’s Go - Eisenhower’s Decision

The Longest Yarn leaves France soon for a UK ‘tour’. Check 
their website for dates and venues. The closest to Hinxworth is 
Peterborough Cathedral. 3rd March until 1st April 2025. 

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the October edition 
by September 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.

Pictured above,  Outdoor Exhibition Entrance

Pictured above, some of the 1,475 metal silhouettes

Pictured above,  Two Nurses, Mollie Evershed and Dorothy 
Field
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An Interesting Appearance!

Sue Wilson sent some interesting pictures into the Village Voice 
(thank you Sue!).  An unusual balloon in the sky above Hinxworth, 
in the shape of a grenade, floating over at the end of July!

Pictured above, grenades floating over Hinxworth.  
Photos sent in by Sue Wilson

Did anyone else spot this or does anyone know what this was?  
Was it linked to an advertising campaign or anything else?  If you 
know, do write into the Village Voice at villagevoice3@gmail.com 
and let us know.

Residents, parishes, and businesses in North Herts are invited to 
shape future electoral and governance arrangements for parishes 
within the area.

A Parish or Community Council is the first level of local 
government. They provide towns and villages with a democratic 
voice and a structure for taking local action.

Following the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England (LGBCE) review of district wards, North Herts Council 
is now undertaking a Community Governance Review (CGR) for 
the whole district which focuses on arrangements at parish level.

As part of the first stage of the Review, the council is inviting 
residents to have their say on current arrangements and 
suggestions for future arrangements via a survey, which is open 
until 7 October 2024.

This is an opportunity to suggest changes you would like to see 
in your area, and can be on any aspect of community governance.

The responses from the consultation will help develop proposals 
for changes to parish arrangements if and where necessary. The 
council has the authority to take decisions about parish electoral 
governance. However, before any changes are made there will be 
a second consultation in early 2025 about the draft proposals, and 
the CGR can review any aspect of community governance.

The timetable is set for the review, with any changes coming into 
effect for the May 2026 scheduled elections.

To take part in the consultation visit:  https://www.north-herts.
gov.uk/community-governance-review

For more information on parishes and meetings visit: https://www.
north-herts.gov.uk/parish-councils-and-parish-meetings

Residents can submit their feedback online and for anyone 
who doesn’t have access to a computer, they can come into the 
Customer Service Centre at North Herts Council’s Head Office 
on Gernon Road, Letchworth.

Your Chance To Share Your Views



Parish Council Minutes

Community Lunch

WI Monthly Update

The next meeting of the WI is on the 12th September 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  It will be lovely to see everyone again after the 
summer break.  Our speaker for the evening is Josh Tidy - Josh 
is the town historian and Curator of the International Garden 
Cities Exhibition and who will be talking to us about Letchworth 
- the world’s first garden city.  Look forward to seeing you all in 
September.

Chrisi Hook

The next Community Lunch is on Friday 13th September 12.30 - 
2pm.  This will be a ploughman's lunch again plus deserts, tea and 
coffee and still only £4.00 per person.  Really looking forward to 
seeing you all again after the summer break.

Chrisi Hook

The next Parish Meeting will take place at 7pm on the 5th of 
September as August is summer break.

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

Wise Words

‘It is a common experience 
that a problem difficult at night 

is resolved in the morning 
after the committee of sleep 

has worked on it.’

John Steinbeck (1902 - 19680  
American Author and  Nobel 

Prize for Literature 1962.

Could  You Bee Friendly? 

North Herts council recently shared details about Bee Corridors 
which help improve Bee environments.  We thought we’d share 
this with you, in case you wanted to learn more about how you 
can support this.  The article read;

A bee corridor joins up bees' habitats over an area to help them 
buzz around more easily, and also helps other pollinators too like 
butterflies and hoverflies.

We need to improve bees' environment so they have enough 
flowers to pollinate, find a mate and shelter. 

Thanks to our grounds maintenance contractor, John O’Connor, 
our first bee corridor was initiated in Letchworth in 2023. We’re 
hoping the corridor and other activities will help the world’s first 
garden city be granted ‘Bee Friendly’ status from the Bee Friendly 
Trust.

Why do bees need our help?

Bees are in decline on a global scale due to loss of wild spaces and 
climate change. They are also affected by toxic pesticides and the 
way land is managed.

Bees are fundamental to our ecosystem and we cannot afford 
to lose them – 1 in 3 mouthfuls of food eaten worldwide is 
dependent on pollinators, from your morning cup of coffee to a 
lovely juicy apple! Essentially they keep us and our world healthy. 
But with the human population increasing, we’re taking up more 
space which means there’s less space for bees and their habitats 
and other wildlife.

Their habitat is often in small patches separated by roads and 
buildings, which make it difficult for them to buzz around and 
do what they need to survive. A bee corridor is one initiative to 
improve their environment.

What are we doing to help bees?

Over the last few years, as part of our efforts to increase local 
biodiversity and wildlife habitats to fight and adapt to climate 
change, we have established a number of wilding projects, as well 
as reduced the frequency of grass cutting.

Specifically in Letchworth we’re planting more wildflowers and 
bee-friendly shrubs – including on the UK’s first roundabout,  we’re 
encouraging local residents, businesses, schools and groups to help 
provide bee-friendly areas and we’re attending community events 
where people can make seed bombs and learn about wildlife.

John O’Conner organised an event and ‘community seed bomb 
colour throw’ at Howard Park in April. In Royston, we’ve been 
working with a local student on patches of wonderful wildflowers 
within housing estates.

Future projects

In 2024/25 we allocated £10,000 to develop more bee corridors in 
the district – so please watch this space!

How you can help

Bee corridors are a real 
community effort so please 
get in touch to learn more 
or share your bee friendly 
photos so we can include 
what everyone is doing 
in Letchworth to help 
bees and wildlife. Please 
email BeePartOfIt@
JohnOConner.co.uk.



Church Services For September

Sun 1st  Sep 09.15 Service of the Word St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 8th Sep 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 15th Sep 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 22nd Sep 09.30 BCP Communion St  Vincent’s 
Newnham

Sun 22nd Sep 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Sun 29th Sep 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth

Hinxworth Through The Ages

Our series of memories from Hinxworth over the years returns, 
as Katrina Hoskins continues her  review of some very interesting 
documents about Hinxworth.   This month is a look at Cricket, 
‘Then and Now’ and the building of our Village Hall. 

June 1980 - An extract from an article in the 
North Herts Gazette

A bigger village hall at Hinxworth was first mooted 5 years ago, 8 
months hard, DIY labouring made it a reality.  The Village hall which 
does much to hold the communities of Hinxworth & Edworth 
together, now boasts a large modern kitchen & bar, together with 
new toilets & storage room.  “The £4,000 spent on the project 
was raised entirely within the community.  It would have cost much 
more if we had not done all the hard graft ourselves.” (explained 
committee chairman John Cheyney).

Here are some pictures of the Hinxworth Cricket Club (year 
unknowm)  and the recently formed 2024 Three Horseshoes 
Cricket Team.  

Pictured above, Hinxworth Cricket Team: Will Clarke,  
Bob Rollins, Bill Clements, Frank Clarke, Teddy Brooks, 
Fuzzy Clarke, PC Claude Watler, Frank Watler, Frank 
Clarke (picture from the archives, so some names are not 
clear - do you have any more details on anyone? Email the 
Village Voice if you do (VillageVoice3@gmail.com)

Pictured above, 2024’s Three Horseshoes Cricket Team 
captained by Gerry Methven

Pictured above, the Village Hall Labouring Team of 1980:  
John Cheyney, Graham White, Jim Wildsmith, Connie 
Stanton, Kevin Ford, David Smyth and David Palmer 

Three Horseshoes - What’s On in September...

Quiz Night

Wednesday 18th September

Abba Night

Saturday 14th September

Pictured above, Spectators watching the match & 
enjoying a few beers on the Old Cricket Meadow, New 
Inn Road


